
bob odenkirk writing credits

bob odenkirk writing credits have played a significant role in shaping his
multifaceted career in the entertainment industry. Known not only for his
acting prowess but also for his sharp wit and creative storytelling, Odenkirk
has established himself as a talented writer. His writing work spans various
genres and formats, from sketch comedy shows to critically acclaimed
television dramas. This article delves into the extensive body of work that
comprises bob odenkirk writing credits, highlighting key projects that
showcase his versatility and skill. Readers will gain insight into his early
writing days, his contributions to iconic comedy series, and his impact on
modern television. Additionally, the discussion will include notable
collaborations and recurring themes in his writing career. The following
sections provide a detailed overview of bob odenkirk’s notable writing
accomplishments.

Early Writing Career and Breakthroughs

Contributions to Sketch Comedy

Writing for Television Drama

Notable Film Writing Credits

Collaborations and Influence in the Industry

Early Writing Career and Breakthroughs

Bob Odenkirk’s writing career began in the 1980s, where he quickly made a
name for himself in the world of comedy writing. His early work involved
writing sketches and scripts for television, which allowed him to hone his
comedic timing and narrative skills. One of his initial breakthrough moments
came with his involvement in a popular sketch comedy environment, where his
unique voice and ability to craft memorable characters stood out. These early
writing credits laid the foundation for Odenkirk’s future success by
showcasing his talent for blending humor with sharp social commentary. His
writing during this period often reflected a keen understanding of satire and
parody, elements that would become a hallmark of his style.

Contributions to Sketch Comedy

Among bob odenkirk writing credits, his work on sketch comedy programs is
particularly notable. Odenkirk was a key writer for several influential shows
in the 1990s, helping to define the tone and style of the era’s comedy
landscape. His ability to develop clever, concise sketches contributed to the
success of these programs and influenced many contemporary comedians and
writers.



Saturday Night Live

Bob Odenkirk contributed as a writer to Saturday Night Live (SNL) during the
late 1980s and early 1990s. Although his tenure was brief, his work on SNL
helped establish his reputation in the industry. Writing for SNL required
quick wit and adaptability, skills that Odenkirk demonstrated consistently.
His sketches often combined absurd humor with cultural and political satire,
resonating with a broad audience.

Mr. Show with Bob and David

One of the most significant entries in bob odenkirk writing credits is the
cult classic Mr. Show with Bob and David. This HBO sketch comedy series, co-
created and co-written by Odenkirk and David Cross, received critical acclaim
for its innovative format and sharp humor. The show’s writing was
characterized by surreal sketches, clever transitions, and a distinctive
comedic voice. Odenkirk’s role as a writer and performer on Mr. Show
solidified his status as a creative force in comedy writing.

Innovative sketch transitions and narrative flow

Satirical takes on social and political issues

Collaborative writing approach with David Cross

Influence on later sketch comedy shows and comedians

Writing for Television Drama

While bob odenkirk writing credits are often associated with comedy, his work
in television drama is equally impactful. Transitioning from sketch comedy to
dramatic storytelling, Odenkirk demonstrated his versatility as a writer. His
ability to craft complex characters and emotionally engaging narratives has
earned him recognition beyond the comedy realm.

Breaking Bad

Bob Odenkirk’s writing involvement in the critically acclaimed series
Breaking Bad is a testament to his range. Though primarily known for his
acting role as Saul Goodman, Odenkirk also contributed to the writing process
behind the scenes. His insights into character development and plot
intricacies helped shape the series’ dynamic storytelling. This experience
further expanded his reputation as a writer capable of handling intense
dramatic material.

Better Call Saul

Perhaps the most prominent example of bob odenkirk writing credits in drama
is the show Better Call Saul, a prequel to Breaking Bad. As a co-creator,
executive producer, and writer, Odenkirk played a pivotal role in developing



the series’ narrative. The show’s writing is praised for its deep character
exploration, intricate plotting, and balanced blend of drama and dark humor.
Odenkirk’s contributions as a writer helped the series receive numerous
accolades and a dedicated fanbase.

Notable Film Writing Credits

In addition to television, bob odenkirk writing credits extend to the big
screen. His film writing work, although less extensive than his television
projects, showcases his adaptability and creative range. Odenkirk has
contributed to screenplays that blend humor with compelling storytelling,
often exploring unique characters and situations.

Film Screenplays and Collaborations

Bob Odenkirk has been involved in writing for films that span various genres,
including comedy and drama. His approach to film writing often emphasizes
character-driven stories and sharp, witty dialogue. Collaborating with other
writers and filmmakers, Odenkirk has crafted screenplays that reflect his
distinctive voice and narrative sensibility.

Run Ronnie Run! (2002) – A film spun off from the Mr. Show sketches, co-
written and featuring Odenkirk.

The Brothers Solomon (2007) – Odenkirk contributed to the writing,
blending absurd humor with heartfelt moments.

Girlfriend’s Day (2017) – Odenkirk co-wrote and starred in this dark
comedy thriller, highlighting his ability to merge genres.

Collaborations and Influence in the Industry

Bob Odenkirk’s writing career is marked by fruitful collaborations with other
prominent figures in comedy and drama. His partnerships have enriched his
work and contributed to the broader entertainment landscape. Odenkirk’s
influence extends to mentoring emerging writers and shaping contemporary
television writing styles.

Partnerships with David Cross and Vince Gilligan

One of the most important collaborations in Odenkirk’s writing career has
been with David Cross. Their joint work on Mr. Show remains a benchmark in
sketch comedy writing. Similarly, Odenkirk’s collaboration with Vince
Gilligan on Breaking Bad and Better Call Saul has been instrumental in
crafting compelling narratives that blend drama with subtle humor.



Impact on Modern Television Writing

Bob Odenkirk’s writing style, characterized by sharp dialogue, complex
characters, and a blend of humor and drama, has influenced many contemporary
writers and shows. His ability to cross genres and innovate within
established formats has set a standard in the industry. Through his writing
credits, Odenkirk has contributed to evolving television storytelling
techniques and inspiring a new generation of writers.

Mentorship of emerging writers and comedians

Setting benchmarks for blending comedy and drama

Encouraging innovative narrative structures

Promoting character-driven storytelling

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some of Bob Odenkirk's most notable writing
credits?

Bob Odenkirk is best known for his writing work on the sketch comedy series
'Mr. Show with Bob and David,' as well as writing for 'Saturday Night Live'
and 'The Ben Stiller Show.'

Did Bob Odenkirk write for 'Saturday Night Live'?

Yes, Bob Odenkirk was a writer for 'Saturday Night Live' during the early
1990s.

Has Bob Odenkirk written for any comedy specials or
stand-up shows?

While primarily known for sketch and television writing, Bob Odenkirk has
contributed to various comedy specials, mostly related to his work on sketch
shows and collaborations with other comedians.

Is Bob Odenkirk credited as a writer on 'Breaking
Bad' or 'Better Call Saul'?

Bob Odenkirk is primarily credited as an actor on 'Breaking Bad' and 'Better
Call Saul,' but he has also contributed to the writing room on 'Better Call
Saul' in some capacity, though he is not the main credited writer.

What is Bob Odenkirk's role in the creation of 'Mr.
Show with Bob and David'?

Bob Odenkirk co-created, co-wrote, and starred in 'Mr. Show with Bob and
David,' which is one of his most influential writing credits.



Has Bob Odenkirk received any awards for his writing?

Bob Odenkirk has received critical acclaim and awards nominations for his
writing, particularly for 'Mr. Show with Bob and David,' which has a cult
following and was nominated for several Emmys.

Did Bob Odenkirk write for 'The Ben Stiller Show'?

Yes, Bob Odenkirk was a writer for 'The Ben Stiller Show,' which earned him
recognition early in his career.

How has Bob Odenkirk's writing influenced modern
sketch comedy?

Bob Odenkirk's writing, especially on 'Mr. Show,' has been highly influential
in shaping modern sketch comedy with its innovative, surreal, and character-
driven humor, inspiring many contemporary comedians and writers.

Additional Resources
1. Mr. Show: The Book
This book dives into the groundbreaking sketch comedy series "Mr. Show with
Bob and David," co-created and written by Bob Odenkirk. It offers an inside
look at the creative process behind the show, featuring anecdotes, behind-
the-scenes stories, and select scripts. Fans of alternative comedy will
appreciate this deep dive into a cult classic that helped shape the careers
of many comedians.

2. Breaking Bad: The Official Book
Although Bob Odenkirk is best known for his acting role as Saul Goodman, his
involvement in the writing and development of "Breaking Bad" episodes is
notable. This official companion book explores the making of the series,
including insights into character development and storyline arcs where
Odenkirk contributed. It also contains interviews, photos, and commentary
from the cast and crew.

3. Better Call Saul: The Road to Redemption
Focusing on the prequel series where Bob Odenkirk stars and contributes
creatively, this book explores the evolution of the character Jimmy McGill
into Saul Goodman. It includes detailed episode breakdowns, script excerpts,
and interviews with writers and producers. The book provides a comprehensive
look at the writing challenges and narrative strategies used to expand the
Breaking Bad universe.

4. Comedy Writing Secrets from Bob Odenkirk
A practical guide for aspiring comedy writers, this book compiles lessons and
techniques from Bob Odenkirk’s extensive career in sketch comedy and
television writing. It covers topics like joke construction, sketch
development, and character creation. Readers will find valuable tips and
exercises to hone their comedic voice.

5. The Sketch Comedy Handbook
Drawing from his experience writing and performing on "Mr. Show" and other
projects, Bob Odenkirk offers a detailed manual on crafting successful sketch
comedy. The book includes examples of sketches, writing prompts, and advice
on collaboration and timing. It’s an essential resource for writers



interested in the unique demands of sketch comedy.

6. Writers on Writers: Bob Odenkirk Edition
This collection of essays and interviews features Bob Odenkirk discussing his
approach to storytelling and character development. It covers his work in
both comedy and drama, revealing how he balances humor with emotional depth.
The book provides inspiration and insight for writers across genres.

7. The Art of Television Writing
Featuring contributions from Bob Odenkirk among other prominent TV writers,
this book explores the craft of writing for television. Topics include
episode structure, dialogue, pacing, and collaboration with directors and
actors. Odenkirk’s sections focus on blending comedy with drama and creating
memorable characters.

8. Behind the Scenes of The Ben Stiller Show
Bob Odenkirk was a writer on "The Ben Stiller Show," and this book provides a
fascinating look at the show's development and writing process. It includes
script excerpts, writer’s notes, and interviews with the creative team. The
book highlights how Odenkirk's writing helped shape the show’s unique comedic
style.

9. Improvisation and Writing: Bob Odenkirk’s Creative Process
This book examines how improvisation influences Bob Odenkirk’s writing and
performance style. It combines theoretical discussion with practical
exercises to help writers incorporate spontaneity into their scripts. The
book is ideal for those looking to enhance their creativity and adaptability
in writing.
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