analysis of second coming

analysis of second coming explores the profound themes and symbolism embedded
in W.B. Yeats’s iconic poem "The Second Coming." This literary work, written
in the aftermath of World War I, reflects the turbulence and uncertainty of
the era, delving into ideas of chaos, transformation, and prophecy. The
poem’s rich imagery and prophetic tone have sparked extensive interpretations
in literary criticism, religious studies, and cultural discourse. This
article provides a comprehensive examination of the poem’s historical
context, thematic elements, stylistic features, and its enduring impact on
modern literature. Furthermore, the discussion includes an exploration of
Yeats’'s use of symbolism, his views on cyclical history, and the poem’s
relevance to contemporary societal anxieties. The following sections offer a
detailed breakdown to guide readers through a nuanced understanding of "The
Second Coming."

e Historical Context of "The Second Coming"
e Thematic Exploration in the Poem

e Symbolism and Imagery

e Stylistic and Structural Analysis

e Critical Interpretations and Legacy

Historical Context of "The Second Coming"

Understanding the historical backdrop is essential for a thorough analysis of
second coming as presented in Yeats's poem. Composed in 1919, shortly after
the devastation of World War I and during the Irish War of Independence, the
poem captures the disillusionment and chaos that pervaded the early 20th
century. Yeats wrote during a period marked by immense social upheaval,
political instability, and a widespread sense of disorientation about the
future of civilization. These events influenced the poem’s apocalyptic tone
and its reflection on the collapse of traditional order.

Impact of World War I and Irish Turmoil

The aftermath of World War I saw nations grappling with unprecedented
destruction and loss, which deeply affected Yeats’s worldview. Additionally,
the Irish struggle for independence added layers of political tension that
permeate the poem’s mood. The sense of an ending era and the birth of a new,
uncertain epoch is central to the poem’s message.



Yeats’s Philosophical Influences

Yeats’'s engagement with mysticism, theosophy, and his own system of cyclical
history called the "Gyres" shaped the poem’s prophetic vision. His belief in
historical cycles—where periods of order give way to chaos and then
renewal—frames the poem’s apocalyptic imagery and anticipation of a
transformative event.

Thematic Exploration in the Poem

The analysis of second coming reveals multiple interconnected themes that
contribute to the poem’s depth and complexity. Among the most prominent are
the breakdown of social order, the emergence of a new age, and the interplay
between destruction and creation. These themes reflect Yeats's meditation on
history’s cyclical nature and the inevitability of change.

Chaos and Disorder

The poem opens with vivid descriptions of a world unraveling, where "things

fall apart” and "the centre cannot hold." This imagery conveys the pervasive
instability and the collapse of established moral and political structures.

Yeats captures a moment of profound disintegration, emblematic of the wider

crisis facing humanity.

The Birth of a New Era

The poem’s titular "Second Coming" suggests an impending epochal shift.
However, unlike traditional Christian expectations of a messianic return,
Yeats'’s vision is ambiguous and foreboding. The new age is represented by a
"rough beast" slouching toward Bethlehem, signaling a transformation that may
be violent or unsettling rather than redemptive.

Duality of Destruction and Renewal

The theme of destruction intertwined with renewal is central to the poem’s
prophetic tone. Yeats implies that the collapse of old orders is necessary
for the emergence of new realities, reflecting his cyclical theory of history
where endings give rise to beginnings.

Symbolism and Imagery

Symbolism plays a crucial role in the analysis of second coming, as Yeats
employs powerful and evocative images to communicate complex ideas. The
poem’s dense symbolism contributes to its enduring mystique and interpretive



richness.

The Gyres and Cycles of History

Yeats’'s concept of gyres—intersecting cones representing cycles of
civilization—influences the poem’s structure and message. The widening gyre
symbolizes increasing chaos and the breakdown of order, setting the stage for
transformation.

The "Rough Beast" and Apocalyptic Vision

One of the poem’s most striking symbols is the "rough beast," a creature
moving slowly toward Bethlehem to be born. This image subverts traditional
Christian symbolism, instead suggesting a dark and ambiguous force heralding
an uncertain future. Interpretations vary, with some viewing it as a symbol
of evil, others as a representation of inevitable change.

Imagery of Darkness and Light

Yeats contrasts darkness and light to underscore themes of uncertainty and
revelation. The falcon that cannot hear the falconer and the falcon’s
widening gyre evoke a loss of control and communication, while the "twenty
centuries of stony sleep" alludes to a prolonged period of dormancy before
awakening.

Stylistic and Structural Analysis

Examining the poem’s style and structure enhances the understanding of its
thematic and symbolic complexity. Yeats’s deliberate choices in form, tone,
and language contribute to the poem’s powerful effect and its status as a
modernist masterpiece.

Form and Meter

“The Second Coming" is composed in free verse with irregular rhyme and meter,
reflecting the poem’s themes of disorder and unpredictability. The lack of
strict formal constraints mirrors the breakdown of traditional structures
both within the poem and in the historical moment it addresses.

Tone and Mood

The tone is apocalyptic and foreboding, marked by a sense of inevitability
and dread. Yeats’'s use of stark, evocative language creates a mood of tension



and anticipation, reinforcing the poem’s prophetic urgency.

Language and Diction

Yeats’s diction is precise and symbolic, employing archaic and mythic
references that imbue the poem with a timeless quality. The repetition of
phrases like "Things fall apart" and "The centre cannot hold" emphasizes the
core themes and lends a rhythmic cohesion to the work.

Critical Interpretations and Legacy

The analysis of second coming extends beyond its immediate literary context,
influencing a wide range of critical interpretations and cultural references.
Scholars, theologians, and artists have engaged with the poem’s themes to
explore issues of apocalypse, history, and human destiny.

Literary Criticism

Critics have examined the poem through various lenses, including historical,
psychoanalytic, and mythological approaches. The poem’s ambiguity invites
diverse interpretations, from viewing it as a commentary on modernity’s
crises to a metaphysical reflection on fate and time.

Religious and Philosophical Perspectives

While the poem references Christian imagery, its message diverges from
orthodox theology, prompting philosophical discussions about the nature of
prophecy, evil, and historical cycles. Yeats’'s unique synthesis of mysticism
and modernist thought challenges conventional interpretations of the "Second
Coming."

Cultural Influence and Contemporary Relevance

"The Second Coming" continues to resonate in modern culture, often cited in
discussions of political upheaval, environmental crisis, and social
transformation. Its powerful imagery and themes have been adapted and
referenced in literature, film, and popular discourse, underscoring its
enduring significance.

e Reflection of historical and social turmoil

e Exploration of cyclical history and prophecy



e Use of potent and ambiguous symbolism
e ITnnovative stylistic and structural elements

e Broad critical engagement and cultural impact

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of the poem 'The Second
Coming' by W.B. Yeats?

The central theme of 'The Second Coming' is the chaos and disintegration of
the modern world, symbolized by the falcon flying out of the falconer's
reach, and the impending arrival of a new, ominous era marked by the birth of
a monstrous creature, reflecting Yeats' vision of societal upheaval and
spiritual crisis.

How does Yeats use symbolism in 'The Second Coming'
to convey his message?

Yeats employs powerful symbols such as the falcon, the widening gyre, and the
rough beast to illustrate the breakdown of order and the cyclical nature of
history. The falcon's loss of control signifies the loss of societal order,
while the rough beast symbolizes an uncertain and threatening new epoch about
to begin.

What is the significance of the phrase 'Things fall
apart; the centre cannot hold' in the poem?

This phrase encapsulates the poem's theme of disintegration and chaos. It
suggests that the foundational structures of society, morality, and order are
collapsing, leading to a world in turmoil where old certainties no longer
hold, paving the way for profound change or destruction.

How does 'The Second Coming' reflect Yeats'
historical context and personal beliefs?

Written in 1919, after World War I and during the Irish War of Independence,
the poem reflects Yeats' perception of a world in crisis and transition.
Influenced by his interest in mysticism and history, Yeats believed in
cyclical patterns of history, and the poem expresses his fear of an impending
dark age following the collapse of the current order.



What literary devices are prominent in 'The Second
Coming' and how do they enhance the poem?

Yeats uses vivid imagery, symbolism, alliteration, and metaphor throughout
'The Second Coming.' The apocalyptic imagery creates a sense of dread and
foreboding, while the metaphor of the gyre conveys cyclical historical
change. These devices deepen the poem's impact and help communicate its
themes of chaos, transformation, and uncertainty.

Additional Resources

1. The Second Coming: A Critical Analysis of Apocalyptic Prophecy

This book explores various interpretations of the Second Coming across
different religious traditions. It delves into biblical prophecies and their
historical context, offering a scholarly perspective on eschatological
themes. The author examines how these prophecies have influenced cultural and
theological thought throughout centuries.

2. Understanding the Second Coming: Theology and Modern Perspectives
Focusing on contemporary theological debates, this book analyzes how modern
Christian denominations understand the Second Coming. It discusses the
relevance of the event in today's world and how it shapes ethical and
spiritual outlooks. The author also addresses skepticism and alternative
viewpoints within modern theology.

3. The Second Coming in Literature and Art

This volume surveys the portrayal of the Second Coming in various literary
and artistic works. From classical literature to modern media, it highlights
how the theme has inspired creative expression. The book also considers
symbolic and metaphorical uses of the Second Coming motif in cultural
narratives.

4. Apocalypse Now? The Second Coming and Global Crisis

Examining the intersection between eschatology and current global issues,
this book discusses how the idea of the Second Coming resonates in times of
crisis. It analyzes political, environmental, and social upheavals through
the lens of apocalyptic expectation. The author provides insight into the
psychological and sociological impacts of these beliefs.

5. The Second Coming and the End Times: Historical Perspectives

Offering a historical overview, this book traces the development of Second
Coming doctrines from early Christianity to modern times. It highlights key
figures and movements that shaped eschatological thought. The narrative
provides context for understanding how interpretations have evolved across
different eras.

6. Prophecy and Promise: The Second Coming in Biblical Texts
This scholarly work focuses on scriptural bases for the Second Coming,
analyzing key passages from the 0ld and New Testaments. It explores



theological themes such as judgment, redemption, and hope. The author engages
with various hermeneutical approaches to deepen understanding of biblical
prophecy.

7. The Second Coming Debate: Faith, Doubt, and Interpretation

Addressing divergent views within Christianity, this book examines debates
about the nature and timing of the Second Coming. It includes perspectives
from literalists, metaphorical interpreters, and skeptics. The work
encourages readers to consider the implications of these differing stances
for faith communities.

8. Messianic Expectations and the Second Coming

This book explores the concept of the Messiah in relation to the Second
Coming across Jewish and Christian traditions. It discusses how messianic
hopes have shaped religious identity and eschatological thought. The author
also compares the Second Coming with other messianic beliefs worldwide.

9. The Cultural Impact of the Second Coming

Investigating how the idea of the Second Coming has influenced popular
culture, this book surveys its presence in film, music, and public discourse.
It considers how eschatological themes are adapted and transformed in secular
contexts. The author reflects on the enduring fascination with the concept
across societies.
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