
army leaves and passes regulation

army leaves and passes regulation govern the system by which soldiers are authorized time away from
their duty stations, encompassing various forms of leave and passes. These regulations are essential to
maintaining order, discipline, and operational readiness within the U.S. Army. They define eligibility,
duration, approval processes, and conditions under which service members may take leave or passes.
Understanding these rules is crucial for both commanding officers and soldiers to ensure compliance and
proper personnel management. This article provides a comprehensive overview of the army leaves and
passes regulation, detailing the different types, eligibility criteria, procedures, and responsibilities involved.
It also explores the distinctions between leaves and passes and how these impact military service members’
lives.
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Overview of Army Leaves and Passes Regulation
The army leaves and passes regulation is a structured framework that governs how military personnel are
granted authorized absence from their duties. Leaves generally refer to authorized absences for extended
periods, usually requiring formal approval and documentation. Passes are shorter periods of authorized
absence, often granted with less formality. These regulations ensure that soldiers can manage personal
matters, rest, and recuperate while maintaining the operational effectiveness of the Army. The governing
policies are outlined in Army Regulation 600-8-10, which delineates the procedures, entitlements, and
responsibilities associated with both leaves and passes.

Purpose and Importance
The primary purpose of the army leaves and passes regulation is to balance the welfare of soldiers with the



needs of the Army. By providing clear guidelines, the regulation helps prevent misuse of time off while
promoting morale and unit cohesion. It also ensures that the chain of command can manage personnel
availability effectively, particularly during deployments or critical missions. Proper adherence to these
regulations is essential to maintaining discipline and operational readiness within military units.

Types of Leaves in the Army
Leaves in the Army are categorized based on their duration, purpose, and conditions under which they are
granted. Each type has distinct eligibility criteria and procedural requirements.

Ordinary Leave
Ordinary Leave is the most common form of leave, typically granted for personal rest, recuperation, or
emergency situations. It is normally charged against the soldier's accrued leave balance and requires
approval from the commander. The duration can range from one day to several weeks.

Emergency Leave
Emergency Leave is authorized for urgent personal or family matters, such as serious illness or death of a
family member. This leave is prioritized and expedited, recognizing the critical nature of the soldier’s
situation. It also counts against the soldier’s leave balance but may be granted on short notice.

Convalescent Leave
Convalescent Leave is non-chargeable leave granted for medical reasons, allowing a soldier to recover from
illness or injury. It does not reduce the soldier’s accrued leave and is authorized by medical personnel along
with command approval.

Permissive Temporary Duty (PTDY)
While not technically leave, PTDY allows soldiers to be absent from their duty station for specific purposes
such as house hunting or relocation. It is granted without charge to leave and is subject to command
discretion.

Leave Accrual and Forfeiture
Soldiers accrue leave at a rate of 2.5 days per month of active service, totaling 30 days per year. The



regulation also addresses leave forfeiture and use-it-or-lose-it policies to encourage timely use of leave.

Understanding Passes in the Army
Passes are shorter periods of authorized absence that differ from leave in terms of duration, approval
process, and documentation. Passes are typically used for short breaks and do not require the formal leave
approval process.

Types of Passes

Regular Pass: Authorized absence not exceeding 24 hours, granted at the discretion of the
commander.

Special Pass: Authorized absence up to 72 hours, often granted for special occasions or purposes.

Excess Leave Pass: Passes that exceed normal allowances but are granted under extraordinary
circumstances.

Distinctions Between Leave and Pass
The key distinctions between leave and passes include the length of absence, the chargeability to leave
balance, and the level of command approval required. Passes do not reduce a soldier’s leave balance and are
typically easier to obtain, whereas leaves are charged against accrued leave and involve more formal
procedures.

Eligibility and Approval Process
Eligibility for leaves and passes depends on rank, duty status, and specific circumstances. The approval
process is designed to ensure operational needs are met while accommodating soldiers’ personal
requirements.

Eligibility Criteria
All active duty soldiers are eligible for leave, subject to command approval and mission requirements.
Reservists and National Guard members have specific rules based on their duty status. Passes are generally



available to all soldiers, but commanders retain the authority to restrict them based on unit readiness.

Approval Authorities
Commanders at various levels have delegated authority to approve leaves and passes. The process typically
involves submission of a leave request through the chain of command, verification of leave balances, and
consideration of mission impact.

Documentation and Recordkeeping
Proper documentation is required to track leave and passes accurately. The Army uses standardized forms
and electronic systems to record and monitor soldiers’ time off, ensuring accountability and compliance
with regulations.

Rights and Responsibilities of Soldiers
Soldiers have specific rights and responsibilities related to army leaves and passes regulation. Understanding
these helps maintain discipline and respect for the command’s authority.

Soldier’s Rights
Soldiers have the right to take earned leave and passes, subject to operational requirements. They are
entitled to clear communication regarding approval decisions and the ability to appeal or request
reconsideration if leave is denied.

Responsibilities
Soldiers must submit leave requests in a timely manner, provide accurate information, and comply with
the terms of their leave or pass. They are also responsible for returning to duty promptly and reporting
any changes in their status during absence.

Impact on Military Readiness and Discipline
The army leaves and passes regulation plays a critical role in balancing soldier welfare with the Army’s
need for readiness. Proper management of leave and passes supports morale, reduces burnout, and ensures
soldiers are fit for duty.



Maintaining Operational Readiness
By regulating the timing and duration of leaves and passes, commanders can plan personnel availability
around mission requirements. This prevents gaps in staffing and ensures units remain capable of fulfilling
their duties.

Discipline and Accountability
Strict adherence to leave and pass regulations enforces discipline within the ranks. Unauthorized absences
or misuse can lead to disciplinary actions, emphasizing the importance of compliance for both individual
soldiers and the effectiveness of the unit.

Supporting Soldier Well-being
Providing structured opportunities for rest and personal time contributes to mental and physical health,
reducing stress and enhancing overall performance. The regulation thus supports both the mission and the
soldier.

Clear guidelines prevent confusion and misuse

Timely leave helps maintain morale and retention

Balanced approach ensures mission success without sacrificing soldier welfare

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the difference between leave and pass in the army?
Leave is authorized absence from duty for an extended period, usually over 24 hours, while a pass is a
short-term authorization to be absent, typically less than 24 hours, often for a few hours or overnight.

How many days of leave are army personnel entitled to annually?
Active duty Army personnel are generally entitled to 30 days of leave per year, which can be accumulated
and carried over under certain conditions.



What is the proper procedure to apply for leave in the army?
To apply for leave, a soldier must submit a leave request through their chain of command, usually via an
online personnel system or a DA Form 31, and receive approval prior to the start of leave.

Are army leaves paid or unpaid?
Army leaves are paid; soldiers continue to receive their regular pay and allowances during authorized
leave periods.

What are emergency leaves in the army?
Emergency leave is granted to soldiers for urgent personal or family situations such as serious illness or
death of a family member, allowing immediate temporary absence.

Can a soldier be denied leave or pass?
Yes, leave or pass can be denied based on mission requirements, unit readiness, or disciplinary reasons as
determined by the chain of command.

What are the rules regarding overnight passes in the army?
Overnight passes typically require formal approval and are used for short absences from the unit, often
limited to weekends or non-duty hours, with specific time frames defined by unit policies.

How does unauthorized absence (UA) differ from a leave violation?
Unauthorized absence occurs when a soldier is absent without official approval or overstays authorized
leave or pass, which is a violation of military regulations and can lead to disciplinary action.

Are there special leave regulations for deployments or combat zones?
Yes, soldiers deployed in combat zones may have different leave accrual rates, such as increased leave days,
and special provisions for emergency leave due to the nature of their duty.

What documentation is required for leave approval in the army?
Documentation typically includes a completed leave form (DA Form 31), command approval signatures,
and sometimes supporting documents for emergency leave such as medical or family death certificates.



Additional Resources
1. Army Leave and Pass Policies: A Comprehensive Guide
This book offers an in-depth examination of the regulations governing leaves and passes within the army.
It covers eligibility criteria, application procedures, and the types of leave available to service members.
The guide also includes case studies and examples to clarify complex situations, making it a valuable
resource for both soldiers and commanding officers.

2. The Military Leave Handbook: Rules, Rights, and Responsibilities
Focused on the legal and administrative aspects of military leave, this handbook provides clear explanations
of leave entitlements and restrictions. It addresses common challenges faced by soldiers when applying for
leave and offers advice on how to navigate the approval process smoothly. The book is designed to help
both personnel and HR staff understand their roles in managing leave.

3. Understanding Army Passes: Regulations and Best Practices
This title explores the specific regulations related to passes granted to army personnel for short-term
absences. It details the different types of passes, such as emergency, overnight, and special passes, and
explains the conditions under which each can be granted. The book also discusses the responsibilities of both
the soldier and the command when passes are issued.

4. Leave Management in the Armed Forces: Policies and Procedures
This book provides a practical overview of managing leave within military units, emphasizing procedural
compliance and record-keeping. It highlights the importance of balancing operational readiness with the
welfare of personnel by effectively administering leave requests. Additionally, it includes templates and
forms commonly used in leave documentation.

5. Army Personnel Leave Regulations: A Field Manual
Serving as a field manual, this book consolidates the official regulations pertaining to army leaves and passes.
It is designed for easy reference by soldiers in active duty and their superiors, offering succinct
explanations and quick access to relevant rules. The manual also addresses disciplinary actions related to
unauthorized absences.

6. The Soldier's Guide to Leave and Passes
Written specifically for enlisted personnel, this guide simplifies the complexities of leave and pass
regulations. It breaks down the types of leave, how to apply, and tips for ensuring approvals without
delays. The book also shares personal stories from soldiers to illustrate the practical application of leave
policies.

7. Military Leave Law and Policy: Navigating Your Rights
This book focuses on the legal framework underpinning military leave policies, including recent legislative
changes and court cases. It is particularly useful for legal advisors, commanders, and service members
seeking to understand their rights and obligations. The text also discusses the impact of federal and state
laws on military leave entitlements.



8. Effective Leave Planning in the Army: Strategies for Commanders
Targeted at military leaders, this book offers strategies for planning and approving leave to maintain unit
readiness. It discusses how to forecast leave demand, manage peak periods, and handle unexpected leave
requests. The guide emphasizes communication and fairness to optimize morale and operational
effectiveness.

9. Emergency Leave and Passes: Procedures and Protocols
This specialized book deals with emergency leave and pass situations, providing step-by-step procedures for
rapid approval and documentation. It highlights the sensitivity and urgency associated with emergencies
and offers guidance on verification and reporting. The book is an essential tool for personnel tasked with
handling urgent leave cases.
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