
anybodys son will do summary
anybodys son will do summary provides an insightful overview of the play "Anybody’s
Son Will Do," highlighting its themes, plot, characters, and underlying messages. This
summary explores the narrative's focus on military training, conformity, and the
psychological transformation of young recruits. By examining the key events and central
conflicts within the story, the article elaborates on the author’s critique of rigid military
discipline and the impact it has on individuality. Additionally, the summary touches on the
play’s dramatic techniques and character development, offering a comprehensive
understanding suitable for students, educators, and literature enthusiasts. This detailed
analysis ensures a clear grasp of the play’s significance and its place within the genre of
military drama. Below is a structured outline of the main topics covered in this article.

Overview of "Anybody’s Son Will Do"

Plot Summary

Main Characters and Their Roles

Themes and Motifs

Literary Techniques and Style

Significance and Critical Reception

Overview of "Anybody’s Son Will Do"
"Anybody’s Son Will Do" is a dramatic play set against the backdrop of military training,
focusing on the transformation of an ordinary young man into a soldier. The narrative
delves into the psychological and emotional challenges faced by recruits as they undergo
intense physical and mental conditioning. The play critically examines the nature of
military indoctrination and questions the cost of conformity demanded by armed forces.
Through its compelling storyline and character arcs, "Anybody’s Son Will Do" offers a
poignant commentary on identity, discipline, and the loss of individuality within a
regimented system.

Plot Summary
The plot of "Anybody’s Son Will Do" centers on a young recruit named Bill, who enters
military training with hopes of serving his country but soon encounters the harsh realities
of army life. The story unfolds as Bill struggles to meet the strict demands imposed by his
sergeant, revealing the intense pressure to conform and suppress personal traits.
Throughout the play, Bill’s internal conflict between maintaining his individuality and
succumbing to the collective identity of a soldier is portrayed vividly. The narrative builds



up to a climax where Bill faces a critical decision that symbolizes the broader theme of
sacrifice and obedience within the military framework.

Introduction of the Protagonist
Bill represents the everyman, an ordinary young man with dreams and fears, making him
relatable to the audience. His transformation serves as a vehicle for exploring the broader
implications of military training on personal identity.

Conflict and Development
The tension between Bill and the sergeant exemplifies the clash between individuality and
institutional authority. This conflict drives the narrative forward and highlights the
psychological pressures inherent in military life.

Climax and Resolution
The climax occurs when Bill must choose between asserting his personal values or fully
embracing the soldier’s role, elucidating the play’s central message about conformity and
sacrifice.

Main Characters and Their Roles
The play features a concise yet powerful cast, each character embodying different facets
of military life and ideology. Understanding these characters is essential for grasping the
deeper meanings embedded in the story.

Bill: The protagonist whose journey from civilian to soldier anchors the narrative.

The Sergeant: The strict, authoritative figure representing military discipline and
conformity.

Fellow Recruits: They provide a backdrop of camaraderie, competition, and varying
responses to training.

Bill’s Characterization
Bill’s evolution is marked by his initial reluctance, gradual adaptation, and eventual
confrontation with the demands of military life. His internal struggles make him the
emotional core of the play.



The Sergeant’s Role
The sergeant functions as both mentor and antagonist, embodying the military’s
unyielding expectations. His interactions with Bill reveal the harsh realities of institutional
authority.

Supporting Characters
The fellow recruits add depth to the narrative, representing a spectrum of attitudes
toward the military experience, from enthusiastic acceptance to quiet resistance.

Themes and Motifs
"Anybody’s Son Will Do" explores several themes central to understanding the
implications of military service and human psychology under pressure. These themes
resonate throughout the plot and character dynamics.

Conformity vs. Individuality
A primary theme is the tension between societal or institutional demands and personal
identity. The play scrutinizes how military training seeks to mold individuals into uniform
soldiers, often at the expense of their uniqueness.

Discipline and Authority
The play examines the role of strict discipline as both necessary for military efficiency and
potentially dehumanizing. Authority figures symbolize control but also provoke resistance
and internal conflict in recruits.

Psychological Transformation
The narrative highlights the mental and emotional changes recruits undergo, emphasizing
the psychological cost of becoming a soldier and the mechanisms of coping with extreme
stress.

Patriotism and Sacrifice
The story raises questions about the nature of patriotism, the justification of sacrifice, and
the impact of these ideals on young individuals entering military service.



Literary Techniques and Style
The play employs various literary devices and dramatic techniques to convey its messages
effectively. These stylistic choices enhance the emotional impact and thematic depth of the
narrative.

Dialogue and Character Interaction
Sharp, concise dialogue reveals character traits and conflicts, often reflecting the
underlying tension between authority and rebellion.

Symbolism
Objects and actions within the play, such as military drills and uniforms, act as symbols of
conformity and loss of individuality.

Setting and Atmosphere
The confined and controlled environment of the training camp intensifies the sense of
pressure and restriction experienced by the characters.

Significance and Critical Reception
"Anybody’s Son Will Do" holds an important place in military drama for its honest
portrayal of the psychological complexities involved in soldier training. Critics have
praised the play for its nuanced characters and thought-provoking themes, which
challenge romanticized views of military life.

Impact on Military Drama Genre
The play contributes to the genre by focusing on the personal costs of military service
rather than solely on heroism or patriotism, offering a more balanced and critical
perspective.

Educational Importance
Frequently included in academic curricula, the play serves as a valuable resource for
discussions on authority, identity, and societal expectations.



Contemporary Relevance
The themes explored remain relevant today, as questions about military conformity,
personal freedom, and psychological resilience continue to resonate in modern contexts.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Anybody's Son Will Do'
summary?
The main theme of 'Anybody's Son Will Do' revolves around the psychological and
emotional challenges faced by soldiers during military training, highlighting the
transformation from civilian to soldier and the loss of individuality.

Who is the author of 'Anybody's Son Will Do'?
The author of 'Anybody's Son Will Do' is Elizabeth M. Norman, who provides a detailed
exploration of the experiences of Marines undergoing boot camp.

What is the significance of the title 'Anybody's Son Will
Do'?
The title 'Anybody's Son Will Do' signifies the military's approach to training recruits,
emphasizing that any young man, regardless of background, can be molded into a Marine
through rigorous training.

How does 'Anybody's Son Will Do' depict military
training?
The summary portrays military training as intense and demanding, designed to break
down individual identity and rebuild recruits into disciplined, obedient soldiers ready for
combat.

What psychological effects are discussed in 'Anybody's
Son Will Do'?
The summary discusses the psychological effects of training such as stress, fear, loss of
personal identity, and the internal conflict recruits face as they adapt to strict military
discipline.

Why is 'Anybody's Son Will Do' relevant today?
'Anybody's Son Will Do' remains relevant as it provides insight into the human cost of
military training and the transformation process, which continues to be a critical aspect of
preparing soldiers in modern armed forces.



Additional Resources
1. “Anybodys” by Leslie Burrs
This novel follows the story of Anybodys, a tomboyish girl who fights against gender
stereotypes to find her place in a world that expects girls to behave a certain way. The
book explores themes of identity, acceptance, and the courage to be oneself. It is a
powerful coming-of-age story that challenges traditional gender roles.

2. “The Outsiders” by S.E. Hinton
A classic coming-of-age novel about Ponyboy Curtis, a young boy caught between rival
gangs in a turbulent social environment. The story examines themes of class conflict,
loyalty, and the search for identity. Like “Anybodys,” it delves into the struggles of youth
trying to find their place in society.

3. “Speak” by Laurie Halse Anderson
This novel tells the story of Melinda, a high school freshman who becomes an outcast after
a traumatic event. It explores the challenges of speaking out and reclaiming one’s voice in
the face of adversity. The book highlights resilience and self-discovery, resonating with
themes in “Anybodys.”

4. “Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry” by Mildred D. Taylor
Set in the racially segregated South, this story follows Cassie Logan and her family as they
confront injustice and prejudice. It touches on themes of family strength, racial identity,
and standing up for what is right. The novel’s focus on courage and personal growth
parallels the journey in “Anybodys.”

5. “The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian” by Sherman Alexie
This semi-autobiographical novel centers on Junior, a Native American teenager who
transfers to an all-white high school. It discusses themes of identity, belonging, and
overcoming adversity with humor and heart. Like “Anybodys,” it portrays a young
protagonist challenging societal expectations.

6. “Brown Girl Dreaming” by Jacqueline Woodson
A memoir in verse that recounts Woodson’s childhood growing up as an African American
in the 1960s and 70s. It explores themes of family, identity, and finding one’s voice
through writing. The book’s emphasis on self-discovery and resilience aligns with the
themes in “Anybodys.”

7. “Stargirl” by Jerry Spinelli
This novel tells the story of Stargirl Caraway, an eccentric and nonconforming high school
student who challenges social norms. It explores individuality, peer pressure, and the
impact of kindness. The narrative’s focus on being true to oneself complements the themes
of “Anybodys.”

8. “Monster” by Walter Dean Myers
A gripping story told through a screenplay format and diary entries, it follows Steve
Harmon, a teenager on trial for murder. The book addresses themes of identity, justice,
and the complexity of human nature. It shares “Anybodys” exploration of a young person
navigating difficult social circumstances.

9. “Wonder” by R.J. Palacio



This heartwarming novel centers on Auggie Pullman, a boy with facial differences who
attends school for the first time. It emphasizes kindness, empathy, and acceptance. Like
“Anybodys,” it highlights the importance of understanding and embracing differences in
others.
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