
the tanner lectures on human values

the tanner lectures on human values represent a prestigious series of public lectures
dedicated to exploring fundamental questions about human values, ethics, and moral
philosophy. Established to foster deep intellectual dialogue, these lectures bring together
leading scholars, thinkers, and practitioners from diverse disciplines to examine the
ethical dimensions of human life and society. Over the decades, the Tanner Lectures have
addressed topics ranging from justice and morality to science and religion, emphasizing
the interdisciplinary nature of human values. This article provides a comprehensive
overview of the history, purpose, and impact of the Tanner Lectures on Human Values. It
also highlights notable lecturers and key themes discussed in the series. Additionally, the
article explores how these lectures contribute to contemporary debates in ethics and
philosophy, underscoring their ongoing relevance in academic and public discourse.
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History and Purpose of the Tanner Lectures on
Human Values
The Tanner Lectures on Human Values were established in 1978 by Obert Clark Tanner, a
philanthropist and scholar, with the goal of advancing scholarly understanding of human
values and moral questions. The lectures are hosted at various universities across the
United States and internationally, reflecting a commitment to fostering global dialogue on
ethics. The fundamental purpose of the Tanner Lectures is to create a forum where
prominent intellectuals can present original ideas that illuminate ethical issues affecting
humanity. These lectures aim to bridge gaps between disciplines such as philosophy,
political science, literature, and religion, encouraging interdisciplinary approaches to
human values.

Origins and Founding Principles
The founding principles of the Tanner Lectures emphasize the importance of moral inquiry
and the critical examination of values that shape human existence. Obert Clark Tanner
envisioned the lectures as an enduring platform for rigorous debate and reflection on
ethical challenges. Since their inception, the lectures have maintained a focus on



questions of justice, human rights, and the moral responsibilities of individuals and
societies.

Universities Hosting the Lectures
The Tanner Lectures are hosted by a select group of institutions, including prestigious
universities such as Harvard, Yale, Princeton, and the University of Utah. Each host
institution invites distinguished scholars to deliver lectures, ensuring a diverse range of
perspectives and disciplines are represented. This rotating model allows the Tanner
Lectures to reach varied academic communities and audiences worldwide.

Notable Lecturers and Their Contributions
Over the years, the Tanner Lectures on Human Values have featured an impressive roster
of distinguished speakers whose work has significantly influenced ethical thought and
public discourse. These scholars include philosophers, scientists, historians, and legal
experts who have contributed groundbreaking insights on human values.

Prominent Figures in the Lecture Series
Lecturers such as philosopher Martha Nussbaum, political theorist John Rawls, and
biologist E.O. Wilson have delivered landmark talks within the Tanner Lectures. Their
presentations often become foundational texts in their respective fields, offering novel
frameworks for understanding morality, justice, and human nature. The inclusion of
diverse voices ensures that the lectures encapsulate a broad spectrum of ethical inquiry.

Influential Lecture Topics
The topics addressed by Tanner Lecturers have ranged widely, encompassing themes such
as the nature of human dignity, the ethics of scientific progress, and the role of empathy in
social justice. These lectures have not only enriched academic debate but also influenced
policy discussions and cultural understandings of morality.

Key Themes Explored in the Tanner Lectures
The Tanner Lectures on Human Values consistently explore central themes related to
ethics, morality, and human welfare. The interdisciplinary approach enables the
examination of these themes from multiple angles, fostering comprehensive and nuanced
discussions.



Justice and Human Rights
One of the most recurrent themes in the Tanner Lectures is justice, particularly theories of
distributive justice and the protection of human rights. Lecturers analyze how societies
can create fair systems that respect individual dignity while promoting collective well-
being. These discussions often engage with contemporary issues such as inequality and
social policy.

Ethics of Science and Technology
The rapid advancement of science and technology has generated significant ethical
questions, many of which are addressed in the Tanner Lectures. Topics include the moral
implications of genetic engineering, artificial intelligence, and environmental stewardship.
These lectures challenge audiences to consider how technological innovation can align
with human values.

Religion, Morality, and Culture
The intersection of religion and ethics is another critical area explored in the Tanner
Lectures. Discussions may focus on how religious beliefs shape moral frameworks or how
cultural diversity impacts ethical understanding. This theme underscores the complex
relationship between faith, values, and human behavior.

Human Nature and Moral Psychology
Lectures often delve into questions about human nature and the psychological foundations
of morality. Understanding what drives ethical behavior and how moral reasoning
develops contributes to broader reflections on education, socialization, and policy-making.

Impact and Significance in Contemporary Ethics
The Tanner Lectures on Human Values have had a profound impact on the study and
practice of ethics globally. By providing a platform for rigorous intellectual exchange, the
lectures have influenced both academic scholarship and practical approaches to moral
issues.

Advancing Ethical Scholarship
The lectures have contributed to the advancement of ethical theory by encouraging
innovative perspectives and interdisciplinary dialogue. Many of the ideas presented have
been integrated into university curricula and research agendas, shaping the direction of
moral philosophy and related fields.



Influence on Public Policy and Social Discourse
Beyond academia, the Tanner Lectures have informed public debates on critical ethical
questions. Policymakers, educators, and community leaders have drawn on the insights
shared in these lectures to address challenges such as human rights, environmental
sustainability, and social justice.

Encouraging Global Ethical Dialogue
The international reach of the Tanner Lectures fosters cross-cultural understanding and
cooperation in addressing universal moral concerns. This global perspective enhances the
relevance and applicability of the lectures’ content to diverse societies and contexts.

Structure and Organization of the Lecture Series
The Tanner Lectures on Human Values are organized as a series of public lectures
delivered annually or biennially by selected scholars. The structure is designed to
maximize intellectual rigor and public engagement.

Selection and Invitation of Lecturers
Host institutions select lecturers based on their contributions to the study of human values
and their ability to present compelling, original ideas. The selection process emphasizes
diversity in discipline, background, and perspective to enrich the discourse.

Format and Presentation
Each lecture typically consists of a formal presentation followed by discussions, question-
and-answer sessions, or symposia. This format encourages audience engagement and
fosters deeper exploration of the topics addressed.

Publication and Accessibility
Many Tanner Lectures are published in book form or academic journals, making the
content accessible to a broader audience. This dissemination helps ensure that the
lectures continue to influence ethical thought long after their delivery.

Core Features of the Tanner Lectures

Interdisciplinary focus on human values and ethics

Annual or biennial delivery at leading universities



Participation of internationally renowned scholars

Public accessibility and academic rigor

Publication of lectures for wider dissemination

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the Tanner Lectures on Human Values?
The Tanner Lectures on Human Values are a series of lectures established in 1978 by
philanthropist Obert Clark Tanner to advance scholarly and scientific understanding of
human values. They are delivered by leading intellectuals across various disciplines.

Who founded the Tanner Lectures on Human Values?
The Tanner Lectures on Human Values were founded by Obert Clark Tanner, a
philanthropist and scholar, with the goal of promoting reflection on human values through
interdisciplinary lectures.

Which institutions host the Tanner Lectures on Human
Values?
The Tanner Lectures are hosted by several universities including the University of Utah,
Harvard University, Yale University, Princeton University, and the University of Michigan,
among others.

What topics are covered in the Tanner Lectures on
Human Values?
The lectures cover a wide range of topics related to human values such as ethics,
philosophy, religion, social sciences, humanities, and public policy.

Who typically delivers the Tanner Lectures on Human
Values?
The lectures are delivered by distinguished scholars, scientists, and public intellectuals
who are invited for their expertise and contributions to discussions on human values.

How often are the Tanner Lectures on Human Values
held?
The frequency varies by host institution, but generally the Tanner Lectures are held
annually or biennially at each sponsoring university.



Are the Tanner Lectures on Human Values available to
the public?
Yes, many of the Tanner Lectures are published online or in print, and some universities
make recordings or transcripts available to the public.

Why are the Tanner Lectures on Human Values
considered important?
They are important because they provide a prestigious platform for interdisciplinary
dialogue on fundamental questions about ethics, society, and human dignity, influencing
scholarship and public discourse.

How can one access past Tanner Lectures on Human
Values?
Past lectures can often be accessed through the official Tanner Lectures website,
university archives, or academic publications that compile the lectures.

Additional Resources
1. The Tanner Lectures on Human Values: Volume I
This volume collects a selection of lectures from the early years of the Tanner Lectures,
featuring prominent scholars discussing fundamental questions about human values,
ethics, and philosophy. Topics range from moral philosophy and political theory to the
nature of justice and human dignity. It offers a foundational understanding of the
interdisciplinary approach that characterizes the Tanner Lectures series.

2. The Tanner Lectures on Human Values: Volume II
Continuing from the first volume, this book includes essays and lectures by influential
thinkers exploring the evolving challenges faced by societies in upholding human values.
Subjects such as cultural diversity, human rights, and the role of reason in ethics are
explored with depth and nuance. This volume deepens readers’ appreciation of the
complexity inherent in defining and applying human values globally.

3. Human Values and the Public Sphere: Insights from the Tanner Lectures
This book synthesizes key themes from various Tanner Lectures, focusing on the
intersection of human values and public policy. It addresses how ethical considerations
influence governance, law, and social justice initiatives. The contributors emphasize the
importance of dialogue and reflection in cultivating a more just and humane society.

4. Ethics and Identity in the Tanner Lectures on Human Values
Exploring the relationship between personal identity and ethical responsibility, this
collection draws on Tanner Lectures that investigate the moral dimensions of selfhood. It
examines questions about autonomy, community, and the ethical implications of identity
politics. The essays provide a rich analysis of how individual and collective identities
impact moral reasoning.



5. The Moral Foundations of Society: Selected Tanner Lectures
This book gathers influential lectures that discuss the ethical underpinnings of social
institutions and cultural practices. Contributors analyze concepts such as justice, trust,
and the common good, highlighting their significance in maintaining social cohesion. The
work serves as a comprehensive resource for understanding the moral fabric that supports
human communities.

6. Justice and Human Values: Perspectives from the Tanner Lectures
Focused on the concept of justice, this volume presents a range of philosophical
perspectives from Tanner Lecturers who tackle issues like distributive justice, fairness,
and human rights. It explores both theoretical frameworks and practical applications,
offering insights relevant to contemporary social and political challenges. The book is
essential for readers interested in the ethical dimensions of justice.

7. Philosophy and Human Values: Dialogues from the Tanner Lectures
This collection highlights the philosophical inquiries that have shaped the Tanner Lectures
series, addressing questions about morality, reason, and the nature of the good life. It
features dialogues and essays from leading philosophers who reflect on the enduring
questions of human existence. The volume encourages critical thinking about values and
the role of philosophy in public discourse.

8. Human Values in a Global Context: Lessons from the Tanner Lectures
Bringing a global perspective, this book examines how human values are understood and
applied across different cultures and societies, as presented in the Tanner Lectures. It
emphasizes the challenges and opportunities posed by globalization, cultural exchange,
and ethical pluralism. The work advocates for a respectful and inclusive approach to
universal human values.

9. The Future of Human Values: Insights from the Tanner Lectures
Looking forward, this volume gathers forward-thinking lectures that speculate on the
evolution of human values in the face of technological, social, and environmental changes.
Topics include bioethics, artificial intelligence, and sustainability, considering how
emerging issues will shape moral priorities. The book invites readers to engage with the
dynamic and evolving nature of human values.
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