
what colleges do not accept asl as a foreign
language
what colleges do not accept asl as a foreign language is a common question among students
considering American Sign Language (ASL) for their foreign language requirements. While ASL has
gained popularity and recognition as a legitimate language, not all colleges accept it to fulfill foreign
language credits. This article explores the reasons behind this selective acceptance, highlighting
which colleges and universities do not recognize ASL as a foreign language. Additionally, it covers the
distinction between ASL and spoken foreign languages, the impact on student transcripts, and
alternatives for students who wish to study ASL but need to meet foreign language requirements.
Understanding these nuances is crucial for high school students planning their academic path and
college applicants who want to ensure their language credits count. The article also discusses how to
verify a college’s language policies and tips for advocating for ASL acceptance. The following sections
will provide a detailed overview of this topic for prospective students and educators alike.

Why Some Colleges Do Not Accept ASL as a Foreign Language

List of Colleges That Do Not Accept ASL for Foreign Language Credit

Differences Between ASL and Spoken Foreign Languages

Implications for High School Students and College Applicants

How to Verify College Language Requirements

Alternatives for Students Interested in ASL

Why Some Colleges Do Not Accept ASL as a Foreign
Language
Many colleges have specific criteria for what qualifies as a foreign language, often rooted in
traditional academic frameworks. Some institutions do not accept American Sign Language (ASL) as
fulfilling foreign language requirements due to perceptions about its classification, curriculum
differences, or accreditation standards. ASL is a fully developed language with its own grammar and
syntax, but it is distinct from spoken foreign languages like Spanish, French, or Mandarin, which some
schools prioritize. Additionally, some colleges may consider ASL as a communication or special
education course rather than a foreign language. This leads to inconsistencies in acceptance across
higher education institutions.

Historical Perceptions and Academic Standards
Historically, foreign language departments focused on spoken and written languages from other
countries, which shaped the academic approach toward language requirements. ASL, being a visual-



gestural language primarily used in the United States and parts of Canada, did not fit this mold. Some
colleges have maintained these traditional standards, causing reluctance to accept ASL as equivalent
to other foreign languages. Academic departments may also differ in how they evaluate the rigor,
content, and cultural components of ASL courses.

Accreditation and Curriculum Differences
Another reason some colleges do not accept ASL credits is the lack of standardized curriculum across
high schools and community programs. Unlike more established foreign languages, ASL courses may
vary widely in content and instructional quality. Colleges that require certain accreditation or
alignment with foreign language learning outcomes might exclude ASL due to these disparities. This
affects how admissions offices evaluate transcripts and language proficiency credits.

List of Colleges That Do Not Accept ASL for Foreign
Language Credit
While many colleges have begun to recognize ASL as a foreign language, several prominent
institutions still do not accept it for fulfilling language requirements. The policies often vary by
department or program, so students should consult specific school guidelines. Below is a
representative list of colleges known for not accepting ASL as a foreign language credit:

University of California system (certain campuses and programs)

Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT)

Stanford University (varies by department)

Harvard University (language requirements may exclude ASL)

Princeton University (foreign language department policies)

Some state universities with strict foreign language criteria

It is important to note that these policies may change, and exceptions might exist depending on the
major or specific academic program. Students are encouraged to review the most current admissions
and curriculum guides of their target colleges.

Differences Between ASL and Spoken Foreign
Languages
American Sign Language differs fundamentally from spoken foreign languages in several ways,
impacting its acceptance as a foreign language credit. Understanding these differences clarifies why
certain institutions hesitate to include ASL as a foreign language.



Language Modality and Structure
ASL is a visual-gestural language, relying on hand shapes, facial expressions, and body movements
rather than auditory phonetics. Its grammar, syntax, and vocabulary are unique and not derived from
English or other spoken languages. This modality difference challenges traditional language
departments accustomed to auditory and written language instruction.

Cultural and Geographic Context
Unlike languages tied to specific countries or regions abroad, ASL is primarily used in Deaf
communities within the United States and parts of Canada. While ASL has its own rich culture and
history, some colleges consider foreign language study as a means of exploring international cultures,
which affects their acceptance criteria.

Standardization and Testing
Foreign languages often have standardized testing options such as AP exams, SAT Subject Tests
(discontinued but historically relevant), and internationally recognized proficiency assessments. ASL
lacks widely available standardized testing options accepted by all universities, which can influence
its recognition as a foreign language.

Implications for High School Students and College
Applicants
Students who study ASL in high school and plan to apply to colleges should be aware of how their ASL
coursework will be evaluated. Knowing which colleges do not accept ASL as a foreign language can
influence course selection and college application strategies.

Impact on Meeting Foreign Language Requirements
If a college does not accept ASL for foreign language credit, students may need to pursue an
additional spoken foreign language to meet admission or graduation requirements. This can affect
academic planning, course load, and even financial considerations for language learning.

Transcript and Credit Considerations
When ASL is not accepted as a foreign language, it may still appear on transcripts but categorized
under electives, special education, or communication studies. Students should communicate with
their high school counselors to understand how ASL credits will be reported and how to supplement
their language portfolio appropriately.



How to Verify College Language Requirements
Prospective students should take proactive steps to confirm whether a college accepts ASL as a
foreign language. Verifying language requirements ensures that students make informed decisions
aligned with their academic goals.

Consulting Official College Resources
Colleges typically publish language requirement information in admissions brochures, academic
catalogs, or on official websites. Reviewing these materials can clarify which languages are accepted
and under what conditions ASL may be included or excluded.

Contacting Admissions and Academic Departments
Direct communication with admissions counselors or language department faculty provides the most
accurate and up-to-date information. Questions about ASL policies, credit transfer, and exemptions
can be addressed through official college contacts.

Reviewing High School Guidance Counselor Advice
High school counselors often have experience with college admissions policies and can guide students
on how to fulfill language requirements effectively. They may also have access to resources or
networks that clarify ASL acceptance trends.

Alternatives for Students Interested in ASL
For students passionate about learning ASL but facing college foreign language restrictions, several
alternatives enable continued study and academic recognition of ASL skills.

Dual Language Study: Complement ASL with a traditional spoken foreign language to satisfy1.
college requirements while continuing ASL as an elective.

ASL Certification Programs: Pursue certification through accredited ASL programs or2.
national organizations to demonstrate proficiency beyond high school coursework.

College ASL Courses: Enroll in ASL classes at the college level, which may count toward major3.
requirements or elective credits even if not fulfilling the foreign language requirement.

Advocacy and Policy Change: Engage with student organizations or petition for greater4.
acceptance of ASL as a foreign language at the collegiate level.

These options provide pathways for students to maintain their interest in ASL and gain academic
benefits despite institutional limitations.



Frequently Asked Questions

Which colleges do not accept ASL as a foreign language
credit?
Some colleges, particularly those with strict foreign language requirements focused on spoken/written
languages, may not accept ASL as fulfilling the foreign language credit. Examples include certain Ivy
League schools and traditional liberal arts colleges, but policies vary widely by institution.

Why do some colleges not accept ASL as a foreign language?
Some colleges do not accept ASL as a foreign language because they consider it a separate language
category or emphasize spoken/written languages for their curriculum. They may also have limited
faculty or resources for ASL instruction.

How can I find out if a college accepts ASL as a foreign
language?
You should check the college's official website, specifically the admissions or registrar’s page, or
contact the admissions office directly to confirm whether ASL is accepted as a foreign language
credit.

Are there any colleges that specifically accept ASL as a
foreign language?
Yes, many colleges and universities, including large public universities and some private institutions,
accept ASL as fulfilling the foreign language requirement. Examples include Gallaudet University,
University of California system schools, and others that recognize ASL as a legitimate language.

What should I do if my college does not accept ASL as a
foreign language?
If your college doesn't accept ASL, you might consider taking another foreign language to meet
requirements or petition the administration with documentation supporting ASL as a language.
Alternatively, look for colleges that recognize ASL credits if that is important for your academic goals.

Additional Resources
1. ASL and College Language Requirements: An Unspoken Challenge
This book explores the reasons why many colleges do not accept American Sign Language (ASL) as
fulfilling foreign language requirements. It delves into the history of language policies in higher
education and the evolving recognition of ASL. The author interviews educators, students, and
administrators to provide a comprehensive overview of the current landscape and potential future
changes.

2. Breaking Barriers: The Fight for ASL Recognition in Academia



Focusing on advocacy efforts, this book chronicles the campaigns to get ASL recognized as a foreign
language by colleges and universities. It highlights the challenges faced by Deaf students and the
Deaf community's push for equal academic status. The narrative includes case studies, policy
analysis, and success stories from institutions that have embraced ASL.

3. The Language Divide: Understanding ASL's Place in Higher Education
This book examines the cultural and linguistic misunderstandings that contribute to ASL's exclusion
from foreign language credits. It discusses the linguistic complexity of ASL and its status as a natural
language, contrasting it with spoken foreign languages. The author advocates for a broader definition
of language in educational settings.

4. ASL in Academia: Navigating College Language Policies
A practical guide for students who use ASL, this book outlines how to approach foreign language
requirements when ASL is not accepted. It provides advice on alternative pathways, such as testing
out of requirements or petitioning for credit. The book also includes resources for connecting with
Deaf-friendly colleges and programs.

5. Deaf Culture and Language Recognition in Higher Education
This volume explores the intersection of Deaf culture and academic policies on language recognition.
It presents research on how the exclusion of ASL affects Deaf students' educational experiences and
identity. The book argues for inclusive policies that respect linguistic diversity and cultural heritage.

6. The Politics of Language: Why ASL is Often Excluded from Language Credits
Investigating institutional and political factors, this book reveals why ASL is frequently overlooked in
language credit discussions. It analyzes accreditation standards, language department biases, and
the role of federal and state education policies. The author calls for systemic reforms to acknowledge
sign languages officially.

7. Language Equality: Advocating for ASL in College Curricula
This book serves as a resource for educators and students committed to promoting ASL as a
legitimate foreign language. It offers strategies for curriculum development, faculty training, and
policy change. Examples from universities that have successfully integrated ASL provide inspiration
and practical guidance.

8. Understanding ASL: Linguistics, Culture, and Education
Providing a foundational knowledge of ASL, this book covers its linguistic structure, cultural
significance, and educational implications. It helps readers appreciate why ASL should be recognized
alongside spoken foreign languages. The text is useful for policymakers, educators, and students
advocating for language credit acceptance.

9. From Exclusion to Inclusion: The Future of ASL in Higher Education
This forward-looking book envisions a future where ASL is fully accepted as a foreign language in
colleges nationwide. It discusses ongoing legislative efforts, technological advancements, and
changing societal attitudes. The author highlights the importance of inclusion for Deaf students'
academic success and cultural affirmation.

What Colleges Do Not Accept Asl As A Foreign Language

https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com/textbook-ga-24-2-44/what-colleges-do-not-accept-asl-as-a-foreign-language.pdf


What Colleges Do Not Accept Asl As A Foreign Language

Related Articles
wais iv score ranges
water treatment exam questions and answers
what tribes and languages existed before colonization in malawi

Back to Home

https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com/textbook-ga-24-2-44/wais-iv-score-ranges.pdf
https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com/textbook-ga-24-2-44/water-treatment-exam-questions-and-answers.pdf
https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com/textbook-ga-24-2-44/what-tribes-and-languages-existed-before-colonization-in-malawi.pdf
https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com

