
as the deer guitar chords

as the deer guitar chords are a popular choice for worship leaders, guitarists, and musicians looking to

perform this timeless and heartfelt Christian song. This article provides a comprehensive guide to

playing "As the Deer" on guitar, covering the essential chords, chord progressions, and helpful tips for

beginners and experienced players alike. Whether preparing for a church service, worship session, or

personal practice, mastering these chords enhances the song's emotional and spiritual impact.

Alongside the chord diagrams, this guide includes strumming patterns, capo placement advice, and

variations to suit different playing styles. Understanding the structure and flow of "As the Deer" will

enable guitarists to accompany singers smoothly and confidently. The following sections offer detailed

explanations and practical guidance that ensure proficiency with the as the deer guitar chords.

Understanding the Song "As the Deer"

Basic Guitar Chords for "As the Deer"

Chord Progressions and Song Structure

Strumming Patterns and Techniques

Tips for Playing "As the Deer" on Guitar

Advanced Variations and Capo Use



Understanding the Song "As the Deer"

"As the Deer" is a contemporary Christian worship song written by Martin Nystrom in 1984. It is

inspired by Psalm 42:1, which expresses a deep longing for God’s presence, likening the soul’s desire

to that of a thirsty deer seeking water. The song’s simple yet profound lyrics, combined with a

memorable melody, have made it a staple in many worship repertoires worldwide. Understanding the

emotional and spiritual context of the song assists guitarists in delivering an authentic and moving

performance.

Song Theme and Meaning

The lyrics of "As the Deer" emphasize a sincere yearning for God’s presence and spiritual renewal.

This theme is reflected musically through gentle dynamics and soothing chord progressions that evoke

contemplation and devotion. Guitarists should aim to convey this mood through their playing style and

chord voicing choices.

Typical Performance Settings

"As the Deer" is commonly performed in church services, worship gatherings, and personal devotion

times. Its moderate tempo and straightforward chord structure make it accessible for group worship

and solo presentations. Understanding the setting helps tailor the guitar arrangement for appropriate

volume, tempo, and accompaniment style.

Basic Guitar Chords for "As the Deer"

Mastering the fundamental chords is the first step to playing "As the Deer" effectively. The song

typically uses open chords that are beginner-friendly but also appealing for seasoned players. The key

most commonly used is D major, which suits vocal ranges and produces a bright, uplifting sound.



Essential Chords List

The following chords form the foundation for playing "As the Deer" on guitar:

D major (D)

G major (G)

A major (A)

B minor (Bm)

F# minor (F#m)

Em (E minor) – occasionally used in certain arrangements

Chord Diagrams and Finger Placement

Each chord should be played cleanly with proper finger positioning to avoid buzzing or muted strings.

For example, the D major chord requires placing the index finger on the 2nd fret of the G string, the

middle finger on the 2nd fret of the high E string, and the ring finger on the 3rd fret of the B string.

Practicing chord transitions smoothly is essential for maintaining the flow of the song.

Chord Progressions and Song Structure

The structure of "As the Deer" is relatively simple, featuring verses and a chorus with repeated chord

progressions. Familiarity with these progressions enables guitarists to anticipate changes and provide

consistent accompaniment.



Verse Chord Progression

The verses of "As the Deer" commonly follow this progression:

D - Bm - G - A

D - Bm - G - A

This progression supports the reflective and yearning tone of the lyrics.

Chorus Chord Progression

The chorus typically uses a slightly different progression to elevate the emotional intensity:

G - D - A - D

G - D - A - D

Repeating this progression allows for a strong, memorable refrain that encourages congregational

participation.

Song Structure Overview

The song usually follows this format:

Verse 11.

Chorus2.



Verse 23.

Chorus4.

Optional Bridge or Tag5.

Understanding this sequence helps guitarists prepare chord changes and dynamics accordingly.

Strumming Patterns and Techniques

Strumming patterns contribute significantly to the feel and flow of "As the Deer." While the song is

often performed with a gentle, flowing rhythm, several strumming approaches suit different skill levels

and musical contexts.

Basic Strumming Pattern

A simple down-down-up-up-down-up pattern works well for beginners and maintains the song's

contemplative atmosphere. This pattern provides a steady rhythm that supports vocal phrasing without

overpowering it.

Advanced Strumming and Fingerpicking

Experienced guitarists may incorporate fingerpicking or hybrid picking to add texture and intimacy to

their performance. Fingerpicking the chord arpeggios or alternating bass notes can enhance the song’s

emotional depth. Additionally, subtle dynamics, such as softening strums during verses and

emphasizing beats in the chorus, improve expressiveness.



Tips for Playing "As the Deer" on Guitar

Several practical tips can assist guitarists in mastering the as the deer guitar chords and delivering an

effective performance.

Practice Smooth Chord Transitions

Since the song involves several chord changes, particularly between D, Bm, G, and A, practicing

smooth transitions is crucial. Slow practice with a metronome can improve timing and finger accuracy.

Use a Capo if Needed

To accommodate different vocal ranges, using a capo on various frets can transpose the song without

changing chord shapes. This flexibility is useful for worship leaders and solo performers.

Focus on Dynamics and Expression

Playing with dynamic variation—soft during reflective verses and stronger in the chorus—enhances the

song's emotional impact. Emphasizing certain beats or notes can convey the longing and devotion

expressed in the lyrics.

Advanced Variations and Capo Use

For guitarists seeking to expand their interpretation of "As the Deer," exploring advanced chord

voicings, capo placements, and arrangements offers creative opportunities.



Using a Capo for Key Changes

The original key of D major is common, but placing a capo on the 2nd fret and playing C major shapes

or capo on the 4th fret with A major shapes can simplify chords or better suit vocalists. Experimenting

with capo positions allows for personalized arrangements.

Incorporating Suspended and Add9 Chords

Adding suspended (sus2, sus4) or add9 chords enriches the harmonic texture and provides a modern

sound. For example, replacing the G chord with Gadd9 or the A chord with Asus4 can add subtle color

while maintaining the song’s integrity.

Fingerstyle and Arpeggios

Advanced players can arrange "As the Deer" with fingerstyle techniques, picking individual strings to

highlight melody notes within chords. Arpeggiated patterns add sophistication and support solo or

instrumental worship sets.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic guitar chords for 'As the Deer'?

The basic guitar chords for 'As the Deer' are usually G, C, Em, and D. These chords form the

foundation of the song and are beginner-friendly.

Can you provide a simple chord progression for 'As the Deer' on

guitar?

A simple chord progression for 'As the Deer' is: G - C - G - D - G - C - G - D - Em - C - G - D - G.



What is the capo position for playing 'As the Deer' on guitar?

Most versions of 'As the Deer' are played without a capo, but some guitarists use a capo on the 2nd

fret to match certain vocal ranges.

Are there any common chord variations used in 'As the Deer' guitar

chords?

Yes, common variations include using Em7 instead of Em, Dsus4 instead of D, and Cadd9 instead of

C to add a richer sound to the song.

How can beginners practice the 'As the Deer' guitar chords

effectively?

Beginners should practice chord transitions slowly, use a metronome to keep time, and focus on

strumming patterns that match the song’s tempo to master 'As the Deer' chords.

Where can I find official or accurate 'As the Deer' guitar chord sheets?

Official or accurate chord sheets can be found on reputable worship music websites, guitar tab sites

like Ultimate Guitar, or in hymnals and worship songbooks.

What strumming pattern works best for 'As the Deer' on guitar?

A common strumming pattern for 'As the Deer' is a gentle down-down-up-up-down-up pattern, which

complements the song’s calm and reflective mood.

Additional Resources

1. Mastering As the Deer: Guitar Chords and Techniques

This book provides a comprehensive guide to playing "As the Deer" on guitar, focusing on chord

progressions and strumming patterns. Ideal for beginners and intermediate players, it breaks down the



song measure by measure. Additionally, it offers tips on finger positioning to enhance fluidity and

sound.

2. Worship Guitar Essentials: Playing As the Deer and Other Favorites

Designed for worship guitarists, this book includes "As the Deer" along with other popular worship

songs. It features detailed chord charts, capo positions, and suggested strumming patterns. The author

also explores how to transition smoothly between chords to maintain the song's flow.

3. Chord Bible for Worship Songs: As the Deer Edition

This chord bible focuses specifically on worship songs, with "As the Deer" as a highlighted track.

Readers will find multiple chord variations and alternative fingerings to suit different skill levels. The

book also discusses how to create dynamic worship atmospheres using guitar.

4. Easy Guitar Songs for Beginners: As the Deer and More

Perfect for novice guitarists, this book simplifies "As the Deer" into easy-to-play chords and rhythms. It

includes step-by-step instructions and practice exercises to build confidence. The book encourages

players to develop their skills through familiar worship tunes.

5. Fingerstyle Worship Guitar: Arranging As the Deer

This book introduces fingerstyle techniques applied to "As the Deer," offering a fresh way to play the

song. It breaks down fingerpicking patterns and provides sheet music for more advanced players. The

author emphasizes expression and dynamics in worship guitar playing.

6. Worship Guitar Songbook: As the Deer and Contemporary Hits

A collection of worship songs including "As the Deer," this songbook offers chord charts, lyrics, and

performance tips. It is suitable for both solo guitarists and worship teams. The book also covers capo

use and harmonizing techniques to enrich the sound.

7. Guitar Chord Progressions for Worship: Focus on As the Deer

This instructional book analyzes the chord progressions in "As the Deer" and similar worship songs. It

explains music theory concepts relevant to worship music and provides exercises to reinforce learning.



The book aims to deepen understanding of harmony for worship guitarists.

8. Strumming Patterns for Worship Guitar: Playing As the Deer with Style

Focusing on strumming techniques, this book helps guitarists bring "As the Deer" to life with varied

rhythms. It includes practice drills, rhythm exercises, and performance advice. Readers will learn how

to adapt strumming styles to different worship settings.

9. Playing Worship Guitar: A Guide to As the Deer and Beyond

This guide covers essential guitar skills needed to play "As the Deer" confidently in worship settings. It

includes chord charts, playing tips, and guidance on leading worship with guitar. The book also

addresses common challenges and how to overcome them effectively.
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