browns stages of language development
chart asha

browns stages of language development chart asha is a crucial resource for
speech-language pathologists, educators, and researchers aiming to understand
the progression of syntactic and morphological development in children.
Developed by Roger Brown, these stages provide a systematic framework for
assessing and tracking language acquisition milestones, particularly in the
context of early childhood. The chart is often referenced and adapted by the
American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA) for clinical and
educational purposes. This article explores the significance of Brown’s
stages, the detailed components of the chart as recognized by ASHA, and
practical applications for language assessment and intervention.
Additionally, it delves into how professionals can utilize this tool to
support children with typical and atypical language development.
Understanding these stages enhances the accuracy of diagnosing language
delays and tailoring effective therapy plans.
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Overview of Browns Stages of Language
Development

The Browns stages of language development chart asha outlines a sequence of
syntactic and morphological milestones typically achieved by children between
the ages of 12 months and 5 years. Roger Brown’s seminal research identified
five main stages characterized by the emergence of specific grammatical
morphemes and increasing mean length of utterance (MLU). These stages provide
a normative framework that helps professionals track how children acquire
complex sentence structures and morphological markers as their linguistic
abilities mature.

Each stage corresponds to a range of MLU values and the appearance of key

grammatical forms such as plurals, verb tenses, and articles. Brown’'s stages
are widely accepted due to their empirical foundation and practical utility
in evaluating language acquisition. The ASHA community frequently references



these stages to ensure consistency in language assessment and intervention
strategies.

Historical Background

Roger Brown’s research in the late 1960s and early 1970s was pioneering in
its methodological approach, using longitudinal language samples from
children to identify universal patterns in grammatical development. His work
laid the groundwork for standardized tools in language acquisition research
and therapy.

Stages Defined by Mean Length of Utterance (MLU)

MLU, measured in morphemes, serves as an essential quantitative indicator in
Brown’s stages. Typically, the stages are segmented as follows:

e Stage I: MLU 1.0 — 1.99 (early word combinations)

e Stage II: MLU 2.0 — 2.49 (emergence of grammatical morphemes)
e Stage III: MLU 2.5 — 2.99 (development of simple sentences)

e Stage IV: MLU 3.0 — 3.74 (complex sentences and embedding)

e Stage V: MLU 3.75 — 4.5+ (advanced morphology and syntax)

Key Components of the Browns Stages Chart as
per ASHA

The browns stages of language development chart asha incorporates detailed
descriptions of grammatical morphemes and syntactic structures acquired at
each stage. The chart is organized to facilitate easy reference and
application during language sample analysis and diagnostic evaluations.

Grammatical Morphemes

Brown identified 14 grammatical morphemes that emerge in a relatively fixed
order across typical language development. These include:

e Present progressive (-ing)

e Prepositions (in, on)



Plural -s

’

Possessive 's

Past tense -ed

Third person singular present tense -s

e Auxiliary verbs (is, are, am)

ASHA’s adaptation of the chart highlights when these morphemes typically
appear and become productive within children’s utterances.

Sentence Types and Syntactic Development

Alongside morpheme acquisition, the chart outlines progression in sentence
complexity, such as:

Two-word combinations in early stages

Negative and interrogative sentence formation

Use of embedded clauses and conjunctions

Development of passive constructions and complex verb phrases

Mean Length of Utterance (MLU) Benchmarks

ASHA emphasizes the use of MLU as an objective measure to classify a child’s
current stage. The chart correlates specific MLU ranges with expected
grammatical and syntactic features to assist clinicians in accurate staging.

Application of Browns Stages in Clinical
Practice

Speech-language pathologists utilize the browns stages of language
development chart asha to assess children’s language abilities
systematically. The chart serves as a diagnostic tool for identifying delays,
planning targeted interventions, and monitoring progress over time.



Language Sample Analysis

Collecting spontaneous language samples and calculating MLU allows clinicians
to determine the child’s developmental stage based on Brown’s criteria. This
method supports the identification of specific grammatical deficits or delays
relative to typical developmental expectations.

Individualized Therapy Planning

By pinpointing which grammatical morphemes or syntactic structures are
emerging or delayed, therapists can design interventions that focus on
strengthening particular language skills. For example, if a child is not
producing past tense verbs, therapy might target this morpheme explicitly.

Progress Monitoring and Outcome Measurement

The chart enables objective tracking of a child’s language growth by
reassessing MLU and grammatical usage at different points during therapy.
This facilitates data-driven decisions about the continuation, modification,
or conclusion of treatment plans.

Limitations and Considerations in Using Browns
Stages

While the browns stages of language development chart asha is a valuable
framework, professionals must consider certain limitations and contextual
factors when applying it in practice.

Variability in Language Development

Individual differences, cultural and linguistic diversity, and bilingualism
can affect the timing and sequence of morpheme acquisition. The chart is
based primarily on English monolingual development, so adaptations may be
necessary for other populations.

MLU as a Measurement Tool

MLU provides an efficient metric but does not capture all aspects of language
complexity or pragmatic skills. Supplementary assessments may be required for
a comprehensive language evaluation.



Age Range and Applicability

Brown’s stages are most applicable to early childhood language development,
roughly from 12 months to 5 years old. Beyond this age range, more advanced
syntactic and semantic assessment tools are recommended.

Additional Resources and Tools Complementing
Browns Stages

Clinicians and educators often complement the browns stages of language
development chart asha with other standardized assessments and observational
checklists to obtain a holistic understanding of a child’s language
abilities.

Standardized Language Assessments

Tests such as the Clinical Evaluation of Language Fundamentals (CELF) and the
Preschool Language Scale (PLS) provide norm-referenced data on language
skills beyond grammar, including vocabulary, comprehension, and pragmatics.

Parent and Teacher Reports

Questionnaires and rating scales completed by caregivers and educators can
offer valuable insights into a child’s functional language use in
naturalistic settings.

Dynamic Assessment Approaches

These involve interactive evaluation techniques that measure a child’s
learning potential and responsiveness to intervention, complementing the
static nature of Brown’s developmental stages.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Brown's Stages of Language Development chart
by ASHA?

Brown's Stages of Language Development chart, referenced by ASHA (American
Speech-Language-Hearing Association), outlines the typical stages children go
through in acquiring language, categorized by MLU (Mean Length of Utterance)
and grammatical morphemes development.



How many stages are there in Brown's language
development chart?

There are five main stages in Brown's language development chart, each
representing a range of Mean Length of Utterance (MLU) and corresponding
grammatical milestones.

What is the significance of Mean Length of Utterance
(MLU) in Brown's stages?

MLU measures the average length of a child's spoken sentences and serves as
an indicator of their language development level in Brown's stages, helping
to identify which grammatical structures a child is likely to use.

Which grammatical morphemes are typically acquired
in Brown's Stage II?

In Brown's Stage II, children typically acquire present progressive '-ing',
prepositions 'in' and 'on', and the plural '-s' morpheme.

How does ASHA recommend using Brown's Stages of
Language Development in clinical practice?

ASHA recommends using Brown's stages as a guideline to assess a child's
language development progress, identify delays or disorders, and plan
appropriate speech-language interventions based on the child's current stage.

Can Brown's stages of language development chart be
applied to bilingual children?

While Brown's stages provide a useful framework, clinicians must consider
bilingual children's unique language exposure and development patterns, as
these stages were originally based on monolingual English speakers.

Where can speech-language pathologists find Brown's
Stages of Language Development chart through ASHA?

Speech-language pathologists can access Brown's Stages of Language
Development chart and related resources on the ASHA website, often within
clinical resources, language development guidelines, and professional
development materials.

Additional Resources

1. Language Development and Brown’s Stages: A Comprehensive Guide
This book offers an in-depth exploration of Brown’'s stages of language



development, providing detailed explanations of each stage. It serves as an
essential resource for speech-language pathologists and educators aiming to
understand typical language milestones. The guide includes practical examples
and case studies to illustrate language growth in children.

2. Understanding Child Language Acquisition: Insights from Brown’s Chart
Focusing on the foundational work of Brown, this text breaks down the
progression of language acquisition in young children. It highlights how
children develop grammatical morphemes and sentence complexity over time.
Readers will find clear descriptions and clinical implications for assessment
and intervention.

3. Applied Language Development: Using Brown’s Stages in Therapy

Designed for clinicians, this book bridges theory and practice by showing how
Brown’s stages can inform speech-language therapy. It includes strategies for
evaluating language skills and designing appropriate goals based on
developmental stages. The text emphasizes individualized treatment plans
grounded in developmental norms.

4. Early Language Milestones: A Focus on Brown’s Morphological Development
This resource delves into the morphological aspects of Brown'’s stages, such
as the emergence of plurals, possessives, and verb tenses. It provides
detailed charts and examples that help professionals track children’s
language progress. The book is valuable for understanding the nuances of
early grammar acquisition.

5. Language Development in Children: From First Words to Complex Sentences
Covering the spectrum of language growth, this book incorporates Brown’s
stages to explain how children transition from single words to multi-word
utterances. It discusses the cognitive and social factors influencing
language development. The text is suitable for students and practitioners
alike.

6. Assessing Language Development Using Brown’s Stages

This practical guide focuses on assessment techniques aligned with Brown’s
stages of language development. It includes checklists, sample assessments,
and interpretation tips for clinicians working with diverse populations. The
book helps professionals identify delays and plan targeted interventions.

7. Theoretical Perspectives on Language Development: Revisiting Brown’s
Framework

Offering a scholarly review, this book examines Brown’s stages within the
broader context of language acquisition theories. It compares different
models and discusses the impact of Brown’s research on modern speech-language
pathology. Readers gain a critical understanding of language development
frameworks.

8. Language Intervention Strategies Based on Brown’s Developmental Chart
This book provides actionable intervention strategies tailored to each of
Brown’s developmental stages. It emphasizes evidence-based practices for
enhancing syntax and morphology in children with language impairments.



Practical worksheets and activity ideas support clinicians in delivering
effective therapy.

9. Child Language Acquisition and Developmental Milestones: The Role of
Brown’s Stages

Highlighting developmental milestones, this book integrates Brown'’s stages
with broader child language acquisition research. It outlines typical
patterns and variations in language growth, helping professionals
differentiate between typical and atypical development. The text is a
valuable tool for educators and therapists.
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