what a wonderful world lyrics chords

what a wonderful world lyrics chords are essential elements for musicians and enthusiasts who
wish to perform or understand this timeless classic. Originally performed by Louis Armstrong, "What a
Wonderful World" has captivated audiences worldwide with its soulful lyrics and soothing melody. This
article provides a comprehensive guide to the lyrics and chords of the song, offering detailed
explanations, chord progressions, and tips for playing. Whether you are a beginner or an experienced
guitarist, learning the what a wonderful world lyrics chords will enhance your musical repertoire and
appreciation of this beautiful piece. Additionally, understanding the song's structure and variations
can help in delivering a more authentic and heartfelt performance. Below is the detailed table of
contents covering all relevant aspects of the what a wonderful world lyrics chords.
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Overview of "What a Wonderful World"

"What a Wonderful World" is a classic song first recorded by Louis Armstrong in 1967. The song is
renowned for its optimistic lyrics and soothing melody, which celebrate the beauty of life and nature.
Written by Bob Thiele and George David Weiss, it has become a staple in jazz and pop music
repertoires worldwide. The song’s simple yet profound message resonates across generations, often
used in films, commercials, and events. Understanding the what a wonderful world lyrics chords is
crucial for musicians aiming to capture the essence of this timeless piece.

Complete Lyrics of "What a Wonderful World"

Before delving into the chords, it is important to familiarize oneself with the full lyrics of the song. The
lyrics describe vivid imagery of nature’s beauty and human kindness, creating a heartfelt and uplifting
narrative.

e | see trees of green, red roses too

e | see them bloom for me and you



e And | think to myself, what a wonderful world
e | see skies of blue and clouds of white

e The bright blessed day, the dark sacred night
e And | think to myself, what a wonderful world
e The colors of the rainbow, so pretty in the sky
» Are also on the faces of people going by

e | see friends shaking hands saying, "How do you do?"
e They're really saying, "l love you"

e | hear babies cry, | watch them grow

e They'll learn much more than I'll never know
e And | think to myself, what a wonderful world

e Yes, | think to myself, what a wonderful world

Basic Chords for "What a Wonderful World"

The song utilizes a set of fundamental chords that are accessible to beginners and versatile for
seasoned players. Mastering these chords will allow for smooth transitions and a faithful rendition of
the original melody. The primary chords used in the song include C, Em, F, G, and Am, among others.

List of Essential Chords

Here is a list of the essential chords typically used in "What a Wonderful World":

¢ C Major (C) - Root chord providing the tonal center
e Em (E minor) - Adds a soft, melancholic touch

e F Major (F) - Offers harmonic richness and tension
¢ G Major (G) - Creates resolution and movement

e Am (A minor) - Adds emotional depth

e D7 (D dominant 7) - Introduces bluesy flavor and transitions



Chord Progression and Structure

The chord progression of "What a Wonderful World" follows a gentle and flowing pattern that
complements the lyrical content. Understanding this progression is key to playing the song accurately
and with the right emotion.

Typical Verse Progression

The verses follow a fairly straightforward chord progression that repeats and supports the melody
seamlessly. A common progression is:

1. C-Em-F-C
2.C-Em-F-C
3. F-G-C-Am

4. D7-G-C

This progression highlights the song’s smooth harmonic flow and allows for expressive dynamics
during performance.

Bridge and Chorus Progression

The bridge and chorus maintain a similar progression with slight variations to emphasize the uplifting
message. Musicians often incorporate the D7 chord to add a bluesy transition that enriches the
overall sound.

Tips for Playing the Song on Guitar

Playing "What a Wonderful World" effectively requires attention to rhythm, chord transitions, and
expression. Here are some practical tips to enhance your performance:

¢ Use a gentle strumming pattern: The song’s mellow vibe is best captured with slow, soft
strumming or fingerpicking.

e Practice chord changes: Smooth transitions between chords like C to Em and F to G are
essential for maintaining the song’s flow.

e Focus on dynamics: Vary your playing intensity to mirror the emotional highs and lows of the



lyrics.

¢ Incorporate pauses: Brief rests between phrases can add a natural feel and highlight lyrical
phrases.

e Use a capo if necessary: Adjusting the capo position can help match the original key or suit
your vocal range.

Common Variations and Capo Usage

Musicians often adapt "What a Wonderful World" to fit their vocal range or style by using capo
placement and chord variations. These adjustments do not compromise the integrity of the what a
wonderful world lyrics chords but enhance playability and sound.

Capo Positions

Placing a capo on the 1st or 3rd fret is common to match the original recording’s key or to simplify
chord shapes. This allows players to use easier chord forms while maintaining the song’s pitch.

Chord Variations and Substitutions

Advanced players may substitute chords such as F with Fmaj7 or add seventh chords like G7 to add
complexity and a jazzier feel. These variations enrich the harmonic texture but should be used
judiciously to preserve the song's classic sound.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can | find the chords for 'What a Wonderful World'?

You can find the chords for 'What a Wonderful World' on popular guitar tab websites like Ultimate
Guitar, Chordify, and AZ Chords.

What are the basic chords used in 'What a Wonderful World'?

The basic chords used in 'What a Wonderful World' typically include C, Em, F, G, and Am, making it
accessible for beginner guitarists.

Is there a capo needed to play 'What a Wonderful World' with
the original key chords?

Yes, to play 'What a Wonderful World' in the original key of F major, many guitarists use a capo on the
3rd fret while playing chords in the key of D.



Are there any simplified chord versions of 'What a Wonderful
World' for beginners?

Yes, many simplified versions of 'What a Wonderful World' use basic open chords like C, G, Am, and F
to make it easier for beginners to play.

Can | find video tutorials for 'What a Wonderful World'
chords?

Absolutely! YouTube has numerous video tutorials that teach how to play 'What a Wonderful World'
chords step-by-step for different skill levels.

How do the chords in 'What a Wonderful World' complement
the song's melody?

The chords in '"What a Wonderful World' are gentle and flowing, using major and minor chords that
create a warm, uplifting harmony complementing the song's peaceful melody.

Additional Resources

1. "The Ultimate Guide to Guitar Chords: Mastering Songs Like '‘What a Wonderful World""

This book provides a comprehensive overview of guitar chords, focusing on popular songs including
"What a Wonderful World." It breaks down chord progressions, finger placements, and strumming
patterns to help beginners and intermediate players improve. With clear diagrams and practice tips,
readers can learn to play this timeless classic with ease.

2. "Songs of Hope and Harmony: Exploring the Lyrics of '‘What a Wonderful World""

Delve into the lyrical beauty and meaning behind "What a Wonderful World" in this insightful book. It
explores themes of optimism, nature, and human connection found in the song’s words. Readers will
gain a deeper appreciation of the song’s impact and its place in musical and cultural history.

3. "Jazz Standards for Guitar: Playing 'What a Wonderful World' and Beyond"

Aimed at jazz guitar enthusiasts, this book includes detailed chord charts and soloing techniques for
"What a Wonderful World." It also covers other essential jazz standards, offering guidance on rhythm,
improvisation, and harmony. Perfect for those looking to expand their jazz repertoire.

4. "The Art of Songwriting: Analyzing the Structure of 'What a Wonderful World"

This book breaks down the songwriting elements of "What a Wonderful World," from melody to lyrical
phrasing. Songwriters and music students will learn how to craft memorable and emotionally resonant
songs. The analysis is supported by examples and exercises to inspire creativity.

5. "Easy Piano Arrangements: Playing 'What a Wonderful World" with Chords"

Designed for pianists at all levels, this book offers simplified arrangements of "What a Wonderful
World." It includes chord symbols, sheet music, and tips for accompaniment. Ideal for those who want
to bring this classic song to life on the piano in an accessible way.

6. "Vocal Techniques for Classic Songs: Singing 'What a Wonderful World" with Emotion"
This book focuses on vocal performance, teaching techniques to convey the emotion and warmth of



"What a Wonderful World." It covers breath control, phrasing, and dynamics, helping singers connect
with the song’s message. Includes practice exercises and interpretation tips.

7. "The History of 'What a Wonderful World': From Louis Armstrong to Modern Covers"

Explore the origins and evolution of "What a Wonderful World" in this detailed historical account. The
book traces the song’s journey from its original recording to its influence on artists across decades.
Readers will discover fascinating anecdotes and its cultural significance worldwide.

8. "Chords and Lyrics for Classic Songs: A Collection Featuring 'What a Wonderful World'"

This compilation provides chords and lyrics for numerous classic songs, with a special section
dedicated to "What a Wonderful World." It’s a handy reference for musicians and singers looking to
perform timeless hits. Clear formatting makes it easy to follow during practice or performance.

9. "Music and Mindfulness: Finding Peace Through Songs Like 'What a Wonderful World'"

This book explores the therapeutic power of music, using "What a Wonderful World" as a case study
for mindfulness and emotional well-being. It discusses how music can reduce stress and promote
positivity. Readers will find exercises and playlists to enhance their mental health through song.
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