
van morrison chords and lyrics

van morrison chords and lyrics have captivated music enthusiasts and guitar players around the
world for decades. Known for his soulful voice and masterful songwriting, Van Morrison’s compositions
blend folk, blues, jazz, and rock, making his songs timeless classics. This article explores popular Van
Morrison songs, providing detailed chords and lyrics for musicians aiming to replicate his distinctive
sound. Understanding the structure of his music, common chord progressions, and lyrical themes will
enhance the ability to perform his work authentically. Whether a beginner or advanced guitarist,
learning Van Morrison chords and lyrics offers valuable insight into songwriting and arrangement. This
comprehensive guide also discusses techniques to capture the essence of Van Morrison’s style in your
playing. The following content is organized to facilitate easy navigation through his most iconic songs
and musical approaches.

Popular Van Morrison Songs: Chords and Lyrics

Common Chord Progressions in Van Morrison’s Music

Techniques for Playing Van Morrison’s Guitar Style

Analyzing Themes in Van Morrison’s Lyrics

Resources and Tips for Mastering Van Morrison Songs

Popular Van Morrison Songs: Chords and Lyrics
Van Morrison’s extensive catalog includes numerous songs that have become staples for guitarists
worldwide. Learning the chords and lyrics of his most famous pieces provides a strong foundation in
his musical style. Below are some of his best-known songs along with their chord structures and lyrics
sections to facilitate practice and performance.

“Brown Eyed Girl” Chords and Lyrics
One of Van Morrison’s most recognized songs, “Brown Eyed Girl,” features straightforward chord
progressions that are accessible to players of various skill levels.

Intro/Verse Chords: G, C, G, D

Chorus Chords: C, D, G, Em, C, D, G

Sample lyrics:

Hey, where did we go



Days when the rains came

Down in the hollow

Playing a new game...

“Moondance” Chords and Lyrics
“Moondance” is notable for its jazzy chord changes and rhythmic complexity. The song employs minor
and major chords that create its signature mood.

Main Chords: Am7, D7, Gmaj7, Fmaj7, Em7

Sample lyrics:

Well, it’s a marvelous night for a moondance

With the stars up above in your eyes...

“Into the Mystic” Chords and Lyrics
“Into the Mystic” offers a soulful melody combined with a simple yet evocative chord progression,
ideal for acoustic guitar players.

Chord Progression: G, D, Em, C

Sample lyrics:

We were born before the wind

Also younger than the sun

Ere the bonnie boat was won as we sailed into the mystic...

Common Chord Progressions in Van Morrison’s Music
Van Morrison’s songs often utilize classic chord progressions enriched with modal interchange and
jazz influences. Recognizing these patterns helps musicians anticipate changes and replicate his
sound effectively.

Standard Progressions
Many Van Morrison songs rely on variations of the I-IV-V progression, a staple in blues and rock music,
often embellished with seventh chords for added color.



I-IV-V (e.g., G-C-D)

I-vi-IV-V (e.g., C-Am-F-G)

ii-V-I jazz turnaround (e.g., Dm7-G7-Cmaj7)

Use of Seventh and Extended Chords
Seventh chords such as major 7ths, dominant 7ths, and minor 7ths feature prominently in his work,
giving his songs a smooth and soulful character.

Major 7th chords (e.g., Gmaj7, Fmaj7)

Dominant 7th chords (e.g., D7, A7)

Minor 7th chords (e.g., Em7, Am7)

Techniques for Playing Van Morrison’s Guitar Style
Van Morrison’s guitar style combines rhythmic strumming, fingerpicking, and subtle embellishments
that complement his vocal delivery. Mastering these techniques is essential for an authentic
performance.

Rhythmic Strumming Patterns
His songs often use syncopated strumming patterns that emphasize off-beats, creating a groove that
supports his soulful voice. Practicing with a metronome helps internalize these rhythms.

Fingerpicking and Arpeggios
In songs like “Moondance,” fingerpicking adds texture and complexity. Using arpeggios to outline
chord tones enhances musicality and depth.

Use of Dynamics and Muting
Dynamic control and palm muting are techniques Van Morrison’s guitarists use to add expression.
Softening the attack or selectively muting strings can replicate his understated style.



Analyzing Themes in Van Morrison’s Lyrics
The lyrical content of Van Morrison’s music is rich with spiritual, romantic, and nostalgic themes.
Understanding these elements enriches interpretation and performance.

Spiritual and Mystical Imagery
Many songs include references to transcendence and nature, as heard in “Into the Mystic” and “Astral
Weeks,” reflecting Van Morrison’s interest in spirituality.

Romantic and Nostalgic Elements
Love, longing, and reminiscence are central themes, especially in songs like “Brown Eyed Girl” and
“Crazy Love,” which evoke emotional connections through simple yet powerful lyrics.

Storytelling and Personal Reflection
His lyrics often tell stories or share personal reflections, blending poetic language with accessible
narratives that resonate broadly with listeners.

Resources and Tips for Mastering Van Morrison Songs
Learning Van Morrison chords and lyrics requires dedicated practice and reliable resources. Employing
various methods will facilitate skill development and song mastery.

Recommended Learning Materials

Official songbooks featuring accurate chords and lyrics

Instructional videos focusing on Van Morrison’s guitar techniques

Backing tracks to practice timing and improvisation

Practice Strategies
Breaking songs into sections, practicing chord transitions slowly, and singing along help integrate
chord knowledge with vocal phrasing. Recording practice sessions can also provide valuable
feedback.



Engaging with the Music Community
Joining online forums, attending workshops, or participating in jam sessions can offer support and
inspiration for those learning Van Morrison’s repertoire.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the most common chords used in Van Morrison
songs?
Van Morrison frequently uses chords such as G, C, D, Em, and Am in his songs, often combining
simple chord progressions with soulful melodies.

Where can I find accurate Van Morrison lyrics and chords
online?
Accurate Van Morrison lyrics and chords can be found on websites like Ultimate Guitar, AZLyrics, and
official fan sites, which offer user-submitted and verified content.

How do I play 'Brown Eyed Girl' by Van Morrison on guitar?
'Brown Eyed Girl' is typically played with the chords G, C, D, and Em. The song features a catchy
progression and a classic strumming pattern, making it great for beginners.

Are there any official songbooks available for Van Morrison's
chords and lyrics?
Yes, there are official Van Morrison songbooks available that include chords, tablatures, and lyrics,
which can be purchased online or at music stores.

Can I find chords and lyrics for Van Morrison's lesser-known
songs?
Yes, many fan sites and chord websites have collections including lesser-known Van Morrison songs,
although the accuracy may vary, so cross-referencing multiple sources is recommended.

What tuning does Van Morrison typically use for his guitar
songs?
Van Morrison generally uses standard tuning (E A D G B e) for his guitar songs, but some tracks may
feature alternate tunings; checking specific song tutorials can help clarify.



How can I improve my guitar playing to better replicate Van
Morrison's style?
To replicate Van Morrison's style, focus on mastering chord transitions, fingerpicking patterns, and
soulful vocal phrasing, as well as listening closely to his recordings for dynamics and rhythm.

Are there any video tutorials for learning Van Morrison chords
and lyrics?
Yes, many video tutorials on platforms like YouTube offer step-by-step guides to playing Van Morrison
songs, including chords and lyrics, which can be very helpful for visual learners.

Additional Resources
1. Van Morrison: The Ultimate Chord & Lyric Songbook
This comprehensive songbook features a wide selection of Van Morrison’s most popular songs,
complete with accurate chords and lyrics. It is designed for musicians of all skill levels, offering clear
chord diagrams and easy-to-follow lyrics. The book covers classics like "Brown Eyed Girl" and
"Moondance," making it a valuable resource for fans and performers alike.

2. Van Morrison – Complete Chord & Lyric Collection
A detailed collection that compiles all of Van Morrison’s hits along with lesser-known tracks, this book
provides chords, lyrics, and useful performance notes. It is ideal for guitarists looking to expand their
repertoire with authentic arrangements. The inclusion of song background information adds depth to
the learning experience.

3. The Lyrics and Chords of Van Morrison
Focused on the poetic side of Van Morrison’s music, this book pairs insightful lyric analysis with chord
progressions for each song. It offers musicians a chance to understand the emotional context behind
the music while practicing their chord changes. Perfect for those who appreciate the fusion of lyricism
and musicianship.

4. Van Morrison: Guitar Chord Songbook
This guitar-centric songbook emphasizes chord shapes and transitions used by Van Morrison in his
recordings. It breaks down complex songs into manageable parts, making it accessible for
intermediate players. The book also includes tips on strumming patterns and fingerpicking techniques
inspired by Morrison’s style.

5. Van Morrison Anthology: Chords, Lyrics, and Tabs
A rich anthology that combines chord charts, lyrics, and tablature for guitarists of all levels. It spans
Van Morrison’s career, showcasing his evolution as a songwriter and musician. The tabs provide extra
detail for those interested in replicating his unique guitar voicings.

6. Van Morrison: Songbook for Voice and Guitar
Designed for singers and guitarists, this book presents Van Morrison’s songs with vocal melodies,
chords, and lyrics. It helps performers capture the essence of his soulful voice while accompanying
themselves on guitar. The format encourages live performance and personal interpretation.



7. Van Morrison: The Chord Bible
An extensive guide to the chords used across Van Morrison’s discography, this book serves as both a
reference and practice manual. It categorizes songs by difficulty and style, helping players gradually
build their skills. The chord charts are clear and include alternative fingerings for different skill levels.

8. Van Morrison: Lyrics and Guitar Chords Explained
This book goes beyond the basics by providing detailed explanations of the chords and lyrical themes
in Van Morrison’s songs. It’s perfect for musicians interested in songwriting and understanding song
structure. Each chapter breaks down a song to reveal its musical and poetic components.

9. Van Morrison: Essential Songs with Chords and Lyrics
A curated collection of Van Morrison’s essential tracks with easy-to-read chords and complete lyrics.
This book is ideal for beginners and casual players who want to learn his most iconic songs quickly. It
includes helpful practice tips and suggested strumming patterns to get started.
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