
cattaraugus knife 2250 history
cattaraugus knife 2250 history traces the development and significance of one
of the most well-regarded knives produced by the Cattaraugus Cutlery Company.
This article offers an in-depth exploration of the origins, design features,
manufacturing process, and cultural impact of the Cattaraugus Knife 2250.
Known for its craftsmanship and durability, the 2250 model holds a special
place in the history of American cutlery. The narrative will cover the
company's background, the unique characteristics of the 2250 knife, and its
evolution over time. Collectors and enthusiasts often seek detailed knowledge
about this model due to its historical and functional value. The following
sections will systematically examine the key aspects that define the
cattaraugus knife 2250 history.

Origins of Cattaraugus Cutlery Company

Design and Features of the Cattaraugus Knife 2250

Manufacturing Techniques and Materials

Historical Significance and Usage

Collectibility and Legacy

Origins of Cattaraugus Cutlery Company

The Cattaraugus Cutlery Company was established in the late 19th century in
Little Valley, New York. It quickly gained a reputation for producing high-
quality knives and edged tools. The company’s foundation was built on the
tradition of American cutlery craftsmanship, emphasizing precision and
durability. During its operational years, Cattaraugus became one of the
premier manufacturers, competing with other well-known brands by offering
reliable and innovative products. The history of the company is intertwined
with the rise of American manufacturing and the demand for practical tools
during periods of expansion and industrialization.

Founding and Early Years

The company was founded in 1886 and operated until the mid-20th century.
Early production focused on pocket knives, hunting knives, and specialized
tools for tradesmen. The founders prioritized superior steel quality and
ergonomic design, which quickly set them apart in a crowded marketplace.



Strategic marketing and consistent quality helped Cattaraugus gain a loyal
customer base throughout the United States and abroad.

Growth and Expansion

By the early 1900s, Cattaraugus expanded its product lines and improved
manufacturing facilities. The company incorporated new steel treatments and
blade designs to meet the needs of hunters, outdoorsmen, and industrial
workers. This growth period was crucial in setting the stage for the
introduction of the Cattaraugus Knife 2250, which would become one of the
most iconic models.

Design and Features of the Cattaraugus Knife
2250

The Cattaraugus Knife 2250 is celebrated for its distinctive design and
functional attributes. It embodies the blend of practicality and
craftsmanship that defined the company’s approach to knife making. The design
of the 2250 model reflects attention to detail and an understanding of user
requirements, making it popular among hunters, collectors, and everyday users
alike.

Blade Characteristics

The blade of the Cattaraugus Knife 2250 is typically made from high-grade
carbon steel, known for its sharpness and ease of sharpening. It features a
clip point blade shape, which provides versatility for detailed cutting tasks
and skinning. The blade length generally measures around 4 inches, balancing
portability with effectiveness.

Handle and Ergonomics

The handle is constructed from durable materials such as bone, wood, or
synthetic composites, providing a comfortable grip and aesthetic appeal. The
ergonomic design ensures secure handling during use, reducing fatigue and
increasing precision. The knife often includes brass liners and bolsters,
adding to its structural integrity and classic appearance.



Additional Features

Lockback mechanism for safety and ease of use

Decorative inlays or stamps indicating the model and manufacturer

Balanced weight distribution for improved control

Rust-resistant finishes applied to the blade

Manufacturing Techniques and Materials

The production of the Cattaraugus Knife 2250 involved skilled craftsmanship
combined with emerging industrial techniques of the early 20th century. The
company emphasized quality control throughout the manufacturing process to
ensure each knife met its rigorous standards.

Steel Selection and Treatment

Cattaraugus Cutlery Company utilized high carbon steel for the 2250 blades,
chosen for its ability to hold a sharp edge and resist wear. The steel
underwent heat treatment processes to enhance hardness and durability. This
careful metallurgical process contributed significantly to the knife’s
performance and longevity.

Handle Manufacturing

The handles were often handcrafted or semi-handcrafted, with materials
selected for both functionality and visual appeal. Bone handles were carved
and polished, while wooden handles received treatments to improve water
resistance and grip. The inclusion of brass or nickel silver bolsters was
common, providing strength to the handle ends and a refined finish.

Assembly and Finishing

Each Cattaraugus Knife 2250 was assembled with precision, ensuring alignment
and smooth operation of moving parts such as the lockback mechanism. Final
finishing steps included polishing the blade and handle, applying protective



coatings, and stamping the company’s logo and model number. This attention to
detail reinforced the brand’s commitment to quality.

Historical Significance and Usage

The Cattaraugus Knife 2250 holds a notable place in American cutlery history
due to its widespread use and reputation for reliability. It was favored by
hunters, outdoorsmen, and tradespeople during the early to mid-20th century.
Its design and functionality addressed the practical needs of these users,
contributing to its enduring popularity.

Role in Hunting and Outdoor Activities

The 2250 model was especially popular among hunters for skinning and general
field use. Its sharp, durable blade and ergonomic handle made it suitable for
prolonged use in outdoor environments. The knife’s reliability under various
conditions enhanced its appeal to those who depended on their tools for
survival and efficiency.

Military and Industrial Applications

While primarily a hunting and utility knife, the Cattaraugus Knife 2250 also
found occasional use in military and industrial contexts. Its sturdy
construction and dependable locking mechanism made it a practical choice for
certain specialized tasks. The knife’s adaptability allowed it to serve
multiple functions beyond recreational use.

Collectibility and Legacy

Today, the Cattaraugus Knife 2250 is highly sought after by collectors and
knife enthusiasts. Its historical significance, combined with the limited
production span, makes it a valuable item in the vintage knife market.
Collectors appreciate the model for its craftsmanship, distinctive features,
and connection to American cutlery heritage.

Factors Influencing Collectibility

Condition and completeness of the knife, including original handle



materials

Presence of manufacturer stamps and markings

Rarity of specific variations or production years

Provenance and documented history of ownership

Legacy and Influence on Modern Knives

The design principles and manufacturing techniques of the Cattaraugus Knife
2250 influenced subsequent knife makers and models. Its blend of
functionality and aesthetics set standards for American folding knives. Many
modern knives draw inspiration from the 2250’s ergonomic handle design and
reliable locking mechanisms, underscoring its lasting impact on cutlery
design.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Cattaraugus Knife 2250?
The Cattaraugus Knife 2250 is a classic folding knife model produced by the
Cattaraugus Cutlery Company, known for its quality craftsmanship and durable
design.

When was the Cattaraugus Knife 2250 first
manufactured?
The Cattaraugus Knife 2250 was first manufactured in the early to mid-20th
century, during the height of the Cattaraugus Cutlery Company's production
years.

Who founded the Cattaraugus Cutlery Company?
The Cattaraugus Cutlery Company was founded by John E. Helffrich and Charles
W. Helffrich in Cattaraugus County, New York, in the late 19th century.

What made the Cattaraugus Knife 2250 popular among
collectors?
The Cattaraugus Knife 2250 gained popularity due to its robust construction,
distinctive design, and the historical reputation of the Cattaraugus Cutlery
Company as a maker of reliable knives.



What materials were typically used in the
Cattaraugus Knife 2250?
The Cattaraugus Knife 2250 typically featured high-quality carbon steel
blades with handles made from materials such as bone, wood, or synthetic
composites.

Is the Cattaraugus Knife 2250 considered a
collectible item today?
Yes, the Cattaraugus Knife 2250 is considered a collectible item today,
especially among vintage knife enthusiasts and collectors of American
cutlery.

How did the design of the Cattaraugus Knife 2250
reflect its intended use?
The design of the Cattaraugus Knife 2250 emphasized durability and
functionality, making it suitable for outdoor activities, hunting, and
everyday carry.

What happened to the Cattaraugus Cutlery Company?
The Cattaraugus Cutlery Company eventually ceased operations in the 1960s,
but its knives, including the 2250 model, remain prized by collectors for
their quality and historical value.

Where can one find authentic Cattaraugus Knife 2250
models today?
Authentic Cattaraugus Knife 2250 models can often be found through vintage
knife dealers, online auction sites, and collectors' forums specializing in
antique and collectible knives.

Additional Resources
1. The Legacy of the Cattaraugus Knife 2250: A Historical Overview
This book delves into the origins and development of the Cattaraugus Knife
2250, exploring its significance in American knife-making history. It traces
the craftsmanship techniques and the evolution of design that made this model
a favorite among collectors and outdoorsmen alike. Detailed photographs and
archival documents enrich the narrative.

2. Blades of Tradition: The Story Behind the Cattaraugus Knife 2250
Focusing on the cultural and practical aspects of the Cattaraugus Knife 2250,
this book highlights how the knife became an essential tool in early 20th-
century America. It examines the company’s manufacturing processes and the



community of users who relied on these knives for hunting, camping, and daily
tasks.

3. Cattaraugus Cutlery: Craftsmanship and Innovation in the 2250 Model
This title offers an in-depth analysis of the materials, design innovations,
and craftsmanship techniques that set the Cattaraugus Knife 2250 apart from
its contemporaries. Readers will gain insight into the manufacturing
challenges and the artistic elements that contributed to the knife’s enduring
popularity.

4. From Forge to Field: The Practical History of the Cattaraugus Knife 2250
This book explores the practical applications of the Cattaraugus 2250 knife
across different fields such as hunting, farming, and military use. It
includes firsthand accounts and testimonials from users, illustrating how
this knife adapted to various needs over decades.

5. Collecting the Cattaraugus Knife 2250: A Guide for Enthusiasts
Aimed at collectors, this guide provides detailed information on identifying
authentic Cattaraugus Knife 2250 models, including marks, variations, and
production years. It also offers tips on preservation and valuation, making
it an essential resource for knife collectors.

6. The Rise and Fall of the Cattaraugus Cutlery Company: Spotlight on the
2250 Model
This historical account focuses on the business history of the Cattaraugus
Cutlery Company, with particular emphasis on the production and popularity of
the 2250 knife. It discusses economic and industrial factors that influenced
the company’s trajectory and eventual decline.

7. American Knives: The Cattaraugus 2250 in Context
Placing the Cattaraugus Knife 2250 within the broader history of American
knife-making, this book compares it to other iconic knives of its era. It
highlights the unique features that distinguished the 2250 and its role in
shaping outdoor and utility knife design.

8. Steel and Heritage: The Making of the Cattaraugus Knife 2250
This volume provides a detailed look at the metallurgy and production
techniques used in crafting the Cattaraugus Knife 2250. It includes technical
diagrams and interviews with former workers, offering an insider’s
perspective on the knife’s manufacturing process.

9. Knives of New York: The Cattaraugus 2250 and Regional Craftsmanship
Focusing on the regional history, this book explores how the Cattaraugus
Knife 2250 represents the craftsmanship heritage of New York State. It
discusses local influences, materials sourcing, and the knife’s place in the
community’s industrial history.
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