
anne frank play script
anne frank play script serves as a powerful medium to bring the poignant story of Anne Frank to
life on stage. This script captures the essence of Anne’s experiences during World War II, as
documented in her famous diary, and translates them into a compelling theatrical performance. The
play script is essential for educators, theater directors, and performers aiming to convey themes of
hope, resilience, and the tragic realities of the Holocaust. It offers a detailed framework that guides
actors through Anne’s journey, emphasizing historical accuracy and emotional depth. This article
explores the various aspects of the anne frank play script, including its origins, structure, character
breakdowns, and its significance in educational and theatrical contexts.
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Overview of the Anne Frank Play Script
The anne frank play script is an adaptation of the diary of Anne Frank, a young Jewish girl who
documented her life in hiding during the Nazi occupation of the Netherlands. The script transforms her
personal writings into a dramatic narrative suitable for stage production. It is carefully crafted to
maintain the emotional integrity of Anne’s story while allowing for dynamic performance elements
such as dialogue, stage directions, and scene transitions. This play script is often used in schools and
community theaters to educate audiences about the Holocaust through a personal lens.

Origins of the Play Script
The most renowned anne frank play script was adapted by Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett,
based on the original diary published posthumously. Their adaptation premiered in 1955 and has
since become a cornerstone work in Holocaust drama. Many subsequent versions and adaptations
have been produced, each retaining the core narrative of Anne’s life in the Secret Annex while
incorporating unique directorial interpretations.



Purpose and Use
The script is designed not only for performance but also for educational purposes. It serves as a tool
to teach history, literature, and ethics by providing a human story behind historical events. By
engaging with the script, actors and audiences develop a deeper understanding of the impact of
discrimination, war, and the value of human rights.

Historical Context and Background
Understanding the historical background is crucial when working with the anne frank play script. The
play is set during World War II, specifically focusing on the years 1942–1944, when Anne Frank and
her family were in hiding from Nazi persecution. The script places the audience inside the Secret
Annex, a concealed space behind a bookcase in Amsterdam where Anne, her family, and others lived
in secrecy.

The Holocaust and Anne Frank’s Story
The Holocaust was the systematic genocide of six million Jews by the Nazi regime. Anne Frank’s diary,
and by extension the play script, provides a personal perspective on this atrocity. The script highlights
the daily struggles, fears, and hopes of the occupants of the Annex, making the historical events more
relatable and impactful.

The Diary as Source Material
The diary entries of Anne Frank serve as the primary source for the play script. The scriptwriters
adapted these entries into dialogues and scenes, preserving Anne’s voice and reflections. This
authentic source material ensures the play remains a faithful representation of Anne’s experiences
and thoughts.

Structure and Format of the Script
The anne frank play script is typically divided into acts and scenes that chronologically follow the
timeline of Anne’s time in hiding. The script includes detailed stage directions, character dialogues,
and descriptions of settings to aid in effective performance. The structure allows for a clear
progression of the narrative while facilitating emotional engagement.

Acts and Scenes
The play generally consists of two acts:

Act One: Introduces the characters and their situation as they go into hiding.

Act Two: Focuses on the interpersonal dynamics, external threats, and ultimate capture of the
occupants.



This structure supports pacing that builds tension and emotional resonance throughout the
production.

Dialogue and Monologues
The script balances dialogue between characters with monologues, often featuring Anne’s
introspective reflections. These monologues provide insight into her inner thoughts, dreams, and
fears, enriching the narrative and deepening audience connection.

Key Characters and Their Roles
The anne frank play script features a small but significant cast that represents the occupants of the
Secret Annex and those connected to them. Each character contributes to the unfolding drama and
thematic exploration.

Primary Characters

Anne Frank: The protagonist, a young Jewish girl whose diary chronicles her experiences in
hiding.

Otto Frank: Anne’s father and the head of the family, a source of strength and hope.

Edith Frank: Anne’s mother, who struggles with the confined conditions and family tensions.

Margot Frank: Anne’s older sister, often portrayed as quiet and reserved.

Other Occupants and Supporting Characters

Mr. Van Daan: A fellow occupant, known for his pragmatic and sometimes contentious nature.

Mrs. Van Daan: His wife, whose interactions reveal the stresses of hiding.

Peter Van Daan: Their teenage son, who develops a close relationship with Anne.

Mr. Dussel: The dentist who joins the group later, adding to the cramped conditions.

Themes and Messages Conveyed
The anne frank play script explores numerous powerful themes that resonate beyond its historical



setting. These themes contribute to its enduring educational and emotional impact.

Hope and Resilience
Despite the dire circumstances, the script emphasizes Anne’s unyielding hope and strength. Her
optimism and dreams of a better future are central to the narrative, inspiring audiences to reflect on
human perseverance.

Human Rights and Tolerance
The play underscores the consequences of prejudice, discrimination, and hatred. It serves as a
reminder of the importance of tolerance, human dignity, and the protection of fundamental rights.

The Impact of War
The script portrays the devastating effects of war on innocent civilians, especially children. It
personalizes the historical trauma by focusing on individual stories rather than abstract statistics.

Educational and Theatrical Significance
The anne frank play script holds significant value in both educational and theatrical realms. It is
widely used as a teaching tool and a dramatic work that fosters empathy and historical awareness.

Use in Education
Teachers often incorporate the play script into curricula to complement history and literature lessons.
It encourages critical thinking about ethical issues and helps students understand the human
dimension of historical events.

Theatrical Adaptations and Performances
The play has been staged globally in various formats, from school productions to professional
theaters. Its concise cast and intimate setting make it accessible for diverse performance groups,
while its emotional depth challenges actors to deliver sincere portrayals.

How to Access and Use the Script
Obtaining and utilizing the anne frank play script requires attention to copyright and performance
rights, as the play is protected intellectual property.



Sources and Licensing
The official script is available through authorized publishers and theatrical licensing agencies. These
sources provide scripts for educational use, public performances, and adaptations under specific
terms.

Tips for Directors and Educators

Familiarize thoroughly with the historical context to ensure accurate portrayal.

Encourage actors to study Anne Frank’s diary for deeper character understanding.

Use supplementary materials such as documentaries and survivor testimonies to enrich the
production.

Maintain sensitivity to the subject matter to honor the memory of the victims.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Anne Frank play script about?
The Anne Frank play script is based on the diary of Anne Frank, a Jewish girl hiding from the Nazis
during World War II. It portrays her life in the Secret Annex, highlighting themes of hope, fear, and the
human spirit.

Who wrote the original Anne Frank play script?
The original Anne Frank play script was adapted by Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett from Anne
Frank's diary.

Where can I find a copy of the Anne Frank play script?
Copies of the Anne Frank play script can be found through bookstores, libraries, or online retailers.
Some websites also offer digital versions for educational purposes.

Is the Anne Frank play script suitable for school
performances?
Yes, the Anne Frank play script is commonly used in schools for educational and theatrical
performances, although it deals with mature themes and may require sensitive handling.



Are there different versions of the Anne Frank play script?
Yes, there are several adaptations and versions of the Anne Frank play script, including authorized
versions and modern adaptations that may vary in length and style.

How long is a typical performance of the Anne Frank play?
A typical performance of the Anne Frank play runs approximately 90 minutes to two hours, depending
on the adaptation and production choices.

Can the Anne Frank play script be used for educational
discussions about the Holocaust?
Absolutely. The Anne Frank play script serves as a powerful educational tool to discuss the Holocaust,
human rights, and the impact of war on individuals and families.

Are there any restrictions on performing the Anne Frank play
script?
Performing the Anne Frank play script often requires obtaining performance rights from the rights
holders or licensing agencies, especially for public or commercial productions.

Additional Resources
1. The Diary of Anne Frank: The Play
This is the original script adapted by Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett from Anne Frank’s famous
diary. The play captures the emotional intensity and the day-to-day struggles of Anne and her family
hiding during the Nazi occupation. It’s a powerful portrayal of hope, fear, and the resilience of the
human spirit.

2. Anne Frank: The Biography by Melissa Müller
This biography offers a comprehensive look at Anne Frank’s life beyond her diary, providing historical
context and insights into her personality and family. Müller’s research helps readers understand the
circumstances surrounding Anne’s story and the impact of the Holocaust. It’s an essential companion
for anyone interested in the real person behind the play.

3. Anne Frank: The Anne Frank House Authorized Graphic Biography by Sid Jacobson and Ernie Colón
This graphic novel adaptation presents Anne Frank’s story in a visually engaging format, making it
accessible to younger readers and those who prefer illustrated narratives. It complements the play
script by bringing key moments to life through art. The book also includes historical background and
excerpts from the diary.

4. Anne Frank Remembered: The Story of the Woman Who Helped to Hide the Frank Family by Miep
Gies and Alison Leslie Gold
Written by Miep Gies, one of the helpers who sheltered Anne and her family, this memoir provides a
unique perspective on the events depicted in the play. It details the risks taken by those who aided
the hidden families and sheds light on the aftermath of the Frank family’s arrest. The book enriches
the understanding of the play’s context.



5. Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl – Adapted Script by Wendy Kesselman
This is a modern theatrical adaptation of Anne Frank’s diary, offering a fresh interpretation of her
story for contemporary audiences. Kesselman’s version emphasizes Anne’s voice and her aspirations,
making the play relevant to today’s social and cultural conversations. It’s a valuable resource for
educators and theater groups.

6. Anne Frank and the Children of the Holocaust by Carol Ann Lee
This book explores Anne Frank’s story alongside those of other children who experienced the
Holocaust, providing a broader context for the themes in the play. Lee combines personal narratives
and historical research to highlight the experiences of young victims during this dark period. It offers
a deeper understanding of the play’s emotional and historical layers.

7. The Hidden Life of Anne Frank by Susan Goldman Rubin
This book delves into the lesser-known aspects of Anne Frank’s life, including her thoughts on
identity, faith, and her hopes for the future. Rubin’s narrative complements the play by offering
additional insights into Anne’s character and the environment in which she lived. It’s an engaging
read for those wanting to explore beyond the diary.

8. Anne Frank’s Tales from the Secret Annex by Anne Frank, adapted by Wendy Kesselman
This collection features dramatized scenes and stories from Anne Frank’s diary entries and other
writings, adapted for stage performance. It allows readers and audiences to experience the intimate
moments of Anne’s life in hiding. The book is useful for actors and directors looking to deepen their
connection to the material.

9. Anne Frank: The Play and the Film by Wendy Kesselman
This book includes both the play script and a screenplay adaptation, offering a comprehensive look at
how Anne Frank’s story has been translated to different media. It provides insight into the challenges
and creative choices involved in adapting the diary for stage and screen. Readers interested in
dramatic arts will find this resource valuable.
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