
we fall down guitar chords

we fall down guitar chords form the backbone of the popular worship song "We
Fall Down," known for its heartfelt lyrics and simple yet powerful melody.
This article explores the essential chords used in the song, providing
detailed explanations and tips for playing them effectively on the guitar.
Whether you are a beginner or an experienced guitarist, understanding these
chords and how they fit together will enhance your performance and help you
lead worship with confidence. Additionally, variations and common chord
progressions will be discussed to give a comprehensive view of the song's
structure. This guide also covers strumming patterns and techniques to
capture the song’s rhythm and emotional depth. Following the overview, a
table of contents will outline the main topics covered for easy navigation.

Understanding the Basic Chords of We Fall Down

Chord Progressions and Song Structure

Strumming Patterns and Rhythm Techniques

Tips for Playing and Transitioning Between Chords

Advanced Variations and Capo Usage

Understanding the Basic Chords of We Fall Down

The foundation of playing we fall down guitar chords lies in mastering the
basic chords used throughout the song. These chords are generally simple and
accessible to guitarists at various skill levels. The primary chords in the
song include variations of E minor, C major, G major, and D major, which
together create the song’s reflective and uplifting mood. Familiarity with
these chords and their finger placements is essential for smooth transitions
and maintaining the song’s flow.

Essential Chords Explained

Each chord used in we fall down guitar chords has a distinct sound and
fingering position, which contributes to the overall harmony of the song.

E minor (Em): A common minor chord that provides a somber yet warm tone.
Finger placement involves pressing the second fret on the A and D
strings.

C major (C): A bright and open chord achieved by placing fingers on the
first fret of the B string, second fret of the D string, and third fret
of the A string.

G major (G): A full, resonant chord requiring fingers on the third fret
of the low E string, second fret of the A string, and third fret of the
high E string.

D major (D): A clear, uplifting chord played by pressing the second fret
of the G and high E strings, and the third fret of the B string.



Mastering these chords will allow players to confidently perform the song and
explore its emotional depth through music.

Chord Progressions and Song Structure

Understanding the chord progressions in we fall down guitar chords is crucial
to accurately capturing the song’s structure and mood. The song typically
follows a simple progression that repeats throughout the verses and chorus,
making it accessible for group play and worship settings.

Typical Progression Pattern

The most common chord progression used in the song is:

Em1.

C2.

G3.

D4.

This progression reflects a cycle of tension and resolution, with the minor
chord Em setting a reflective tone that transitions into the brighter major
chords. The repetition of this sequence provides a steady harmonic foundation
for both vocal lines and instrumental accompaniment.

Song Structure Overview

The song structure usually includes verses, choruses, and sometimes a bridge
or instrumental section. The chord progression remains consistent across
these parts, which makes it easier for players to memorize and perform the
song in various contexts.

Verse: Em - C - G - D

Chorus: Em - C - G - D

Bridge (optional): Often repeats the same progression or includes a
slight variation to build intensity

Strumming Patterns and Rhythm Techniques

The rhythm and strumming pattern used in we fall down guitar chords
contribute significantly to the song’s emotional impact. A consistent
strumming pattern helps maintain the song’s flow and supports vocal
performance.

Common Strumming Patterns

One of the most effective strumming patterns for this song is a steady down-
down-up-up-down-up (D D U U D U) rhythm. This pattern balances rhythm and
dynamics, allowing for expressive playing without overwhelming the vocals.



Downstrokes: Provide a strong, grounded feel

Upstrokes: Add lightness and movement

Emphasis: On the first downstroke to anchor the beat

Slowing down or varying the intensity during verses and choruses can enhance
the song’s emotional expression. Additionally, palm muting and subtle
dynamics can be used to create texture and depth.

Timing and Tempo

The song is generally played at a moderate tempo, allowing room for
expressive phrasing and dynamic changes. Maintaining steady timing is
essential for keeping the congregation or band synchronized during
performance.

Tips for Playing and Transitioning Between
Chords

Effective chord transitions are key to playing we fall down guitar chords
smoothly and confidently. Practicing chord changes and finger placements will
minimize pauses and create a seamless sound.

Practice Techniques for Smooth Transitions

Focus on moving fingers efficiently between chords, especially between the
minor and major shapes used in the song. Techniques include:

Visualizing the next chord shape before switching

Using common finger anchors to reduce movement

Practicing chord changes slowly, then gradually increasing speed

Isolating difficult transitions and repeating them

Consistent practice will improve muscle memory and allow for confident
playing during live performances or worship sessions.

Common Challenges and Solutions

Some players may find switching between chords like C and G challenging due
to their finger stretches. Adjusting finger positioning or experimenting with
simplified chord shapes can alleviate these difficulties. Using a metronome
during practice also helps maintain steady timing and rhythm.

Advanced Variations and Capo Usage

For more experienced guitarists, advanced chord variations and capo placement
provide ways to enrich the sound of we fall down guitar chords and adapt the
song to different vocal ranges.



Chord Variations and Extensions

Adding suspended or seventh chords can add complexity and emotional depth.
Examples include:

Em7: Adds a jazzy, open sound by including the D note

Csus2 or Csus4: Introduces tension and release within the C chord

Gadd9: Enriches the G chord with additional melodic color

These variations can be incorporated selectively to enhance specific song
sections or to suit the player’s style.

Using a Capo for Key Adjustment

Placing a capo on various frets allows the guitarist to change the key
without altering chord shapes, making it easier to match the singer’s vocal
range. Common capo placements for this song are on the 2nd or 3rd fret, which
raises the pitch and brightens the overall sound. This flexibility is
especially useful in group worship settings where vocalists may have diverse
ranges.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic chords used in 'We Fall Down' by
Donnie McClurkin?

The basic chords used in 'We Fall Down' are typically Em, C, G, and D, which
are common in many worship songs and easy to play for beginners.

How do you play the intro of 'We Fall Down' on
guitar?

The intro of 'We Fall Down' can be played using a fingerpicking pattern with
the chords Em and C to create a soft, reflective mood before the verse
starts.

Are there any capo positions recommended for 'We Fall
Down' guitar chords?

Most versions of 'We Fall Down' suggest placing a capo on the 2nd fret to
match the original key and make chord transitions easier.

Can beginners easily learn 'We Fall Down' guitar
chords?

Yes, 'We Fall Down' uses simple open chords like Em, C, G, and D, making it
accessible for beginners to learn and practice.



What strumming pattern works best for 'We Fall Down'?

A common strumming pattern for 'We Fall Down' is a gentle down-down-up-up-
down-up pattern, which complements the song's worshipful and contemplative
feel.

Where can I find accurate chord charts or tabs for
'We Fall Down'?

Accurate chord charts and tabs for 'We Fall Down' can be found on websites
like Ultimate Guitar, Worship Together, and Chordie, where users share and
rate versions.

Additional Resources
1. Easy Guitar Chords for "We Fall Down"
This book provides a beginner-friendly approach to playing the guitar chords
for the song "We Fall Down." It breaks down each chord with clear diagrams
and step-by-step instructions. Ideal for new guitarists, it also includes
tips on strumming patterns and transitions to help you master the song
smoothly.

2. Mastering "We Fall Down": Guitar Chords and Techniques
Focus on perfecting your guitar skills with this comprehensive guide to "We
Fall Down." The book covers chord variations, finger positioning, and
advanced strumming techniques to enhance your performance. It also offers
practice exercises to build muscle memory and confidence.

3. The Ultimate "We Fall Down" Guitar Chord Songbook
This songbook compiles various versions of "We Fall Down" chords arranged for
different skill levels. Whether you’re a beginner or intermediate player,
you’ll find chord charts, lyrics, and tips for playing the song in multiple
styles. It’s a great resource for expanding your repertoire.

4. Worship Guitar: Playing "We Fall Down" with Heart
Designed for worship leaders and guitarists, this book focuses on the
emotional expression behind playing "We Fall Down." It includes chord charts,
suggested capo placements, and guidance on dynamics and rhythm to create a
heartfelt worship experience. Bonus sections cover song arrangement ideas.

5. Chord Progressions in "We Fall Down" and Similar Worship Songs
Explore the chord progressions used in "We Fall Down" and other popular
worship songs in this analytical guide. The book explains the theory behind
the chords and how they evoke emotion. It’s perfect for guitarists looking to
understand and create worship music arrangements.

6. Acoustic Guitar Essentials: Playing "We Fall Down"
This book focuses on playing "We Fall Down" on acoustic guitar, emphasizing
tone, fingerpicking patterns, and rhythm. It offers detailed chord charts and
practice routines to help you achieve a clean and expressive sound. Great for
acoustic players aiming to enhance their worship setlists.

7. Learn "We Fall Down" Guitar Chords with Video Lessons
Accompanied by online video tutorials, this book guides you through learning
the chords for "We Fall Down." The combination of written instruction and
visual demonstrations makes it easier to grasp chord shapes and strumming.
It’s an excellent resource for self-paced learners.



8. Fingerstyle Guitar Arrangements of "We Fall Down"
For guitarists interested in fingerstyle playing, this book offers unique
arrangements of "We Fall Down." It breaks down the song into fingerpicked
patterns, combining melody and harmony on the guitar. This approach adds a
rich texture to your playing and is suitable for intermediate players.

9. Worship Songs Guitar Collection: "We Fall Down" and More
This collection features "We Fall Down" alongside other popular worship
songs, with complete chord charts and lyrics. It’s designed to help
guitarists build a versatile worship playlist. The book also includes tips on
transitioning smoothly between songs during worship sets.
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