away in a manger murray

away in a manger murray is a notable rendition of the classic Christmas carol
"Away in a Manger," famously associated with the musician Murray. This
version has captured the hearts of many listeners due to its unique
arrangement and heartfelt performance. The carol itself, known for its gentle
melody and touching lyrics, celebrates the nativity of Jesus Christ and is a
staple in holiday music repertoires around the world. In this article, the
focus will be on the history of "Away in a Manger," the significance of the
Murray version, and the musical elements that distinguish it. Additionally,
the cultural impact and various interpretations of the carol will be explored
to provide a comprehensive understanding of its enduring popularity. Readers
will gain insight into why the Murray rendition remains a favored choice
during the Christmas season.
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History of Away in a Manger

"Away in a Manger" is a traditional Christmas carol that has been sung for
well over a century. Its origins can be traced back to the late 19th century,
with some sources suggesting it was first published in the United States in
1885. The carol is attributed to unknown authorship, often mistakenly linked
to Martin Luther, but evidence supporting this is lacking. The lyrics depict
the nativity scene with tender imagery, describing the infant Jesus sleeping
peacefully in a manger. Over time, the song has become a beloved piece of
Christmas worship and celebration, particularly among children due to its
simple, comforting melody and words.

Origins and Authorship

The exact authorship of "Away in a Manger" remains uncertain, but it is
believed to have originated from American or British sources. Early
publications appeared in hymnals and Sunday school songbooks, which helped
spread its popularity. The carol’s gentle phrasing and accessible tune made
it a favorite for congregational singing and children's choirs.



Traditional Versions and Lyrics

Several variations of the lyrics exist, with slight differences in wording
but consistent themes of innocence and reverence. The traditional verses
focus on the humble setting of Jesus’ birth, emphasizing the manger as a
place of comfort and divine peace.

The Murray Version: Overview and Significance

The "Away in a Manger Murray" rendition refers to a specific musical
interpretation by an artist or arranger named Murray, who brought a
distinctive style to this classic carol. This version is recognized for its
emotive delivery and refined musicality, which enhances the spiritual message
of the song. Murray’s arrangement often features richer instrumental backing
and a vocal style that resonates with modern audiences while maintaining the
carol’s traditional essence.

Artist Background

Murray, whose full name and background vary depending on the recording, 1is
known for producing Christmas music that combines respect for traditional
hymns with contemporary influences. This approach has helped "Away in a
Manger" reach new listeners and retain its place in holiday music
collections.

Unique Features of the Murray Arrangement

The Murray version is characterized by its smooth melodic lines, gentle
instrumentation, and a tempo that balances solemnity with warmth. The use of
piano, string accompaniments, and subtle harmonies distinguishes it from
simpler, more austere renditions. This arrangement appeals to both classical
music enthusiasts and mainstream Christmas audiences.

Musical Composition and Arrangement

The musical structure of "Away in a Manger" is straightforward, typically set
in a major key that evokes a peaceful and joyful atmosphere. The Murray
rendition preserves this simplicity while adding depth through instrumental
layering and vocal expression.

Melody and Harmony

The melody of "Away in a Manger" is gentle and repetitive, making it easy to
learn and sing. Murray'’s version enriches this melody with harmonized backing



vocals and instrumental flourishes that add emotional resonance. The harmony
supports the melody without overpowering it, maintaining clarity and focus on
the lyrics.

Instrumentation

Murray’'s arrangement often incorporates:

e Piano as the primary instrument, providing a soft, flowing foundation
e String instruments such as violin and cello, adding warmth and depth

e Light percussion to maintain rhythm without disrupting the carol’s
gentle nature

e Subtle use of synthesizers or bells to evoke a festive atmosphere

This combination creates a rich sonic palette that enhances the listening
experience while honoring the carol’s traditional roots.

Cultural Impact and Popularity

"Away in a Manger" holds a significant place in Christmas traditions
worldwide. The Murray version contributes to this legacy by offering a fresh
yet respectful interpretation that resonates across generations.

Use in Worship and Celebrations

The carol is frequently performed in churches, schools, and community events
during the Christmas season. Murray’s rendition is often selected for its
ability to convey reverence and joy, making it suitable for both formal and
informal settings.

Media and Recordings

Various recordings of the Murray version have been included in Christmas
albums, radio broadcasts, and digital playlists, further cementing its
popularity. Its accessibility and emotional appeal make it a favorite among
listeners seeking both tradition and quality in holiday music.

Other Notable Interpretations

While the Murray version of "Away in a Manger" is highly regarded, numerous



other artists have offered their own renditions, each bringing a unique
flavor to the carol.

Classic and Contemporary Versions

Notable interpretations include those by famous choirs, solo vocalists, and
instrumentalists. These versions vary from simple, unaccompanied singing to
elaborate orchestral arrangements. Some popular adaptations include:

e Traditional choir renditions emphasizing harmony and solemnity
e Solo piano or guitar versions focusing on intimacy
e Modern arrangements incorporating jazz or pop elements

e Children’s choir performances highlighting innocence and joy

Impact on Christmas Music Repertoire

The diversity of "Away in a Manger" interpretations, including the Murray
version, illustrates the carol’s versatility and enduring appeal. It remains
a central piece in Christmas music repertoires, appreciated for its spiritual
message and melodic charm.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Murray in relation to the song 'Away in a
Manger'?

Murray refers to William J. Kirkpatrick and James R. Murray, both of whom
have been credited with composing music for the hymn 'Away in a Manger.'

James R. Murray is often associated with one of the popular melodies of the
carol.

What is the significance of 'Away in a Manger' by
Murray?
‘Away in a Manger' is a beloved Christmas carol, and the version attributed

to Murray (James R. Murray) is one of the most popular tunes used for the
hymn, known for its gentle and melodic composition.



When was the 'Away in a Manger' tune by Murray
composed?

The tune by James R. Murray was composed in 1887 and published in the
collection 'School Chimes, Number 2,' which helped popularize this version of
the carol.

How does Murray's version of 'Away in a Manger'
differ from other versions?

Murray's version features a distinct melody that is smoother and more lyrical
compared to other versions like the one composed by William J. Kirkpatrick,
providing a softer and more contemplative musical setting.

Is James R. Murray the original author of the lyrics
for 'Away in a Manger'?

No, the lyrics of 'Away in a Manger' are generally attributed to an anonymous
author or sometimes to Martin Luther, but James R. Murray composed one of the
popular melodies for the carol.

Where can I find a recording of 'Away in a Manger'
by Murray?

Recordings of 'Away in a Manger' with the Murray melody are widely available
on music streaming platforms, Christmas carol compilations, and YouTube,
often labeled as 'Away in a Manger (Murray tune).'

Why is the Murray tune of 'Away in a Manger' popular
in schools and churches?

The Murray tune is simple, easy to sing, and soothing, making it ideal for
children and congregations, which is why it remains a popular choice for
Christmas services and school performances.

Additional Resources

1. Away in a Manger: The Story Behind the Christmas Carol

This book explores the origins and history of the beloved Christmas carol
"Away in a Manger." It delves into the song's mysterious authorship and its
enduring popularity across generations. Readers will discover how the carol
became a staple in holiday celebrations worldwide.

2. Murray's Christmas Classics: The Music and Stories
A collection of Christmas carols, including "Away in a Manger," compiled and
arranged by Murray. The book provides background stories and musical notation



for each song, making it perfect for musicians and holiday enthusiasts alike.
It also includes anecdotes about the carols' cultural significance.

3. Away in a Manger: A Children's Christmas Story

This beautifully illustrated book retells the nativity story, centered around
the "Away in a Manger" carol. Perfect for young readers, it combines simple
text with vibrant images to bring the Christmas story to life. It encourages
children to understand the meaning behind the beloved song.

4. The Life and Music of Murray: A Christmas Legacy

A biography highlighting the life of Murray, who is often associated with the
arrangement or popularization of "Away in a Manger." The book covers his
contributions to Christmas music and his impact on holiday traditions. It
also includes rare photographs and personal letters.

5. Away in a Manger: Hymns and Carols Through the Ages

An anthology that places "Away in a Manger" within the broader context of
Christmas hymns and carols. This scholarly work traces the evolution of
Christmas music and examines the theological and cultural themes present in
the songs. It is an insightful read for musicologists and history buffs.

6. Murray's Christmas Manger: A Musical Journey

This book explores the musical arrangements and performances of "Away in a
Manger" by Murray and other artists. It includes sheet music, performance
notes, and stories behind various interpretations. Readers gain an
appreciation for the song's versatility and emotional depth.

7. Away in a Manger: The Nativity Scene Through Art and Song

Combining art history with music, this book showcases depictions of the
nativity scene alongside the lyrics and melodies of "Away in a Manger." It
highlights how artists and musicians have celebrated the Christmas story
across centuries. The book is richly illustrated and thoughtfully curated.

8. The Christmas Manger: Stories from Murray and Beyond

A collection of heartwarming Christmas stories inspired by the themes of
"Away in a Manger" and other Murray-related Christmas traditions. The book
offers a mix of fiction and personal anecdotes that capture the spirit of the
holiday season. It is ideal for family reading during Christmas time.

9. Away in a Manger and Other Favorite Carols: Murray’s Edition

This edition features "Away in a Manger" along with other popular Christmas
carols arranged or compiled by Murray. It includes detailed notes on the
origins and variations of each carol, making it a valuable resource for choir
directors and music educators. The book also provides tips for holiday
performances.
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