
articles to use for rhetorical
analysis
articles to use for rhetorical analysis are essential tools for understanding
how authors persuade, inform, and engage their audiences through language.
Selecting appropriate texts for rhetorical analysis involves identifying
articles that showcase clear use of rhetorical strategies such as ethos,
pathos, and logos. This article explores various types of articles ideal for
rhetorical analysis, highlighting their distinctive features and the
rhetorical elements they exemplify. It also offers guidance on choosing
articles based on purpose, audience, and context to enhance analytical depth.
Additionally, examples of notable articles and their rhetorical significance
are discussed to provide practical insights. By understanding what makes an
article suitable for rhetorical analysis, readers and students can develop
stronger critical reading and writing skills. The following sections will
cover the types of articles, criteria for selection, examples, and tips for
effective rhetorical evaluation.

Types of Articles Suitable for Rhetorical Analysis

Criteria for Selecting Articles to Use for Rhetorical Analysis

Examples of Articles with Strong Rhetorical Elements

Tips for Conducting Effective Rhetorical Analysis

Types of Articles Suitable for Rhetorical
Analysis
Different types of articles serve as excellent sources for rhetorical
analysis due to their varied purposes, audiences, and rhetorical strategies.
Understanding the distinctions among these types helps in selecting texts
that offer rich material for evaluation.

Opinion and Editorial Articles
Opinion pieces and editorials are prime candidates for rhetorical analysis
because they explicitly aim to persuade or influence public opinion. These
articles often employ a range of rhetorical appeals, including emotional
language (pathos), credibility establishment (ethos), and logical
argumentation (logos), making them rich texts for analysis.



News Articles
News articles provide factual reporting but can also contain subtle
rhetorical strategies, especially in feature stories or investigative
reports. Analyzing news articles allows for exploring how authors use tone,
diction, and structure to shape audience perception and highlight particular
viewpoints.

Feature Articles
Feature articles often blend narrative techniques with informative content,
offering a unique opportunity to analyze storytelling as a rhetorical tool.
Their use of vivid descriptions, anecdotes, and character development can be
examined for persuasive effect.

Academic and Scholarly Articles
Academic articles typically focus on presenting research and evidence-based
arguments. These texts are useful for rhetorical analysis focused on logos
and ethos, such as evaluating the use of data, citations, and logical
structuring to build credibility and persuade an academic audience.

Criteria for Selecting Articles to Use for
Rhetorical Analysis
Choosing the right articles for rhetorical analysis requires considering
several key factors that influence the depth and clarity of the analysis.
These criteria ensure that the selected articles effectively demonstrate
rhetorical strategies.

Clarity and Purpose of the Article
An article with a clear purpose, whether to inform, persuade, or entertain,
provides a solid foundation for rhetorical analysis. Understanding the
author’s intent is crucial to identifying the rhetorical strategies employed.

Presence of Distinct Rhetorical Appeals
Ideal articles to use for rhetorical analysis contain noticeable uses of
ethos, pathos, and logos. Articles that skillfully balance these appeals
offer comprehensive opportunities to examine how the author connects with the
audience.



Audience and Context
The intended audience and situational context of an article greatly affect
its rhetorical approaches. Selecting articles with a well-defined audience
allows analysis of how rhetorical techniques are tailored to resonate with
specific readers.

Complexity and Depth
Articles with layered arguments, nuanced language, and varied rhetorical
devices provide richer material for in-depth analysis. Complex texts
challenge the analyst to explore subtle persuasive techniques and their
effectiveness.

Examples of Articles with Strong Rhetorical
Elements
Examining exemplary articles that demonstrate powerful rhetorical strategies
helps illustrate what to look for in texts chosen for rhetorical analysis.
These examples span various genres and topics.

Political Speeches and Opinion Pieces
Political articles often employ compelling rhetoric to influence public
opinion. For instance, editorials addressing policy issues use emotional
appeals to connect with readers’ values and logical arguments to justify
positions, making them ideal for rhetorical scrutiny.

Environmental and Social Justice Articles
Articles advocating for environmental protection or social justice frequently
incorporate vivid imagery and ethical appeals to engage readers emotionally
while establishing moral authority. Their use of statistics alongside
personal stories exemplifies a blend of logos and pathos.

Scientific and Health Communication Articles
Science journalism and health communication articles use rhetorical
strategies to make complex information accessible and persuasive. Clear
explanations, credible sources, and analogies serve to build trust and
understanding, highlighting effective use of ethos and logos.



Tips for Conducting Effective Rhetorical
Analysis
Performing a thorough rhetorical analysis requires systematic approaches and
attention to detail. The following tips enhance the quality and clarity of
analysis when working with articles.

Identify the Rhetorical Situation
Begin by examining the context, purpose, audience, and author. Understanding
these elements frames the rhetorical strategies within the article’s
communicative goals.

Analyze the Use of Ethos, Pathos, and Logos
Break down how the article establishes credibility, appeals to emotions, and
constructs logical arguments. Note specific examples such as word choice,
anecdotes, evidence, and tone.

Examine Structure and Style
Consider how the organization of ideas, sentence structure, and stylistic
devices contribute to the overall persuasiveness. Look for patterns such as
repetition, parallelism, and rhetorical questions.

Evaluate Effectiveness
Assess how well the rhetorical strategies achieve the article’s purpose and
resonate with its audience. Reflect on the impact of the rhetorical choices
and any potential limitations.

Use a Clear and Organized Format
Present the analysis logically, using headings and bullet points to enhance
readability and clarity. Structured writing aids in conveying complex
rhetorical evaluations effectively.

Understand the author’s purpose and audience

Identify and categorize rhetorical appeals

Analyze language, tone, and style



Consider the article’s structure and organization

Assess the overall persuasive effectiveness

Frequently Asked Questions

What types of articles are best for practicing
rhetorical analysis?
Opinion pieces, editorials, persuasive essays, and speeches are excellent for
practicing rhetorical analysis because they contain clear arguments and
rhetorical strategies.

How can I find articles suitable for rhetorical
analysis?
Look for articles in reputable newspapers, magazines, and online platforms
that focus on current events, social issues, or political commentary, as
these often use persuasive language and rhetorical devices.

Are academic articles good choices for rhetorical
analysis?
Academic articles can be used for rhetorical analysis, but they tend to be
more formal and less emotionally charged than opinion pieces, making them
less ideal for analyzing persuasive techniques.

What features should I look for in an article for
rhetorical analysis?
Choose articles that have a clear purpose, an identifiable audience, and use
rhetorical appeals such as ethos, pathos, and logos.

Can articles from social media platforms be used for
rhetorical analysis?
Yes, social media posts and articles can be analyzed rhetorically, especially
if they aim to persuade or influence public opinion, but be mindful of
credibility and bias.

Why are editorials commonly used for rhetorical



analysis?
Editorials are crafted to persuade readers and often employ a variety of
rhetorical strategies, making them ideal for analyzing how writers construct
arguments.

Is it better to analyze contemporary or historical
articles for rhetorical analysis?
Both are valuable; contemporary articles provide relevant, timely examples,
while historical articles can show how rhetorical strategies have evolved
over time.

Can articles from scientific journals be used for
rhetorical analysis?
While scientific articles focus on facts and data, they still use rhetorical
strategies to persuade peers, especially in the introduction and discussion
sections.

How do I choose an article that has enough
rhetorical devices to analyze?
Select articles that express a strong opinion or stance, use emotional
appeals, logical arguments, or credibility claims, as these will provide
ample material for rhetorical analysis.

Additional Resources
1. "Thank You for Arguing" by Jay Heinrichs
This book is a comprehensive guide to the art of persuasion, drawing on
classical rhetoric and modern examples. It explores techniques used by
speakers and writers to influence audiences, making it an excellent resource
for analyzing rhetorical strategies in articles. Heinrichs breaks down ethos,
pathos, and logos with engaging anecdotes and practical advice, perfect for
understanding how arguments are constructed and delivered effectively.

2. "Rhetorical Analysis: A Reader for Writers" by Mara Harrell
This collection offers a diverse range of contemporary articles and essays
ideal for rhetorical analysis. Each piece is accompanied by prompts and
questions that encourage critical thinking about the author’s persuasive
techniques and audience engagement. It provides helpful context for analyzing
tone, style, and structure in real-world writing.

3. "The Elements of Rhetoric" by Ryan N. S. Topping
Topping’s book serves as a concise introduction to the foundational elements
of rhetoric, including invention, arrangement, style, memory, and delivery.



It is particularly useful for dissecting how articles are crafted to persuade
or inform readers. The book includes examples that highlight rhetorical
devices and strategies, aiding readers in identifying these in various texts.

4. "Classical Rhetoric for the Modern Student" by Edward P. J. Corbett and
Robert J. Connors
This text revisits classical rhetorical principles and applies them to
contemporary writing and speech. It is valuable for understanding how
traditional rhetorical appeals function in modern articles and essays. The
book includes exercises and examples that help readers practice rhetorical
analysis and improve their critical reading skills.

5. "They Say / I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing" by Gerald
Graff and Cathy Birkenstein
Focused on academic discourse, this book outlines key rhetorical moves
writers use to engage with others' ideas effectively. It provides templates
and examples that reveal how authors position themselves in relation to their
audience and interlocutors. Ideal for analyzing argumentative articles, it
highlights the importance of voice, counterargument, and persuasion.

6. "Writing Arguments: A Rhetoric with Readings" by John D. Ramage, John C.
Bean, and June Johnson
This book combines instruction on argumentative strategies with a collection
of readings that serve as case studies for rhetorical analysis. It emphasizes
clear reasoning, evidence evaluation, and audience awareness, making it a
practical tool for dissecting articles. The readings cover a range of topics
and styles, illustrating diverse rhetorical approaches.

7. "Persuasion: Reception and Responsibility" by Charles U. Larson
Larson’s book examines the ethical and practical dimensions of persuasion in
media and communication. It explores how rhetorical messages are crafted and
received, providing insight into the dynamics between authors and audiences.
This perspective is useful for analyzing the intent and impact of persuasive
articles.

8. "Everything’s an Argument" by Andrea A. Lunsford and John J. Ruszkiewicz
This text argues that argumentation is a fundamental part of all
communication and provides tools for identifying and analyzing arguments in
various forms. It includes numerous real-world examples and articles, making
it a rich resource for rhetorical analysis. The book covers visual rhetoric
as well, broadening the scope of analysis beyond text.

9. "Rhetoric and Composition: A Sourcebook for Teachers" edited by Jim A.
Kuypers
This sourcebook compiles essays and studies on rhetorical theory and teaching
practices, offering diverse perspectives on rhetorical analysis. It is
particularly useful for understanding how rhetorical principles can be
applied to analyzing articles and other texts. The collection helps readers
appreciate the complexity of rhetorical situations and audience
considerations.
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