battle of jericho by sharon draper

battle of jericho by sharon draper is a compelling novel that delves into the
complexities of childhood, family dynamics, and the quest for self-identity.
This literary work, authored by Sharon Draper, captures the challenges faced
by a young protagonist growing up in a turbulent environment. Through vivid
storytelling and rich character development, Draper explores themes of
resilience, courage, and hope. The novel's narrative is set against the
backdrop of significant social and personal conflicts, making it a profound
read for young audiences and adults alike. This article provides an in-depth
analysis of the book, its themes, characters, and the educational value it
holds. Readers will gain insights into the plot structure, character arcs,
and the broader cultural significance of the story. Below is an overview of
the main topics covered in this article to guide the discussion.

e Overview of the Novel

e Main Characters and Character Development
e Themes and Symbolism

e Author Background and Writing Style

e Educational Significance and Reader Impact

e Critical Reception and Awards

Overview of the Novel

The battle of jericho by sharon draper presents a narrative centered on a
young girl navigating the complexities of her family life and social
challenges. The story unfolds in a realistic setting where the protagonist
confronts issues such as domestic violence, peer pressure, and self-
discovery. Draper crafts a plot that is both engaging and thought-provoking,
inviting readers to empathize with the characters' struggles and triumphs.
The novel’s title metaphorically references the biblical Battle of Jericho,
symbolizing the protagonist’s fight against obstacles in her life. The
storyline balances moments of tension and hope, making it a relatable and
impactful read.

Plot Summary

The plot follows the journey of the main character as she deals with her
father’s abusive behavior and her own quest for safety and stability.



Throughout the novel, the protagonist learns to confront her fears and seek
help, embodying themes of empowerment and resilience. Key plot points include
the escalation of family conflict, the protagonist’s internal battle with
loyalty and fear, and eventual steps toward healing and independence.

Setting and Context

The setting plays a crucial role in grounding the story’s events in a
tangible reality. The novel is situated in a contemporary urban environment,
reflecting socio-economic challenges and cultural dynamics that influence the
characters’ lives. This context enhances the authenticity of the narrative
and provides readers with a meaningful backdrop for understanding the
protagonist’s experiences.

Main Characters and Character Development

Characterization in battle of jericho by sharon draper is a vital element
that drives the emotional depth and thematic resonance of the novel. Each
character is carefully crafted to represent different facets of the story’s
central issues. The protagonist’s growth is the focal point, with supporting
characters adding complexity and contrast to the narrative.

The Protagonist

The young girl at the heart of the story is portrayed with sensitivity and
realism. Her development from a fearful and confused child to a courageous
individual forms the emotional core of the novel. Her internal conflicts and
external challenges are depicted with nuance, allowing readers to understand
her motivations and struggles.

Supporting Characters

Supporting characters, including family members and friends, contribute to
the storyline by reflecting various responses to trauma and adversity. These
characters serve as both obstacles and sources of support, highlighting the
multifaceted nature of relationships in difficult circumstances.

Character Relationships

The dynamics between characters reveal important themes about trust,
betrayal, and loyalty. The evolving relationships add layers of tension and
resolution, enriching the narrative and providing deeper insight into the
protagonist’s world.



Themes and Symbolism

The novel employs several themes and symbols that enhance its message and
emotional impact. Sharon Draper uses these literary devices to engage readers
and provoke thoughtful reflection on sensitive topics.

Resilience and Courage

One of the predominant themes is the resilience of the human spirit in the
face of adversity. The protagonist’s journey exemplifies courage as she
confronts her fears and challenges destructive situations.

Family and Abuse

The depiction of familial abuse is handled with care, highlighting the
complexity of such relationships and the difficulty of breaking free from
harmful cycles. This theme encourages awareness and empathy among readers.

Symbolism of the Battle of Jericho

The title itself is symbolic, drawing parallels between the biblical battle
where walls came tumbling down and the protagonist’s efforts to dismantle the
barriers in her own life. This metaphor underscores the theme of overcoming
seemingly insurmountable challenges.

List of Key Themes

e Overcoming adversity

Empowerment and self-discovery

The impact of domestic violence

Friendship and support systems

Hope and healing

Author Background and Writing Style

Sharon Draper is an acclaimed author known for her impactful contributions to
young adult literature. Her background as an educator informs her writing,
enabling her to address challenging topics with sensitivity and clarity. The



style of battle of jericho by sharon draper is accessible yet profound,
combining straightforward prose with emotional depth.

About Sharon Draper

Draper’s experience as a teacher and advocate for literacy has shaped her
commitment to producing meaningful stories for young readers. Her works often
tackle social issues and aim to inspire positive change.

Narrative Techniques

The novel employs first-person narration, allowing readers direct access to
the protagonist’s thoughts and feelings. Draper’s use of vivid imagery and
realistic dialogue enhances the immersive quality of the story.

Educational Significance and Reader Impact

battle of jericho by sharon draper serves as an important educational tool in
discussions around difficult subjects such as abuse, resilience, and
emotional growth. It provides teachers and counselors with a resource to
engage students in meaningful conversations.

Use in Educational Settings

The novel is frequently included in middle school and high school curricula
due to its relevant themes and relatable protagonist. It encourages critical
thinking and empathy, fostering a supportive learning environment.

Impact on Readers

Readers often find the book inspiring, as it portrays real-life struggles
with honesty and hope. The story’s emotional resonance helps young audiences
feel seen and understood, promoting awareness and dialogue.

Critical Reception and Awards

The reception of battle of jericho by sharon draper has been largely
positive, with critics praising its authenticity and emotional impact. The
novel has received several accolades recognizing its contribution to young
adult literature.



Critical Acclaim

Reviewers highlight the novel’'s effective portrayal of sensitive topics and
Draper’s skillful storytelling. The book is commended for its ability to
engage readers while addressing complex issues without sensationalism.

Awards and Honors

Throughout her career, Sharon Draper has received multiple awards for her
literary work, and Battle of Jericho stands out as a significant achievement
that reflects her dedication to impactful storytelling.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Battle of Jericho' by
Sharon Draper?

'The Battle of Jericho' primarily explores themes of peer pressure, bullying,
and the struggle for personal integrity during adolescence.

Who is the protagonist in 'The Battle of Jericho'?

The protagonist of the novel is Jericho Prescott, a high school student who
faces challenges related to bullying and standing up for himself.

How does Jericho Prescott change throughout the
story?

Jericho grows from being a passive victim of bullying to someone who
confronts his aggressors and learns the importance of courage and self-
respect.

What role does the concept of 'the battle' play in
the novel?

The 'battle' symbolizes Jericho's fight against bullying and the internal and
external conflicts he experiences while asserting his identity.

How does Sharon Draper address the issue of bullying
in the book?

Sharon Draper depicts bullying realistically, showing its emotional impact on
victims and the importance of support from friends and family.



What is the significance of friendship in 'The
Battle of Jericho'?

Friendship is crucial in the story, as Jericho's relationships provide him
with support and help him overcome difficult situations.

How does the setting influence the story in 'The
Battle of Jericho'?

The high school setting highlights typical adolescent challenges and social
dynamics that contribute to the novel’s conflict.

What literary devices does Sharon Draper use in 'The
Battle of Jericho' to convey her message?

Draper uses symbolism, first-person narration, and vivid imagery to create an
emotional connection and emphasize the themes of courage and self-identity.

Why is 'The Battle of Jericho' recommended for young
adult readers?

The novel addresses relevant issues faced by teenagers, such as bullying and
peer pressure, in a relatable way that encourages empathy and self-
confidence.

Additional Resources

1. Out of My Mind by Sharon Draper

This compelling novel follows Melody, an intelligent girl with cerebral palsy
who cannot speak or write but possesses a brilliant mind. Through
determination and innovative technology, she strives to communicate and prove
her capabilities. Like *The Battle of Jericho*, it explores themes of
overcoming adversity and the importance of understanding and empathy.

2. Blubber by Judy Blume

*Blubber* is a story about bullying, friendship, and standing up for oneself.
The protagonist, Jill, faces moral dilemmas as she navigates peer pressure
and cruelty in her school. This book parallels *The Battle of Jericho* by
addressing the impact of bullying and the courage it takes to confront it.

3. Wonder by R.J. Palacio

This heartwarming novel centers on August Pullman, a boy with a facial
difference who attends mainstream school for the first time. It highlights
themes of kindness, acceptance, and resilience. Much like *The Battle of
Jericho*, it encourages readers to look beyond appearances and embrace
compassion.



4. Rules by Cynthia Lord

*Rules* tells the story of a girl named Catherine who creates rules to help
her autistic brother navigate the world. The book examines family dynamics,
acceptance, and understanding disabilities. It shares *The Battle of
Jericho*'s focus on personal growth and empathy.

5. Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli

This novel explores individuality and nonconformity through the character of
Stargirl, a unique and free-spirited girl who challenges social norms. It
deals with themes of peer pressure and the struggle to be oneself. Like *The
Battle of Jericho*, it highlights the challenges of fitting in and standing
out.

6. Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson

*Speak* centers on Melinda, a high school freshman who becomes silent after a
traumatic event. The story explores themes of trauma, recovery, and finding
one's voice. It resonates with *The Battle of Jericho* through its focus on
personal strength and overcoming hardship.

7. Ghost by Jason Reynolds

This fast-paced novel follows Ghost, a young boy with a troubled past who
discovers running as a way to channel his energy and emotions. It touches on
themes of resilience, mentorship, and self-discovery. Like *The Battle of
Jericho*, it portrays the struggles and triumphs of young people facing
difficult circumstances.

8. Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson

This memoir in verse captures the author's childhood experiences growing up
as an African American in the 1960s and 1970s. It explores themes of
identity, family, and the power of storytelling. The book complements *The
Battle of Jericho* by providing insight into personal and cultural growth.

9. Fish in a Tree by Lynda Mullaly Hunt

This novel follows Ally, a girl with dyslexia who has managed to hide her
struggles until a new teacher helps her embrace her differences. It addresses
themes of learning disabilities, self-acceptance, and the importance of
supportive relationships. Like *The Battle of Jericho*, it emphasizes
resilience and courage in the face of challenges.

Battle Of Jericho By Sharon Draper

Battle Of Jericho By Sharon Draper

Related Articles

e basic math terms and definitions
e bhagavad gita in simple english
 benefits of a cashless society



https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com/textbook-ga-24-2-48/battle-of-jericho-by-sharon-draper.pdf
https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com/textbook-ga-24-2-48/basic-math-terms-and-definitions.pdf
https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com/textbook-ga-24-2-48/bhagavad-gita-in-simple-english.pdf
https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com/textbook-ga-24-2-48/benefits-of-a-cashless-society.pdf

Back to Home


https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com

