
worksheet on subject verb agreement with answers

worksheet on subject verb agreement with answers is an essential educational resource designed to help
students master one of the fundamental rules of English grammar. Subject-verb agreement ensures that subjects
and verbs match in number, which is critical for clear and correct sentence construction. This article explores
the importance of subject-verb agreement, provides detailed explanations of various agreement rules, and
presents practical exercises to reinforce learning. The worksheet on subject verb agreement with answers offers
learners a chance to practice and verify their understanding, making it an effective tool for both classroom
and independent study. Additionally, this resource highlights common errors and tips for avoiding them, ensuring
comprehensive coverage of the topic. Whether for teachers designing lesson plans or students aiming to improve
grammar skills, this content provides valuable insights and practical applications.
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Understanding Subject-Verb Agreement

Subject-verb agreement is the grammatical rule that the verb in a sentence must agree with its subject in number
and person. This means that a singular subject requires a singular verb, while a plural subject requires a
plural verb. Proper subject-verb agreement is vital for sentence clarity and grammatical accuracy. It helps
readers and listeners understand who or what is performing the action and when the action is taking place.
Errors in subject-verb agreement can lead to confusion and misinterpretation of the intended meaning.

In English, subject-verb agreement can sometimes be challenging due to irregular forms, compound subjects, and
intervening phrases. Therefore, a worksheet on subject verb agreement with answers serves as an effective tool
to practice these rules and reinforce correct usage. By working through targeted exercises, learners can
identify patterns, recognize exceptions, and develop confidence in constructing grammatically sound sentences.

Definition and Importance

Subject-verb agreement refers specifically to the correspondence between the subject of a sentence and its verb
in number (singular or plural) and person (first, second, or third). This agreement is crucial because it maintains
sentence coherence and grammatical correctness. Without proper agreement, sentences may sound awkward or
be grammatically incorrect, which can impair communication.

Basic Examples

Examples of correct subject-verb agreement include:

The cat runs fast. (singular subject and singular verb)

The cats run fast. (plural subject and plural verb)

She is going to school. (third person singular subject and verb)



They are going to school. (third person plural subject and verb)

Common Rules and Exceptions

The rules governing subject-verb agreement are straightforward in simple sentences but can become complex
with compound subjects, collective nouns, indefinite pronouns, and phrases intervening between the subject and
verb. Understanding these common rules and their exceptions is critical for accurate grammar usage.

Rules for Singular and Plural Subjects

When the subject is singular, the verb must be singular; when the subject is plural, the verb must be plural. For
example, “The dog barks” versus “The dogs bark.”

Compound Subjects

Compound subjects joined by “and” typically require a plural verb, as in “The teacher and the student are here.”
However, when joined by “or” or “nor,” the verb agrees with the subject closest to it. For example:

Either the dog or the cats are outside.

Neither the cats nor the dog is outside.

Collective Nouns

Collective nouns such as “team,” “group,” or “family” may take singular or plural verbs depending on whether
the group acts as a unit or as individuals. For example:

The team is winning. (acting as a single unit)

The team are arguing among themselves. (acting as individuals)

Indefinite Pronouns

Indefinite pronouns like “everyone,” “someone,” and “nobody” are usually singular and require singular verbs.
For example, “Everyone is invited.” However, some pronouns such as “few,” “many,” and “several” are plural and
need plural verbs.

Worksheet Examples on Subject-Verb Agreement

Worksheets on subject verb agreement with answers typically include a variety of exercise types designed to
test comprehension and application of the rules. These exercises range from fill-in-the-blank questions to
sentence correction tasks and multiple-choice questions.



Fill-in-the-Blank Exercises

These exercises require students to select the correct verb form that agrees with the subject of the sentence.
For example:

The boys __________ (play/plays) soccer every weekend.1.

Each of the students __________ (has/have) a textbook.2.

Neither the teacher nor the students __________ (was/were) late.3.

Sentence Correction

In these exercises, students identify and correct errors in subject-verb agreement within sentences. For example:

The list of items are on the desk. � The list of items is on the desk.1.

My friends goes to the gym regularly. � My friends go to the gym regularly.2.

Multiple Choice Questions

Multiple choice questions present sentences with different verb options, and students choose the grammatically
correct one. For example:

Neither the manager nor the employees __________ responsible for the mistake.1.

a) is

b) are

Everybody __________ to submit the report by Friday.2.

a) have

b) has

Answer Key and Explanations

A worksheet on subject verb agreement with answers always includes a detailed answer key that explains why
each answer is correct. This helps learners understand the reasoning behind the rules and reinforces learning.



Sample Answers

For example, answers to fill-in-the-blank exercises might look like this:

play – “Boys” is plural, so the plural verb “play” is appropriate.1.

has – “Each” is singular, requiring the singular verb “has.”2.

was – The verb agrees with the subject closest to it, “students,” which is plural, so “were” is correct.3.
(Correction: actually, “Neither...nor” with plural subject closest requires plural verb, so the example
answer should be “were” instead of “was.”)

Explanation of Common Mistakes

Common mistakes include ignoring intervening phrases, confusing plural forms of subjects, or misapplying rules
for indefinite pronouns. Answer explanations clarify these points, making the worksheet a complete learning
tool.

Tips for Mastering Subject-Verb Agreement

Consistent practice with a worksheet on subject verb agreement with answers helps solidify understanding, but
additional strategies can further enhance mastery of this grammar rule.

Focus on the Subject

Always identify the true subject of the sentence, ignoring phrases that come between the subject and the verb.
This ensures correct verb agreement regardless of sentence complexity.

Memorize Irregular Forms

Some subjects and verbs have irregular plural forms or exceptions. Familiarity with these helps prevent errors.
For example, “The data are accurate” versus “The media is biased” (depending on usage).

Practice Regularly

Using worksheets with answers enables learners to apply rules in varied contexts and receive immediate
feedback. Regular practice reduces mistakes and increases confidence in writing and speaking.

Read and Listen to Correct Usage

Exposure to well-written texts and spoken English can improve intuitive understanding of subject-verb
agreement, reinforcing formal rules through context.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is a worksheet on subject-verb agreement?

A worksheet on subject-verb agreement is an educational tool containing exercises designed to help learners
practice matching subjects with the correct verb forms according to grammatical rules.

Why is subject-verb agreement important in English grammar?

Subject-verb agreement is important because it ensures that sentences are grammatically correct and clear,
helping effective communication by matching singular subjects with singular verbs and plural subjects with
plural verbs.

What types of exercises are commonly found in subject-verb agreement
worksheets?

Common exercises include filling in the blanks with the correct verb form, identifying errors in sentences,
matching subjects with appropriate verbs, and rewriting sentences to correct agreement mistakes.

Can you provide an example question from a subject-verb agreement
worksheet?

Sure! Example: "The list of items (is/are) on the table." The correct answer is "is" because the subject "list" is
singular.

How can teachers use subject-verb agreement worksheets effectively in the
classroom?

Teachers can use these worksheets as practice material, homework assignments, or assessment tools to
reinforce students' understanding of subject-verb agreement through repeated application and correction.

Are there worksheets available for different levels of learners on subject-
verb agreement?

Yes, worksheets are available for various levels, from beginner to advanced, gradually increasing in
complexity to suit learners' proficiency and help them master subject-verb agreement step-by-step.

What common mistakes do students make in subject-verb agreement exercises?

Common mistakes include mismatching singular subjects with plural verbs, ignoring intervening phrases, and
confusing collective nouns or compound subjects which affect verb choice.

Where can I find free printable subject-verb agreement worksheets with
answers?

Free printable subject-verb agreement worksheets with answers can be found on educational websites like
Education.com, Teachers Pay Teachers, and EnglishGrammar.org, as well as various teaching blogs and
resource portals.

How do answer keys help when using subject-verb agreement worksheets?

Answer keys provide immediate feedback, allowing learners to check their responses, understand mistakes, and
learn the correct rules, which enhances the learning process and reinforces grammar skills.



Additional Resources
1. Mastering Subject-Verb Agreement: Worksheets with Answers
This workbook offers a comprehensive collection of exercises designed to reinforce the rules of subject-verb
agreement. Each worksheet comes with detailed answers to facilitate self-assessment. Ideal for students and
educators, it helps build confidence in grammar through progressive difficulty levels.

2. Subject-Verb Agreement Practice: Exercises and Answer Key
Focused on practical application, this book provides numerous worksheets targeting common subject-verb
agreement challenges. The included answer key allows learners to check their work instantly. It’s perfect for
classroom use or individual study to strengthen grammar foundations.

3. Grammar Essentials: Subject-Verb Agreement Worksheets and Solutions
This title compiles clear explanations and varied exercises on subject-verb agreement rules. Answers are
provided to help learners understand mistakes and correct them effectively. The book is suitable for all ages
aiming to improve their grammatical accuracy.

4. Effective Grammar Drills: Subject-Verb Agreement with Answer Guide
Designed for thorough practice, this book presents drill-style worksheets that focus solely on subject-verb
agreement. Each section concludes with detailed answer explanations to enhance learning. It is an excellent
tool for both teachers and students preparing for exams.

5. Subject-Verb Agreement Made Easy: Practice Worksheets and Answers
With a user-friendly approach, this workbook simplifies complex subject-verb agreement rules through targeted
exercises. It provides answers to encourage independent learning and quick error correction. This book is great
for ESL learners and those needing extra grammar support.

6. The Complete Subject-Verb Agreement Workbook: Exercises Plus Answer Key
Covering all aspects of subject-verb agreement, this comprehensive workbook offers a wide range of exercises
from basic to advanced levels. An answer key is included for self-evaluation and progress tracking. It is well-
suited for classroom settings and self-study.

7. Quick Grammar Fix: Subject-Verb Agreement Worksheets with Answers
This concise book is designed for quick revision and targeted practice of subject-verb agreement rules. It
features straightforward worksheets accompanied by an answer section for immediate feedback. Perfect for
learners who want to boost their grammar skills efficiently.

8. Subject-Verb Agreement Success: Practice Worksheets and Answer Explanations
Aimed at achieving mastery, this book provides extensive practice exercises alongside clear answer
explanations. It breaks down complex grammar points into manageable parts, making learning easier and more
effective. Suitable for all levels, especially high school students.

9. Interactive Subject-Verb Agreement Workbook: Exercises and Answer Solutions
This interactive workbook engages learners with varied exercises that reinforce subject-verb agreement
concepts. Detailed answer solutions help clarify doubts and improve understanding. It is ideal for teachers
looking for ready-to-use materials and students seeking self-help resources.
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