better homes and gardens christmas
recipes 2013

better homes and gardens christmas recipes 2013 offer a delightful collection
of festive dishes that have stood the test of time. This selection from the
2013 edition highlights traditional and innovative recipes perfect for
holiday gatherings. Featuring everything from savory mains to indulgent
desserts, these recipes are crafted to bring warmth and joy to any Christmas
celebration. The 2013 collection emphasizes seasonal ingredients and classic
flavors, ensuring that each dish complements the spirit of the holiday
season. Whether preparing a cozy family dinner or an elaborate feast, these
recipes provide inspiration and reliable results. This article explores the
standout recipes from Better Homes and Gardens Christmas Recipes 2013,
providing an overview of appetizers, main courses, side dishes, and desserts
to enrich holiday menus.
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Appetizers and Starters

The Better Homes and Gardens Christmas Recipes 2013 collection begins with a
variety of appetizers designed to tantalize the palate and set the tone for
the holiday meal. These starters are crafted to be both festive and
approachable, allowing hosts to easily prepare elegant dishes that impress
guests.

Classic Holiday Hors d'Qeuvres

Classic appetizers from the 2013 collection include recipes such as bacon-
wrapped dates, smoked salmon canapés, and stuffed mushrooms. These dishes
combine familiar flavors with festive presentation, making them ideal for
Christmas parties and cocktail hours.



Seasonal Vegetable Bites

Incorporating seasonal produce is a hallmark of these recipes, with options
like roasted Brussels sprout bites with balsamic glaze and cranberry goat
cheese crostini. These starters offer a fresh and colorful contrast to richer
holiday fare.

e Bacon-Wrapped Dates with Almonds

e Smoked Salmon and Dill Canapés

e Stuffed Mushrooms with Herb Cream Cheese
e Brussels Sprout Bites with Balsamic Glaze

e Cranberry and Goat Cheese Crostini

Main Courses for Christmas Dinner

Main courses featured in Better Homes and Gardens Christmas Recipes 2013
emphasize traditional holiday proteins prepared with flavorful twists. The
recipes range from classic roasts to creative alternatives suitable for
diverse dietary preferences.

Traditional Roasts and Poultry

The collection includes time-honored recipes like roast turkey with herb
butter, prime rib with garlic and rosemary, and glazed ham with a brown sugar
crust. These mains are designed to be the centerpiece of any Christmas feast,
offering rich flavors and impressive presentation.

Creative Alternatives and Special Diet Options

For those seeking something different, the 2013 recipes feature options such
as stuffed pork loin with apples and cranberries, herb-crusted salmon, and
vegetarian nut roasts. These alternatives provide variety while maintaining
the festive spirit of the holiday meal.

e Herb-Butter Roast Turkey
e Garlic and Rosemary Prime Rib

e Brown Sugar Glazed Ham



e Apple and Cranberry Stuffed Pork Loin
e Herb-Crusted Salmon Fillets

e Vegetarian Nut Roast with Mushrooms

Traditional and Creative Side Dishes

Side dishes in the Better Homes and Gardens Christmas Recipes 2013 collection
complement the main courses with a balance of flavors and textures. These
recipes include classic favorites and inventive vegetable preparations that
elevate the holiday table.

Classic Sides with a Holiday Twist

Recipes such as creamy mashed potatoes with roasted garlic, green bean
casserole with crispy shallots, and sweet potato casserole with pecan topping
highlight traditional sides enhanced with seasonal ingredients and refined
techniques.

Vegetable and Grain-Based Sides

In addition to classics, the collection offers dishes like wild rice pilaf
with dried cranberries, roasted root vegetables with thyme, and Brussels
sprouts with pancetta. These sides add variety and color to the Christmas
menu.

* Roasted Garlic Mashed Potatoes

e Green Bean Casserole with Crispy Shallots
e Sweet Potato Casserole with Pecan Topping
e Wild Rice Pilaf with Dried Cranberries

e Roasted Root Vegetables with Thyme

e Brussels Sprouts with Pancetta



Festive Desserts and Sweet Treats

The dessert recipes from Better Homes and Gardens Christmas Recipes 2013 are
crafted to conclude the holiday meal on a sweet and memorable note. These
selections include traditional Christmas sweets as well as innovative
offerings that delight all ages.

Classic Christmas Desserts

Traditional treats such as gingerbread cookies, fruitcake, and eggnog
cheesecake are featured prominently. These recipes balance nostalgic flavors
with modern baking techniques to ensure perfect results every time.

Creative Sweet Treats and Pastries

For a twist on holiday classics, the collection includes peppermint bark,
chocolate yule log, and spiced cranberry bread pudding. These desserts add
variety and festive flair to the Christmas table.

e Gingerbread Cookies with Royal Icing

e Traditional Fruitcake with Nuts and Dried Fruit
e Eggnog Cheesecake with Nutmeg Topping

e Peppermint Bark with Dark and White Chocolate

e Chocolate Yule Log with Whipped Cream

e Spiced Cranberry Bread Pudding

Tips for Holiday Cooking and Presentation

Better Homes and Gardens Christmas Recipes 2013 not only offer delicious
dishes but also provide valuable tips for successful holiday cooking and
elegant presentation. These guidelines help streamline meal preparation and
enhance the festive atmosphere.

Preparation and Timing Strategies

Efficient holiday cooking involves planning and timing. The 2013 collection
advises preparing certain dishes ahead of time, utilizing slow cookers for
ease, and organizing the cooking schedule to ensure all dishes are served



fresh and hot.

Presentation and Table Setting Ideas

Presentation plays a crucial role in holiday meals. Suggestions include using
seasonal garnishes, coordinating dishware with holiday colors, and arranging
food attractively to create an inviting and festive dining experience.

Prepare sauces and desserts in advance

Use slow cookers for side dishes to free up oven space

Organize cooking schedule by dish complexity

Garnish plates with fresh herbs and cranberries

Incorporate red, green, and gold accents in table settings

Use tiered serving trays for appetizers and desserts

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some popular Better Homes and Gardens
Christmas recipes from 20137

Popular Better Homes and Gardens Christmas recipes from 2013 include classic
sugar cookies, peppermint bark, holiday roast turkey, and festive cranberry
relish.

Did Better Homes and Gardens feature any unique
Christmas dessert recipes in 20137

Yes, in 2013 Better Homes and Gardens featured unique Christmas desserts such
as gingerbread cheesecake bars and white chocolate cranberry cookies.

Are there any easy-to-make Christmas appetizer
recipes from Better Homes and Gardens 2013?

Better Homes and Gardens 2013 Christmas recipes included easy appetizers like
bacon-wrapped dates, stuffed mushrooms, and cranberry brie bites.



What traditional Christmas dinner recipes were
highlighted by Better Homes and Gardens in 20137

Traditional Christmas dinner recipes featured included glazed ham with
pineapple, roasted turkey with herb stuffing, and mashed potatoes with gravy.

Does Better Homes and Gardens 2013 offer any healthy
Christmas recipe options?

Yes, Better Homes and Gardens 2013 included healthier options such as roasted
vegetable medleys, cranberry walnut salads, and light pumpkin mousse
desserts.

Where can I find the Better Homes and Gardens
Christmas recipes from 2013 online?

Better Homes and Gardens Christmas recipes from 2013 can be found on their
official website archives, as well as on cooking and recipe sites that
feature their holiday collections.

Are there any make-ahead Christmas recipes from
Better Homes and Gardens 20137

Yes, make-ahead recipes like slow-cooker mulled cider, make-ahead cranberry
sauce, and cookie dough for Christmas cookies were part of the 2013 Better
Homes and Gardens holiday collection.

Additional Resources

1. Better Homes and Gardens Christmas Recipes 2013

This festive cookbook from Better Homes and Gardens offers a collection of
holiday recipes that capture the spirit of Christmas. Featuring traditional
favorites and modern twists, it includes appetizers, main courses, desserts,
and drinks perfect for holiday celebrations. The book is filled with
beautiful photography and helpful cooking tips, making it a go-to guide for
festive meal planning.

2. Holiday Baking with Better Homes and Gardens

Focusing on sweet treats and baked goods, this book provides a variety of
Christmas cookie recipes, cakes, and pies that are ideal for holiday parties
and gift-giving. It emphasizes easy-to-follow instructions and seasonal
ingredients, helping both novice and experienced bakers create delicious
festive treats. The book also includes decorating ideas to make your desserts
visually stunning.

3. Better Homes and Gardens Festive Entertaining
This title goes beyond recipes to include tips on holiday table settings,



party planning, and creating a warm atmosphere for Christmas gatherings. It
features a selection of recipes designed for entertaining, including finger
foods, cocktails, and make-ahead dishes. The book is perfect for hosts who

want to impress their guests with both food and ambiance.

4. Christmas with Better Homes and Gardens: Classic Holiday Recipes

A collection of timeless Christmas recipes that have been favorites over the
years, this book is perfect for those who appreciate traditional holiday
meals. From roasted turkey to classic desserts like pumpkin pie and
gingerbread, it offers a nostalgic culinary experience. The book also
includes stories and tips that highlight the history behind these beloved
dishes.

5. Better Homes and Gardens Seasonal Cooking: Winter Edition

While not exclusively focused on Christmas, this seasonal cookbook features
hearty and comforting recipes ideal for the winter holidays. It includes
soups, stews, roasts, and festive desserts that make the cold season cozy and
delicious. The emphasis is on seasonal ingredients and easy preparation to
enhance holiday meals.

6. Better Homes and Gardens Christmas Cookies

Dedicated entirely to Christmas cookie recipes, this book showcases a wide
variety of cookies from around the world. It provides detailed decorating
guides, tips for cookie exchanges, and packaging ideas for gifting. This is
an excellent resource for anyone looking to create an assortment of festive
cookies for the holiday season.

7. Better Homes and Gardens Holiday Appetizers

This cookbook focuses on small bites and appetizers perfect for Christmas
parties and gatherings. It includes recipes for dips, finger foods, and
elegant hors d'oeuvres that can be prepared in advance. The book offers
creative ideas to impress guests while keeping preparation manageable during
the busy holiday season.

8. Better Homes and Gardens Festive Desserts

Showcasing a range of dessert recipes suitable for Christmas celebrations,
this book features cakes, pies, puddings, and candies. It highlights seasonal
flavors such as peppermint, cinnamon, and cranberry, with beautiful
presentation ideas. Perfect for those who want to end their holiday meals on
a sweet, festive note.

9. Better Homes and Gardens Christmas Drinks and Cocktails

This book provides a curated selection of holiday beverages, including warm
drinks like mulled wine and hot cocoa, as well as festive cocktails. It
offers recipes for both alcoholic and non-alcoholic drinks, making it
suitable for all guests. The book also includes tips on garnishes and
presentation to add a special touch to holiday celebrations.
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