what is on the cps selective enrollment exam

what is on the cps selective enroliment exam is a common question among students and parents
preparing for the Chicago Public Schools (CPS) selective enrollment process. This exam is a critical
component for admission to some of the most competitive public schools in Chicago. Understanding
the exam's structure, content areas, and preparation strategies is essential to perform well. The CPS
selective enrollment exam assesses students' abilities in key academic skills including reading, math,
and language arts. Additionally, the test evaluates cognitive reasoning and problem-solving skills
through various question formats. This article will provide a detailed overview of what to expect on the
exam, including the specific subjects covered, the types of questions asked, and tips on how to
prepare effectively. The following sections will guide you through the main components of the CPS
selective enrollment exam, helping students and parents gain clarity on this important educational

milestone.
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Overview of the CPS Selective Enroliment Exam

The CPS selective enrollment exam is designed to identify students with strong academic potential for
placement in specialized programs within Chicago Public Schools. It is typically administered to
students applying for selective enrollment high schools and some selective enroliment elementary
schools. The exam evaluates a broad range of skills, including verbal reasoning, quantitative
reasoning, reading comprehension, and language mechanics. The test aims to assess both knowledge
and the ability to apply information in different contexts. Understanding what is on the cps selective
enrolliment exam helps students focus their preparation on key subjects and question types, improving

their chances of admission to highly competitive schools.

Reading Comprehension Section

The reading comprehension portion of the CPS selective enroliment exam measures a student's ability
to understand, analyze, and interpret written passages. This section is crucial as it assesses critical
thinking skills and the capacity to draw conclusions from texts, which are essential for academic

success across all subjects.

Types of Passages

Students will encounter a variety of passages, including:
¢ Fictional literature with narrative elements
¢ Non-fiction texts such as informational articles and essays

¢ Poetry and descriptive writing



Question Formats

Questions in this section include:

¢ Multiple-choice questions asking about main ideas and themes

¢ Inference questions requiring students to read between the lines

¢ Vocabulary-in-context queries to assess understanding of word meanings

¢ Questions about the author’s purpose and tone

Mathematics Section

The mathematics section tests numerical skills, problem-solving abilities, and the understanding of
mathematical concepts. This section covers a range of topics aligned with grade-level standards and is

designed to assess both computation and reasoning skills.

Core Math Topics

Key topics included on the exam are:

Number operations including addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division

Fractions, decimals, and percentages

Basic algebraic concepts such as solving for unknowns

Geometry including area, perimeter, and volume calculations



¢ Data interpretation through graphs and charts

Problem-Solving Questions

Students will face word problems that require analytical thinking and multi-step solutions. These

questions test the ability to apply mathematical reasoning to real-world scenarios.

Language Arts and Grammar Section

This section focuses on the rules and mechanics of English language usage. It evaluates students’
grasp of grammar, punctuation, sentence structure, and writing conventions, which are foundational to

clear communication.

Grammar and Usage

Students are tested on topics such as:

¢ Parts of speech including nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs
e Subject-verb agreement and verb tenses
* Proper use of punctuation marks

¢ Sentence combining and sentence correction



Editing and Revising

Questions also require students to identify errors in written passages and suggest improvements. This

challenges their ability to recognize and apply standard English conventions.

General Test Format and Timing

The CPS selective enrollment exam is structured to balance thorough assessment with time efficiency.
The test is typically administered in a single session lasting approximately three hours. It comprises
multiple-choice questions across the different content areas, with some sections possibly including

short constructed responses.

Section Breakdown

The exam is generally divided as follows:

1. Reading Comprehension: 40-50 questions
2. Mathematics: 40-50 questions

3. Language Arts and Grammar: 30-40 questions

Time Management Tips

Effective time management is critical during the exam. Students should allocate time based on the
number of questions per section and avoid spending too long on any single problem. Practicing with

timed sample tests can improve pacing and reduce test-day anxiety.



Preparation Strategies and Resources

Preparing for what is on the cps selective enrollment exam requires a strategic approach that includes
reviewing content areas, practicing test questions, and building test-taking skills. Early and consistent

preparation increases familiarity with the exam format and content.

Study Techniques

Recommended study methods include:

Regular practice with sample questions and full-length practice exams

¢ Focusing on weaker subject areas to build proficiency

Reading diverse materials to enhance comprehension skills

Utilizing educational workbooks and online resources aligned with the exam content

Additional Support

Many students benefit from supplementary resources such as tutoring, test prep courses, and study
groups. These resources provide structured guidance and targeted practice that can improve

performance on the selective enroliment exam.

Frequently Asked Questions



What subjects are covered on the CPS selective enrollment exam?

The CPS selective enroliment exam typically covers reading comprehension, math, and language arts

to assess students' academic abilities for selective enroliment programs.

Are there specific topics within math tested on the CPS selective
enrollment exam?

Yes, the math section usually includes topics such as arithmetic, algebra, geometry, number

operations, and problem-solving skills appropriate for the student's grade level.

Does the CPS selective enroliment exam include a writing component?

While the primary focus is on reading and math, some versions of the exam may include a writing or

language arts section that tests grammar, vocabulary, and writing skills.

How is the CPS selective enroliment exam structured in terms of
question types?

The exam generally consists of multiple-choice questions that assess critical thinking, comprehension,
and problem-solving abilities, with some sections possibly including short answer or open-ended

questions.

Is there an emphasis on test-taking strategies for the CPS selective
enrolilment exam content?

Yes, understanding the exam format and practicing time management, question analysis, and
elimination strategies are important since the test assesses both knowledge and the ability to apply

skills under timed conditions.



Additional Resources

1. "The Critical Reader: Critical Reading and Writing for the CPS Selective Enrollment Exam"”

This book focuses on developing strong reading comprehension and critical thinking skills essential for
the CPS Selective Enroliment Exam. It offers a variety of practice passages and questions that mimic
the exam’s format. Additionally, it provides strategies for analyzing texts, identifying main ideas, and

making inferences.

2. "Math Smart: Mastering Math for the CPS Selective Enrollment Test"

Designed to cover all math topics tested on the CPS Selective Enroliment Exam, this book includes
thorough explanations of concepts such as fractions, decimals, ratios, algebra, and geometry. It
contains numerous practice problems with step-by-step solutions to help students build confidence and

improve problem-solving speed.

3. "Vocabulary Power for the CPS Selective Enrollment Exam"

This vocabulary workbook helps students expand their word knowledge, a key component of the
exam’s language arts section. It introduces commonly tested words through engaging exercises,
context usage, and synonym/antonym drills. By mastering these vocabulary words, students can

improve their reading comprehension and writing clarity.

4. "CPS Selective Enrollment Exam Practice Tests and Strategies”

This comprehensive guide offers multiple full-length practice tests that simulate the actual exam
experience. Alongside the tests, it provides test-taking strategies to manage time efficiently and
approach different question types effectively. The detailed answer explanations help students

understand their mistakes and learn from them.

5. "Writing Skills for the CPS Selective Enrollment Exam”

Focusing on the writing portion of the exam, this book teaches how to construct clear, coherent, and
well-organized essays. It covers grammar, sentence structure, and paragraph development, along with
tips for brainstorming and revising. Practice prompts and sample essays guide students in improving

their writing abilities.



6. "Logical Reasoning and Problem Solving for the CPS Selective Enrollment Exam"

This book emphasizes critical thinking and logical reasoning skills tested in the exam’s math and
verbal sections. It offers puzzles, pattern recognition exercises, and reasoning problems to sharpen
analytical thinking. Students learn how to break down complex problems and apply logical steps to find

solutions.

7. "Reading Comprehension Strategies for the CPS Selective Enrollment Exam"

Dedicated to enhancing reading comprehension, this resource teaches methods such as annotating
texts, summarizing paragraphs, and identifying the author’s purpose. It includes diverse reading
passages across genres and question sets designed to improve accuracy and speed. The strategies

help students tackle challenging texts with confidence.

8. "CPS Selective Enrollment Exam: Science and Social Studies Integration”

While the CPS exam primarily focuses on language arts and math, this book integrates relevant
science and social studies content that may appear in reading passages. It covers key concepts and
vocabulary from both subjects, supporting interdisciplinary understanding. This helps students better

comprehend informational texts and answer related questions.

9. "Time Management and Test-Taking Tips for the CPS Selective Enrollment Exam”
This guide provides practical advice on how to prepare effectively and manage time during the exam.
It includes planning schedules, stress reduction techniques, and methods for prioritizing questions. The

book aims to boost students’ confidence and maximize their performance on test day.
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