buffalo bills quarterbacks history

buffalo bills quarterbacks history traces the evolution of one of the NFL'’s
most storied franchises through the lens of its most pivotal playmakers. From
the early years of the American Football League to the modern era, the Bills’
quarterback position has seen a mix of iconic leaders and promising talents.
This article provides a comprehensive overview of the key quarterbacks who
have shaped the team’s identity, their statistical achievements, and their
contributions to the franchise’s successes and challenges. Understanding the
buffalo bills quarterbacks history offers insight into the strategic shifts
in offense, the impact of individual performances, and the team's journey
through highs and lows. The following sections will delve into the
franchise’s early signal-callers, the golden era led by legendary
quarterbacks, transitional phases, and the current state of the position.
Each era highlights the quarterbacks’ role in the broader narrative of the
Buffalo Bills.

Early Era Quarterbacks (1960s-1970s)

Jim Kelly and the Super Bowl Years (1986-1996)

Post-Kelly Transition and Quarterback Challenges (1997-2016)

Modern Era Quarterbacks and Resurgence (2017-Present)

Early Era Quarterbacks (1960s-1970s)

The buffalo bills quarterbacks history begins in the team’s founding years
during the 1960s, when the franchise was established as part of the American
Football League (AFL). This period set the foundation for the team’s
identity, with several quarterbacks taking the helm as the Bills sought to
establish themselves competitively.

Jack Kemp

Jack Kemp was the primary quarterback for the Buffalo Bills during much of
the 1960s. Known for his leadership and passing ability, Kemp was
instrumental in guiding the team to two AFL championships in 1964 and 1965.
His ability to manage the offense and execute critical plays earned him a
lasting legacy in buffalo bills quarterbacks history.



Other Notable Quarterbacks of the Era

Besides Kemp, several other quarterbacks contributed to the team’s efforts
during this era, including:

e Danny Woodhead (not the running back, an earlier namesake)
e Ed Rutkowski

e Kay Stephenson

While none matched Kemp’s impact, these players helped sustain the Bills
through the formative years and set the stage for future developments.

Jim Kelly and the Super Bowl Years (1986-1996)

The most celebrated chapter in buffalo bills quarterbacks history is
undoubtedly the Jim Kelly era. Drafted in 1983, Kelly became the franchise’s
defining quarterback and led the Bills to unprecedented success in the early
1990s.

Jim Kelly’s Arrival and Early Career

Kelly initially played in the United States Football League (USFL) before
joining the Bills in 1986. He quickly established himself as a dynamic and
resilient quarterback, known for his strong arm and ability to perform under
pressure. Kelly'’'s presence marked the beginning of a renaissance for the
franchise.

The Super Bowl Run

Between 1990 and 1993, Jim Kelly led the Buffalo Bills to four consecutive
Super Bowl appearances, a feat unmatched in NFL history. Although the team
did not secure a championship, the era is remembered for its offensive
innovation, particularly the "K-Gun" no-huddle offense.

1990: Super Bowl XXV vs. New York Giants

1991: Super Bowl XXVI vs. Washington Redskins

1992: Super Bowl XXVII vs. Dallas Cowboys

1993: Super Bowl XXVIII vs. Dallas Cowboys



Kelly's leadership and skill were central to the team's sustained excellence
and national prominence during this golden era.

Legacy of Jim Kelly

Kelly retired as the franchise’s all-time leader in passing yards,
touchdowns, and completions. His influence extends beyond statistics,
symbolizing perseverance and elite quarterback play in buffalo bills
quarterbacks history.

Post-Kelly Transition and Quarterback
Challenges (1997-2016)

Following Jim Kelly’s retirement, the Buffalo Bills entered a period marked
by quarterback instability and rebuilding efforts. This phase of buffalo
bills quarterbacks history is characterized by frequent changes at the
position and efforts to find a long-term solution.

Notable Quarterbacks of the Era

Several quarterbacks attempted to fill the void left by Kelly, with varying
degrees of success:

1. Doug Flutie — Known for mobility and leadership, Flutie provided
temporary stability in the late 1990s.

2. Trent Edwards — Drafted in 2007, Edwards showed early promise but
struggled with consistency.

3. Ryan Fitzpatrick — A veteran presence who brought experience and
occasional strong performances.

4. J.P. Losman — Drafted in 2004, had flashes of potential but was hindered
by injuries and inconsistency.

Impact on Team Performance

The frequent quarterback changes contributed to the team’s struggles with
playoff appearances and overall offensive cohesion. Despite these challenges,
the period also saw the development of future stars at other positions,
setting a foundation for eventual resurgence.



Modern Era Quarterbacks and Resurgence (2017-
Present)

The most recent chapter in buffalo bills quarterbacks history reflects a
return to stability and competitive success, highlighted by the emergence of
franchise quarterbacks capable of leading the team to playoff contention and
beyond.

Tyrod Taylor and Early Stability

Tyrod Taylor’s tenure as the Bills’ starting quarterback from 2015 to 2017
provided a much-needed period of steadiness. Taylor’s dual-threat
capabilities and efficient play helped the team reach the playoffs in 2017,
their first postseason appearance in nearly two decades.

Josh Allen: The Franchise Quarterback

Drafted in 2018, Josh Allen has rapidly become one of the most dynamic and
promising quarterbacks in the NFL. Known for his strong arm, mobility, and
leadership qualities, Allen has transformed the Bills’ offense and led the
team deep into the playoffs multiple times.

e 2019: First full season as starter, showing marked improvement.
e 2020: Led the Bills to the AFC Championship game.

e 2021 and beyond: Continued upgrades in passing accuracy and decision-
making.

Allen’s rise marks a significant milestone in buffalo bills quarterbacks
history, signaling a new era of competitiveness and hope for the franchise.

Supporting Cast and Offensive Evolution

Alongside Allen, the Bills have built a strong supporting cast including wide
receivers, tight ends, and a revamped offensive line, enabling a balanced and
potent offensive scheme. This modern evolution reflects lessons learned
throughout the franchise’s quarterback history.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first starting quarterback for the
Buffalo Bills?

The first starting quarterback for the Buffalo Bills was Jack Kemp, who
played for the team when it was established in 1960.

Which Buffalo Bills quarterback led the team to four
consecutive Super Bowl appearances?

Jim Kelly led the Buffalo Bills to four consecutive Super Bowl appearances
from 1990 to 1993.

Who holds the Buffalo Bills franchise record for
most passing yards in a career?

Jim Kelly holds the Buffalo Bills franchise record for most passing yards in
his career.

Which quarterback was the Buffalo Bills' starter
before Josh Allen?

Tyrod Taylor was the Buffalo Bills' starting quarterback before Josh Allen
became the starter.

When was Josh Allen drafted by the Buffalo Bills?

Josh Allen was drafted by the Buffalo Bills in the first round of the 2018
NFL Draft.

Did any Buffalo Bills quarterback win the NFL MVP
award?
No Buffalo Bills quarterback has won the NFL MVP award as of 2024.

Who was the Bills quarterback during the famous
'Music City Miracle' playoff game?

Rob Johnson was the Buffalo Bills quarterback during the 'Music City Miracle'
playoff game in the 1999 season.

Which Buffalo Bills quarterback has the highest



single-season passing yards?

Josh Allen holds the record for the highest single-season passing yards for
the Buffalo Bills.

How many Buffalo Bills quarterbacks have been
inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame?

Two Buffalo Bills quarterbacks, Jack Kemp and Jim Kelly, have been inducted
into the Pro Football Hall of Fame.

Who was the Buffalo Bills quarterback during their
AAFC and early AFL years?

During the AFL years, quarterbacks like Jack Kemp and Babe Parilli were
prominent starters for the Buffalo Bills.

Additional Resources

1. Buffalo Bills Quarterbacks: A Legacy of Leadership

This book provides an in-depth look at the quarterbacks who have led the
Buffalo Bills franchise throughout its history. From early pioneers to modern
stars, it examines their careers, challenges, and contributions to the team's
identity. Readers gain insight into how each quarterback shaped the Bills’
successes and struggles over the decades.

2. Throwing for Glory: The Buffalo Bills QB Chronicles

Focusing on the most iconic moments in Buffalo Bills quarterback history,
this book highlights key games, pivotal plays, and defining seasons. It
features detailed profiles of quarterbacks, emphasizing their unique styles
and leadership qualities. The narrative captures the passion and resilience
that characterize the Bills' passing game.

3. Behind the Helmet: The Stories of Buffalo Bills Quarterbacks

This title delves into the personal and professional lives of the players who
have taken the helm for the Bills. It explores the pressures and triumphs
faced by these athletes both on and off the field. With exclusive interviews
and anecdotes, the book offers a humanizing perspective on the team's signal-
callers.

4. Buffalo Bills QBs: From Jim Kelly to Josh Allen

Covering the evolution of the quarterback position within the Bills
organization, this book traces the lineage from Hall of Famer Jim Kelly to
current star Josh Allen. It discusses changes in play style, coaching
philosophies, and team dynamics. Fans will appreciate the comprehensive
timeline and comparative analyses of these key figures.

5. The Comeback Kids: Buffalo Bills Quarterbacks in the Playoffs



This book highlights the Buffalo Bills quarterbacks’ performances in high-
stakes playoff games. It recounts memorable comebacks, strategic decisions,
and leadership under pressure. The stories celebrate the resilience and
determination that define the team's postseason history.

6. Buffalo Bills QB Drafts: Hits, Misses, and Lessons Learned

An exploration of the Bills’ quarterback selections through the NFL Draft,
this book evaluates the successes and setbacks in building the team's roster.
It provides detailed scouting reports, draft day stories, and post-draft
outcomes. Readers gain a better understanding of the challenges in
identifying franchise quarterbacks.

7. Signal Callers of Orchard Park: The Buffalo Bills’ Quarterback Saga

This title offers a comprehensive history of the quarterbacks who have played
at Orchard Park, the Bills’ home stadium. It combines historical context with
player profiles and game analyses. The book captures the spirit of Buffalo
through the lens of its most important offensive leaders.

8. In the Pocket: The Art and Science of Buffalo Bills Quarterbacks

Focusing on the technical and strategic aspects of quarterback play, this
book breaks down the mechanics, decision-making, and innovations of Bills
QBs. Coaches, analysts, and former players contribute insights into what
makes a successful quarterback in Buffalo’s system. It’s a valuable resource
for fans and aspiring players alike.

9. Buffalo Bills Quarterbacks: Trials, Triumphs, and Teamwork

This narrative explores the emotional and physical challenges faced by Bills
quarterbacks, highlighting stories of perseverance and collaboration. It
emphasizes the importance of teamwork between the quarterback, coaches, and
supporting cast. The book celebrates the enduring spirit that has defined the
Bills’ offense through the years.
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