ariel the little mermaid and eric

ariel the little mermaid and eric are iconic characters from Disney’s beloved
animated classic, "The Little Mermaid." Their story is one of romance,
adventure, and transformation that has captivated audiences worldwide since
the film’s release. Ariel, a curious and adventurous mermaid princess, dreams
of exploring the human world, while Eric, a charming human prince, becomes
the object of her affection and the catalyst for her journey toward love and
identity. This article explores the relationship between Ariel and Eric,
their individual backgrounds, and their significance within the broader
narrative of the film. Additionally, it covers the evolution of their
characters in various adaptations and their cultural impact. Below is a
detailed table of contents to guide readers through these aspects.
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The Characters of Ariel and Eric

Ariel: The Curious Mermaid Princess

Ariel is the youngest daughter of King Triton, ruler of the underwater
kingdom of Atlantica. She is characterized by her vibrant red hair,
adventurous spirit, and longing to experience life beyond the sea. Ariel’s
fascination with the human world drives much of the plot in "The Little
Mermaid." She collects human artifacts and dreams of walking on land, which
symbolizes her desire for freedom and discovery. Her curiosity and bravery
make her one of Disney’s most memorable princesses.

Eric: The Human Prince

Prince Eric is introduced as a young, noble, and kind-hearted human prince.
He is known for his bravery and love of the sea, which aligns him
thematically with Ariel despite their different worlds. Eric’s character
embodies the ideal hero archetype, and his encounter with Ariel is central to
the story. His kindness and courage are pivotal in helping Ariel overcome the
challenges she faces in her quest to be part of the human world.



The Story of Ariel and Eric in "The Little
Mermaid"

Initial Encounter and Attraction

The meeting of Ariel and Eric occurs during a dramatic storm at sea, where
Eric’s ship is wrecked. Ariel rescues Eric and brings him to shore, beginning
their connection. This moment is significant as it lays the foundation for
their relationship, sparked by Ariel’s fascination with Eric and the human
world he represents. Their initial encounter is filled with mystery and
wonder, highlighting the theme of crossing worlds.

Ariel’s Transformation and the Deal with Ursula

Driven by her desire to be with Eric, Ariel makes a risky bargain with
Ursula, the sea witch. She trades her voice for human legs, allowing her to
live on land and pursue a relationship with Eric. This transformation is a
key plot point, symbolizing sacrifice and the pursuit of true love. The story
then follows Ariel’s struggle to communicate and connect with Eric without
her voice, underlining themes of identity and expression.

The Relationship Dynamics Between Ariel and
Eric

Communication and Challenges

Ariel and Eric’s relationship is marked by both joy and obstacles. Since
Ariel loses her voice, their communication relies heavily on gestures and
emotions, which adds complexity and depth to their bond. Eric’s search for
the mysterious girl who saved him showcases his devotion and sets up the
romantic tension that drives the narrative. Their relationship highlights the
importance of trust and understanding beyond words.

Shared Adventures and Growth

As their story progresses, Ariel and Eric face numerous challenges, including
Ursula’s interference and the clash between their different worlds. Their
journey together fosters growth, with Ariel learning about human life and
Eric understanding the significance of Ariel’s sacrifices. This mutual growth
solidifies their partnership and emphasizes themes of acceptance and
compromise.

Character Development and Symbolism



Ariel’s Journey of Self-Discovery

Ariel’s character arc represents the universal theme of self-discovery and
the courage to follow one’s dreams. Her transformation from a mermaid to a
human symbolizes the pursuit of identity and the willingness to change for
love and personal fulfillment. Ariel’s struggle to reconcile her origins with
her new life reflects broader themes of belonging and transformation.

Eric as the Idealized Hero

Eric’s character serves as a symbol of idealized heroism and romantic love in
the narrative. His bravery, kindness, and determination to find Ariel embody
the qualities of a classic fairy tale prince. Eric’s role is crucial in
balancing Ariel’s impulsiveness with his steady support, making their
relationship dynamic and realistic within the fairy tale context.

Adaptations and Portrayals of Ariel and Eric

Disney’s Animated Classic

The 1989 Disney animated film "The Little Mermaid" is the definitive
portrayal of Ariel and Eric. Their story in this version is rich with music,
vibrant animation, and memorable characters, which have contributed to its
enduring popularity. The film’s success revitalized Disney’s animated
features and set the stage for modern princess stories.

Broadway and Live-Action Adaptations

Following the animated film, "The Little Mermaid" was adapted into a Broadway
musical that expanded the story and character development of Ariel and Eric.
The musical version provides deeper insights into their emotions and
backgrounds through songs and dialogue. Additionally, live-action adaptations
continue to introduce these characters to new audiences, often with updated
portrayals that reflect contemporary values.

Cultural Impact and Legacy

Iconic Status in Popular Culture

Ariel and Eric have become cultural icons representing young love, adventure,
and the bridging of different worlds. Their story has inspired countless
merchandise, theme park attractions, and fan interpretations. The characters’
appeal spans generations, making them enduring symbols of Disney’s
storytelling legacy.



Influence on Disney Princess Archetypes

The dynamic between Ariel and Eric helped redefine the Disney princess
archetype by introducing a heroine who is both independent and romantic.
Ariel’s curiosity and assertiveness combined with Eric’s supportive nature
have influenced subsequent Disney characters and narratives. Their story
continues to resonate as a model of love and personal growth.

e Resonance with themes of transformation and identity

e Representation of cross-cultural and cross-world romance

Enduring popularity in merchandise and media

Inspiration for future adaptations and reinterpretations

Frequently Asked Questions

Who are Ariel and Eric in The Little Mermaid?

Ariel is the main character, a young mermaid princess, and Eric is a human
prince whom she falls in love with in Disney's The Little Mermaid.

How do Ariel and Eric meet in The Little Mermaid?

Ariel rescues Prince Eric from drowning during a storm at sea, and later they
meet on land, which sparks their romance.

What challenges do Ariel and Eric face in their
relationship?

Their main challenge is the difference between their worlds—Ariel is a
mermaid and Eric is human—which leads to conflicts involving Ursula the sea
witch.

Does Ariel become human to be with Eric?

Yes, Ariel makes a deal with Ursula to become human so she can be with Eric
on land.

How does Eric feel about Ariel’s true identity?

Initially, Eric does not know Ariel is a mermaid, but he grows to love her
for who she is and accepts her true identity.

What role does Ursula play in Ariel and Eric’'s story?

Ursula is the antagonist who tricks Ariel into giving up her voice in
exchange for becoming human, hoping to sabotage Ariel and Eric’s
relationship.



Do Ariel and Eric get married in The Little Mermaid?

Yes, Ariel and Eric get married at the end of the original Disney movie,
symbolizing their union of land and sea.

How has the story of Ariel and Eric been adapted in
other media?

The story has been adapted into Broadway musicals, sequels, TV series, and a
live—action film, often exploring their relationship in greater depth.

What songs feature Ariel and Eric together?

Songs like "Kiss the Girl" and "Part of Your World" highlight Ariel's
feelings for Eric and their developing relationship.

Why is the relationship between Ariel and Eric
significant in The Little Mermaid?

Their relationship represents bridging two different worlds and the theme of
love overcoming obstacles and differences.

Additional Resources

1. The Little Mermaid: Ariel's Undersea Adventure

This enchanting book follows Ariel, the curious mermaid princess, as she
explores the wonders of the ocean and dreams of life on land. When she meets
Prince Eric, her world changes forever. Filled with magical creatures and
underwater mysteries, this story captures the heart of the classic fairy tale
with vibrant illustrations and captivating storytelling.

2. Ariel and Eric: A Love Beyond the Sea

Discover the romantic tale of Ariel and Prince Eric as they overcome
obstacles to be together. This book delves into their journey from different
worlds—sea and land—highlighting themes of courage, trust, and true love.
Readers will enjoy the heartfelt moments and the enchanting underwater
kingdom brought to life.

3. The Secret Kingdom of Ariel

Dive into the hidden world beneath the waves where Ariel reigns as a beloved
princess. This story reveals the challenges she faces in balancing her duties
to her family and her desire to be with Eric. With engaging characters and a
thrilling plot, it’s a must-read for fans of the Little Mermaid.

4. Eric's Quest: Finding Ariel

Prince Eric embarks on a daring journey to find Ariel after she mysteriously
disappears from his kingdom. Along the way, he encounters magical creatures
and learns the true meaning of bravery and love. This adventurous tale adds
depth to the classic story, focusing on Eric’s perspective.

5. Ariel's Voice: The Song That Changed Everything

Explore the origin of Ariel’s enchanting voice and how it connects her to
Prince Eric. This book reveals the magical power of music in their story and
the sacrifices Ariel makes to achieve her dreams. It’s a beautifully
illustrated tale celebrating hope and determination.



6. The Little Mermaid: Tales of the Sea Witch

Uncover the dark secrets of the sea witch who plays a pivotal role in Ariel
and Eric’s story. This book offers a unique perspective on the antagonist’s
motives and the magical forces at play. Readers will be intrigued by the
twists and deeper understanding of the classic fairy tale.

7. Ariel and Eric's Royal Wedding

Celebrate the joyous occasion of Ariel and Eric’s wedding in this charming
book filled with love, friendship, and underwater festivities. Readers get a
glimpse of the merging worlds of sea and land, as well as the characters who
made their journey possible. A perfect story for fans who want a happy
ending.

8. The Little Mermaid: Ariel's Courageous Choice

This inspiring story highlights Ariel’s bravery as she makes difficult
decisions to follow her heart. It explores themes of identity, sacrifice, and
the power of believing in oneself. The narrative is filled with emotional
depth and colorful illustrations that bring Ariel’s world to life.

9. Eric and Ariel: Adventures Beyond the Shore

Join Eric and Ariel as they explore new lands beyond the ocean’s edge. This
adventurous sequel expands on their life together, facing new challenges and
discovering wonders on both land and sea. It’s a delightful continuation for
readers eager to see what happens after the classic tale.
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