
what we do in the shadows the guide

what we do in the shadows the guide offers an in-depth exploration of the
popular supernatural comedy series that has captivated audiences with its
unique blend of humor, horror, and vampire lore. This guide covers everything
from the show's origin and characters to its thematic elements and cultural
impact. Whether you are a new viewer or a long-time fan, understanding the
intricacies of "What We Do in the Shadows" enhances the viewing experience.
The article delves into the narrative style, character development, and the
show's place within the vampire genre. Additionally, it provides insights
into the humor style, production background, and critical reception. This
comprehensive overview ensures a thorough grasp of what makes "What We Do in
the Shadows" a standout series in modern television.

Overview of What We Do in the Shadows

Main Characters and Their Roles

Thematic Elements and Genre Fusion

Production and Creative Team

Humor Style and Narrative Techniques

Cultural Impact and Reception

Overview of What We Do in the Shadows

"What We Do in the Shadows" is a television series adapted from the 2014 New
Zealand mockumentary film of the same name. It centers on a group of vampire
roommates navigating the modern world while dealing with supernatural
challenges and mundane life issues. The show blends horror elements with
comedy, creating a unique mockumentary style that offers a satirical
perspective on vampire mythology. Set primarily in Staten Island, New York,
the series explores both the absurd and relatable aspects of immortal life.
It has gained a dedicated fanbase thanks to its witty dialogue, engaging
characters, and innovative storytelling. The series effectively combines
classic vampire tropes with contemporary humor, making it a significant work
in the supernatural genre.

Main Characters and Their Roles

The success of "What We Do in the Shadows" heavily relies on its well-crafted
characters, each bringing distinct personality traits and background stories.
Understanding these characters is crucial to appreciating the show's dynamics
and humor.

Nandor the Relentless

Nandor is the self-proclaimed leader of the vampire household. Originating



from the Ottoman Empire, he is characterized by his old-fashioned views and
desire for power and respect. Despite his intimidating title, Nandor often
displays vulnerability and naivety, contributing to the show's comedic tone.

Laszlo Cravensworth

Laszlo, a British nobleman vampire, is known for his eccentric and hedonistic
lifestyle. His flamboyant personality and mischievous behavior add depth to
the group dynamic. Laszlo's background as a former human aristocrat is
frequently referenced, highlighting contrasts between his past and present
existence.

Nadja

Nadja is a strong-willed and passionate vampire originally from Eastern
Europe. She brings a fierce and sometimes chaotic energy to the series. Her
romantic entanglements and historical anecdotes enrich the narrative,
providing both humor and drama.

Guillermo de la Cruz

Guillermo serves as the human familiar to the vampires, aspiring to become a
vampire himself. His loyalty and resourcefulness are pivotal to the
storyline, and his interactions with the vampire roommates often reveal human
perspectives on immortality and supernatural life.

Colin Robinson

Unique among the group, Colin Robinson is an energy vampire who drains
people's energy through boredom and frustration. His mundane job and
personality contrast with the other vampires’ supernatural traits, adding a
distinct comedic element.

Thematic Elements and Genre Fusion

"What We Do in the Shadows" stands out for its innovative fusion of themes
and genres. The series expertly combines horror with comedy, mockumentary
style with supernatural storytelling, and folklore with modern-day scenarios.

Horror and Supernatural Elements

The show embraces traditional vampire mythology, including immortality,
blood-drinking, and nocturnal lifestyles, while also introducing novel
twists. It explores vampire vulnerabilities, such as sunlight and garlic,
alongside supernatural politics and hierarchies. These elements maintain a
horror foundation that is both respectful and self-aware.



Comedy and Satire

Humor is central to the series, often derived from the vampires’
incompetence, cultural clashes, and absurd situations. The mockumentary
format allows characters to break the fourth wall, offering candid and
humorous insights. Satirical commentary on modern life, bureaucracy, and
social norms is woven throughout, making the show both entertaining and
thought-provoking.

Mockumentary Style

The documentary-style filming creates an intimate and immersive experience,
allowing viewers to observe characters’ private moments and candid
confessions. This format enhances comedic timing and character development,
distinguishing the series from traditional sitcoms and horror dramas.

Production and Creative Team

The creative vision behind "What We Do in the Shadows" is a significant
factor in its acclaim and popularity. The production combines talented
writers, directors, and actors who contribute to the series’ distinctive tone
and quality.

Creators and Writers

The series was developed by Jemaine Clement and Taika Waititi, who also co-
directed the original film. Their background in comedy and filmmaking brings
a unique voice to the show, blending sharp wit with cinematic craftsmanship.
The writing team includes experienced comedy writers who maintain consistent
humor and narrative depth throughout the series.

Cast Performances

The ensemble cast delivers compelling performances that balance comedic
timing with character authenticity. Their chemistry and improvisational
skills enhance the mockumentary feel and contribute to memorable moments.
Each actor’s portrayal enriches the storyline and supports the show’s
thematic goals.

Production Design and Effects

Attention to detail is evident in the set designs, costumes, and special
effects used to create an immersive vampire world. Practical effects combined
with subtle CGI bring supernatural elements to life while preserving the
show’s grounded and quirky aesthetic.

Humor Style and Narrative Techniques

The humor in "What We Do in the Shadows" is multifaceted, appealing to a wide



audience through clever writing, character-driven comedy, and situational
absurdity.

Character-Driven Comedy

Much of the humor arises from the distinct personalities and interactions of
the vampire roommates and their human familiar. The contrast between their
supernatural identities and everyday challenges leads to humorous
misunderstandings and conflicts.

Deadpan and Dry Wit

The series frequently employs deadpan delivery and dry humor, enhancing the
absurdity of situations without overt exaggeration. This style aligns with
the mockumentary approach, lending authenticity to the comedic moments.

Situational and Absurdist Humor

Situations such as navigating bureaucracy, dealing with modern technology, or
confronting rival supernatural beings are portrayed with a blend of absurdity
and relatability. These scenarios highlight the incongruity between ancient
vampires and contemporary life.

Use of Mockumentary Techniques

Direct-to-camera interviews, confessionals, and candid moments allow
characters to express thoughts and emotions humorously. This narrative
technique fosters audience engagement and deepens character development.

Cultural Impact and Reception

"What We Do in the Shadows" has made a significant mark on popular culture
and the television landscape, inspiring discussions about genre blending and
representation of supernatural themes.

Critical Acclaim

The series has received widespread praise for its originality, writing, and
performances. Critics often highlight its successful balance of horror and
comedy, as well as its fresh take on vampire lore. Awards and nominations
reflect its industry recognition.

Fanbase and Popularity

The show has cultivated a dedicated fan community, engaging audiences through
social media, fan art, and conventions. Its relatable characters and quotable
dialogue contribute to its enduring popularity.



Influence on Genre and Media

"What We Do in the Shadows" has influenced other supernatural and comedy
series by demonstrating the viability of genre mashups. It has opened avenues
for similar shows that combine horror elements with humor and documentary-
style storytelling.

Merchandising and Expanded Media

Beyond the television series, the franchise has expanded into merchandise,
podcasts, and potential spin-offs. These efforts further solidify its
cultural presence and offer fans additional avenues to engage with the
content.

Unique blend of horror and comedy

Memorable and diverse characters

Innovative mockumentary narrative

Critical and commercial success

Ongoing influence in popular culture

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'What We Do in the Shadows: The Guide' about?

'What We Do in the Shadows: The Guide' is a comprehensive companion book that
explores the lore, characters, and humor of the popular TV series and film
franchise, providing fans with in-depth insights and behind-the-scenes
information.

Who are the main characters featured in 'What We Do
in the Shadows: The Guide'?

The guide highlights the main vampire characters such as Nandor, Laszlo,
Nadja, Colin Robinson, and Guillermo, detailing their backgrounds,
personalities, and unique traits as depicted in the series.

Does 'What We Do in the Shadows: The Guide' include
exclusive content?

Yes, the guide includes exclusive content like interviews with the cast and
creators, unseen photos, episode breakdowns, and additional lore that
enriches the 'What We Do in the Shadows' universe.



Is 'What We Do in the Shadows: The Guide' suitable
for new viewers?

While the guide is designed for fans, it can also serve as a fun introduction
for new viewers by providing context about the show's premise, characters,
and vampire mythology.

Where can I purchase 'What We Do in the Shadows: The
Guide'?

'What We Do in the Shadows: The Guide' is available for purchase through
major retailers such as Amazon, Barnes & Noble, and other bookstores, both in
physical and digital formats.

Additional Resources
1. What We Do in the Shadows: The Official Guide
This comprehensive guide dives into the hilarious world of the cult TV series
and film "What We Do in the Shadows." It offers fans an inside look at the
characters, behind-the-scenes stories, and the unique vampire mythology that
the show explores. Filled with character bios, episode summaries, and
exclusive artwork, it’s a must-have for any fan of the series.

2. Vampires: A Modern Guide to the Undead
This book explores vampire lore in a contemporary context, blending
traditional myths with modern cultural interpretations. It examines how
vampires have been portrayed in media, including shows like "What We Do in
the Shadows." The guide also provides humorous insights into vampire habits,
weaknesses, and their place in pop culture.

3. The Art of Horror Comedy: From Shadows to Laughter
Delve into the unique genre of horror comedy, where scares meet laughs. This
book analyzes how series like "What We Do in the Shadows" balance horror
elements with comedic timing to create a distinctive tone. Included are
interviews with creators and a breakdown of key scenes that highlight the
genre’s effectiveness.

4. Mockumentary Magic: The Rise of the Faux Documentary
Explore the history and impact of the mockumentary style, a format that "What
We Do in the Shadows" popularized in the vampire comedy niche. This book
covers the evolution of mockumentaries, discussing their storytelling
techniques and their role in blending reality with fiction. It also
highlights notable examples across film and television.

5. Night Creatures: A Cultural History of Vampires
This detailed history traces the origins of vampire legends from ancient
myths to modern media. The book contextualizes how vampire stories have
evolved over centuries and why they continue to captivate audiences. It
offers insights into how "What We Do in the Shadows" fits into this long
tradition with its comedic twist.

6. Behind the Scenes of What We Do in the Shadows
An insider’s look at the making of the beloved series, featuring interviews
with cast and crew, production notes, and rare photographs. This book reveals
the creative process behind the show’s unique blend of humor and horror. Fans
will appreciate the anecdotes and stories that bring the “shadows” to life.



7. Quirky Creatures: A Guide to Supernatural Comedy
This book explores the niche of supernatural comedy, focusing on characters
like vampires, werewolves, and ghosts portrayed in a humorous light. It
examines how shows like "What We Do in the Shadows" use supernatural elements
for comedic effect. Included are character studies, genre tropes, and
recommendations for similar media.

8. Vampire Etiquette: The Dos and Don'ts of Undead Living
A playful, tongue-in-cheek manual that imagines the social rules and customs
vampires might follow. Inspired by the comedic tone of "What We Do in the
Shadows," this book offers a humorous take on vampire lifestyle, from ancient
traditions to modern-day adaptations. It’s a fun read for fans who enjoy the
quirky side of vampire lore.

9. From Fangs to Fun: The Evolution of Vampire Comedy
This book chronicles the development of vampire comedy as a genre,
highlighting key works that paved the way for shows like "What We Do in the
Shadows." It discusses how humor has been used to subvert traditional vampire
tropes and create fresh narratives. The book also explores audience reception
and cultural impact over time.
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