
careers that work with animals

careers that work with animals offer a diverse range of opportunities for individuals
passionate about animal welfare, biology, and conservation. These professions span
various fields including veterinary medicine, wildlife conservation, animal training, and
research. Whether working directly with pets, farm animals, or wildlife, these careers
require specialized knowledge, dedication, and often advanced education. Individuals
interested in these roles can find positions in clinics, zoos, research institutions, farms, or
nonprofit organizations. This article explores numerous careers that work with animals,
outlining job duties, required qualifications, and potential career paths. Additionally, it
highlights emerging trends and the importance of animal-related professions in society
today. The following sections provide a comprehensive guide to popular and unique roles
involving animals, helping readers make informed career decisions.

Veterinary Careers

Animal Care and Training

Wildlife and Conservation Careers

Research and Laboratory Careers

Animal Behavior and Psychology

Other Unique Careers Working with Animals

Veterinary Careers
Veterinary careers form the backbone of professions that work with animals, focusing on
the health, diagnosis, and treatment of a wide range of animal species. These roles require
extensive education and clinical experience to ensure the well-being of animals, and they
often involve working closely with pet owners, farmers, or wildlife managers.

Veterinarian
Veterinarians diagnose and treat illnesses, injuries, and diseases in animals. They perform
surgeries, prescribe medications, and provide preventive care such as vaccinations.
Veterinarians may specialize in small animals, large animals, exotic species, or research.
Most veterinarians hold a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine (DVM) degree and must be
licensed to practice.



Veterinary Technician/Technologist
Veterinary technicians assist veterinarians in clinical tasks including taking medical
histories, collecting samples, performing lab tests, and providing nursing care. Veterinary
technologists generally have more advanced training and may handle specialized
procedures. These careers require an associate’s or bachelor’s degree and certification or
licensing in many states.

Veterinary Assistant
Veterinary assistants support veterinary staff by preparing examination rooms, feeding
and restraining animals, and maintaining equipment. This role typically requires less
formal education but provides valuable hands-on experience in animal healthcare settings.

Animal Care and Training
Careers in animal care and training involve direct interaction with animals to ensure their
health, safety, and behavioral development. These professions include roles in shelters,
boarding facilities, and training centers.

Animal Trainer
Animal trainers teach animals specific behaviors or skills for obedience, performance, or
service purposes. They work with pets, service animals, or animals used in entertainment
and therapy. Training requires knowledge of animal behavior and positive reinforcement
techniques.

Animal Shelter Worker
Workers in animal shelters provide care, feeding, and socialization for homeless or
abandoned animals. They assist with adoptions, maintain cleanliness, and help manage the
shelter's daily operations. Compassion and patience are essential traits for this role.

Pet Groomer
Pet groomers maintain the hygiene and appearance of companion animals through
bathing, trimming, and styling. This profession requires understanding animal behavior
and handling skills to ensure safety during grooming sessions.

Wildlife and Conservation Careers
Wildlife and conservation careers focus on protecting animal populations and their
habitats. Professionals in this field work to preserve biodiversity, conduct ecological



research, and promote sustainable interactions between humans and wildlife.

Wildlife Biologist
Wildlife biologists study animal populations, behaviors, and ecosystems to develop
conservation strategies. They conduct field research, collect data, and analyze
environmental impacts. A degree in biology, ecology, or environmental science is typically
required.

Conservation Officer
Conservation officers enforce laws related to wildlife protection and natural resources.
They perform patrols, investigate violations, and educate the public about conservation
efforts. This career often requires law enforcement training combined with wildlife
knowledge.

Zookeeper
Zookeepers care for animals living in zoos or wildlife parks, providing daily husbandry,
feeding, and enrichment activities. They monitor animal health and work closely with
veterinarians and researchers to ensure optimal care.

Research and Laboratory Careers
Research careers involving animals contribute to scientific understanding, medical
advancements, and improved animal welfare. These roles are often based in academic
institutions, pharmaceutical companies, or government agencies.

Animal Research Scientist
Animal research scientists design and conduct studies on animal biology, genetics, and
disease. Their work supports developments in medicine, agriculture, and environmental
science. Advanced degrees such as a PhD are commonly required in this field.

Laboratory Animal Technician
Laboratory animal technicians care for animals used in scientific research, ensuring
proper housing, nutrition, and health monitoring. They maintain ethical standards and
comply with regulatory guidelines to support humane treatment.



Wildlife Epidemiologist
Wildlife epidemiologists study disease patterns among wild animal populations to prevent
and control outbreaks that could affect both animals and humans. Their work is critical for
public health and wildlife conservation.

Animal Behavior and Psychology
Careers in animal behavior and psychology explore the mental processes and behaviors of
animals, aiming to improve human-animal interactions and address behavioral issues.

Animal Behaviorist
Animal behaviorists study and interpret animal actions to identify causes and develop
behavior modification plans. They often work with pet owners, trainers, and veterinarians
to resolve aggression, anxiety, and other behavioral problems. Advanced education in
psychology or biology is common.

Applied Animal Psychologist
Applied animal psychologists use research and therapy techniques to improve animal
welfare and facilitate training programs. They may work with service animals, pets, or
animals in captivity to enhance their quality of life.

Other Unique Careers Working with Animals
Beyond traditional roles, several unique careers involve working with animals in
specialized settings or industries, combining creativity, science, and animal care.

Animal-Assisted Therapist
Animal-assisted therapists incorporate animals into therapeutic practices to support
human mental and physical health. This role requires knowledge of therapy techniques
and animal behavior to ensure effective and safe interactions.

Equine Therapist
Equine therapists use horse-related activities to promote emotional growth and healing in
clients. This career blends knowledge of horse behavior with counseling or physical
therapy skills.



Animal Control Officer
Animal control officers respond to reports of stray, dangerous, or abused animals. They
enforce local ordinances, rescue animals in distress, and work to protect public safety.
This role requires strong problem-solving abilities and animal handling expertise.

Wildlife Rehabilitator
Wildlife rehabilitators care for injured, orphaned, or sick wild animals with the goal of
releasing them back into their natural habitats. This profession demands specialized
training in animal care, biology, and rehabilitation techniques.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What are some popular careers that involve working
with animals?
Popular careers that involve working with animals include veterinarians, veterinary
technicians, animal trainers, wildlife biologists, zookeepers, animal behaviorists, and
animal shelter workers.

What education is typically required to become a
veterinarian?
To become a veterinarian, one usually needs to earn a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine
(DVM) degree from an accredited veterinary college, which typically requires completing
a bachelor's degree followed by four years of veterinary school.



Can I work with animals if I do not want to become a
veterinarian?
Yes, there are many careers working with animals that do not require becoming a
veterinarian, such as veterinary technician, animal trainer, wildlife rehabilitator, animal
shelter worker, groomer, and zoologist.

What skills are important for careers that work with
animals?
Important skills include strong communication, empathy, physical stamina, attention to
detail, problem-solving, knowledge of animal behavior, and sometimes technical skills
depending on the specific career.

Are there careers working with exotic or wild animals?
Yes, careers such as wildlife biologist, zoologist, exotic animal veterinarian, animal control
officer, and zookeeper involve working with exotic or wild animals.

What is the job outlook for animal-related careers?
The job outlook varies by profession, but many animal-related careers, such as veterinary
technicians and wildlife biologists, are projected to grow at a steady pace due to
increasing pet ownership and conservation efforts.

How can volunteering help in pursuing a career working
with animals?
Volunteering at animal shelters, wildlife rehabilitation centers, or zoos provides hands-on
experience, helps build relevant skills, and can improve your resume and networking
opportunities in animal-related fields.

What are some emerging careers that combine
technology and working with animals?
Emerging careers include animal data analyst, wildlife drone operator, veterinary
telemedicine specialist, and developers of animal health monitoring technology, combining
tech skills with animal care and research.

Additional Resources
1. Veterinary Medicine: A Career Guide
This comprehensive guide explores the diverse field of veterinary medicine, covering
everything from educational requirements to daily responsibilities. It offers insights into
specializations such as surgery, internal medicine, and emergency care. Readers will gain
a clear understanding of what it takes to succeed as a veterinarian and the impact vets



have on animal health and welfare.

2. Becoming a Wildlife Biologist
This book delves into the exciting career of studying animals in their natural habitats. It
outlines the necessary education, skills, and experiences needed to work in wildlife
conservation and research. Filled with real-world examples and career advice, it’s ideal for
those passionate about protecting animal populations and ecosystems.

3. Animal Training 101: Careers in Behavior and Training
Focused on the art and science of animal training, this book covers careers ranging from
service animal trainers to zoo educators. It discusses behavioral theories, training
techniques, and the importance of communication between trainers and animals. Aspiring
trainers will find valuable tips on certifications and building a successful practice.

4. Marine Biology and Ocean Careers
This title explores the intersection of marine science and animal-focused careers in
aquatic environments. It highlights professions like marine biologist, aquarist, and marine
mammal trainer. The book provides guidance on educational pathways and the unique
challenges of working with marine animals.

5. Equine Careers: Working with Horses
Dedicated to careers involving horses, this book covers roles such as equine veterinarian,
trainer, and stable manager. It offers insights into the care, training, and management of
horses, as well as the lifestyle and commitment required. Readers interested in equine
professions will find practical advice and inspiring stories.

6. Zoo and Aquarium Careers: Behind the Scenes
This book gives an inside look at working in zoos and aquariums, from animal care
specialists to curators. It discusses the importance of conservation, education, and animal
welfare in these settings. The guide also covers the diverse skills and qualifications
needed to thrive in these unique environments.

7. Animal Shelter and Rescue Work: Making a Difference
Focusing on the rewarding field of animal rescue and shelter management, this book
highlights the challenges and rewards of helping homeless animals. It covers topics like
shelter operations, animal behavior assessment, and community outreach. Readers will
learn how to turn their passion into a meaningful career.

8. Pet Grooming and Care Careers
This practical guide explores the growing industry of pet grooming and care services. It
outlines the skills required to become a professional groomer, pet sitter, or daycare
provider. The book also discusses business aspects and how to build strong client
relationships in the pet care world.

9. Animal Nutrition and Dietetics
This book examines the science of animal nutrition and its critical role in animal health
and performance. It covers careers such as animal nutritionist, diet consultant, and feed
specialist. Readers will discover how to develop balanced diets for various species and the
impact of nutrition on animal well-being.
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