boise state quarterback history

boise state quarterback history is a rich and fascinating story that reflects the
evolution of one of college football's most dynamic programs. From its early days as a
small college team to becoming a nationally recognized powerhouse, Boise State has
produced exceptional quarterbacks who have shaped the team's identity and success. This
article delves into the key figures, milestones, and achievements that define Boise State's
quarterback legacy. It covers standout players, coaching influences, and the impact these
quarterbacks have had on the program’s rise in the NCAA landscape. Understanding Boise
State quarterback history offers insight into how the program developed its unique style of
play and competitive edge. The narrative also highlights how these quarterbacks
contributed to memorable seasons and bowl appearances. Following this introduction, a
detailed table of contents guides readers through the main sections of this comprehensive
examination.

e Early Years and Foundational Quarterbacks

» The Rise of Boise State Football

¢ Notable Quarterbacks in the 2000s

e Modern Era Quarterbacks and Recent Success

e Boise State Quarterback Legacy and Impact

Early Years and Foundational Quarterbacks

The early period of Boise State quarterback history dates back to the 1960s and 1970s,
when the program was still establishing itself within collegiate football. During this era,
Boise State was a junior college before transitioning to NCAA Division II and later Division
[-AA. The quarterbacks from these foundational years played a crucial role in setting the
groundwork for the program’s offensive strategies and team culture. While the names
from this period may not be widely recognized today, their contributions were vital to
Boise State’s growth and eventual success on the national stage.

Key Figures in Early Boise State Quarterback History

Among the earliest quarterbacks, players like Jim McMillan and Joe Aliotti stand out for
their leadership and performance. McMillan, who played in the late 1960s, demonstrated
strong passing ability and helped Boise State compete effectively against regional
opponents. Joe Aliotti later emerged in the 1970s as a signal-caller who showcased the
potential of Boise State’s offense. These quarterbacks embodied the resilience and
competitive spirit that would define Boise State’s approach to the quarterback position.



Offensive Style and Development

During the early years, Boise State's offensive schemes were heavily influenced by
traditional pro-style offenses, with a focus on balanced passing and rushing attacks. The
quarterbacks were expected to manage the game efficiently while adapting to evolving
football tactics. This foundational period helped Boise State develop a quarterback culture
that valued intelligence, accuracy, and leadership.

The Rise of Boise State Football

The 1990s marked a significant turning point in Boise State quarterback history as the
program transitioned into NCAA Division I-A (now FBS) and began to gain national
attention. This era saw the emergence of quarterbacks who helped elevate Boise State
from a regional competitor to a nationally competitive team, setting the stage for future
success. The offensive innovations and coaching changes during this time contributed to
the enhanced performance of Boise State quarterbacks.

Quarterbacks Leading the Transition

Quarterbacks such as Steve Kragthorpe and Bart Hendricks played pivotal roles in the
1990s. Kragthorpe, who later became a coach himself, was known for his poise and ability
to orchestrate the offense effectively. Hendricks, who played in the mid-1990s, was
notable for his dual-threat capabilities and leadership on the field. These players helped
Boise State adjust to the higher level of competition and laid the groundwork for the
explosive offenses that would follow.

Coaching Influence on Quarterback Development

The coaching staff during this period, including head coaches like Pokey Allen and Dirk
Koetter, emphasized quarterback development and offensive innovation. Koetter, in
particular, brought a more modern passing approach that allowed Boise State
quarterbacks to showcase their skills in a dynamic system. This shift contributed to Boise
State’s ability to compete against established programs and earn bowl game invitations.

Notable Quarterbacks in the 2000s

The 2000s represent a golden era in Boise State quarterback history, highlighted by
remarkable individual talents and unprecedented team success. This decade saw Boise
State rise to national prominence, with quarterbacks becoming household names in
college football circles. The program's innovative offensive schemes and the skill level of
its quarterbacks captured widespread attention, culminating in memorable victories and
landmark seasons.



Ryan Dinwiddie and Jared Zabransky

Ryan Dinwiddie was a standout Boise State quarterback in the early 2000s, known for his
accuracy and leadership. He helped guide the Broncos through competitive seasons and
set school records during his tenure. Following Dinwiddie, Jared Zabransky emerged as
one of Boise State’s most celebrated quarterbacks. Zabransky’s tenure, especially from
2005 to 2008, included leading Boise State to multiple conference titles and a historic
victory in the 2007 Fiesta Bowl against Oklahoma, a game often cited as one of the
greatest upsets in college football history.

Offensive Innovation and Success

The 2000s were marked by Boise State’s adoption of a high-powered, spread offense that
maximized the talents of its quarterbacks. This offensive style emphasized quick decision-
making, precise passing, and the ability to extend plays, enabling Boise State to compete
with and often defeat power conference teams. The success of quarterbacks during this
decade helped solidify Boise State’s reputation as a formidable program nationally.

Other Notable Quarterbacks of the 2000s

e Jared Zabransky - Fiesta Bowl MVP and three-time WAC champion
e Ryan Dinwiddie - School record holder for completions and passing yards at the time

e Taylor Tharp - Key contributor in the late 2000s

Modern Era Quarterbacks and Recent Success

In the 2010s and into the 2020s, Boise State quarterback history continues with a new
generation of talented players who have maintained the program’s competitive edge. The
Broncos have consistently produced quarterbacks capable of performing at a high level in
the Mountain West Conference and on the national stage. This era reflects the maturation
of Boise State’s quarterback development system and the program’s adaptability to
evolving offensive trends.

Noteworthy Modern Quarterbacks

Players like Kellen Moore, Grant Hedrick, and Brett Rypien have been instrumental in
sustaining Boise State’s offensive prowess. Kellen Moore, in particular, stands out as one
of the most accomplished quarterbacks in Boise State history. His record-breaking passing
statistics and leadership helped the Broncos secure multiple conference championships
and high-profile bowl victories during his tenure from 2008 to 2011. More recently, Brett
Rypien continued the legacy with consistent performances and strong passing numbers,



further cementing Boise State’s reputation for quarterback excellence.

Recent Offensive Strategies and Development

The modern era quarterbacks have benefited from advanced coaching techniques and
play-calling that blend traditional and spread offense elements. This hybrid approach
allows quarterbacks to exploit defensive weaknesses and adapt to various game situations.
Emphasis on quarterback mobility, accuracy, and decision-making remains central to
Boise State's offensive philosophy.

List of Prominent Modern Era Quarterbacks

¢ Kellen Moore - Record-holder and two-time Mountain West Offensive Player of the
Year

e Grant Hedrick - Versatile dual-threat quarterback
e Brett Rypien - Consistent starter and prolific passer

e Hank Bachmeier - Early 2020s starter with notable potential

Boise State Quarterback Legacy and Impact

The legacy of Boise State quarterbacks is defined by their contributions to the program’s
sustained success and national recognition. Over the decades, the quarterback position
has been pivotal in executing Boise State’s innovative offensive schemes and achieving
landmark victories. The program’s ability to develop quarterbacks who excel both
athletically and mentally has been a cornerstone of its identity.

Impact on Boise State Football Culture

Boise State quarterbacks have helped establish a culture of resilience, innovation, and
excellence. Their leadership on and off the field has fostered team cohesion and
adaptability, enabling the Broncos to compete against larger programs despite being a
non-Power Five school. This culture has attracted recruits and coaching talent, further
strengthening the program.

Contribution to Professional Football

Several Boise State quarterbacks have advanced to professional football careers in the
NFL and other leagues, showcasing the program’s ability to prepare players for the next
level. Their success in professional football underscores the quality of Boise State’s



quarterback development and its reputation as a breeding ground for talented signal-
callers.

Summary of Boise State Quarterback Achievements

Multiple conference championships led by standout quarterbacks

Historic bowl game victories, including the 2007 Fiesta Bowl upset

Record-setting passing statistics and individual awards

Development of quarterbacks who progressed to professional careers

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first notable quarterback in Boise State
history?

The first notable quarterback in Boise State history was Kellen Moore, who played from
2008 to 2011 and set numerous school records.

How did Kellen Moore impact Boise State's football
program?

Kellen Moore significantly impacted Boise State's program by leading the team to multiple
bowl victories, setting NCAA records for wins by a starting quarterback, and elevating the
national profile of Boise State football.

Which Boise State quarterback had the highest passing
yards in a single season?

Kellen Moore holds the record for the highest passing yards in a single season at Boise
State, throwing for over 4,500 yards in the 2010 season.

Have any Boise State quarterbacks been drafted into the
NFL?
Yes, several Boise State quarterbacks, including Kellen Moore and Ryan Dinwiddie, have

been drafted or signed by NFL teams, with Moore having a notable coaching career in the
NFL as well.



Who succeeded Kellen Moore as the starting
quarterback at Boise State?

After Kellen Moore, Joe Southwick took over as the starting quarterback for Boise State,
playing from 2012 to 2013.

What is notable about Boise State's quarterback
development?

Boise State is known for developing quarterbacks who excel in both passing efficiency and
leadership, often outperforming expectations relative to recruiting rankings.

Which Boise State quarterback led the team to its
famous 2007 Fiesta Bowl victory?

Chad Hyder was the quarterback during Boise State's famous 2007 Fiesta Bowl victory
over Oklahoma, a landmark moment in the program's history.

How has Boise State's quarterback play evolved over the
years?

Boise State's quarterback play has evolved from a run-heavy, option-based attack to a
more balanced and pass-oriented offense, highlighted by accurate and efficient
quarterbacks like Kellen Moore and later players.

Are there any recent standout quarterbacks for Boise
State?

Recent standout quarterbacks for Boise State include Hank Bachmeier and Taylen Green,
who have shown promising talent and continue the tradition of strong quarterback play at
the school.

Additional Resources

1. Bronco Legends: The Quarterbacks of Boise State

This book chronicles the history of Boise State’s most iconic quarterbacks, from the early
days of the program to modern stars. It delves into their personal backgrounds, collegiate
careers, and the pivotal games that defined their legacies. Filled with interviews and game
analyses, it offers fans a comprehensive look at the men who have led the Broncos to
victory.

2. Blue Turf Heroes: Tales of Boise State QBs

Focusing on the unique challenges and triumphs faced by Boise State quarterbacks, this
book highlights their journey both on and off the field. It explores the evolution of
offensive strategies and how each quarterback adapted to the team's dynamic style.
Readers gain insight into the mental and physical preparation that shaped these athletes.



3. From Underdogs to Icons: Boise State Quarterback Story

This narrative traces the rise of underdog quarterbacks who transformed Boise State into
a nationally recognized football program. It showcases their determination, leadership,
and breakthrough moments that turned skeptics into believers. The book also discusses
the impact of coaching and program development on quarterback success.

4. The Blue Turf Chronicles: Boise State’s Signal Callers

An in-depth look at Boise State quarterbacks through the decades, this book combines
statistical analysis with personal stories. It provides a detailed account of each
quarterback’s playing style, strengths, and contributions to the team’s overall success.
Fans will appreciate the blend of historical context and player profiles.

5. Pass Masters: The Evolution of Boise State Quarterbacks

This book focuses on the technical and tactical growth of Boise State’s quarterbacks,
highlighting how passing games have changed over time. It includes expert commentary
on mechanics, decision-making, and leadership qualities. The narrative emphasizes the
quarterbacks’ roles in adapting to new offensive systems.

6. Bronco Blue: The Rise of Boise State’s Quarterbacks

Covering the recent decades, this book spotlights the quarterbacks who propelled Boise
State to national prominence. It features behind-the-scenes access to training regimens,
game preparations, and locker room dynamics. The book celebrates the perseverance and
talent that have become synonymous with Boise State football.

7. Quarterback Quest: Boise State’s Search for Excellence

This title explores Boise State’s recruitment and development strategies for quarterbacks,
revealing how the program identifies and nurtures talent. It discusses the challenges of
competing at a high level and the pressures faced by quarterbacks in critical moments.
The book offers a comprehensive look at the program’s commitment to excellence.

8. Blue Turf Legends: Iconic Boise State Quarterback Moments

A collection of memorable games and key plays led by Boise State quarterbacks, this book
captures the excitement and drama of Broncos football. It provides detailed game recaps,
player reflections, and expert analysis. Readers relive the thrilling moments that have
defined Boise State’s quarterback history.

9. Leadership on the Blue Turf: Boise State Quarterbacks in Focus

This book emphasizes the leadership qualities that Boise State quarterbacks have
exhibited both on and off the field. It includes personal anecdotes, coaching perspectives,
and lessons learned from adversity. The narrative highlights how these leaders have
shaped team culture and inspired future generations.
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