
call of the wild vocabulary words
call of the wild vocabulary words are essential for understanding the rich language and thematic
depth of Jack London’s classic novel, "The Call of the Wild." This article explores key vocabulary
terms found throughout the text, providing clear definitions, contextual explanations, and examples
of usage. By familiarizing oneself with these words, readers can better grasp the novel’s setting,
characters, and narrative style. This vocabulary guide also highlights how the language reflects the
harsh environment of the Yukon and the primal instincts awakened in the protagonist, Buck.
Additionally, the article discusses the significance of these words in enriching the story’s portrayal
of survival, nature, and transformation. Whether for students, educators, or literature enthusiasts,
this comprehensive coverage of call of the wild vocabulary words serves as a valuable resource. The
following sections break down the terminology into thematic categories for easier understanding
and application.

Key Vocabulary Words and Their Definitions

Vocabulary Related to Nature and the Wilderness

Terms Describing Characters and Behavior

Language Reflecting Survival and Conflict

Using Call of the Wild Vocabulary in Context

Key Vocabulary Words and Their Definitions
The vocabulary in "The Call of the Wild" includes a blend of everyday and specialized terms that
evoke the novel’s adventurous spirit and harsh setting. Understanding these key words is crucial for
interpreting the text’s meaning and tone.

Essential Vocabulary List
The following list presents some of the most important call of the wild vocabulary words, along with
concise definitions to aid comprehension:

Primitive – relating to early stages of development; basic or uncivilized.

Feral – wild, especially after escape from captivity or domestication.

Callowness – the state of being inexperienced or immature.

Soliloquy – a speech in which a character speaks their thoughts aloud, usually when alone.

Instinct – an innate, typically fixed pattern of behavior in animals.



Obdurate – stubbornly refusing to change one’s opinion or course of action.

Peril – serious and immediate danger.

Vicarious – experienced through another person’s actions or feelings.

Primitive – relating to early stages of development; basic or uncivilized.

These call of the wild vocabulary words capture both the natural world’s harshness and the
psychological transformation of characters, particularly Buck.

Vocabulary Related to Nature and the Wilderness
Jack London’s novel vividly portrays the Yukon’s unforgiving environment, and the vocabulary
reflects the rugged landscape and wildlife that shape the story.

Descriptive Terms of the Setting
Words that describe the wilderness help readers visualize the cold, snowy, and untamed backdrop of
the novel. Some notable terms include:

Glacier – a slowly moving mass of ice formed by accumulated snow.

Tundra – a treeless, frozen plain found in arctic regions.

Blizzard – a severe snowstorm with strong sustained winds.

Permafrost – permanently frozen ground beneath the surface.

Furrowed – marked with long, narrow trenches or grooves, often describing land.

These words emphasize the physical challenges the characters face and the environment’s role as a
vital force in the narrative.

Animal and Nature-Related Vocabulary
The novel’s frequent references to animals and natural phenomena utilize specific terminology that
enriches the text’s authenticity:

Pack – a group of wolves or dogs traveling together.

Alpha – the dominant individual in a social group of animals.

Den – a wild animal’s lair or resting place.



Prey – an animal hunted and killed by another for food.

Howl – a long, loud cry made by wolves or dogs.

The inclusion of these terms helps depict the animalistic instincts and social hierarchies that
influence the story’s characters.

Terms Describing Characters and Behavior
Call of the wild vocabulary words often focus on character traits and actions, illustrating
transformation and struggle.

Character Traits and Psychological States
Words describing the mental and emotional states of characters, especially Buck, shed light on their
development:

Resilient – able to recover quickly from difficult conditions.

Tenacious – holding firmly to goals or beliefs.

Domineering – inclined to exercise control over others.

Ferocity – the state of being fierce or violent.

Submissive – inclined to yield to authority or control.

These terms reflect the internal and external conflicts experienced by the animals and humans
throughout the novel.

Behavioral Vocabulary
Understanding the actions and instincts that drive characters requires familiarity with specific verbs
and descriptive terms:

Dash – to run quickly and suddenly.

Snarl – to growl with bared teeth as a sign of aggression.

Stalk – to pursue stealthily, especially prey.

Yelp – a sharp cry or bark expressing pain or alarm.

Howl – a sustained, mournful cry typical of wolves.



These dynamic verbs illustrate the raw and primal actions central to the story’s themes of survival
and dominance.

Language Reflecting Survival and Conflict
The novel’s vocabulary also captures the constant struggle for survival in the wilderness,
emphasizing danger, conflict, and endurance.

Survival-Related Terms
Words that describe the challenges and necessities of living in a hostile environment include:

Forage – to search widely for food.

Endure – to suffer patiently through hardship.

Harsh – severe or difficult to tolerate.

Exhaustion – extreme physical or mental fatigue.

Resilience – the capacity to recover from difficulties.

These terms underscore the endurance required by both animals and humans to survive the Yukon
wilderness.

Conflict and Competition Vocabulary
The tension between characters is depicted through words that convey struggle, dominance, and
confrontation:

Rivalry – competition for superiority or dominance.

Combat – a fight or battle.

Dominance – power and influence over others.

Defiance – open resistance to authority or challenge.

Ferocity – fierce aggression or intensity.

These vocabulary words are essential for understanding the interpersonal and animalistic conflicts
portrayed in the novel.



Using Call of the Wild Vocabulary in Context
Applying call of the wild vocabulary words in context enhances comprehension and appreciation of
the novel’s themes and narrative style.

In Literary Analysis
When analyzing "The Call of the Wild," attention to specific vocabulary helps reveal character
development and thematic elements. For example, the use of words like feral and primitive
highlights Buck’s transformation from a domesticated pet to a wild creature. Similarly, terms related
to survival and conflict illustrate the brutal realities of life in the Yukon.

In Academic and Classroom Settings
Educators can use these vocabulary words to build students’ understanding of the novel’s historical
and environmental context. Assignments might include vocabulary quizzes, writing exercises
incorporating the terms, or discussions about how language shapes readers’ perceptions of the wild.

Practical Tips for Learning Vocabulary
To master call of the wild vocabulary words, consider the following strategies:

Read passages from the novel and identify unfamiliar words.1.

Use a dictionary to find precise definitions and synonyms.2.

Create flashcards with words and example sentences.3.

Practice using the words in writing or speaking exercises.4.

Discuss the vocabulary in the context of the novel’s themes.5.

These approaches reinforce retention and deepen understanding of the novel’s rich language.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some key vocabulary words from 'Call of the Wild' by
Jack London?
Some key vocabulary words from 'Call of the Wild' include 'primordial,' 'latent,' 'insubordination,'
'vicarious,' 'imperiously,' and 'lugubrious.' These words reflect the novel's themes of survival and the
wild.



What does the word 'primordial' mean in the context of 'Call of
the Wild'?
In 'Call of the Wild,' 'primordial' refers to something existing at or from the very beginning of time;
basic and elemental, often relating to the ancient instincts awakened in the main character, Buck.

How is the word 'latent' used in 'Call of the Wild'?
The word 'latent' in 'Call of the Wild' describes qualities or abilities that are present but not yet
visible or active, such as Buck's latent wild instincts that emerge throughout the story.

What does 'insubordination' mean in 'Call of the Wild'?
Insubordination means defiance of authority or refusal to obey orders. In the novel, it relates to the
challenges faced by the sled dogs when they resist their human masters or pack leaders.

Can you explain the meaning of 'vicarious' as used in 'Call of
the Wild'?
In 'Call of the Wild,' 'vicarious' refers to experiencing something indirectly, such as living through
the experiences of another. The novel often portrays Buck's vicarious experiences through his
interactions with other dogs and humans.

What does 'imperiously' mean in the vocabulary of 'Call of the
Wild'?
The word 'imperiously' means behaving in an authoritative or commanding way. Characters in the
book, including Buck, sometimes act imperiously as they assert dominance within the wild.

How is 'lugubrious' used in 'Call of the Wild'?
In the novel, 'lugubrious' describes something that is mournful or gloomy, often reflecting the harsh
and somber mood of the wilderness and the struggles faced by the characters.

Why is it important to understand the vocabulary words in
'Call of the Wild'?
Understanding the vocabulary in 'Call of the Wild' helps readers grasp the themes, setting, and
character development more deeply, enhancing comprehension of the novel's portrayal of survival,
nature, and transformation.

Additional Resources
1. The Call of the Wild Vocabulary Builder
This book is designed to enhance your understanding of key words found in Jack London's classic
novel, *The Call of the Wild*. It offers definitions, example sentences, and exercises tailored to the



wilderness and survival themes of the story. Readers will gain a richer grasp of the language used to
depict nature and animal instincts.

2. Survival Words: Exploring Nature Through Vocabulary
Explore the powerful vocabulary used to describe survival in the wild. This book introduces terms
related to natural environments, animal behavior, and rugged landscapes, mirroring the challenging
setting of *The Call of the Wild*. It’s perfect for readers interested in expanding their language skills
with words that evoke the wilderness.

3. Wilderness Lexicon: Words from the Wild
Dive into a curated collection of words that capture the essence of untamed nature. This book
includes vivid descriptions and contextual examples to help readers understand and appreciate the
language of the wild. It complements *The Call of the Wild* by focusing on vocabulary that brings
the natural world to life.

4. Animal Instincts: Vocabulary from the Wild
Discover words related to animal behavior and survival instincts featured in *The Call of the Wild*.
This book breaks down complex terms and explores their meanings through stories and illustrations.
It’s an excellent resource for students and nature enthusiasts eager to learn more about wildlife
language.

5. Frontier Language: Words of Adventure and Survival
This book highlights the adventurous and rugged vocabulary found in stories set on the frontier,
including *The Call of the Wild*. Readers will encounter terms describing harsh climates, physical
endurance, and the human-animal connection. It serves as a linguistic guide to the spirit of
adventure in classic literature.

6. Nature’s Vocabulary: Describing the Great Outdoors
A comprehensive guide to words and phrases that depict landscapes, weather, and natural
phenomena. Drawing inspiration from wilderness literature like *The Call of the Wild*, this book
enriches readers’ descriptive abilities. It includes exercises to practice using nature-related
vocabulary in writing.

7. The Language of the Yukon: Vocabulary from the North
Focusing on the specific regional terms used in northern wilderness areas, this book provides insight
into the setting of *The Call of the Wild*. It covers words related to snow, ice, wildlife, and
indigenous cultures. Readers gain cultural and linguistic context that enhances their reading
experience.

8. Wild Words: Exploring the Lexicon of Survival Stories
This collection gathers vocabulary common to survival narratives, including those like *The Call of
the Wild*. It explains terms associated with endurance, danger, and adaptation in harsh
environments. The book also offers quizzes and flashcards for vocabulary retention.

9. Echoes of the Wild: Vocabulary Inspired by Jack London
Inspired by Jack London’s vivid storytelling, this book focuses on words that evoke the wild’s raw
beauty and brutality. It delves into descriptive adjectives, verbs, and nouns that bring wilderness
tales to life. Perfect for readers who want to deepen their appreciation of London’s language style.
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