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why government hobbes and locke answer key explores the foundational ideas behind
government as theorized by Thomas Hobbes and John Locke, two of the most influential political
philosophers in Western history. This article delves into their contrasting views on the nature of
government, the social contract, and the role of authority, which continue to shape modern political
thought. Understanding why government Hobbes and Locke answer key is crucial for students and
scholars attempting to grasp the origins of political legitimacy and individual rights. The discussion
covers Hobbes' vision of a strong, centralized authority needed to avoid chaos and Locke's emphasis
on natural rights and government by consent. By analyzing their answers to questions about power,
sovereignty, and human nature, readers gain a comprehensive understanding of early political
philosophy. This article also provides detailed explanations, comparisons, and critical insights to
serve as a reliable answer key for academic purposes. The following sections outline the core ideas
and implications of Hobbes and Locke’s theories.

e Thomas Hobbes’ View of Government
¢ John Locke’s Perspective on Government
e Comparison of Hobbes and Locke on the Social Contract

e The Role of Sovereignty and Authority

e Impact on Modern Political Thought

Thomas Hobbes’ View of Government

State of Nature According to Hobbes

Thomas Hobbes, in his seminal work Leviathan, presents a bleak view of the state of nature, where
life without government is “solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short.” According to Hobbes, humans
in their natural condition are driven by self-interest and fear, leading to a perpetual state of conflict.
This anarchic situation compels individuals to seek peace and security through the establishment of
a powerful sovereign authority.

The Social Contract Theory in Hobbes’ Philosophy

Hobbes’ social contract is an agreement among individuals to surrender their personal freedoms to
an absolute ruler or government. This contract ensures peace and order by granting the sovereign
unchecked power to enforce laws. The key reason for this contract is to avoid the chaos of the



natural state. Hobbes argues that only a strong, centralized government can prevent the return to
disorder.

Characteristics of Hobbesian Government

The government Hobbes advocates is characterized by:

¢ Absolute sovereignty vested in a monarch or assembly.
« Indivisible and unlimited authority to maintain peace.
e Suppression of dissent to avoid civil war.

e Priority on security over individual freedoms.

Hobbes’ answer key to the question of why government is necessary centers on the need to control
human nature’s darker impulses and guarantee societal stability.

John Locke’s Perspective on Government

State of Nature in Locke’s Philosophy

Contrasting Hobbes, John Locke views the state of nature more optimistically. Locke believes that
individuals possess natural rights to life, liberty, and property even without government. The state of
nature is generally peaceful and governed by natural law, but the absence of an impartial authority
leads to inconveniences and conflicts over rights enforcement.

The Social Contract and Consent in Locke’s Theory

Locke’s social contract involves individuals consenting to form a government that protects their
natural rights. Unlike Hobbes, Locke emphasizes limited government with powers derived from the
consent of the governed. The contract is conditional; if the government violates natural rights,
citizens retain the right to revolt and establish a new authority.

Fundamental Principles of Locke’s Government

Locke’s government is founded on:

e Protection of natural rights: life, liberty, and property.

e Separation of powers to prevent tyranny.



e Rule of law that applies equally to all.

e Government by the consent of the governed.

Locke’s answer key to why government exists highlights its role as a protector of individual
freedoms rather than an absolute power holder.

Comparison of Hobbes and Locke on the Social
Contract

Similarities in Their Social Contract Theories

Both Hobbes and Locke agree that the social contract is the foundation for legitimate government.
They recognize the necessity of individuals coming together to form a political society to escape the
state of nature’s deficiencies. Each philosopher views the contract as a voluntary act that creates
political authority.

Key Differences in Their Approaches

Despite similarities, their answers diverge significantly:

e Nature of the state of nature: Hobbes sees it as violent and chaotic; Locke views it as
generally peaceful but inconvenient.

¢ Extent of government power: Hobbes advocates absolute sovereignty; Locke supports
limited government with checks and balances.

e Right of rebellion: Hobbes denies it once the contract is made; Locke affirms it if
government fails its duties.

» Focus on rights: Hobbes prioritizes security; Locke emphasizes natural rights protection.

Understanding these contrasts is essential for answering why government Hobbes and Locke answer
key questions effectively.

The Role of Sovereignty and Authority

Hobbes’ Concept of Sovereignty

Hobbes posits that sovereignty must be absolute and indivisible to prevent civil unrest. The



sovereign’s power includes making laws, judging disputes, and enforcing obedience. This authority
is justified by the collective agreement of individuals seeking peace. Without such power, Hobbes
argues, society would disintegrate into chaos.

Locke’s View on Authority and Government Limits

Locke asserts that governmental authority is limited and conditional. Sovereignty lies with the
people, who delegate power to rulers to protect their rights. If rulers breach this trust, citizens can
withdraw consent. Locke’s framework supports constitutionalism and the establishment of legal
boundaries to prevent abuse of power.

Implications for Modern Governance
The distinctions between Hobbes and Locke’s ideas on sovereignty and authority have profound
implications:

1. Hobbes’ model underpins the justification for strong centralized states and absolute monarchy.

2. Locke’s principles inspire democratic government, constitutionalism, and human rights
frameworks.

3. The balance between security and liberty continues to be a central debate in political theory.

Impact on Modern Political Thought

Legacy of Hobbes’ Political Philosophy

Hobbes’ emphasis on order and security laid the groundwork for modern theories of state
sovereignty and legal positivism. His ideas validate the need for a government that can command
obedience to maintain societal stability. Many contemporary arguments for strong governmental
intervention reflect Hobbesian concerns about human nature and disorder.

Influence of Locke on Liberal Democracy

Locke’s philosophy is foundational to liberal political thought, emphasizing individual rights and
government accountability. His social contract theory inspired the development of constitutional
democracies, the separation of powers, and the protection of civil liberties. Locke’s answer key to
why government exists resonates in contemporary discussions about government legitimacy and
citizen rights.



Educational Importance of the Hobbes and Locke Answer Key

For students and educators, the why government Hobbes and Locke answer key provides a crucial
framework for understanding political authority’s origins and functions. It facilitates comprehension
of government’s purpose, the justification of power, and the protection of individual freedoms in
various political systems. Mastery of these concepts is essential for critical engagement with
political science and history curricula.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main differences between Hobbes' and Locke's
views on government?

Hobbes believed in a strong, absolute sovereign to prevent chaos and maintain order, viewing
humans as naturally selfish and brutish. Locke argued for a government with limited power that
protects natural rights like life, liberty, and property, emphasizing consent of the governed.

How does Hobbes justify the need for an absolute
government?

Hobbes justifies absolute government through his view of the state of nature as a ‘'war of all against
all,' where life is 'solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short.' To escape this, people enter a social
contract, surrendering all rights to a sovereign who ensures peace and security.

What key rights does Locke believe governments must
protect?

Locke believes governments must protect natural rights, specifically life, liberty, and property. He
argues that the primary role of government is to secure these rights for its citizens.

According to Locke, what happens if a government fails to
protect natural rights?

Locke argues that if a government fails to protect natural rights or acts against the interests of the
people, citizens have the right to overthrow or replace that government.

How do Hobbes and Locke view the social contract differently?

Hobbes sees the social contract as an agreement to submit completely to an absolute sovereign to
avoid chaos, whereas Locke views it as a mutual contract where government power is limited and
conditional upon protecting natural rights.

Why is Hobbes considered a proponent of absolutism?

Hobbes is considered a proponent of absolutism because he believed that only an absolute sovereign



could maintain peace and prevent the return to the violent state of nature.

How did Locke’s ideas influence modern democratic
governments?

Locke’s ideas on natural rights, government by consent, and the right to rebellion influenced the
development of constitutional democracy, inspiring documents like the United States Declaration of
Independence and the Constitution.

What role does consent play in Locke’s theory of government?

Consent is fundamental in Locke’s theory; legitimate government authority arises from the consent
of the governed, meaning people agree to be ruled in exchange for protection of their natural rights.

Additional Resources

1. Understanding Hobbes and Locke: Foundations of Government

This book delves into the political philosophies of Thomas Hobbes and John Locke, exploring their
differing views on the state of nature and the social contract. It explains how Hobbes' vision of a
powerful sovereign contrasts with Locke's emphasis on natural rights and limited government. The
text provides comprehensive answers and explanations, making it an essential resource for students
studying political theory.

2. The Social Contract Theories of Hobbes and Locke: An Answer Key

Focused on clarifying key concepts and questions about Hobbes and Locke's social contract theories,
this book serves as an answer key for educators and learners alike. It breaks down complex ideas
into accessible explanations, highlighting the reasons behind each philosopher’s stance on
government authority and individual liberty. Ideal for classroom use, it supports deeper
understanding and critical thinking.

3. Why Government? Hobbes and Locke Explained

This title offers a comparative analysis of Hobbes and Locke’s reasons for advocating government
formation. It discusses Hobbes’ belief in the necessity of a strong, absolute ruler to prevent chaos,
versus Locke’s argument for government as a protector of natural rights. The book includes detailed
answer keys to common study questions, aiding readers in grasping foundational political concepts.

4. Hobbes vs. Locke: Answer Key to Political Philosophy

Providing clear answers to essential questions, this book contrasts Hobbes’ and Locke’s perspectives
on human nature and political obligation. It highlights how their theories address the justification
and purpose of government. With well-organized explanations, it is designed to support students
preparing for exams or writing papers on early modern political thought.

5. Theories of Government: Hobbes and Locke Answer Guide

This guidebook offers thorough explanations of Hobbes and Locke’s theories on government
structure and legitimacy. It answers common queries on why these philosophers believed
governments are necessary and what form they should take. The book is a helpful tool for anyone
looking to understand or teach the basics of social contract theory.

6. Political Philosophy Simplified: Hobbes and Locke Answer Key



Aimed at simplifying complex philosophical ideas, this book provides straightforward answers
regarding Hobbes’ and Locke’s views on authority and governance. It explains the rationale behind
Hobbes’ advocacy for an absolute sovereign and Locke’s support for government with consent. The
answer key format makes it perfect for students needing clear and concise study aids.

7. Government and the Social Contract: Hobbes and Locke Explored

This book explores the concept of the social contract through the contrasting lenses of Hobbes and
Locke. It explains why each philosopher believed government was essential and how their ideas
shape modern political systems. The included answer key assists readers in understanding and
responding to fundamental questions about political authority.

8. Hobbes and Locke on Government: A Study Companion with Answers

Designed as a companion for students, this book breaks down Hobbes’ and Locke’s theories on the

origin and purpose of government. It provides answers to common study questions, helping readers
differentiate between the thinkers’ approaches to sovereignty, rights, and the role of the state. The
companion is useful for reinforcing knowledge and exam preparation.

9. The Essentials of Hobbes and Locke: Government and Authority Answer Key

This concise resource focuses on the essential elements of Hobbes’ and Locke’s political philosophy
regarding government and authority. It offers clear answers to typical questions about why
governments exist and how they should function according to these philosophers. The book is ideal
for students seeking a focused review and understanding of key political ideas.
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