bells are ringing libretto

bells are ringing libretto is a phrase that resonates deeply with enthusiasts of musical theater, particularly
those who appreciate classic Broadway productions. This article delves into the detailed libretto of the
beloved musical "The Bells Are Ringing," exploring its storyline, key characters, and the lyrical content
that defines its charm. Understanding the libretto offers valuable insights into the narrative structure and
thematic elements that have made this musical a timeless favorite. Additionally, this article covers the
historical context of the show’s creation, its original Broadway run, and its enduring legacy in the world of
musical theater. Whether you are a student, performer, or simply a lover of musicals, a comprehensive
review of the bells are ringing libretto will enhance your appreciation of this iconic work. The following
sections will guide you through the various aspects of the libretto, including its plot summary, character

analysis, notable songs, and its significance in musical theater history.
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Overview of The Bells Are Ringing

The Bells Are Ringing is a musical comedy with music by Jule Styne, lyrics by Betty Comden and Adolph
Green, and a book by Comden and Green. The musical premiered on Broadway in 1956 and quickly
became a hit due to its witty script and memorable score. The libretto, which refers to the text and lyrics of
the show, is central to its success, combining humor, romance, and a clever narrative that takes place in
New York City. The storyline revolves around the employees of an answering service, offering a unique
glimpse into the lives of the characters and the people they assist via telephone. The libretto captures the
bustling energy of the city and the interpersonal dynamics of the characters with sharp dialogue and

engaging lyrics.

Musical and Libretto Collaboration

The collaboration between Jule Styne and the lyricist-book writing team of Comden and Green resulted in



a libretto that balances musical numbers with comedic dialogue and character development. The text of the
libretto integrates seamlessly with the musical score, enhancing the narrative flow. This synergy allows

the story to unfold naturally while emphasizing the emotional and thematic elements of the plot.

Significance of the Libretto

The bells are ringing libretto is notable for its clever use of language and character-driven humor. It
provides a detailed blueprint for actors and directors to bring the story to life on stage. The text includes
both spoken dialogue and song lyrics, making it a critical element for understanding and performing the

musical effectively.

Plot Summary and Structure

The plot of The Bells Are Ringing centers on Ella Peterson, a switchboard operator at an answering service
who becomes involved in the lives of her clients. The libretto unfolds in two acts, each advancing the
storyline through a mix of spoken scenes and musical numbers. The narrative combines elements of

romance, comedy, and mistaken identity, creating an entertaining and engaging experience for audiences.

Act One Overview

In the first act, the audience is introduced to Ella and the other employees at the answering service. Ella's
playful and compassionate nature is revealed as she interacts with various clients, including a playwright
named Jeffrey Moss. Through these interactions, the foundation for a romantic storyline is established. The

libretto uses witty dialogue and catchy songs to develop the characters and set the tone.

Act Two Overview

The second act focuses on the complications and misunderstandings that arise from Ella’s involvement in
her clients’ affairs. The libretto builds tension and humor through escalating situations, leading to
resolutions that highlight themes of love and friendship. Musical numbers in this act often underscore the

emotional climaxes and provide moments of reflection for the characters.

Structural Elements of the Libretto

¢ Introduction and exposition through dialogue

¢ Character development via musical solos and duets



¢ Conflict and comic misunderstandings

¢ Resolution and finale combining music and dialogue

Main Characters and Their Roles

The characters in The Bells Are Ringing are vividly portrayed through the libretto’s dialogue and lyrics,
each contributing to the overall narrative and thematic richness. Understanding these characters is essential

to grasping the full impact of the musical.

Ella Peterson

Ella is the protagonist, a lively and caring switchboard operator. The libretto highlights her wit, warmth,
and resourcefulness as she navigates her job and personal life. Her character arc is central to the story, and

many of the musical numbers showcase her personality and emotional depth.

Jeffrey Moss

Jeffrey is a playwright and one of Ella’s clients. His relationship with Ella drives much of the romantic
plotline. The libretto uses their interactions to explore themes of love, trust, and identity, often through

clever exchanges and heartfelt songs.

Supporting Characters

The supporting cast includes other answering service employees, clients, and friends who add humor and
complexity to the story. Each character’s dialogue and musical moments contribute to the lively

atmosphere and narrative progression.

Notable Songs and Lyrics

The musical score of The Bells Are Ringing is a vital part of the libretto, with songs that have become
classics in the musical theater repertoire. The lyrics, crafted by Comden and Green, are known for their

wit, charm, and emotional resonance.



Signature Songs

¢ "The Party’s Over" — A poignant song reflecting on endings and moving forward.

¢ "Long Before I Knew You" — A romantic ballad expressing the growing love between Ella and
Jeffrey.

e "Is It a Crime?" — A humorous number showcasing Ella’s playful nature.

e "Do It Yourself" — A lively ensemble piece emphasizing the busy life at the answering service.

Lyric Analysis

The lyrics in the bells are ringing libretto use clever wordplay and character-driven storytelling. They
often blend humor with sentiment, creating a layered emotional experience. For example, "The Party’s
Over" uses metaphorical language to evoke a sense of bittersweet closure, while "Is It a Crime?" highlights

Ella’s mischievous charm through witty phrasing.

Historical Context and Legacy

The Bells Are Ringing debuted during a vibrant period in American musical theater history. The libretto
reflects mid-20th century social themes, including the rise of telephone technology and urban relationships.

Its success is attributed to the strong writing and innovative integration of music and narrative.

Broadway Premiere and Reception

Opening in 1956, the musical received critical acclaim for its engaging libretto and memorable score. It ran
for over 900 performances, demonstrating its popularity. The original cast included notable performers

whose portrayals were guided by the detailed libretto.

Impact on Musical Theater

The bells are ringing libretto has influenced subsequent musical comedies by showcasing how character-
driven text and lyrics can enhance storytelling. Its blend of humor, romance, and social observation remains
a model for writers and composers. The show continues to be revived and studied for its artistic and

historical significance.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Bells Are Ringing' libretto about?

The libretto of 'Bells Are Ringing' follows the story of Ella Peterson, a switchboard operator who becomes

romantically involved with one of her clients, leading to comedic and heartfelt situations.

‘Who wrote the libretto for 'Bells Are Ringing'?

The libretto for 'Bells Are Ringing' was written by Betty Comden and Adolph Green.

When was the musical ‘Bells Are Ringing' first performed?

'‘Bells Are Ringing' premiered on Broadway in 1956.

How does the libretto of 'Bells Are Ringing' incorporate humor?

The libretto incorporates humor through witty dialogue, comedic misunderstandings, and the quirky

personality of the protagonist, Ella Peterson.

Are there any notable songs featured in the 'Bells Are Ringing' libretto?

Yes, notable songs include 'The Party’s Over,' 'Just in Time,' and the titular 'Bells Are Ringing.’

What themes are explored in the 'Bells Are Ringing' libretto?

Themes of love, loneliness, communication, and connection are explored throughout the libretto.

Has the "Bells Are Ringing' libretto been adapted into other formats?

Yes, the libretto was adapted into a 1960 film musical starring Judy Holliday, who also originated the role

on Broadway.

Where can I find the full libretto of 'Bells Are Ringing'?

The full libretto can be found in published musical theatre anthologies, specialty bookstores, and some

online archives or libraries specializing in theatrical works.

Additional Resources

1. The Sound of Bells: Exploring the Libretto of Bells Are Ringing



This book offers an in-depth analysis of the libretto of the musical "Bells Are Ringing." It explores the
themes, character development, and witty dialogue that make the show memorable. Readers will gain

insight into the creative process behind the script and its impact on musical theatre history.

2. Ringing Through Time: The History and Libretto of Bells Are Ringing
A comprehensive historical overview of "Bells Are Ringing," this book traces the origins of the libretto and
its evolution over time. It situates the musical within the context of 1950s Broadway and explores how the

libretto reflects the social and cultural atmosphere of the era.

3. Dialogue and Drama: Understanding the Bells Are Ringing Libretto
Focused specifically on the dialogue and dramatic structure, this book breaks down the libretto scene by
scene. It highlights the clever wordplay and emotional arcs that drive the story, providing readers with a

deeper appreciation for the script’s craftsmanship.

4. The Art of Adaptation: From Libretto to Stage in Bells Are Ringing
This book examines how the libretto of "Bells Are Ringing" was adapted for stage performance. It discusses
the challenges and creative decisions involved in bringing the script to life, including casting, direction, and

staging techniques that enhance the original text.

5. Musical Magic: Lyrics and Libretto of Bells Are Ringing
Delving into the lyrical content alongside the libretto, this book explores how songs integrate with the
dialogue to tell the story. It analyzes key numbers and their significance within the narrative, revealing

the synergy between music and script.

6. Behind the Curtain: The Creators of Bells Are Ringing Libretto
A biographical account of the writers and creators behind the "Bells Are Ringing" libretto. This book sheds
light on their backgrounds, inspirations, and collaborative process, providing context to the witty and

charming script.

7. Stagecraft and Storytelling: The Libretto of Bells Are Ringing in Performance
This book investigates how the libretto functions within live productions of "Bells Are Ringing." It covers
performance interpretations, actor portrayals, and how different productions have emphasized various

elements of the script over the years.

8. Love and Laughter: Themes in the Bells Are Ringing Libretto
Focusing on the central themes of love, comedy, and human connection, this book analyzes how the
libretto balances humor with heartfelt moments. It explores character relationships and the narrative

techniques that make the story resonate with audiences.

9. Scripts to Scores: The Collaborative Craft of Bells Are Ringing Libretto and Music
Highlighting the partnership between librettist and composer, this book explores how the written script
and musical score complement each other. It provides a detailed look at the collaborative process that shaped

"Bells Are Ringing" into a beloved musical classic.
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