
the writing on the wall comprehension
check
the writing on the wall comprehension check is an essential tool for
educators, students, and literature enthusiasts to assess understanding of
the biblical story and its various interpretations in literature and culture.
This comprehension check helps to reinforce key themes, characters, and
events surrounding the phrase "the writing on the wall," which originates
from the Book of Daniel in the Old Testament. By exploring the narrative,
symbolism, and significance, readers can gain deeper insights into its
meaning and application. This article provides a detailed guide to the
writing on the wall comprehension check, including background information,
common questions, and strategies for effective evaluation. It also discusses
ways to analyze the phrase's usage in modern contexts and literary works. The
following sections will assist in grasping the complexity of the story and
its relevance, helping readers to perform a thorough comprehension check.

Understanding the Origin of "The Writing on the Wall"

Key Themes and Symbolism in the Story

Common Questions in the Writing on the Wall Comprehension Check

Strategies for Effective Comprehension Assessment

Applications of the Phrase in Literature and Culture

Understanding the Origin of "The Writing on the
Wall"
The phrase "the writing on the wall" originates from the biblical Book of
Daniel, specifically Daniel chapter 5. It recounts a dramatic event during
the reign of King Belshazzar of Babylon. During a lavish feast, mysterious
writing appears on the palace wall, which none of the king’s wise men can
interpret. Daniel, a Jewish exile known for his wisdom, is summoned to
decipher the cryptic message. The writing foretells the imminent downfall of
Belshazzar’s kingdom, which occurs that very night. This story is
foundational to understanding the phrase’s connotation of impending doom or
unavoidable fate.



Historical Context of the Story
The narrative takes place in the 6th century BCE during the Babylonian
empire's decline. Belshazzar’s feast, marked by arrogance and sacrilege,
serves as a backdrop to the supernatural warning. This historical context is
crucial for a comprehensive understanding of the phrase and its implications
within the comprehension check.

Literal and Figurative Meanings
Literally, the writing on the wall refers to the actual script that appeared
during Belshazzar’s feast. Figuratively, it has come to symbolize an omen or
sign of inevitable failure or disaster. Recognizing this dual meaning is
vital for interpreting questions in the writing on the wall comprehension
check.

Key Themes and Symbolism in the Story
The writing on the wall story is rich with themes and symbolic elements that
enhance its depth and meaning. Understanding these themes is essential when
conducting a writing on the wall comprehension check, as it allows for
nuanced analysis of the text and its messages.

Judgment and Accountability
One of the central themes is divine judgment. Belshazzar’s disrespect for
sacred artifacts and his hubris lead to his downfall, symbolizing that
leaders are accountable for their actions. This theme encourages readers to
explore moral lessons within the story.

Divine Intervention and Prophecy
The mysterious writing serves as a divine message, highlighting the theme of
prophecy and supernatural intervention in human affairs. Daniel’s role as an
interpreter emphasizes the connection between divine will and human
understanding.

Impermanence of Power
The sudden fall of Belshazzar’s kingdom underscores the transient nature of
earthly power and the inevitability of change. This theme is a critical point
in comprehension questions that examine the story’s broader implications.



Common Questions in the Writing on the Wall
Comprehension Check
Comprehension checks typically include a variety of questions designed to
assess understanding of the story’s plot, characters, themes, and symbolism.
These questions often vary in format, including multiple choice, short
answer, and essay types.

Sample Questions

What event triggers the appearance of the writing on the wall?

Who is Daniel, and what role does he play in the story?

What is the meaning of the writing "Mene, Mene, Tekel, Upharsin"?

How does the story illustrate the theme of divine judgment?

What consequences does King Belshazzar face as a result of the writing?

Analyzing Answers for Depth
Effective comprehension checks go beyond surface-level recall, encouraging
students to interpret symbolic meanings and connect themes to broader
historical or moral contexts. For example, explaining the significance of
Daniel’s interpretation can reveal insights into the story’s message about
wisdom and divine authority.

Strategies for Effective Comprehension
Assessment
To conduct a thorough writing on the wall comprehension check, employing
strategic approaches is crucial. These strategies ensure that learners engage
critically with the text and develop a robust understanding.

Pre-Reading Preparation
Introducing historical background and key vocabulary before reading can
enhance comprehension. Understanding terms such as "Belshazzar," "Babylon,"
and "prophecy" prepares learners for more meaningful engagement with the
text.



Interactive Questioning
Using open-ended questions during and after reading encourages critical
thinking. Questions that ask for interpretations or connections to modern
situations can deepen understanding.

Use of Graphic Organizers
Tools such as story maps or theme charts help learners organize information
visually. This aids in remembering key elements and seeing relationships
between characters, events, and themes.

Review and Feedback
Providing detailed feedback on answers, especially explanations of symbolic
and thematic elements, enhances learning outcomes and clarifies
misconceptions.

Applications of the Phrase in Literature and
Culture
The phrase "the writing on the wall" extends beyond its biblical origin,
permeating literature, popular culture, and everyday language. Understanding
its use in various contexts is important for a comprehensive writing on the
wall comprehension check.

Literary References
Many authors incorporate the phrase as a metaphor for inevitable consequences
or warnings ignored by characters. Recognizing these references requires
familiarity with the original story and its themes.

Modern Usage and Idiomatic Meaning
In contemporary language, "the writing on the wall" commonly means a clear
sign of impending trouble or failure. This idiomatic usage often appears in
journalism, political commentary, and everyday conversations.

Examples in Media and Popular Culture
The phrase appears in movies, television shows, and music, often to
underscore moments of forewarning or dramatic tension. Identifying these



instances can enhance comprehension and appreciation of the phrase’s
versatility.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Writing on the Wall'?
The main theme of 'The Writing on the Wall' is the revelation of hidden
truths and the consequences of ignoring warnings.

Who is the protagonist in 'The Writing on the Wall'
and what is their role?
The protagonist is a character who discovers mysterious writings that
forewarn events, playing a crucial role in uncovering the story's central
mystery.

What does the phrase 'the writing on the wall'
symbolize in the story?
It symbolizes an ominous warning or sign of impending doom that characters
must recognize to prevent disaster.

How does the setting contribute to the mood of 'The
Writing on the Wall'?
The setting creates a suspenseful and eerie atmosphere that enhances the
tension and mystery surrounding the writings.

What is the significance of the writing itself in
the narrative?
The writing serves as a pivotal plot device that drives the story forward by



revealing secrets and prompting action from the characters.

How do the characters react upon discovering the
writing on the wall?
Characters exhibit a range of reactions from fear and disbelief to urgency
and determination to understand and respond to the warning.

What lesson or moral can readers learn from 'The
Writing on the Wall'?
Readers learn the importance of heeding warnings and paying attention to
subtle signs to avoid negative consequences.

Additional Resources
1. The Writing on the Wall: Social Media – The First 2,000 Years by Tom
Standage
This book explores the history of social media, tracing its origins back
thousands of years through various forms of communication, including graffiti
and written messages on walls. Standage provides a fascinating look at how
humans have always sought to share information publicly, drawing parallels
between ancient practices and modern digital interactions. It helps readers
understand the evolution of written communication and its social impact.

2. The Writing on the Wall by Lynne Sharon Schwartz
A compelling novel that intertwines family secrets and personal identity,
centered around a mysterious message found written on a wall. The story
delves into themes of memory, history, and the complexities of interpreting
past events. This book encourages readers to think critically about
comprehension and the layers of meaning behind written words.

3. Reading the Writing on the Wall: Understanding Biblical Prophecy by John
F. Walvoord
This theological work examines the symbolic and prophetic writings found in
the Bible, particularly those inscribed on walls in biblical narratives.
Walvoord offers detailed interpretations to help readers comprehend the
significance of these writings within their historical and spiritual
contexts. It's a useful resource for those looking to deepen their
understanding of religious texts.

4. Writing on the Wall: Social Media – The First 2,000 Years by Tom Standage
A historical analysis that reveals how people have used various forms of
written communication on public surfaces throughout history to share ideas
and influence society. The book highlights the continuity between ancient
graffiti and modern social media platforms, providing insight into human
communication patterns.



5. The Wall: Growing Up Behind the Iron Curtain by Peter Sís
An illustrated memoir that recounts the author's childhood experiences in
communist Czechoslovakia, focusing on the symbolic and literal walls that
shaped his life. The narrative explores themes of censorship, oppression, and
the power of words and images in public spaces. It offers a poignant
perspective on how writing and art on walls can convey resistance and hope.

6. Graffiti and Street Art: Reading, Writing and Representing the City by
Konstantinos Avramidis and Myrto Tsilimpounidi
This academic book investigates the cultural significance of graffiti and
street art as forms of public writing and communication. It discusses how
these visual texts on walls contribute to urban identity and social
discourse. Readers interested in comprehension of non-traditional writing
forms will find valuable insights here.

7. Decoding the Writing on the Wall: Understanding Archaeological
Inscriptions by Michael D. Coe
A scholarly guide that explores ancient inscriptions and writings found on
walls in archaeological sites. Coe explains methods used to interpret these
texts and their historical significance. The book enhances readers' abilities
to comprehend and analyze ancient written records.

8. The Wall and the Writing: Exploring Ancient Inscriptions by Susan Wise
Bauer
This book offers a detailed examination of ancient wall writings and their
role in historical documentation. Bauer connects these inscriptions to
broader narratives and helps readers develop skills in interpreting symbolic
and literal meanings. It's ideal for those seeking a comprehension check on
historical texts.

9. Between the Lines: The Art of Reading and Writing Graffiti by Roger
Gastman
Gastman provides an engaging look at graffiti as a form of writing that
communicates social, political, and personal messages. The book examines the
language, symbolism, and context of graffiti art, encouraging readers to
develop comprehension skills for this unique medium. It highlights how
writing on walls serves as a powerful form of expression.
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