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api rp 500 recommended practice for classification of locations for electrical installations at petroleum
facilities first edition 2 serves as a critical guideline for the classification of hazardous locations in petroleum
facilities where electrical installations are planned and executed. This recommended practice provides
essential criteria for identifying and categorizing hazardous areas based on the presence of flammable gases,
vapors, or combustible dust that could pose ignition risks. It is fundamental in ensuring the safety and
compliance of electrical equipment installations in environments such as refineries, petrochemical plants,
and offshore platforms. The document outlines methods for classifying locations into various zones or
divisions, which dictate the type of electrical equipment and protection techniques required.
Understanding the classification system and adherence to the API RP 500 standard minimizes the risk of
explosions and enhances operational safety. This article explores the scope, classification methodology,
application, and updates introduced in the first edition 2 of API RP 500 recommended practice for
classification of locations for electrical installations at petroleum facilities. The following sections will provide
a detailed examination of the classification principles, electrical installation requirements, and practical
considerations for petroleum facility environments.
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Classification of Hazardous Locations

Electrical Installation Requirements

Application in Petroleum Facilities
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Scope and Purpose of API RP 500
The api rp 500 recommended practice for classification of locations for electrical installations at petroleum
facilities first edition 2 establishes a systematic approach for classifying hazardous locations where electrical
equipment is installed. Its primary purpose is to enhance safety by identifying areas where explosive
atmospheres may exist due to the presence of flammable gases, vapors, or combustible dusts. This
classification directly impacts the design and selection of electrical equipment, ensuring that installations are



suitable for the risk level of the environment.

The scope of this recommended practice covers petroleum production, refining, storage, and distribution
facilities. It applies to both indoor and outdoor locations, addressing the unique challenges in petroleum
environments. Additionally, API RP 500 serves as a foundational reference for engineers, safety
professionals, and regulatory compliance personnel involved in hazard assessment and electrical system
design.

By adhering to the guidelines within API RP 500, facilities can systematically prevent ignition sources in
classified areas and maintain compliance with federal and industry regulations. This practice also supports
the integration of electrical safety measures with overall hazard management strategies.

Classification of Hazardous Locations
Classification of hazardous locations under api rp 500 recommended practice for classification of locations for
electrical installations at petroleum facilities first edition 2 is based on the likelihood and duration of the
presence of flammable or explosive atmospheres. The practice categorizes locations into two main divisions:
Division 1 and Division 2. These divisions guide the selection of electrical equipment and installation
procedures to mitigate ignition risks.

Division 1 Locations
Division 1 locations are areas where hazardous concentrations of flammable gases or vapors are present
under normal operating conditions or where such concentrations may exist frequently due to maintenance
or repair activities. These locations demand the highest level of electrical protection and specialized
equipment designed to prevent ignition.

Division 2 Locations
Division 2 locations are areas where hazardous substances are not normally present but may accidentally
exist due to equipment failure or leakage. Electrical installations in these areas require less stringent
protection compared to Division 1 but must still conform to safety standards to prevent ignition in the event
of unexpected releases.

Factors Influencing Classification
The classification process involves a detailed analysis of several factors including:

Type and quantity of flammable substances present



Frequency and duration of hazardous atmosphere presence

Ventilation and dispersion characteristics of the environment

Equipment operation and maintenance procedures

These factors ensure that the classification accurately reflects the real-world conditions of petroleum
facilities, enabling appropriate safety measures to be implemented.

Electrical Installation Requirements
The api rp 500 recommended practice for classification of locations for electrical installations at petroleum
facilities first edition 2 provides detailed directives on the selection and installation of electrical equipment
according to the classified zones. These requirements are essential to prevent ignition sources and ensure
the integrity of electrical systems in hazardous areas.

Equipment Selection
Electrical equipment installed in Division 1 and Division 2 areas must comply with recognized standards for
explosion-proof or intrinsically safe design. The equipment must be capable of containing any internal
explosions or preventing sparks and high temperatures that could ignite flammable atmospheres.

Installation Practices
Proper installation techniques include:

Use of appropriate conduit seals to prevent gas migration

Ensuring enclosures meet specified ratings for dust and moisture protection

Grounding and bonding to eliminate static electricity risks

Regular inspection and maintenance schedules to detect and correct potential hazards

Following these practices ensures that electrical installations maintain compliance with API RP 500 and
contribute to overall facility safety.



Application in Petroleum Facilities
The application of api rp 500 recommended practice for classification of locations for electrical installations at
petroleum facilities first edition 2 is specifically tailored to the complex and hazardous environments
encountered in petroleum production and processing. The classification system guides engineers and safety
managers in designing electrical systems that accommodate the unique risks associated with hydrocarbon
handling and storage.

Refineries and Processing Plants
In refineries, where volatile hydrocarbons are handled continuously, accurate classification of equipment
locations is critical. API RP 500 helps define safe zones around process units, storage tanks, and loading areas,
enabling the selection of appropriate explosion-proof lighting, motors, and control systems.

Storage and Loading Facilities
Storage tanks and loading racks present distinct hazards due to vapor release during transfer operations. The
recommended practice assists in identifying hazardous zones and specifying electrical installations that
minimize ignition risks in these dynamic environments.

Offshore Platforms
Offshore petroleum platforms face challenging conditions including confined spaces and limited ventilation.
The API RP 500 classification methodology is instrumental in designing electrical systems that withstand
these challenges while maintaining high safety standards.

Updates and Revisions in First Edition 2
The first edition 2 of the api rp 500 recommended practice for classification of locations for electrical
installations at petroleum facilities incorporates several key updates reflecting advances in industry practices
and technology. These revisions enhance clarity, improve safety measures, and align the practice with
contemporary regulatory frameworks.

Clarification of Classification Criteria
Revisions include more explicit definitions and examples for Division 1 and Division 2 locations, reducing
ambiguity and improving the accuracy of hazard assessments. This helps facility operators apply the
classification more consistently across different site conditions.



Integration with Other Standards
First edition 2 strengthens alignment with related industry standards such as NEC (National Electrical
Code) and IEC (International Electrotechnical Commission) guidelines. This harmonization facilitates
compliance and simplifies design considerations for multinational operations.

Enhanced Safety Protocols
Additional recommendations on sealing methods, equipment maintenance, and personnel training have
been introduced. These measures aim to further reduce the risk of ignition and promote a culture of safety
in petroleum facilities.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary purpose of API RP 500 First Edition?
The primary purpose of API RP 500 First Edition is to provide recommended practices for the classification
of locations for electrical installations at petroleum facilities to ensure safe design and installation in
hazardous areas.

Which types of petroleum facilities are covered under API RP 500 First
Edition?
API RP 500 First Edition covers petroleum facilities such as refineries, petrochemical plants, and other oil
and gas processing facilities where flammable gases or vapors may be present.

How does API RP 500 classify hazardous locations?
API RP 500 classifies hazardous locations into Class I, Division 1 and Division 2 areas based on the likelihood
and frequency of flammable gas or vapor presence.

What is the significance of Class I Division 1 and Division 2 in API RP
500?
Class I Division 1 areas are locations where flammable gases or vapors are present continuously or
intermittently under normal operating conditions, while Division 2 areas are locations where such hazards
are present only under abnormal conditions.



Does API RP 500 provide guidelines for electrical equipment selection?
Yes, API RP 500 provides guidelines for selecting electrical equipment that is suitable and safe for use in
classified hazardous locations at petroleum facilities.

How does API RP 500 relate to other standards like NFPA 70 (NEC)?
API RP 500 is consistent with NFPA 70 (NEC) requirements and provides specific guidance tailored for
petroleum facilities, complementing the NEC classifications and installation practices.

What factors are considered in location classification according to API RP
500?
Factors include the type of flammable material, frequency and duration of release, ventilation conditions,
and operational practices at the petroleum facility.

Is API RP 500 applicable internationally or only in the United States?
While primarily used in the United States, API RP 500 is often referenced internationally due to its
comprehensive guidance for petroleum facility electrical installations.

What is the importance of proper location classification in petroleum
facilities as per API RP 500?
Proper location classification ensures that electrical installations are designed to prevent ignition of
flammable atmospheres, thereby enhancing safety and reducing the risk of fire or explosions.

Additional Resources
1. API RP 500: Recommended Practice for Classification of Locations for Electrical Installations at Petroleum
Facilities, First Edition
This foundational document provides guidelines for classifying hazardous locations in petroleum facilities
where electrical equipment is installed. It outlines methods for identifying and categorizing zones based on
the presence of flammable gases or vapors. The standard helps ensure safe electrical design and installation
practices to minimize ignition risks.

2. API RP 505: Recommended Practice for Classification of Locations for Electrical Installations at Petroleum
Facilities Classified as Class I, Zone 0, Zone 1, and Zone 2
Complementing API RP 500, this publication addresses electrical classification using the IEC/NEC Zone
concept rather than the Division system. It provides detailed criteria for classifying hazardous areas
specifically in petroleum operations, supporting compliance with international standards. The guide aids



engineers in selecting appropriate electrical equipment for classified zones.

3. NFPA 70: National Electrical Code (NEC) – Articles on Hazardous (Classified) Locations
The NEC is the primary electrical safety code in the United States and includes comprehensive rules for
electrical installations in hazardous locations. It details classification systems, wiring methods, and equipment
requirements relevant to petroleum facilities. Understanding NEC provisions is essential for interpreting
and applying API RP 500 recommendations.

4. IEC 60079 Series: Explosive Atmospheres Standards
This series by the International Electrotechnical Commission covers standards for electrical equipment in
explosive atmospheres, including classification, selection, and installation. The IEC 60079 standards serve as
an international counterpart to API RP 500, with emphasis on Zones 0, 1, and 2. Professionals working
with petroleum facility electrical installations benefit from cross-referencing these standards.

5. Electrical Design of Oil and Gas Facilities by John Cadick and Mary Capelli-Schellpfeffer
This practical guide discusses electrical design principles specifically for oil and gas operations, including
hazardous area classification. It explains how to apply API RP 500 and related standards in designing safe
and efficient electrical systems. The book also covers grounding, bonding, and equipment selection for
classified locations.

6. Hazardous Area Classification Explained by Geoff Wells
This book offers a clear and concise overview of hazardous area classification principles, focusing on
petroleum and chemical industries. It elaborates on classification methods from API RP 500 and similar
standards, with case studies and examples. It is a useful resource for engineers new to hazardous location
design.

7. Design and Installation of Electrical Systems in Hazardous Areas by David Herres
Targeted at practitioners, this book covers the step-by-step process of designing and installing electrical
systems in hazardous environments. It provides practical advice on applying API RP 500 and other
classification standards, ensuring compliance and safety. The text includes troubleshooting tips and
inspection guidelines.

8. Petroleum Facility Electrical Safety Handbook by Michael Brown
This handbook focuses on electrical safety practices in petroleum facilities, emphasizing hazardous location
classification and mitigation techniques. It integrates API RP 500 recommendations with safety
management systems and operational procedures. The book is valuable for safety engineers and facility
managers.

9. Electrical Installations in Hazardous Locations: An Engineering and Maintenance Guide by Brian Rock
This comprehensive guide addresses both design and maintenance challenges for electrical installations in
hazardous zones at petroleum sites. It provides detailed explanations of classification standards such as API
RP 500 and NEC requirements. The book also discusses inspection, testing, and certification processes to
maintain safety compliance.
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