
what is the bluest eye about

what is the bluest eye about is a question that delves into the heart of Toni Morrison’s seminal novel, a
profound exploration of race, identity, beauty, and trauma in America. This article examines the core
themes, characters, and narrative structure of "The Bluest Eye," shedding light on its cultural and literary
significance. Understanding what the bluest eye about entails requires an analysis of the story’s setting, the
psychological and societal pressures faced by its characters, and the broader implications of Morrison’s work
in discussions of racial self-perception and systemic oppression. This comprehensive overview will also
explore how the novel’s title encapsulates its central metaphor and the tragic yearning for acceptance.
Readers will gain insights into the novel’s complex portrayal of African American life in the mid-20th
century and its enduring relevance today. The following sections outline the key aspects of this powerful
narrative.
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Plot Overview of The Bluest Eye
The plot of what is the bluest eye about centers on the life of Pecola Breedlove, a young African American
girl growing up in Lorain, Ohio, during the 1940s. The narrative follows Pecola’s tragic quest for blue eyes,
which she believes will make her beautiful and loved in a society that prizes white beauty standards. The
story is marked by familial dysfunction, social alienation, and the devastating effects of internalized racism.
Pecola’s experiences are interwoven with the lives of other characters, providing a multifaceted view of
the community and its struggles. The novel’s plot is non-linear, shifting perspectives and timelines to
reveal the depth of each character’s pain and desires.



Key Events in the Story
The novel details several pivotal events that shape Pecola’s life and the lives of those around her:

Pecola’s family life marked by poverty and abuse.

The societal rejection Pecola faces due to her appearance.

The community’s endorsement of Eurocentric beauty ideals.

Pecola’s psychological breakdown and her retreat into a fantasy of having blue eyes.

The impact of trauma on Pecola and her family.

Main Characters and Their Roles
The question of what is the bluest eye about cannot be answered without understanding the complex
characters who embody the novel’s themes. Each character represents different facets of the African
American experience and the struggle with identity.

Pecola Breedlove
Pecola is the central figure in the novel, a vulnerable girl whose desire for blue eyes symbolizes a longing
for acceptance and love. Her character illustrates the destructive power of racial self-loathing and societal
rejection.

Claudia and Frieda MacTeer
These sisters serve as narrators for parts of the story, providing a contrasting viewpoint to Pecola’s. They
represent a more grounded perspective on childhood and racial identity, grappling with their own
understanding of beauty and self-worth.

Cholly Breedlove
Pecola’s father, whose own traumatic past and anger contribute to the family’s dysfunction. Cholly
embodies the cycle of abuse and the devastating consequences of internalized pain.



Pauline Breedlove
Pecola’s mother, who struggles with her own feelings of inadequacy and her obsession with white
standards of beauty, further perpetuating the family’s turmoil.

Themes Explored in The Bluest Eye
Understanding what is the bluest eye about requires an exploration of its major themes, which intertwine
to create a powerful commentary on race, beauty, and identity.

Racial Self-Loathing and Identity
The novel examines how pervasive racism leads to self-hatred among African Americans, especially
children who internalize society’s negative views. Pecola’s desire for blue eyes is a poignant symbol of this
internalized racism.

Beauty Standards and Their Impact
Toni Morrison critiques the Eurocentric beauty ideals that dominate American culture, showing how these
standards marginalize black individuals and perpetuate feelings of inferiority.

Family and Community Dysfunction
The Breedlove family’s struggles highlight the broader issues of poverty, abuse, and neglect that affect
marginalized communities. The novel portrays how these dynamics contribute to cycles of trauma.

Innocence and Loss
Through its child characters, the story explores the loss of innocence caused by harsh social realities,
emphasizing the vulnerability of youth in hostile environments.

Narrative Style and Structure
Toni Morrison’s narrative approach in what is the bluest eye about is notable for its complexity and
emotional depth. The novel employs multiple perspectives and a non-linear timeline to deepen the reader’s
understanding of the characters’ inner lives.



Multiple Perspectives
The story is told through the eyes of different characters, primarily Claudia, who offers a reflective and
sometimes critical viewpoint. This technique allows readers to see the events from various angles,
enhancing empathy and insight.

Non-Linear Timeline
The narrative shifts back and forth in time, revealing backstories and filling in details gradually. This
structure mirrors the fragmented nature of memory and trauma experienced by the characters.

Symbolism and Metaphors in The Bluest Eye
The novel is rich with symbolism that reinforces its themes and emotional impact. Understanding these
symbols is essential to fully grasping what is the bluest eye about.

The Bluest Eye
The blue eyes represent the societal ideal of beauty and the destructive desire to conform to that ideal. For
Pecola, blue eyes symbolize acceptance, love, and a cure for her perceived ugliness.

Seasons and Weather
Morrison uses changing seasons and weather to symbolize emotional states and the cycles of life and
suffering within the community.

Mary Jane Candy
The candy Pecola desires but is denied serves as a metaphor for unattainable desires and the bitterness of
exclusion.

Cultural and Historical Context
To answer what is the bluest eye about fully, it is important to consider the cultural and historical backdrop
against which the novel is set. The story takes place during the 1940s, a time of racial segregation and
deeply ingrained prejudices in America.



Post-Depression Era and World War II
The economic hardships of the era contribute to the characters’ struggles with poverty and instability,
shaping their experiences and outlooks.

Jim Crow and Segregation
The systemic racism of the period influences the societal attitudes toward race and beauty that permeate
the novel, reinforcing the marginalization of African American communities.

The Harlem Renaissance Influence
Although set slightly after the Harlem Renaissance, the novel reflects the lingering effects of this cultural
movement, especially in its exploration of black identity and artistic expression.

Significance and Impact of The Bluest Eye
The importance of understanding what is the bluest eye about extends beyond literary analysis. Toni
Morrison’s novel has had a profound impact on American literature and discussions about race and beauty
standards.

Literary Recognition
The Bluest Eye established Morrison as a major literary figure and is frequently studied for its innovative
narrative style and powerful themes.

Social Commentary
The novel’s candid portrayal of racial self-hatred and community dysfunction has sparked important
conversations about the psychological effects of racism and the need for societal change.

Enduring Relevance
Decades after its publication, the novel remains relevant as it addresses ongoing issues surrounding race,
identity, and representation in contemporary culture.



Key Contributions to Literature

Challenging dominant beauty standards.

Highlighting the intersection of race and trauma.

Innovating narrative form in African American literature.

Influencing future generations of writers and scholars.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Bluest Eye' about?
'The Bluest Eye' by Toni Morrison is about the struggles of an African American girl named Pecola
Breedlove who longs for blue eyes, symbolizing beauty and acceptance in a society that devalues blackness.

Who is the main character in 'The Bluest Eye'?
The main character is Pecola Breedlove, a young black girl who yearns for blue eyes to feel beautiful and
accepted.

What themes are explored in 'The Bluest Eye'?
The novel explores themes such as racial self-loathing, beauty standards, identity, family dysfunction, and
the impact of racism on African American communities.

Why does Pecola want blue eyes in 'The Bluest Eye'?
Pecola wants blue eyes because she believes having them will make her beautiful and loved, reflecting
society's preference for white beauty standards.

How does 'The Bluest Eye' address issues of race and beauty?
The novel critiques society's racist beauty ideals and shows how internalized racism can damage
individuals' self-worth and identity.



Is 'The Bluest Eye' based on a true story?
No, 'The Bluest Eye' is a work of fiction, though it addresses real social issues faced by African American
communities.

What is the significance of the title 'The Bluest Eye'?
The title symbolizes Pecola's desire for blue eyes, which represent the societal ideal of beauty and
acceptance she desperately seeks.

How does Toni Morrison portray family dynamics in 'The Bluest Eye'?
Morrison portrays complex and often painful family relationships, highlighting neglect, abuse, and the
effects of poverty and trauma.

What impact does 'The Bluest Eye' aim to have on readers?
The novel aims to challenge readers' perceptions of beauty and race, encouraging empathy and a deeper
understanding of the psychological effects of racism.

In what setting does 'The Bluest Eye' take place?
The story is set in Lorain, Ohio, during the early 1940s, providing a backdrop that reflects the social and
racial tensions of the time.

Additional Resources
1. Beloved by Toni Morrison
This novel explores the haunting legacy of slavery and its effects on identity and family. Set after the
American Civil War, it follows Sethe, a former enslaved woman, who is confronted by the ghost of her
dead daughter. The story delves deeply into themes of trauma, memory, and the struggle for self-
acceptance.

2. The Color Purple by Alice Walker
A powerful narrative about African American women in the early 20th century South, this book addresses
issues of racism, sexism, and domestic abuse. Through letters, the protagonist Celie shares her journey from
oppression to empowerment. The novel highlights the importance of sisterhood, resilience, and self-
discovery.

3. Sula by Toni Morrison
This novel examines the complex friendship between two African American women growing up in a
small Ohio town. It explores themes of identity, community, and the boundaries of conformity. Morrison



presents a nuanced portrayal of morality and the consequences of choices in a racially segregated society.

4. A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry
A groundbreaking play that depicts an African American family's experiences in a Chicago neighborhood
during the 1950s. The story tackles issues of racial discrimination, dreams deferred, and generational
conflicts. It highlights the pursuit of dignity and equality amidst social challenges.

5. Push by Sapphire
This intense novel follows Precious, a young African American girl facing abuse and hardship, as she
strives for a better life through education. The book sheds light on issues of poverty, trauma, and the
transformative power of hope. It offers a raw and unflinching look at overcoming adversity.

6. Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston
This classic novel tells the story of Janie Crawford's quest for identity and independence in the early 20th
century South. Rich with African American culture and folklore, it explores themes of love, self-
expression, and resilience. Janie's journey challenges societal norms and expectations.

7. Kindred by Octavia E. Butler
Blending science fiction with historical narrative, this book follows Dana, a Black woman who is
mysteriously transported back to the antebellum South. She confronts the brutal realities of slavery while
trying to survive and return to her own time. The story powerfully addresses issues of race, history, and
identity.

8. The Street by Ann Petry
Set in 1940s Harlem, this novel portrays the life of Lutie Johnson, a single Black mother struggling against
systemic racism and poverty. It reveals the harsh social and economic realities faced by African Americans
in urban settings. The narrative underscores the fight for dignity and stability in a hostile environment.

9. Salvage the Bones by Jesmyn Ward
This novel centers on a Black family in rural Mississippi preparing for Hurricane Katrina. It explores
themes of family bonds, survival, and the intersection of race and nature. Ward's lyrical prose captures the
resilience and complexity of life in the American South.
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