
we can do it poster history

we can do it poster history traces one of the most iconic images of American wartime propaganda back to its
roots. This poster, featuring a determined woman flexing her arm beneath the phrase "We Can Do It!", has
transcended its original purpose to become a powerful symbol of female empowerment and labor during
World War II. Understanding the we can do it poster history involves exploring its creation, the context of
its release, its rediscovery decades later, and its cultural impact. The poster was initially designed in 1943 to
boost worker morale and productivity in wartime factories. Although it was not widely seen during the
war itself, its revival in the 1980s propelled it into popular culture, embodying feminist ideals and
resilience. This article will provide a comprehensive overview of the we can do it poster history, including
its origins, original purpose, artistic background, and lasting legacy.
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Origins and Creation of the Poster

Design and Artist
The we can do it poster was created in 1943 by J. Howard Miller, an artist working for the Westinghouse
Electric Corporation. Commissioned by the company’s War Production Coordinating Committee, the poster
was part of a series aimed at boosting employee morale. Miller’s design depicts a woman, commonly
thought to be a factory worker, wearing a red and white polka-dotted bandana and rolling up her sleeve to
flex her arm muscle. The bright yellow background and bold text were chosen to grab attention quickly
within the workplace.



Historical Context
The poster was produced during World War II, a period when millions of American men were enlisted in
the armed forces. This created a labor shortage in industries critical to the war effort, including
manufacturing and production lines. Women were actively recruited to fill these roles, resulting in a
significant shift in gender roles within the workforce. The we can do it poster was intended to encourage
women to join the labor force, embrace their new responsibilities, and maintain high productivity levels.

Purpose and Initial Reception

Intended Audience and Usage
Unlike popular belief, the we can do it poster was not initially created as a public recruitment tool but
rather as an internal motivational poster for Westinghouse employees. It was displayed in factories and
workplaces to improve morale among workers during intense wartime production schedules. The poster’s
focus was on fostering a spirit of determination and solidarity among female factory workers, helping to
sustain output during a critical period.

Limited Exposure During WWII
Despite its powerful message, the we can do it poster was not widely distributed or seen by the general
public during World War II. It was one of many posters produced by various companies and government
agencies aimed at different audiences. The poster’s limited exposure meant that it did not achieve
significant recognition or iconic status at the time. Instead, other images, such as the “Rosie the Riveter”
campaign, became more widely associated with women in wartime factories.

Rediscovery and Cultural Revival

Post-War Obscurity
After the war, the we can do it poster faded into relative obscurity. It was largely forgotten by the public
and historians alike, overshadowed by other wartime imagery and narratives. The poster remained part of
the Westinghouse archives and was rarely reproduced or referenced in post-war media or history books.



Revival in the 1980s
The resurgence of the we can do it poster began in the early 1980s when it was rediscovered by feminist
groups and historians interested in the role of women during World War II. The image was repurposed as
a symbol of female empowerment and resilience, aligning with the feminist movement’s goals during that
era. The poster was widely reproduced on T-shirts, magazines, and other media, becoming an emblem of
women’s strength and capability.

Symbolism and Impact on Feminism

Representation of Female Empowerment
The we can do it poster has come to symbolize not only the contributions of women during wartime but
also broader themes of gender equality and empowerment. The image’s confident pose and determined
expression convey strength, independence, and capability. Feminist movements have embraced the poster
as a rallying point for women’s rights and workplace equality, celebrating the historical shift it represents.

Myths and Misconceptions
Despite its iconic status, several myths surround the we can do it poster history. One common
misconception is that the woman depicted is "Rosie the Riveter," a fictional character representing female
factory workers. However, the we can do it poster was originally unrelated to the Rosie character and
served a different purpose. Additionally, the poster was not widely seen during the war, contradicting the
belief that it was a major propaganda tool at the time.

Misidentification as Rosie the Riveter

Assumed widespread wartime use contrary to facts

Modern reinterpretation as feminist icon

Original intent as internal morale booster



The Poster’s Legacy in Modern Times

Continued Popularity and Usage
Today, the we can do it poster remains a powerful cultural icon. It is frequently used in campaigns
promoting women’s rights, labor movements, and historical education. The image has been adapted and
parodied in various artistic and commercial contexts, demonstrating its lasting appeal and relevance.
Museums, documentaries, and educational programs often feature the poster as part of discussions on World
War II and women’s history.

Commercial and Educational Impact
The poster’s widespread recognition has led to its use in merchandise, advertising, and public awareness
initiatives. Its presence in textbooks and exhibitions helps educate new generations about the significant
contributions of women during wartime and the evolution of gender roles in American society. The we
can do it poster history illustrates how visual communication can shape cultural memory and inspire social
change over time.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the historical significance of the 'We Can Do It!' poster?
The 'We Can Do It!' poster, created during World War II, was designed to boost worker morale and
encourage women to join the workforce in support of the war effort.

Who created the 'We Can Do It!' poster and when?
The poster was created by J. Howard Miller in 1943 as part of a campaign for Westinghouse Electric to
motivate female workers.

Was the 'We Can Do It!' poster originally associated with the name 'Rosie
the Riveter'?
No, the poster was not originally called 'Rosie the Riveter.' The iconic figure became associated with Rosie
later as part of a broader cultural movement celebrating women workers.



What was the main purpose of the 'We Can Do It!' poster during World
War II?
Its main purpose was to encourage women to work in factories and shipyards to support the war effort
while men were fighting overseas.

How did the 'We Can Do It!' poster become a feminist symbol?
In the 1980s and beyond, the poster was rediscovered and embraced as a symbol of female empowerment
and gender equality.

Who is depicted in the 'We Can Do It!' poster?
The poster features a strong, confident woman wearing a red polka-dot bandana and a blue work shirt,
representing the idealized wartime female worker.

Was the 'We Can Do It!' poster widely seen during World War II?
No, the poster was displayed only for a short time and was not widely seen by the public during the war.

How has the 'We Can Do It!' poster influenced popular culture?
It has inspired countless adaptations in art, advertising, and political movements as a symbol of strength and
empowerment.

What industries were women encouraged to work in as a result of the
'We Can Do It!' campaign?
Women were encouraged to work in manufacturing industries, including aircraft, shipbuilding, and
munitions factories.

Where can one see the original 'We Can Do It!' poster today?
Original prints of the poster are held in museums such as the National Archives and the Library of
Congress.

Additional Resources
1. "Rosie the Riveter: Women Working on the Home Front in World War II"
This book explores the cultural icon of Rosie the Riveter, who symbolized the women who entered the
workforce during World War II. It provides historical context about the "We Can Do It!" poster and how it



became a symbol of female empowerment. The author highlights personal stories of women who worked
in factories and shipyards, contributing to the war effort.

2. "We Can Do It!: The Poster That Inspired a Movement"
Focused specifically on the famous "We Can Do It!" poster, this book delves into its creation by J. Howard
Miller and its impact over time. It examines how the image was rediscovered in the 1980s and became an
emblem of feminism and women's rights. The book also analyzes the poster’s visual elements and its place
in American wartime propaganda.

3. "Women’s Work: The Story of Rosie the Riveter"
This volume tells the story of women’s unprecedented entry into industrial labor during World War II. It
details the government campaigns encouraging women to join the workforce, including the origins of the
"We Can Do It!" poster. The book also discusses the challenges women faced and their contributions to the
war effort and society.

4. "Victory Girls: Women of the Home Front in World War II"
This book offers an in-depth look at the roles women played on the home front during World War II,
including industrial labor, military service, and community support. It contextualizes the "We Can Do It!"
poster within broader efforts to mobilize women. Rich with photographs and firsthand accounts, the book
captures the spirit and struggles of wartime women.

5. "Poster Girl: The Life and Legacy of J. Howard Miller’s Iconic Image"
A biography of the artist J. Howard Miller, this book uncovers the story behind the creation of the "We
Can Do It!" poster. It explores Miller’s career and the industrial setting in which the poster was produced.
The narrative also traces the image’s journey from a wartime morale booster to a modern feminist symbol.

6. "American Women in World War II: The 'We Can Do It!' Generation"
This comprehensive history covers the diverse experiences of American women during World War II.
The book highlights how the "We Can Do It!" poster epitomized the era’s changing gender roles. It includes
discussions on military service, factory work, and post-war impacts on women’s rights.

7. "The Iconography of Empowerment: Analyzing the 'We Can Do It!' Poster"
A scholarly analysis of the symbolism and cultural significance of the "We Can Do It!" poster. This book
explores themes of empowerment, propaganda, and gender politics in wartime America. It situates the
poster within the larger framework of visual culture and feminist history.

8. "From Factory Floor to Feminist Icon: The Evolution of Rosie the Riveter"
This book traces the transformation of Rosie the Riveter from a wartime labor symbol to a lasting icon of
women's empowerment. It discusses the "We Can Do It!" poster’s role in this evolution and how
perceptions of Rosie have changed over decades. The author also examines feminist reinterpretations and
popular culture adaptations.

9. "Mobilizing Women: The Home Front Campaigns of World War II"



Detailing government and corporate efforts to recruit women for wartime work, this book places the "We
Can Do It!" poster within a larger campaign of home front mobilization. It analyzes advertising, propaganda,
and social attitudes toward working women. The book provides insight into the successes and limitations of
these campaigns in reshaping gender norms.
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