
as time goes by piano chords

as time goes by piano chords are an essential element for musicians looking to master this
timeless classic. This iconic song, originally composed by Herman Hupfeld, has become a staple in
jazz and popular music repertoires. Understanding the chord progression and how to play these
chords on the piano allows performers to capture the song’s nostalgic and romantic essence. This
article provides a detailed guide on the as time goes by piano chords, including the basic chord
structures, variations, and tips for smooth transitions. Additionally, it offers insight into the song’s
harmonic framework and practical advice for both beginners and advanced pianists. The
comprehensive exploration will help players interpret the piece with authenticity and musicality.

Understanding the Basic as Time Goes By Piano Chords

Common Chord Variations and Extensions
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Analyzing the Song’s Harmonic Structure
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Understanding the Basic as Time Goes By Piano Chords
The foundation of playing as time goes by piano chords begins with familiarizing oneself with the
basic chords used throughout the song. Typically, the song is played in the key of F major, but it is
also frequently transposed to G major or C major depending on the performer’s vocal range or
arrangement. The primary chords involved are major, minor, and dominant seventh chords that
create the song’s warm, classic feel.

Primary Chords in the Key of F Major
In the key of F major, the essential chords include F major, D minor, G minor, C7, and B♭ major. These
chords outline the harmonic movement of the melody and provide the harmonic support required for
the song’s emotional depth.

F Major (I): F - A - C

D Minor (vi): D - F - A

G Minor (ii): G - B♭ - D

C7 (V7): C - E - G - B♭

B♭ Major (IV): B♭ - D - F



Mastering these chords provides the basis for playing the entire song effectively.

Basic Chord Progression
The chord progression in “As Time Goes By” is notable for its smooth and logical movement, which
supports the melody beautifully. A simplified progression might look like this:

F – Dm – Gm – C7

F – B♭ – Dm – C7 – F

These sequences are repeated with slight variations, and understanding this progression is crucial for
accompanying singers or playing solo piano arrangements.

Common Chord Variations and Extensions
Beyond the basic chords, several variations and chord extensions add richness and sophistication to
the performance of as time goes by piano chords. Jazz standards like this often benefit from the
use of 7ths, 9ths, and diminished chords to enhance harmonic color.

Seventh Chords and Their Functions
Dominant seventh chords, such as C7, are pivotal in creating tension and resolution within the
progression. Similarly, minor seventh chords add depth to minor chords.

C7: C - E - G - B♭

Dmin7: D - F - A - C

Gmin7: G - B♭ - D - F

Using these chords instead of their basic triads creates a more authentic jazz sound typical of the
song’s style.

Adding 9ths and Suspended Chords
Extensions like ninth chords and suspended chords provide additional color. For example, playing a
C9 instead of C7 adds a subtle brightness, while suspended chords create a sense of anticipation.

C9: C - E - G - B♭ - D

Gsus4: G - C - D



These variations are especially useful for intermediate and advanced pianists aiming to personalize
their rendition.

Tips for Playing Smooth Transitions Between Chords
Smooth transitions between chords are crucial when performing as time goes by piano chords
because the song’s gentle, flowing character depends heavily on seamless harmony changes. Several
technical approaches can facilitate this fluidity.

Voice Leading Techniques
Voice leading involves moving individual notes in chords by the smallest possible intervals to maintain
a connected sound. This technique minimizes hand movement and produces a more natural harmonic
flow.

Identify common tones between chords and keep them sustained.

Move other notes stepwise rather than jumping large intervals.

Practice chord inversions to find the smoothest transitions.

Using Inversions for Ease
Chord inversions play a significant role in reducing hand movement. By changing the bass note or
rearranging chord tones, pianists can create more accessible fingerings and enhance melodic
continuity.

First inversion: the third of the chord is in the bass.

Second inversion: the fifth of the chord is in the bass.

Experimenting with inversions on common chords like F, Dm, and C7 can greatly improve
performance fluidity.

Analyzing the Song’s Harmonic Structure
The harmonic structure of “As Time Goes By” is an excellent example of classic American popular
song composition. Its chord progressions balance predictability with subtle harmonic interest, which is
why the song remains beloved by musicians and audiences alike.



Functional Harmony in the Song
The song primarily uses functional harmony, where chords serve specific roles such as tonic,
subdominant, and dominant. This system guides the listener’s ear through tension and resolution.

Tonic (I): Represents stability (F major)

Subdominant (IV): Prepares for movement (B♭ major)

Dominant (V7): Creates tension to resolve back to tonic (C7)

This interplay creates a satisfying harmonic narrative throughout the piece.

Modulations and Key Changes
While the song generally stays in one key, subtle modulations or temporary key shifts add interest.
These are typically executed through pivot chords or secondary dominants, enriching the harmonic
texture without disrupting the song’s mood.

Practical Exercises to Master as Time Goes By Piano
Chords
Practicing specific exercises focusing on the chords and transitions in “As Time Goes By” is essential
for developing proficiency. Structured practice routines help internalize the harmonic language and
improve muscle memory.

Chord Drills and Progressions
Regularly playing through the chord progressions slowly aids in recognizing chord shapes and
fingerings. Gradually increasing tempo and adding rhythmic variations enhances dexterity and timing.

Practice the basic progression: F – Dm – Gm – C7 repeatedly.

Incorporate inversions for each chord.

Add seventh and ninth chord tones during repetitions.

Improvisation Using Chord Tones
Once comfortable with the chords, improvising melodies using chord tones develops a deeper
understanding of the song’s harmonic framework. This exercise strengthens ear training and musical
creativity.



Play the chord with the left hand.

Improvise simple melodies in the right hand using notes from the chord.

Experiment with passing tones and approach notes for jazz flavor.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic piano chords for 'As Time Goes By'?
The basic piano chords for 'As Time Goes By' typically include C, E7, A7, Dm, G7, and F. These chords
form the harmonic foundation of the song.

How can I play the intro of 'As Time Goes By' on piano?
To play the intro, start with the C major chord, then move to E7, followed by A7, and Dm. Use a slow,
flowing rhythm to capture the classic feel of the song.

Are there any common chord progressions used in 'As Time
Goes By'?
Yes, the song often uses the classic jazz progression I-vi-ii-V, which in the key of C would be C - Am -
Dm - G7, creating a smooth and timeless sound.

Can I find 'As Time Goes By' piano chords in different keys?
Absolutely! 'As Time Goes By' chords can be transposed to any key to suit your vocal range or
preference. Common keys are C, G, and F major.

What chord voicings work best for 'As Time Goes By' on
piano?
Using seventh chords like E7, A7, and G7 with smooth voice leading adds a jazzy and authentic feel to
the song. Experiment with different inversions to create a gentle flow.

Where can I find sheet music with chords for 'As Time Goes
By'?
You can find sheet music with chords for 'As Time Goes By' on music websites such as Musicnotes,
Sheet Music Plus, or by searching for piano tutorials on platforms like YouTube.



Additional Resources
1. Mastering "As Time Goes By": Piano Chord Essentials
This book provides a comprehensive guide to the piano chords used in the classic song "As Time Goes
By." It breaks down each chord progression with clear diagrams and explanations, making it perfect
for beginners and intermediate players. Readers will learn how to capture the timeless feel of the
song through effective chord voicing and rhythm techniques.

2. Jazz Piano Chords and Techniques: Playing "As Time Goes By"
Designed for jazz enthusiasts, this book explores the chord structures and improvisational methods
behind "As Time Goes By." It delves into jazz harmony, voicings, and chord substitutions that bring
the song to life. Pianists will gain insights into stylistic approaches to enhance their jazz repertoire.

3. The Ultimate Guide to Piano Chords: Featuring "As Time Goes By"
A detailed chord encyclopedia that uses "As Time Goes By" as a central learning piece, this book
covers major, minor, diminished, and augmented chords. It includes exercises and practice tips to
help pianists master chord transitions smoothly. The guide emphasizes the emotional expression
conveyed through chord dynamics.

4. Playing Timeless Classics: Piano Chord Arrangements for "As Time Goes By"
This collection offers a variety of chord arrangements for "As Time Goes By," ranging from simple to
advanced levels. It teaches how to adapt the song’s chords for solo piano performances and
ensemble settings. Readers will appreciate the annotated scores and performance tips.

5. Chord Progressions in Popular Standards: "As Time Goes By" and Beyond
Focused on the analysis of chord progressions in popular standards, this book uses "As Time Goes By"
as a case study. It explains the harmonic structure and how it supports the melody. Pianists will learn
to recognize common patterns and apply them to other classic songs.

6. Easy Piano Chords for Classic Songs: Learn "As Time Goes By"
Ideal for beginners, this book simplifies the chords of "As Time Goes By" into easy-to-play versions. It
includes step-by-step tutorials with illustrations to help new pianists gain confidence. The book also
offers practice routines to build finger strength and coordination.

7. Expressive Piano Playing: Emphasizing Chords in "As Time Goes By"
This book focuses on the emotional delivery of piano chords in "As Time Goes By." It discusses
techniques such as voicing, pedal use, and dynamics to enhance expression. Pianists will find
exercises designed to develop sensitivity and musicality.

8. From Sheet Music to Soul: Interpreting "As Time Goes By" on Piano
Combining technical instruction with artistic interpretation, this book guides pianists in bringing "As
Time Goes By" to life. It covers chord analysis, phrasing, and stylistic nuances. Readers will learn how
to personalize their performance while respecting the song’s heritage.

9. Classic Songbook: Piano Chords and Arrangements for "As Time Goes By"
This songbook compiles various chord arrangements and sheet music for "As Time Goes By," suitable
for different skill levels. It includes annotated chord charts and performance notes. The book serves
as a valuable resource for pianists looking to expand their classic song repertoire.
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