
three identical strangers questions and
answers

three identical strangers questions and answers provide an insightful exploration into the
fascinating and complex story of the documentary "Three Identical Strangers." This film uncovers the
extraordinary case of triplets separated at birth and reunited by chance, revealing profound ethical
dilemmas and the impact of nature versus nurture. The following article addresses the most
frequently asked questions about the documentary, its background, and the broader implications it
presents. By examining these three identical strangers questions and answers, readers gain a deeper
understanding of the circumstances surrounding the triplets’ separation, the psychological and social
consequences, and the controversy involving adoption agencies. This comprehensive analysis also
sheds light on the documentary’s production, reception, and the ongoing debates it has sparked. The
article is structured to provide clear, detailed responses, helping to clarify many aspects of this
remarkable true story.
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Background and Overview of Three Identical Strangers
The documentary "Three Identical Strangers" tells the unbelievable story of three identical triplets
separated at birth and adopted by different families. The film reveals how the three men—Robert
Shafran, Eddy Galland, and David Kellman—discovered each other accidentally at age 19. Their
reunion quickly became a media sensation, but the story took a darker turn as the reasons for their
separation emerged. The documentary highlights issues regarding adoption practices in the 1960s
and the secret study conducted on the triplets without their knowledge. This section provides a
foundational understanding of the film’s premise and historical context.

Origins of the Documentary
The documentary was directed by Tim Wardle and released in 2018. It combines interviews, archival
footage, and news reports to explore the triplets’ story and the controversial adoption study. The film



received critical acclaim for its compelling storytelling and ethical inquiry. It brought widespread
attention to the triplets’ experiences and raised questions about the responsibilities of adoption
agencies and researchers.

Key Themes and Messages
The film addresses themes such as identity, family, and the ethical boundaries of scientific research.
It also delves into the psychological trauma caused by separation and the lifelong effects on the
triplets. The documentary uses the triplets’ story to challenge viewers to consider how genetics and
environment shape human development.

The Triplets’ Separation and Reunion
The triplets were born in 1961 and separated shortly afterward by the Louise Wise adoption agency in
New York. Each was placed with different adoptive parents who were unaware of the children’s
siblings. Their chance reunion occurred when Robert Shafran enrolled at a community college and
was mistaken for Eddy Galland, who was already a student there. This section explores the
circumstances of their separation and the immediate aftermath of their reunion.

Reasons for Separation
The Louise Wise adoption agency separated the triplets intentionally as part of a secret study on
nature versus nurture. The agency placed the boys in families with varying socioeconomic
backgrounds to observe their development. The adoptive parents were never informed that their child
had identical siblings. This unethical practice was kept hidden for years and later became a central
controversy in the documentary.

The Reunion Experience
After meeting, the triplets quickly bonded and gained significant media attention. Their striking
physical similarities and shared mannerisms fascinated the public. Despite their different upbringings,
they found common interests and a deep connection. However, the reunion also brought challenges,
as they faced the reality of their separation and the implications of the secret study.

Ethical Issues Explored in the Documentary
The documentary raises numerous ethical questions surrounding the triplets’ separation and the
secret scientific study conducted by the adoption agency. It examines the responsibilities of adoption
agencies and researchers in protecting the rights of children and families. This section analyzes the
ethical concerns highlighted by the film.



Deceptive Adoption Practices
Separating siblings without parental consent or knowledge violates fundamental ethical principles.
The Louise Wise agency’s decision to conduct a covert study on the triplets’ development breached
informed consent standards. The adoptive families were deceived, and the children were deprived of
the opportunity to grow up together. This deception is a primary ethical issue emphasized in the
documentary.

Scientific Responsibility and Accountability
The study aimed to explore genetic and environmental influences but disregarded the well-being of
the children. The researchers failed to consider the psychological harm caused by the separation. The
documentary challenges the morality of using human subjects without transparency and
accountability. It also questions the oversight and regulatory mechanisms that allowed such a study
to proceed.

Nature Versus Nurture Debate
One of the central themes of "Three Identical Strangers" is the nature versus nurture debate, which
explores whether genetics or environment has a greater influence on human development. The
triplets’ story provides a unique case study because of their identical genetics but differing
upbringings. This section discusses how the documentary contributes to this ongoing scientific and
philosophical discussion.

Genetic Similarities
The triplets exhibited remarkable similarities in personality, preferences, and habits, despite being
raised separately. Their shared genetics were evident in their physical appearance and behavioral
traits. This aspect supports the argument for the strong influence of nature in shaping individuals.

Environmental Differences
Despite their genetic similarities, the triplets’ different socioeconomic environments led to distinct life
experiences and challenges. The documentary highlights how nurture impacted their emotional
health, education, and social relationships. This complexity illustrates the intertwined roles of genetics
and environment in development.

Impact on the Triplets’ Lives
The separation and reunion had profound effects on the triplets’ physical and mental health, family
dynamics, and personal identities. The documentary portrays the long-term consequences of their
experience. This section details the various impacts the triplets endured over time.



Mental Health Challenges
The triplets faced significant psychological struggles, including depression and anxiety. The
knowledge of their separation and the secret study contributed to emotional distress. Tragically, one
of the brothers, Eddy Galland, died by suicide years after the reunion, highlighting the deep scars left
by their early experiences.

Family Relationships
Reuniting with biological siblings affected the triplets’ sense of identity and belonging. They had to
navigate complex family relationships, balancing their adoptive families and newfound biological
connections. The documentary shows both the joy and turmoil that accompanied these changes.

Documentary Production and Reception
"Three Identical Strangers" was produced with an emphasis on investigative storytelling and ethical
inquiry. This section reviews the production background, critical reception, and cultural impact of the
documentary.

Filmmaking Approach
Director Tim Wardle used a combination of interviews, archival footage, and media reports to
construct a compelling narrative. The film’s pacing and emotional depth engage viewers while
encouraging reflection on ethical and scientific issues. The approach balances storytelling with factual
examination.

Critical and Public Response
The documentary received widespread acclaim for its gripping narrative and thought-provoking
content. It sparked renewed interest in adoption ethics and psychological research methodologies.
Critics praised its ability to raise awareness and inspire discussions about family, identity, and
morality.

Frequently Asked Questions
This section addresses common inquiries related to the documentary and the triplets’ story, providing
concise answers to enhance understanding.

Why were the triplets separated at birth?1.
The triplets were separated as part of a secret study by the Louise Wise adoption agency to
observe the effects of nature versus nurture.



Did the triplets know about each other before the reunion?2.
No, the triplets were unaware of each other until they accidentally reunited at age 19.

Was the study ethical?3.
The study is widely considered unethical due to the lack of informed consent and the
psychological harm caused by separating siblings.

What happened to the triplets after the reunion?4.
They initially enjoyed their newfound relationship but faced mental health challenges and
complex family dynamics; one brother later died by suicide.

How did the documentary impact public opinion?5.
It raised awareness about adoption ethics and the nature versus nurture debate, sparking
discussions on scientific responsibility and family rights.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the documentary 'Three Identical Strangers' about?
The documentary 'Three Identical Strangers' tells the story of triplets who were separated at birth and
adopted by different families, only to discover each other by chance years later.

How were the triplets separated in 'Three Identical
Strangers'?
The triplets were separated as part of a secret scientific study that placed them in different adoptive
families to observe the effects of nature versus nurture.

What ethical issues does 'Three Identical Strangers' highlight?
The film raises ethical concerns about the lack of informed consent from the adoptive families and the
children themselves, as well as the psychological impact of the separation and deception.

Who directed the documentary 'Three Identical Strangers'?
'Three Identical Strangers' was directed by Tim Wardle.

What was the impact of the triplets’ reunion in 'Three
Identical Strangers'?
Their reunion attracted massive media attention and sparked public interest, but it also led to the
revelation of the controversial study that had separated them.



Are the triplets in 'Three Identical Strangers' still in contact
today?
As of the latest updates, the triplets remained in contact, though their relationships have faced
challenges due to the trauma and complexities revealed by their story.

What role does nature versus nurture play in the
documentary 'Three Identical Strangers'?
The documentary explores the nature versus nurture debate by showing how the identical triplets
developed similar traits despite being raised in different environments.

Where can I watch 'Three Identical Strangers'?
'Three Identical Strangers' is available on various streaming platforms such as Amazon Prime Video,
Hulu, and can also be rented or purchased on digital stores like iTunes and Google Play.

Additional Resources
1. Three Identical Strangers: The Hidden Truth
This book delves into the astonishing story of triplets separated at birth and reunited by chance. It
explores the ethical dilemmas surrounding adoption practices and the psychological impact on the
brothers. Readers gain insight into the complexities of nature versus nurture through detailed
interviews and expert analysis.

2. Separated by Design: The Adoption Experiment
Focusing on the controversial adoption agency behind the triplets' separation, this title uncovers the
secret research motivations that shaped their lives. It provides a critical look at scientific ethics and
the consequences for the children involved. The narrative includes legal battles and the ongoing
search for answers by the brothers and their families.

3. Identical Strangers: Nature, Nurture, and the Mystery of Human Behavior
This book examines the broader scientific questions raised by the triplets’ story, particularly the
debate between genetic inheritance and environmental influence. It combines personal stories with
psychological and genetic research to challenge common assumptions about identity. The author
discusses how identical twins and triplets contribute to our understanding of human development.

4. Lost and Found: The Journey of Identical Triplets
A deeply personal account that follows the emotional reunion and subsequent struggles of the three
brothers. It highlights their shared experiences and individual challenges as they navigate life after
decades apart. The book also addresses the impact of their story on adoption policies and public
awareness.

5. The Ethics of Separation: Adoption and Scientific Experimentation
This title investigates the moral questions raised by the triplets’ separation, focusing on the
intersection of adoption agencies and scientific research. It discusses historical context, legal
ramifications, and ethical principles surrounding human experimentation. The book calls for reforms
to protect vulnerable children in adoption systems.



6. Hidden in Plain Sight: The Untold Stories of Separated Siblings
Expanding beyond the famous triplets, this book shares stories of other siblings separated at birth or
adoption. It explores the psychological effects and the desire for connection experienced by these
individuals. The author advocates for greater transparency and support for families affected by
separation.

7. Twins and Triplets: Unraveling the Genetic Code
Focusing on the scientific aspects, this book explores the genetics behind identical multiples and what
their lives reveal about human biology. It includes case studies, including the famous triplets, to
illustrate how genetics and environment interact. The book is accessible to both scientific and general
audiences interested in genetics.

8. The Reunion Effect: Psychological Impact of Long-Lost Family Connections
This book analyzes the emotional and psychological consequences of reuniting with separated
siblings after many years. Using the triplets’ story as a case study, it examines identity, trauma, and
the challenges of rebuilding relationships. The author provides therapeutic insights and strategies for
coping with complex family dynamics.

9. Behind Closed Doors: Adoption Secrets and Family Lies
Delving into the secrecy that often surrounds adoption, this book uncovers hidden histories and the
impact of withheld information on adoptees. It features stories like that of the triplets to demonstrate
the profound effects of secrecy on identity and trust. The book advocates for openness and honesty in
adoption practices to foster healing and understanding.
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