
apush period 2 multiple choice questions and
answers
apush period 2 multiple choice questions and answers provide an essential tool for students
preparing for the Advanced Placement United States History exam. This period, spanning from 1607
to 1754, covers the early colonial era, including the development of British colonies, interactions with
Native Americans, and the foundations of American society. Understanding the key concepts, events,
and figures through targeted multiple choice questions and answers helps reinforce knowledge and
improve test-taking strategies. This article explores the important themes of APUSH Period 2, offers
sample multiple choice questions, and explains the correct answers to aid comprehension. By
focusing on significant topics such as colonial economies, political structures, cultural exchanges, and
conflicts, learners can better grasp this formative era in American history. The article also discusses
tips for approaching APUSH multiple choice questions effectively. Below is an overview of the main
sections covered.

Overview of APUSH Period 2

Key Themes and Concepts

Sample Multiple Choice Questions and Answers

Strategies for Answering APUSH Multiple Choice Questions

Overview of APUSH Period 2
APUSH Period 2 covers the years 1607 to 1754, a critical era in American colonial history marked by
the establishment and growth of European settlements, primarily British colonies along the eastern
seaboard. This period witnessed the development of distinct colonial regions with varying economic
systems, social structures, and political institutions. It also involved complex interactions between
European settlers, Native American tribes, and African populations, particularly in the context of
slavery. The period concludes just before the outbreak of the French and Indian War, which set the
stage for major changes in British-colonial relations. Understanding this era provides vital background
for the evolution of American identity and conflict.

Colonial Foundations and Growth
The early 1600s saw the founding of Jamestown in 1607, the first permanent English settlement in
North America. Over the following decades, colonies such as Massachusetts Bay, Maryland, Rhode
Island, and Pennsylvania were established, each with unique characteristics. Colonists pursued
different economic activities like tobacco farming, fishing, and trade, shaping regional distinctions
between New England, the Middle Colonies, and the Southern Colonies. Political developments
included the emergence of colonial assemblies and the implementation of various degrees of self-
government.



Interactions with Native Americans and Africans
European colonization led to significant encounters with Native American populations, ranging from
trade and alliances to violent conflicts like King Philip’s War. Additionally, the introduction and
expansion of African slavery became a defining feature of many colonies, especially in the South, with
profound social and economic consequences. These interactions shaped the demographic and cultural
landscape of the colonies during Period 2.

Key Themes and Concepts
Mastering APUSH Period 2 multiple choice questions and answers requires familiarity with several
core themes. These include the economic foundations of colonial society, the development of political
institutions, social hierarchies, religious influences, and patterns of cultural exchange. Each theme
reflects the complexity and diversity of colonial America during this formative period.

Economic Systems and Labor
Colonial economies varied widely, influenced by geography and available resources. The Southern
Colonies relied heavily on plantation agriculture, especially tobacco and rice, supported by indentured
servants and enslaved Africans. In contrast, New England’s economy centered on small-scale farming,
fishing, and trade, while the Middle Colonies combined agriculture with commerce and crafts.
Understanding these economic distinctions is crucial for answering multiple choice questions related
to labor systems and economic development.

Political and Social Structures
Colonial governments evolved from proprietary and royal colonies to include representative
assemblies, such as the Virginia House of Burgesses and the New England town meetings. These
institutions laid the groundwork for self-governance and democratic principles in America. Socially,
the colonies exhibited stratification, with elites, middle classes, indentured servants, and enslaved
people occupying distinct roles.

Religious Influence and Cultural Exchange
Religion played a central role in shaping colonial identity, with Puritanism dominating New England
and Anglicanism prominent in the South. Religious dissenters founded colonies based on principles of
tolerance, such as Rhode Island and Pennsylvania. Additionally, cultural exchanges among Europeans,
Native Americans, and Africans resulted in blended traditions, technologies, and conflicts, all of which
are significant to Period 2 questions.

Sample Multiple Choice Questions and Answers
Below are representative APUSH Period 2 multiple choice questions with detailed answers to
exemplify the types of queries students may encounter and how to approach them.



1.
Question: Which of the following economic activities was most important in the Southern
Colonies during Period 2?

A. Shipbuilding and fishing

B. Tobacco and rice plantations

C. Small-scale subsistence farming

D. Fur trading

Answer: B. Tobacco and rice plantations were the dominant economic activities in the
Southern Colonies, relying heavily on slave labor to sustain large-scale agriculture.

2.
Question: The Mayflower Compact is best described as:

A. A treaty with Native American tribes

B. An agreement establishing self-government among Pilgrims

C. A British law regulating colonial trade

D. A statement of religious freedom

Answer: B. The Mayflower Compact was a social contract created by Pilgrims to establish a
basic form of self-government in Plymouth Colony.

3.
Question: What was a major consequence of King Philip’s War?

A. The expansion of Native American territories

B. The strengthening of colonial control over New England

C. The establishment of religious freedom for Native Americans

D. The end of indentured servitude

Answer: B. King Philip’s War resulted in the defeat of Native American resistance and solidified
colonial dominance in New England.

4.
Question: The primary purpose of the Navigation Acts was to:

A. Promote free trade between colonies and other countries

B. Restrict colonial trade to benefit England



C. Encourage religious tolerance in the colonies

D. Abolish slavery in the colonies

Answer: B. The Navigation Acts were designed to enforce mercantilist policies by limiting
colonial trade to English ships and markets.

Strategies for Answering APUSH Multiple Choice
Questions
Success with apush period 2 multiple choice questions and answers depends not only on content
knowledge but also on effective test-taking strategies. Mastering these techniques can significantly
improve accuracy and confidence.

Understanding Question Structure
APUSH multiple choice questions often include primary source excerpts, charts, or scenarios. Carefully
reading the question stem and all answer choices is essential to identify the best response. Pay
attention to keywords such as “most likely,” “best describes,” or “primary cause” to understand the
question focus.

Eliminating Incorrect Answers
One effective method is to eliminate clearly incorrect or irrelevant options first. This process narrows
down choices and increases the odds of selecting the correct answer. For example, options that do
not align with the time period or contradict known facts can be ruled out immediately.

Using Contextual Knowledge
Applying broader knowledge of Period 2 themes—such as colonial economies, political developments,
and social structures—helps in evaluating answer choices. Understanding cause-and-effect
relationships and historical significance also aids in discerning the best answer.

Practicing with Sample Questions
Regular practice with apush period 2 multiple choice questions and answers enhances familiarity with
question formats and reinforces content retention. Reviewing explanations for correct and incorrect
answers deepens understanding and highlights areas requiring further study.

Read questions carefully and note key terms



Eliminate obviously wrong answers to improve odds

Apply contextual knowledge about colonial America

Practice consistently using official and supplementary materials

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main economic activities in the English
colonies during APUSH Period 2?
The main economic activities included agriculture (tobacco, rice, indigo), trade, and small-scale
manufacturing, with regional differences such as plantation economies in the South and commerce in
the North.

How did the Enlightenment influence political thought in the
American colonies during Period 2?
The Enlightenment introduced ideas about natural rights, social contracts, and representative
government, which influenced colonial leaders to question British authority and advocate for self-
governance.

What was the significance of the Navigation Acts in APUSH
Period 2?
The Navigation Acts were British laws that restricted colonial trade to benefit England, leading to
colonial resentment and smuggling, which contributed to tensions leading up to the American
Revolution.

How did religious diversity shape colonial society in Period 2?
Religious diversity led to the establishment of various religious communities, such as Puritans in New
England, Quakers in Pennsylvania, and Catholics in Maryland, promoting different social norms and
sometimes causing conflicts.

What role did slavery play in the development of the Southern
colonies in Period 2?
Slavery was central to the Southern economy, providing labor for large plantations growing cash
crops like tobacco and rice, and it entrenched a social hierarchy based on race and class.



Additional Resources
1. APUSH Period 2 Multiple Choice Mastery
This book offers a comprehensive collection of multiple choice questions specifically designed for AP
U.S. History Period 2. Each question is paired with detailed explanations to help students understand
the nuances of early American colonial history. It is an excellent resource for reinforcing key concepts
and preparing effectively for exams.

2. Practice Questions for APUSH Period 2: Colonization and Conflict
Focused on the themes of colonization, cultural encounters, and early American conflicts, this book
provides a variety of multiple choice questions that cover critical events and figures of Period 2. The
answers include in-depth rationales, enabling learners to grasp the historical context and significance
of each topic.

3. APUSH Period 2 Review: Multiple Choice Q&A
This review guide compiles hundreds of multiple choice questions that span the entirety of Period 2 in
AP U.S. History. It emphasizes analyzing primary sources and understanding the political, social, and
economic developments between 1607 and 1754. Ideal for self-study or classroom use, it helps
students identify strengths and weaknesses.

4. Early American History: APUSH Period 2 MCQs Explained
Designed to clarify challenging concepts from early American history, this book breaks down multiple
choice questions with clear, concise explanations. It highlights important themes such as colonial
governments, interactions with Native Americans, and the evolution of labor systems, supporting
deeper comprehension for test-takers.

5. Colonial America: APUSH Period 2 Multiple Choice Workbook
This workbook-style resource encourages active learning through practice questions on colonial
settlements, economic systems, and cultural exchanges during Period 2. Detailed answer keys
provide insight into the reasoning behind correct and incorrect options, making it an effective tool to
improve exam performance.

6. APUSH Period 2: Comprehensive Multiple Choice Practice
Covering all major topics from 1607 to 1754, this book presents a thorough set of multiple choice
questions with explanations aimed at enhancing critical thinking skills. It includes questions on
religious movements, regional differences, and imperial policies, preparing students for the
complexity of AP exam questions.

7. Mastering APUSH Period 2 MCQs: Strategies and Answers
In addition to numerous practice questions, this guide offers test-taking strategies tailored for APUSH
multiple choice sections. It helps students navigate tricky questions related to colonial economies,
social hierarchies, and international rivalries, while providing detailed answer breakdowns to build
confidence.

8. Period 2 APUSH Multiple Choice Challenges
This book presents challenging multiple choice questions designed to push students beyond basic
memorization. It encourages analytical thinking about the causes and consequences of colonial
developments, making it ideal for learners seeking to deepen their understanding and excel on the AP
exam.

9. APUSH Period 2 Exam Prep: Multiple Choice Questions and Solutions



A focused exam preparation tool, this book includes a broad range of multiple choice questions
covering the political, economic, and social aspects of early American colonial history. Each solution is
carefully explained to ensure students can master content knowledge and improve their test-taking
accuracy.
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