what happens to harrison at the end of the
story

what happens to harrison at the end of the story is a question that has intrigued readers and
critics alike, particularly in the context of Kurt Vonnegut’s "Harrison Bergeron." This iconic short
story, set in a dystopian future where everyone is forcibly made equal through handicaps, ends on a
striking and thought-provoking note. Understanding the conclusion requires analyzing Harrison’s
character, his rebellion against the oppressive government, and the tragic consequences that follow.
This article delves into the nuances of the story’s ending, exploring the symbolism and thematic
significance of Harrison's fate. Additionally, it provides insight into the broader implications for
society and individual freedom as portrayed in the narrative. Readers seeking clarity on what
happens to Harrison at the end of the story will find a comprehensive analysis below, along with a
detailed breakdown of key events and their impact.
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The Context of Harrison Bergeron’s Character

To fully grasp what happens to Harrison at the end of the story, it is essential to understand his role
within the narrative. Harrison Bergeron is portrayed as an extraordinarily gifted individual in a
society that mandates absolute equality through physical and mental handicaps. These handicaps
are designed to suppress any form of superiority in intelligence, strength, or appearance, enforced
by the government’s Handicapper General. Harrison stands out as a symbol of human potential and
individuality, resisting the constraints imposed upon him. His character embodies the tension
between conformity and freedom, making his ultimate fate a critical element in interpreting the
story’s message.

Harrison’s Unique Attributes

Unlike other characters who conform to societal limitations, Harrison possesses exceptional
strength, intelligence, and charisma. These traits make him a target for government control, as he
inherently challenges the enforced equality. His physical appearance and abilities are handicapped
to neutralize his advantage, including weights to counteract his strength and devices that disrupt his
thoughts. Despite these restrictions, Harrison’s spirit remains unbroken, illustrating the human
desire to transcend imposed boundaries.



Societal Setting and Restrictions

The society depicted in the story is one where the government seeks to eliminate all forms of
competition or inequality. The Handicapper General and her agents enforce these rules ruthlessly,
ensuring that no one excels beyond others. This dystopian backdrop highlights the extremes of
enforced uniformity, against which Harrison’s character acts as a counterpoint. Understanding this
setting is crucial to appreciating the significance of what happens to Harrison at the end of the
story.

Harrison’s Rebellion and Defiance

Harrison'’s rebellion forms the central climax of the story. His defiance represents a challenge not
only to the government’s rules but also to the philosophical premise of enforced equality. By
breaking free from his handicaps, Harrison symbolically and literally rejects the constraints imposed
upon him. This act of rebellion is a dramatic assertion of individuality and freedom, marking a
pivotal moment in the narrative.

The Act of Breaking Free

Harrison’s escape from captivity and removal of his handicaps signify his refusal to conform. This
moment of liberation is portrayed with intense imagery, emphasizing his strength and
determination. It serves as a powerful statement against the suppression of human potential, as
Harrison declares himself Emperor and invites others to join him in his revolt. His actions represent
a hopeful yet dangerous challenge to the oppressive system.

Public Demonstration and Challenge

Once free, Harrison storms a live television broadcast studio, making a public spectacle of his
defiance. During this broadcast, he removes the handicaps from a ballerina, who then dances
gracefully and without restrictions alongside him. This scene symbolizes the beauty and excellence
that can exist when people are allowed to express their true abilities. Harrison’s challenge to the
government’s authority is both literal and metaphorical, as he openly defies the enforced handicaps
on live television.

The Climactic Ending: What Happens to Harrison

The conclusion of the story is both sudden and tragic, revealing the consequences of Harrison'’s
rebellion. Understanding exactly what happens to Harrison at the end of the story is critical to
interpreting Vonnegut’s message about authority, control, and the cost of resistance in a dystopian
society.

Harrison’s Death

At the climax, Harrison is shot and killed by the Handicapper General, Diana Moon Glampers. This



decisive and violent act abruptly ends his rebellion and reasserts the government's control. The
shooting occurs live on television, underscoring the power and ruthlessness of the oppressive
regime. Harrison’s death serves as a grim reminder of the dangers faced by those who oppose
authoritarian rule.

The Aftermath and Public Reaction

Following Harrison’s death, the story shifts focus to his parents, who are unable to comprehend or
remember the event due to their own mental handicaps. This detail highlights the extent to which
the government suppresses not only physical ability but also cognition and memory. The lack of
awareness or reaction from the public emphasizes the pervasive control and the futility of individual
rebellion in such a society.

Symbolism and Themes Reflected in Harrison’s Fate

Harrison’s fate at the end of the story is rich with symbolic meaning and thematic significance. His
death is not merely a plot event but a powerful commentary on freedom, individuality, and the
consequences of totalitarianism.

The Suppression of Individuality

Harrison’s demise symbolizes the suppression of exceptionalism and the desire for uniformity at all

costs. The government’s willingness to kill him demonstrates the extreme measures used to maintain
equality, raising questions about the value of freedom versus enforced sameness. His death portrays
the tragic loss of human potential when society prioritizes conformity over creativity and excellence.

The Role of Authority and Control

The ending reflects the absolute control wielded by authoritarian regimes. The Handicapper
General’s decisive action illustrates the brutality underlying the facade of equality. Harrison's
execution serves as a warning about the dangers of unchecked power and the suppression of
dissent.

Irony and Tragedy

There is a deep irony in Harrison’s death: striving to elevate humanity, he is extinguished by the
very system designed to prevent inequality. This tragic outcome underscores the story’s dystopian
nature and the bleak consequences of extreme egalitarianism. The irony also lies in the fact that his
parents, who represent the average citizen, remain oblivious to his fate due to their own handicaps.



Implications for Society and Individual Freedom

The conclusion of Harrison Bergeron offers profound reflections on the balance between equality
and freedom. Harrison’s end serves as a catalyst for examining the broader societal implications of
such dystopian control.

The Cost of Enforced Equality

The story raises critical questions about the cost of achieving absolute equality through artificial
means. Harrison’s death illustrates the potential loss of innovation, diversity, and progress when
individuality is sacrificed. It suggests that equality enforced by oppression can lead to stagnation
and despair rather than true justice.

The Fragility of Rebellion

Harrison’s failed rebellion symbolizes the difficulty of challenging authoritarian systems. Although
his defiance is heroic, it ultimately proves futile against overwhelming state power. This outcome
reflects the fragility of individual resistance in oppressive societies and the high stakes involved.

Lessons on Freedom and Human Potential

Through Harrison’s story and ultimate fate, the narrative conveys a cautionary message about
protecting human rights and freedoms. It emphasizes the importance of allowing individuals to
express their unique talents and abilities without fear of repression. The story advocates for a
society that values diversity and personal liberty over forced uniformity.

e Harrison Bergeron'’s character symbolizes human potential and resistance.

¢ His rebellion highlights the conflict between individuality and enforced equality.

e Harrison is ultimately killed by the government, underscoring authoritarian brutality.
e The ending reflects themes of suppression, irony, and the cost of totalitarian control.

e The story prompts reflection on the balance between equality, freedom, and societal progress.

Frequently Asked Questions

What happens to Harrison at the end of the story "Harrison



Bergeron"?

At the end of the story, Harrison Bergeron is killed by the Handicapper General, Diana Moon
Glampers, after he declares himself emperor and removes his handicaps on live television.

Does Harrison survive at the end of the story?

No, Harrison does not survive; he is shot and killed by the Handicapper General.

How does Harrison's death impact the story's message?

Harrison's death highlights the oppressive nature of the society and the consequences of rebellion
against enforced equality.

Is there any hope for Harrison after the story ends?

No, the story ends with Harrison's death, leaving no hope for his character's survival or change in
society.

What is the significance of Harrison's actions before his
death?

Harrison's actions symbolize a fight against conformity and oppression, showcasing his desire for
freedom and individuality.

How does the government respond to Harrison's rebellion?

The government, represented by the Handicapper General, responds with lethal force, killing
Harrison to maintain control.

Does Harrison's death change the society in the story?

No, Harrison's death does not lead to any societal change; the oppressive system remains intact.

What does Harrison's death symbolize in the story?

His death symbolizes the brutal suppression of individuality and the extreme measures taken to
enforce equality.

How is Harrison portrayed at the end of the story?

He is portrayed as a tragic hero who challenges the system but is ultimately defeated by it.

What message does Harrison's fate convey to the readers?

Harrison's fate conveys a warning about the dangers of enforced equality and the loss of personal
freedoms.



Additional Resources

1. Breaking Free: The Aftermath of Harrison's Rebellion

This book explores the consequences of Harrison Bergeron's defiance against the oppressive
government. It delves into how his actions inspire a movement for freedom and equality, examining
the societal shifts that follow. The narrative offers a hopeful perspective on the impact of individual
courage in the face of tyranny.

2. The Cost of Equality: Life After Harrison Bergeron

Focusing on the ramifications of enforced equality, this title analyzes the societal and personal costs
experienced after Harrison's dramatic stand. It critiques the government's extreme measures and
reflects on the balance between fairness and freedom. The book encourages readers to question the
limits of equality.

3. Echoes of Rebellion: Harrison's Legacy

This book traces the influence of Harrison Bergeron's rebellion on future generations. It highlights
stories of those inspired to challenge conformity and oppression in various forms. Through
interviews and fictionalized accounts, it paints a picture of lasting change sparked by one man's
defiance.

4. Invisible Chains: The Struggle for Freedom Post-Harrison

Examining the societal structures that persist after Harrison's death, this book discusses the
ongoing fight against government control. It explores themes of surveillance, censorship, and
resistance in a dystopian world. The narrative underscores the resilience of the human spirit in
seeking liberty.

5. The Last Dance: Harrison Bergeron's Final Act

A detailed analysis of Harrison's climactic moment and its symbolic significance, this book breaks
down the cultural and political implications of his rebellion. It explores how his "last dance"
represents both a tragic loss and a spark of hope. Readers gain insight into the power of symbolism
in storytelling.

6. Shadows of Equality: Life in a Post-Harrison Society

This title investigates how society adapts after the disruption caused by Harrison's actions. It looks
at changes in policy, public sentiment, and individual behavior when confronted with the reality of
enforced sameness. The book offers a nuanced view of the challenges in achieving true equality.

7. Breaking the Handicap: Stories Inspired by Harrison Bergeron

A collection of short stories and essays inspired by the themes of Kurt Vonnegut's original tale, this
book imagines various outcomes following Harrison's rebellion. It includes speculative fiction that
expands on ideas of freedom, oppression, and human potential. The anthology celebrates creativity
sparked by a powerful narrative.

8. Rebellion's End: The Fate of Harrison Bergeron

Focused specifically on the final moments and immediate aftermath of Harrison's uprising, this book
provides a close reading of the text and its interpretations. It discusses the ambiguity surrounding
his fate and the message Vonnegut intended to convey. Scholars and fans alike will find thoughtful
analysis here.

9. Freedom's Price: The Harrison Bergeron Effect
This book examines the broader implications of Harrison's rebellion on concepts of freedom and



societal control. It connects the story to real-world debates about individual rights versus collective
good. Through historical and philosophical lenses, it challenges readers to consider what freedom
truly means.
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