
un security council resolution 242
un security council resolution 242 is a landmark United Nations Security Council
resolution adopted in the aftermath of the Six-Day War in June 1967. It has played a
pivotal role in Middle Eastern diplomacy and continues to influence peace negotiations
between Israel and its Arab neighbors. The resolution outlines principles aimed at
achieving a just and lasting peace in the region, including the withdrawal of Israeli forces
from territories occupied during the conflict and the recognition of every state's right to
live in peace within secure and recognized boundaries. This article provides a
comprehensive overview of UN Security Council Resolution 242, exploring its historical
context, key provisions, interpretations, and impact on international relations and peace
efforts in the Middle East. Additionally, the article examines the controversies and
challenges surrounding the resolution’s implementation and its relevance in contemporary
geopolitics.
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Historical Context and Adoption of Resolution
242
The origins of UN Security Council Resolution 242 are deeply linked to the Six-Day War,
which took place from June 5 to June 10, 1967. This conflict saw Israel fighting against
Egypt, Jordan, and Syria, resulting in a swift Israeli victory and significant territorial
gains. The aftermath of the war created urgent international concern over the stability of
the region and the prospects for lasting peace.

In response to the conflict and its consequences, the United Nations Security Council
convened to draft a resolution that would set the framework for peace negotiations. On
November 22, 1967, Resolution 242 was unanimously adopted. The resolution sought to
address the complex issues arising from the war, including territorial disputes, security
concerns, and the rights of states involved. It represented a diplomatic effort to balance
the need for Israeli security with the Arab states’ demands for sovereignty and territorial
integrity.

The drafting process was influenced by various geopolitical interests and the involvement
of key international actors, including the United States, the Soviet Union, and the United
Kingdom. The resolution was designed to serve as a foundation for negotiations aimed at
resolving the Arab-Israeli conflict comprehensively.



Key Provisions of UN Security Council Resolution
242
UN Security Council Resolution 242 is structured around several fundamental principles
intended to guide peace efforts in the Middle East. The resolution’s language is
deliberately measured and diplomatic, reflecting the complex realities on the ground and
the varied interests of the Security Council members.

Withdrawal of Israeli Armed Forces
One of the most critical elements of Resolution 242 is the call for the withdrawal of Israeli
armed forces from territories occupied during the recent conflict. The resolution states the
necessity of “withdrawal of Israeli armed forces from territories occupied in the recent
conflict” without specifying exact borders or territories. This phrasing has been central to
many debates regarding the extent and conditions of withdrawal.

Termination of All Claims or States of Belligerency
The resolution emphasizes the need for “termination of all claims or states of belligerency”
and respect for and acknowledgment of the sovereignty, territorial integrity, and political
independence of every state in the area. This provision underscores the principle of
peaceful coexistence between Israel and its neighboring states.

Freedom of Navigation and Secure Boundaries
Resolution 242 also calls for the freedom of navigation through international waterways in
the region and stresses the importance of establishing secure and recognized boundaries
free from threats or acts of force. These provisions aim to ensure regional stability and
security for all parties involved.

Refugee Problem
While the resolution does not explicitly address the Palestinian refugee issue in detail, it
calls for a just settlement of the refugee problem, acknowledging its significance in the
broader context of peace negotiations.

Summary of Key Provisions

Withdrawal of Israeli forces from occupied territories

Termination of all claims and belligerency states

Respect for sovereignty and territorial integrity

Freedom of navigation through international waterways

Just settlement of the refugee problem



Interpretations and Controversies
UN Security Council Resolution 242 has been subject to varying interpretations, leading to
significant controversy and debate among the parties involved and the international
community. The ambiguity in the resolution’s wording, especially regarding the extent of
Israeli withdrawal, has been a focal point of contention.

Interpretation of the Withdrawal Clause
The English version of the resolution states “withdrawal of Israeli armed forces from
territories occupied,” notably omitting the definite article “the” before “territories.” This
has been interpreted by Israel and some Western countries to mean withdrawal from
some, but not necessarily all, territories captured in 1967. In contrast, Arab states and
other international actors argue the resolution demands complete withdrawal from all
occupied territories.

Legal and Diplomatic Implications
This interpretative difference has influenced peace negotiations, ceasefire agreements,
and international diplomatic efforts. The ambiguity has allowed Resolution 242 to serve as
a flexible framework but has also impeded definitive resolutions to territorial disputes. The
resolution’s legal status as a binding Security Council resolution under Chapter VI of the
UN Charter adds complexity to its enforcement and interpretation.

Impact on Arab-Israeli Relations
The resolution’s language has shaped the diplomatic discourse between Israel and Arab
states, influencing subsequent peace treaties, such as the Camp David Accords and the
Oslo Process. It has served both as a point of agreement and a source of dispute in
attempts to normalize relations and achieve comprehensive peace.

Impact on Middle East Peace Process
UN Security Council Resolution 242 has played an instrumental role in shaping the
trajectory of the Middle East peace process over the decades following its adoption. It has
provided a common reference point for negotiations and peace initiatives involving Israel
and its neighbors.

Framework for Negotiations
The resolution is often cited as the foundational document for peace talks, including
bilateral negotiations between Israel and Egypt, Jordan, and the Palestinians. Its
principles have been integrated into various agreements and declarations aimed at
resolving the longstanding conflict.



Role in Peace Treaties
Resolution 242’s emphasis on withdrawal and secure recognition of states underpinned
the 1979 Egypt-Israel Peace Treaty, which marked the first formal peace agreement
between Israel and an Arab country. The treaty implemented partial Israeli withdrawal
and established diplomatic relations, reflecting the resolution’s core tenets.

Challenges and Limitations
Despite its significance, the resolution has faced challenges in achieving a comprehensive
peace. Disputes over borders, security arrangements, refugee rights, and mutual
recognition have persisted. The resolution’s lack of specificity and the evolving
geopolitical landscape have also limited its efficacy in resolving all aspects of the Arab-
Israeli conflict.

Legacy and Contemporary Relevance
More than five decades after its adoption, UN Security Council Resolution 242 remains a
cornerstone of international efforts to resolve the Arab-Israeli conflict. Its legacy is
reflected in ongoing diplomatic initiatives, United Nations resolutions, and international
discourse on Middle Eastern peace.

Continued Diplomatic Reference
The resolution continues to be referenced by states, international organizations, and peace
negotiators as a basis for dialogue and conflict resolution. It provides a framework that
balances territorial considerations with security and recognition issues, which remain
central to the conflict.

Influence on International Law and Policy
Resolution 242 has influenced international law principles concerning territorial
acquisition, self-defense, and the prohibition of the use of force. It has also shaped U.S.
and UN policies towards the Middle East, guiding diplomatic strategies and peacekeeping
efforts.

Ongoing Challenges
Despite its enduring importance, the resolution has not resolved the core disputes in the
Middle East. Issues such as the status of Jerusalem, Israeli settlements, Palestinian
statehood, and security concerns continue to challenge peace efforts. The resolution’s
principles, however, remain integral to any viable solution and negotiations moving
forward.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is United Nations Security Council Resolution
242?
UN Security Council Resolution 242, adopted on November 22, 1967, calls for the
withdrawal of Israeli armed forces from territories occupied in the Six-Day War and the
recognition of every state in the area's right to live in peace within secure and recognized
boundaries.

Why was Resolution 242 significant in the Arab-Israeli
conflict?
Resolution 242 was significant because it established the principles for a peaceful
settlement after the 1967 Six-Day War, emphasizing withdrawal from occupied territories
and the acknowledgment of all states' sovereignty, which became a foundation for
subsequent peace negotiations.

What are the main principles outlined in Resolution
242?
The main principles include the withdrawal of Israeli forces from territories occupied in
the 1967 conflict, the termination of all claims or states of belligerency, and the respect
for the sovereignty, territorial integrity, and political independence of every state in the
region.

How has Resolution 242 been interpreted differently by
Israel and Arab states?
Israel has interpreted Resolution 242 as not requiring withdrawal from all occupied
territories, emphasizing secure and recognized boundaries, while Arab states have viewed
it as demanding complete Israeli withdrawal from all territories occupied in 1967.

What role did Resolution 242 play in subsequent peace
efforts?
Resolution 242 served as a cornerstone for peace negotiations, including the Camp David
Accords and the Oslo Accords, providing a framework for addressing territorial disputes
and mutual recognition between Israel and its neighbors.

Does Resolution 242 mention the status of Jerusalem?
Resolution 242 does not explicitly mention Jerusalem; it focuses on withdrawal from
territories and the recognition of all states' sovereignty without specifying the status of
Jerusalem, which remains a contentious issue.



Has Resolution 242 been fully implemented?
Resolution 242 has not been fully implemented, as disputes over the extent of Israeli
withdrawal and the recognition of borders continue, making it a reference point rather
than a fully resolved agreement in the Arab-Israeli conflict.

Additional Resources
1. Resolving the Arab-Israeli Conflict: The Impact of UN Security Council Resolution 242
This book offers a comprehensive analysis of Resolution 242, adopted after the 1967 Six-
Day War, focusing on its role in shaping peace efforts in the Middle East. It examines the
resolution's call for withdrawal of Israeli armed forces from territories occupied in the
conflict and the recognition of every state's right to live in peace. The author explores the
diplomatic challenges and interpretations that have influenced subsequent negotiations.

2. The Genesis of Resolution 242: Diplomacy, War, and the Quest for Peace
Focusing on the historical context that led to the adoption of Resolution 242, this book
delves into the Six-Day War and the immediate diplomatic efforts to establish peace. It
highlights the roles of key international actors, including the United States, Britain, and
the United Nations. The narrative traces how the language of the resolution was crafted to
balance competing interests and ambiguities.

3. UN Security Council Resolution 242: Legal Perspectives and Political Implications
This volume provides a detailed legal analysis of Resolution 242, scrutinizing its language
and implications under international law. It discusses the interpretations of the resolution
regarding withdrawal from occupied territories and the principle of inadmissibility of
acquiring land by war. The book also addresses how the resolution has influenced peace
treaties and international negotiations in the Middle East.

4. Peace in the Middle East: The Role of Resolution 242 in Arab-Israeli Negotiations
This work explores the central role of Resolution 242 in various peace processes between
Israel and its Arab neighbors, including the Camp David Accords and Oslo Agreements. It
assesses how different parties have used or contested the resolution's provisions to
advance their interests. The book also provides insights into ongoing challenges and
prospects for peace in the region.

5. Interpreting Security Council Resolution 242: Ambiguities and Consequences
This book investigates the often contested phraseology within Resolution 242, especially
the ambiguity around "withdrawal from territories." It analyzes how these ambiguities
have affected diplomatic relations and peace negotiations. The author offers critical
perspectives on how differing interpretations have prolonged conflict and complicated
peace efforts.

6. The United Nations and the Arab-Israeli Conflict: From Resolution 242 to Today
Covering the broader role of the UN in the Arab-Israeli conflict, this book situates
Resolution 242 within decades of UN diplomacy and peacekeeping efforts. It discusses the
successes and limitations of UN resolutions and missions in the region. The narrative
provides an overview of how Resolution 242 continues to influence international responses
to the conflict.



7. Negotiating Peace: The Political Legacy of UN Security Council Resolution 242
This book analyzes the political ramifications of Resolution 242 on Middle Eastern
diplomacy, focusing on its influence on negotiations between Israel and Arab states. It
explores the resolution's impact on subsequent treaties and peace initiatives. The author
evaluates the resolution's role in shaping the strategic calculations of regional and global
powers.

8. Resolution 242 and the Quest for Justice in the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict
This title examines Resolution 242 from the perspective of justice and human rights,
particularly in relation to Palestinian claims. It discusses how the resolution addresses
issues of territorial sovereignty, refugees, and security. The book also critiques the
international community's response to these issues in the decades following the resolution.

9. From War to Peace: The Diplomatic History of UN Security Council Resolution 242
This historical account traces the diplomatic journey from the 1967 war through the
adoption of Resolution 242 and its aftermath. It highlights the key negotiations, debates,
and political maneuvers that shaped the resolution. The book provides a detailed timeline
of events and assesses the long-term impact on Middle East peace efforts.
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