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bert stern the complete last sitting represents one of the most iconic and compelling photo sessions

in the history of photography. This legendary collection of images captures the final professional

photoshoot of Marilyn Monroe, immortalizing her beauty, vulnerability, and charisma. Bert Stern, the

renowned photographer behind this extraordinary work, created a timeless visual narrative that

continues to influence fashion, art, and popular culture. This article explores the background,

significance, and enduring legacy of bert stern the complete last sitting, providing insight into the

creative process and the unique circumstances surrounding this historic session. Delve into the details

of the photographs, the story behind the shoot, and why this collection remains a vital part of

photographic and cultural history.
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Background and Context of the Last Sitting

The session known as bert stern the complete last sitting took place in June 1962, just weeks before

Marilyn Monroe's untimely death. Commissioned by Vogue magazine, this photo shoot was intended to

be a glamorous and revealing portrayal of one of Hollywood's most beloved icons. Bert Stern, already



an established fashion photographer, was given unprecedented access to Monroe, allowing him to

capture intimate and candid moments beyond the typical celebrity portraiture of the time. The sitting

occurred at the Bel Air Hotel in Los Angeles, a location that contributed to the relaxed yet evocative

atmosphere of the images.

At this point in her career, Monroe was struggling with personal and professional challenges, adding

layers of complexity to the session. Despite these difficulties, she displayed remarkable

professionalism and openness during the shoot. The resulting photographs document not only her

physical beauty but also convey a sense of vulnerability and humanity rarely seen in public images of

Monroe. This context is essential for understanding the depth and significance of bert stern the

complete last sitting.

Historical Context

The early 1960s marked a significant period in American culture and cinema, with Marilyn Monroe as a

central figure in the entertainment industry. However, her life was marked by turmoil, including

struggles with mental health and substance abuse. The last sitting captured Monroe at a pivotal

moment, reflecting the juxtaposition of her public image as a glamorous star and her private battles.

Bert Stern’s photographs serve as a poignant record of this duality.

Bert Stern’s Role

Bert Stern was a visionary photographer renowned for his ability to reveal the essence of his subjects

through innovative techniques and empathetic direction. His involvement in the last sitting was crucial

to its success. Stern’s approach combined technical expertise with a personal rapport, which allowed

Monroe to express herself more freely during the session. This collaboration resulted in some of the

most memorable and enduring images in 20th-century photography.



The Creative Process and Photography Techniques

Understanding the creative process behind bert stern the complete last sitting reveals the meticulous

artistry and innovation that defined the session. Stern employed a range of photographic techniques to

achieve a distinctive style characterized by softness, intimacy, and dramatic lighting. His use of

multiple cameras and film formats allowed for diverse perspectives and textures within the collection.

The photographer’s approach was experimental yet intentional, blending traditional portraiture with

candid moments that captured Monroe’s personality. The session spanned over three days, during

which Stern took thousands of photographs, ensuring a comprehensive and varied portrayal. The use

of natural light alongside studio lighting techniques contributed to the ethereal quality of many images.

Equipment and Setup

Bert Stern utilized several cameras, including medium format and 35mm, to diversify the visual impact.

The Bel Air Hotel setting provided a luxurious yet intimate backdrop, enhanced by Stern’s strategic

placement of lights and reflectors. His ability to adapt to changing light conditions and Monroe’s mood

was instrumental in the session’s success.

Artistic Vision and Style

The artistic vision behind bert stern the complete last sitting was to balance glamour with raw

authenticity. Stern encouraged Monroe to experiment with poses and expressions, capturing both her

iconic persona and her more private self. The resulting images showcase a range of emotions, from

playful and seductive to contemplative and melancholic, reflecting the complexity of Monroe’s

character.

Significance of the Photographs

The photographs from bert stern the complete last sitting hold immense significance in both



photographic and cultural contexts. They represent Marilyn Monroe’s final professional images, making

them a poignant symbol of her legacy. These images diverge from typical celebrity portraits by

emphasizing emotional depth and vulnerability, challenging prevailing notions of fame and beauty.

Beyond their artistic value, the photos serve as historical documents, providing insight into Monroe’s

life and the era’s cultural dynamics. They have been studied and admired for their technical excellence

and emotional resonance, influencing generations of photographers and artists.

Iconic Images and Themes

Several images from the sitting have become iconic, such as Monroe’s nude portraits and candid

close-ups that reveal her expressive eyes and delicate features. Themes of fragility, sensuality, and

introspection permeate the collection, offering a nuanced portrayal that contrasts with Monroe’s public

persona as a glamorous sex symbol.

Influence on Photography and Fashion

Bert Stern’s techniques and aesthetic choices during the last sitting have inspired countless

photographers and fashion editors. The blend of high fashion with personal narrative pioneered in this

session set new standards for celebrity photography and editorial shoots. The images continue to be

referenced in contemporary photography and fashion campaigns.

Publication and Reception

The initial publication of selected images from bert stern the complete last sitting appeared in Vogue

magazine shortly after the shoot. The timing, coinciding closely with Monroe’s death, heightened public

interest and emotional impact. The photographs were praised for their beauty and originality but also

sparked discussions about privacy, exploitation, and the ethics of posthumous publication.

Over time, the complete collection was compiled and published in various formats, including books and

exhibitions. These presentations have allowed audiences to appreciate the full scope of Stern’s work



and Monroe’s multifaceted portrayal. The reception has evolved to recognize the sitting as a

masterpiece of photographic art and a sensitive tribute to Monroe.

Initial Public and Critical Reaction

At the time of release, the images elicited a mixture of admiration and controversy. Critics

acknowledged the technical skill and emotional depth, while some questioned the appropriateness of

such intimate photos being made public so soon after Monroe’s death. The debate highlighted

tensions between artistic expression and respect for personal boundaries.

Subsequent Releases and Exhibitions

Over the decades, bert stern the complete last sitting has been exhibited in galleries worldwide and

published in definitive editions. These releases have contributed to a reevaluation of the work’s

significance and have cemented its place in art history. Exhibitions often contextualize the images

within Monroe’s life story and Stern’s career.

Legacy and Cultural Impact

The legacy of bert stern the complete last sitting extends beyond photography into the realms of

popular culture, art, and celebrity mythology. The collection has become a cornerstone of Marilyn

Monroe’s enduring image and has influenced how fame, beauty, and vulnerability are represented in

media. Stern’s work is celebrated for its honesty and artistry, setting a benchmark for portrait

photography.

Today, the last sitting is studied in photography courses and referenced in documentaries and

biographies. It continues to inspire artists, filmmakers, and photographers, underscoring the lasting

power of well-executed visual storytelling.



Impact on Marilyn Monroe’s Image

The photographs contributed to a more complex understanding of Monroe, portraying her as a

multidimensional figure rather than a one-dimensional starlet. This nuanced representation has helped

shape her posthumous legacy, emphasizing her humanity alongside her celebrity.

Influence on Contemporary Photography

Bert Stern’s techniques and approach in the last sitting have become foundational in portrait

photography. His focus on emotional authenticity, combined with technical innovation, informs

contemporary practices in fashion and celebrity photography. The session exemplifies how

photography can transcend mere documentation to become a form of art and storytelling.

Key Elements of the Sitting’s Enduring Appeal

The intimate and candid nature of the photographs

The technical mastery exhibited by Bert Stern

The historical significance as Marilyn Monroe’s final professional shoot

The emotional depth and vulnerability captured

The influence on subsequent generations of photographers and artists



Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Bert Stern, the photographer behind 'The Complete Last

Sitting'?

Bert Stern was a renowned American commercial photographer best known for his iconic portraits of

celebrities, including the famous 1962 photo shoot with Marilyn Monroe known as 'The Last Sitting.'

What is 'The Complete Last Sitting' by Bert Stern?

'The Complete Last Sitting' is a collection of photographs taken by Bert Stern during his final photo

session with Marilyn Monroe, capturing intimate and candid moments of the actress shortly before her

death.

When was 'The Last Sitting' by Bert Stern originally conducted?

The original photo session known as 'The Last Sitting' took place in June 1962, just weeks before

Marilyn Monroe's untimely death.

Why is 'The Complete Last Sitting' considered significant in

photography and pop culture?

It is significant because it offers one of the last and most intimate visual records of Marilyn Monroe,

showcasing her vulnerability and glamour, and has become an iconic representation of 20th-century

celebrity photography.

What kind of photographs are included in 'The Complete Last Sitting'?

The collection includes black-and-white and color portraits, nude shots, and candid images that reveal

Marilyn Monroe's personality and the creative process behind the photo shoot.



Has 'The Complete Last Sitting' been published as a book?

Yes, 'The Complete Last Sitting' has been published as a book featuring Bert Stern's photographs

along with commentary and background information about the shoot.

How did Bert Stern approach the photo session with Marilyn Monroe?

Bert Stern employed a candid, intimate style, using natural lighting and creative angles to capture

Marilyn Monroe's essence beyond her public persona, resulting in evocative and timeless images.

Are there any notable exhibitions featuring 'The Complete Last

Sitting'?

Yes, Bert Stern's 'The Complete Last Sitting' has been exhibited in various galleries and museums

worldwide, celebrating its artistic and historical importance.

What impact did 'The Complete Last Sitting' have on Bert Stern's

career?

The photo session solidified Bert Stern's reputation as a master portrait photographer and elevated his

status in the art and fashion photography world, making 'The Last Sitting' one of his most famous

works.

Additional Resources

1. Bert Stern: The Complete Last Sitting

This iconic photography book captures the final photo session with Marilyn Monroe, shot by Bert Stern

in 1962, just weeks before her death. The images reveal an intimate and candid portrayal of the star,

showcasing Stern’s unique ability to capture vulnerability and beauty. The book includes never-before-

seen photos and provides insights into the making of this legendary shoot.



2. Bert Stern: The King of Glamour Photography

A comprehensive overview of Bert Stern’s illustrious career, this book explores his contributions to

fashion and celebrity photography. Featuring a collection of his most famous works, including

magazine covers and advertising campaigns, it highlights his innovative style and influence on visual

culture. Readers gain a deeper understanding of Stern’s artistic vision and technical mastery.

3. Marilyn Monroe: Through the Lens of Bert Stern

Focusing specifically on Marilyn Monroe, this book delves into the relationship between the

photographer and his muse. It presents a curated selection of images from their sessions, alongside

personal anecdotes and historical context. The book reveals how Stern’s work contributed to the

enduring legacy of Monroe as a cultural icon.

4. The Art of Celebrity Portraiture

This book examines the craft of photographing famous personalities, with Bert Stern’s work serving as

a central case study. It discusses techniques for capturing character and emotion, as well as the

challenges faced in celebrity shoots. Illustrated with numerous examples, the book is valuable for

photography enthusiasts and professionals alike.

5. Bert Stern: A Retrospective

Offering a broad survey of Stern’s photographic output, this retrospective includes images from

fashion, advertising, and portrait photography. It traces his stylistic evolution over several decades and

highlights key projects that defined his career. The book also features essays by critics and

contemporaries, providing rich analysis.

6. Behind the Scenes: The Making of The Last Sitting

This detailed account uncovers the story behind Bert Stern’s famous Marilyn Monroe photo session.

Through interviews, unpublished photographs, and production notes, readers gain insight into the

creative process, challenges, and atmosphere of the shoot. It’s an essential read for fans interested in

the history of iconic photography.

7. Glamour and Sensuality: The Photography of Bert Stern



This collection focuses on Stern’s ability to blend glamour with sensuality in his images. Showcasing

portraits of various celebrities and models, the book explores themes of beauty, intimacy, and fashion.

It celebrates Stern’s distinctive aesthetic and his impact on visual storytelling.

8. Iconic Images: The Photographers Who Shaped the 20th Century

Featuring multiple renowned photographers, including Bert Stern, this book places his work within the

broader context of 20th-century photography. It highlights key images that defined cultural moments

and influenced public perception. Stern’s Last Sitting photographs are discussed as pivotal in celebrity

portraiture.

9. The Visual Legacy of Marilyn Monroe

This book compiles the most significant photographic portrayals of Marilyn Monroe, with a strong

emphasis on Bert Stern’s contributions. It explores how different photographers captured various

facets of her personality and fame. The book provides a visual journey through Monroe’s life and

enduring mystique.
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