by any other name by santha rama rau

by any other name by santha rama rau is a poignant short story that explores
themes of identity, cultural conflict, and the impact of colonialism on
personal and social lives. This narrative, penned by Indian-American author
Santha Rama Rau, highlights the subtle yet profound struggles faced by Indian
children in colonial schools, particularly focusing on the imposition of
Western names as a tool of cultural assimilation. Through the experiences of
the protagonist, the story delves into the complexities of self-identity in a
colonial context, examining how names carry deep significance beyond mere
labels. The story also reflects the broader historical and cultural tensions
between Indian traditions and British colonial rule. This article provides an
in-depth analysis of by any other name by santha rama rau, discussing its
plot, themes, characters, and literary significance. Readers will also find
an exploration of the story’s historical background and its relevance in
contemporary discussions on identity and postcolonial studies.

e Plot Summary of by any other name by Santha Rama Rau
e Main Themes and Symbolism

e Character Analysis

e Historical and Cultural Context

e Literary Devices and Style

e Relevance and Impact

Plot Summary of by any other name by Santha
Rama Rau

The story by any other name by santha rama rau narrates the experiences of
two Indian sisters, Santha and Premila, who attend a British-run school
during colonial India. The narrative focuses on their discomfort and
alienation when the headmistress insists on changing their Indian names to
English ones, calling them "Cynthia" and "Pamela." This renaming symbolizes
the erasure of their cultural identity and creates a rift between the girls
and the colonial educational system. The story follows their emotional
response to this forced change, highlighting the subtle forms of resistance
they employ to maintain their sense of self. The narrative is told from
Santha's perspective, capturing her innocence and confusion as she navigates
the challenges of cultural imposition.

Main Themes and Symbolism

In by any other name by santha rama rau, several critical themes emerge that
underscore the story's depth and meaning. These themes include cultural
identity, colonialism and its effects, resistance, and the significance of
names as markers of identity.



Cultural Identity

The story vividly portrays the struggle to preserve cultural identity in a
colonial setting. The forced renaming of the protagonists signifies an
attempt to strip away their heritage and assimilate them into a foreign
culture. This theme is central to understanding the emotional turmoil and
alienation experienced by the characters.

Colonialism and Cultural Imposition

Colonialism's impact on personal and societal levels is a pervasive theme.
The British school's imposition of English names on Indian students reflects
broader colonial attitudes of superiority and control. The story critiques
this power dynamic by showing the personal consequences of such cultural
domination.

Resistance and Resilience

Despite the pressures to conform, the sisters exhibit subtle resistance by
clinging to their original names and cultural identity. This theme highlights
the resilience of colonized individuals in maintaining their heritage in the
face of oppression.

The Symbolism of Names

Names in by any other name by santha rama rau serve as powerful symbols of
identity and belonging. The act of renaming represents a forced identity
change, while the sisters' insistence on their real names symbolizes a
reclaiming of self. The title itself alludes to Shakespeare's famous line,
emphasizing that a name carries intrinsic value in defining one's identity.

Character Analysis

The characters in by any other name by santha rama rau are crafted to convey
the emotional and cultural conflicts inherent in colonial India. The story
primarily focuses on the two sisters, Santha and Premila, and the
headmistress of the school.

Santha

Santha, the narrator and younger sister, provides a child’s perspective on
the cultural conflict. She is confused and hurt by the renaming but also
curious and perceptive about the implications. Her innocence contrasts with
the harsh realities of colonialism, making her a sympathetic figure.

Premila

Premila, the elder sister, acts as a protector and guide for Santha. She
shares Santha’s discomfort and is more vocal in her resistance to the
imposition of English names. Premila’s character represents a slightly more



mature response to cultural oppression.

The Headmistress

The headmistress embodies the colonial authority and its cultural imposition.
Her insistence on English names and strict discipline symbolizes the colonial
mindset that devalues native identities. She is portrayed as rigid and
uncompromising, emphasizing the power imbalance between colonizers and the
colonized.

Historical and Cultural Context

Understanding the historical and cultural backdrop of by any other name by
santha rama rau enhances comprehension of its themes and significance. The
story is set in colonial India, where British rule influenced education,
culture, and social structures.

British Colonial Education System

The British education system in India aimed to inculcate Western values and
often marginalized Indian traditions. Schools run by British authorities
frequently imposed English language and customs on Indian students, as
depicted in the story. This system was part of a broader colonial strategy to
control and assimilate the local population.

Impact on Indian Identity

The colonial period challenged Indian cultural identities, forcing many to
navigate between tradition and imposed Western norms. The story captures this
tension through the microcosm of the school and the renaming of the sisters.

Postcolonial Perspectives

By any other name by santha rama rau can be read through a postcolonial lens,
highlighting issues of cultural imperialism, identity crisis, and resistance.
This perspective helps to situate the story within ongoing discussions about
the legacy of colonialism in literature and society.

Literary Devices and Style

Santha Rama Rau employs various literary techniques in by any other name by
santha rama rau to effectively convey the story’s themes and emotional depth.
The style is simple yet evocative, making it accessible while engaging
readers in critical reflection.

Narrative Perspective

The first-person narrative from Santha’s point of view offers an intimate



glimpse into the protagonist’s feelings and thoughts. This perspective
enhances the emotional impact and allows readers to empathize with the
cultural conflict experienced by the character.

Symbolism

The story uses symbolism extensively, particularly through names, the school
setting, and the act of renaming. These symbols deepen the meaning and
emphasize the cultural tensions inherent in colonialism.

Imagery and Tone

The imagery in the story, such as descriptions of the school environment and
the behavior of the headmistress, helps to create a vivid portrayal of the
colonial atmosphere. The tone is reflective and subtly critical, inviting
readers to question the colonial practices depicted.

Relevance and Impact

by any other name by santha rama rau remains a significant literary work for
its exploration of cultural identity and colonialism. Its themes continue to
resonate in contemporary discussions about multiculturalism, identity
politics, and the effects of historical oppression.

Educational Importance

The story is frequently included in academic curricula to introduce students
to postcolonial literature and to foster understanding of cultural diversity
and colonial history. It serves as a valuable tool for discussions on
identity and cultural sensitivity.

Cultural Reflection

The narrative encourages reflection on the power dynamics involved in naming
and identity formation. It challenges readers to consider the importance of
respecting cultural heritage in a globalized world.

Legacy in Postcolonial Literature

by any other name by santha rama rau contributes to the canon of postcolonial
literature by articulating the nuanced experiences of colonized individuals.
Its enduring relevance underscores the importance of literature in preserving
and questioning cultural identities.

e Exploration of identity and cultural conflict

e Critique of colonial educational practices



e Use of symbolism and narrative perspective

e Continued significance in postcolonial studies

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'By Any Other Name' by
Santha Rama Rau?
'By Any Other Name' explores the theme of cultural identity and colonialism,

highlighting the impact of British colonial rule on Indian children and their
experiences with racism and assimilation.

How does Santha Rama Rau depict the conflict between
Indian and British cultures in the story?

Santha Rama Rau depicts the conflict through the experiences of two Indian
sisters who face discrimination and pressure to conform to British norms in

their English school, symbolizing the broader cultural clash under colonial
rule.

What role does the changing of names play in 'By Any
Other Name'?

The changing of names in the story symbolizes the erasure of Indian identity
and the forced assimilation into British culture, as the sisters’ names are
altered to sound more 'English' by their teacher.

How does the story 'By Any Other Name' reflect the
impact of colonial education on Indian students?

The story reflects the impact by showing how colonial education often
undermined Indian heritage and self-esteem, as Indian students were made to
feel inferior and pressured to adopt British customs and language.

What literary techniques does Santha Rama Rau use in
'By Any Other Name' to convey her message?

Santha Rama Rau uses first-person narration, vivid descriptions, and irony to
effectively convey the emotional and psychological effects of colonialism on
Indian children, making the reader empathize with their struggle.

Additional Resources

1. Mrs. Dutta Writes a Letter by Santha Rama Rau

This novella explores the life of Mrs. Dutta, an Indian woman who struggles
with cultural identity and societal expectations after moving to America.
Through her letters, she reveals her feelings of displacement and the
challenges of adapting to a new environment while preserving her heritage.



The story poignantly captures the immigrant experience and the quest for
self-understanding.

2. East and West by Santha Rama Rau

A travelogue that contrasts Eastern and Western cultures through the author's
personal experiences and observations. Santha Rama Rau provides insightful
commentary on the differences in customs, social norms, and philosophies
between the two worlds. The book offers a nuanced perspective on cultural
diversity and the blending of traditions.

3. Home to India by Santha Rama Rau

This memoir details the author’s return to India after years abroad,
exploring the emotional and cultural complexities of coming back to a
homeland that has changed as much as she has. It touches on themes of
identity, belonging, and the deep ties to one's roots. The narrative is both
intimate and reflective, offering a unique look at post-colonial India.

4. My Russian Journey by Santha Rama Rau

In this travel narrative, Rau shares her experiences traveling through Russia
during a time of political and social change. The book captures the
atmosphere of the country and the interactions between the author and the
Russian people. It provides a rare glimpse into Soviet life from an
outsider’s perspective.

5. The Inner Courtyard by Santha Rama Rau

A collection of short stories that delve into the lives of Indian women,
their struggles, desires, and societal restrictions. The stories highlight
the tension between tradition and modernity in Indian society. Through rich
characterization, Rau sheds light on the inner worlds of her protagonists.

6. Letter to a Teacher by Santha Rama Rau

This poignant story explores the relationship between a student and her
teacher, emphasizing themes of education, cultural misunderstanding, and
personal growth. The narrative reflects on the power of communication and
empathy across cultural divides. It is both a personal and universal tale.

7. The Journey by Santha Rama Rau

A narrative chronicling a physical and metaphorical journey, this book
examines transformation through travel and encounters with new cultures. The
author reflects on themes of identity, change, and self-discovery. The
journey is both outward and inward, providing deep insights into human
experience.

8. Indian Summer by Santha Rama Rau

Set against the backdrop of India's changing social landscape, this novel
explores love, family, and tradition. The story delves into the complexities
of relationships and the impact of historical events on personal lives. It is
a rich portrayal of Indian society during a time of transition.

9. In the Shadow of the Taj by Santha Rama Rau

This work captures the mystique and history surrounding the Taj Mahal while
weaving in stories of those connected to it. The narrative blends historical
facts with fictional elements to bring the monument and its cultural
significance to life. It is a tribute to India's heritage and enduring
beauty.
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