
the storyteller by saki questions and
answers
the storyteller by saki questions and answers offers an insightful exploration of one of
Saki’s most famous short stories, focusing on its themes, characters, and narrative
techniques. This article provides a comprehensive set of questions and answers designed to
deepen understanding of the story’s plot, moral lessons, and stylistic elements. By
examining the story’s unique blend of humor, irony, and social commentary, readers can
appreciate how Saki critiques Edwardian society and the art of storytelling itself. This guide
also highlights the significance of the characters’ interactions and the unexpected twist that
defines the story’s impact. Whether used for academic study or casual reading, these
questions and answers facilitate a thorough analysis of “The Storyteller” by Saki, enhancing
comprehension and critical thinking. Below is a detailed table of contents to navigate the
main topics discussed in this article.
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Plot Summary and Overview
The story “The Storyteller” by Saki centers around a group of travelers on a train, including
a bachelor and an aunt who are responsible for three children. The narrative unfolds as the
aunt attempts to entertain the children with moralistic and dull stories, which fail to
captivate their interest. The bachelor then steps in and tells a more engaging and
unconventional tale featuring a rebellious child and a wild beast. This story-within-a-story
contrasts sharply with the aunt’s approach and ultimately captures the children’s attention.
The plot’s simplicity masks a deeper commentary on storytelling techniques and child
psychology, making it a rich subject for analysis.

Character Analysis
Understanding the characters in “The Storyteller” by Saki is essential to grasping the
story’s message and humor. The main characters include the aunt, the bachelor, and the
children, each representing different perspectives on storytelling.



The Aunt
The aunt embodies traditional Victorian values and the conventional approach to children’s
education, often favoring moral lessons and didactic stories. She is portrayed as strict,
somewhat boring, and out of touch with the children’s interests.

The Bachelor
The bachelor represents wit, irony, and a more modern, pragmatic approach to storytelling.
He challenges the aunt’s method by choosing to entertain the children with a story that is
imaginative, lively, and free from overt moralizing.

The Children
The three children, particularly the rebellious child at the center of the bachelor’s story,
symbolize youthful curiosity and the natural inclination towards stories that are exciting
and realistic rather than preachy. Their reactions highlight the effectiveness of different
storytelling styles.

Themes and Motifs
The storyteller by Saki questions and answers often focus on the story’s prominent themes
and motifs, which reveal the underlying social and literary critique.

The Art of Storytelling
One of the central themes is the contrast between dull, moralistic storytelling and
engaging, imaginative narration. Saki critiques the traditional ways stories are told to
children and emphasizes the importance of entertainment and engagement.

Rebellion and Conformity
The rebellious child in the bachelor’s tale symbolizes resistance to authority and societal
norms. The story suggests that children respond better to narratives that acknowledge their
individuality and spirit rather than conformist ideals.

Social Satire
Saki uses irony and satire to comment on Edwardian society’s rigidity and the superficiality
of moral instruction. The aunt’s character is a vehicle for this critique, highlighting the
disconnect between adult expectations and children’s realities.



Literary Devices and Style
The storyteller by Saki questions and answers often explore the literary techniques
employed by Saki to enhance the story’s impact and humor.

Irony and Humor
Saki’s use of irony is evident throughout the story, particularly in how the bachelor’s tale
subverts the aunt’s moralizing. The humor arises from the unexpected twist and the
contrast between the characters’ approaches to storytelling.

Frame Narrative
The story employs a frame narrative structure, where the bachelor’s story is embedded
within the main narrative of the train journey. This technique allows for multiple layers of
meaning and commentary.

Concise and Precise Language
Saki’s writing style is marked by brevity and wit, using precise language to create vivid
images and sharp dialogues. This economy of words contributes to the story’s effectiveness
and memorability.

Interpretation of the Ending
The ending of “The Storyteller” by Saki is notable for its unexpected and thought-provoking
twist. The bachelor’s story concludes with the wild beast devouring the disobedient child,
which shocks both the aunt and the readers. This conclusion serves several interpretive
functions.

It highlights the stark contrast between the aunt’s sanitized stories and the bachelor’s
realistic, albeit grim, narrative.

It suggests that children understand and appreciate honesty and consequences better
than sugar-coated morals.

It reinforces the story’s critique of adult pretensions and the failure to connect with
children’s perspectives.

The ending encourages readers to reconsider assumptions about appropriate storytelling
and the role of fiction in education and entertainment.



Common Questions and Answers
This section addresses frequently asked questions related to “The Storyteller” by Saki,
providing clear and concise answers for better comprehension.

What is the main message of “The Storyteller”?
The main message emphasizes the importance of engaging and realistic storytelling for
children, contrasting it with the ineffective, moralistic stories often told by adults. It also
critiques societal norms and promotes a more candid approach to communication.

Why does the bachelor’s story appeal to the children?
The bachelor’s story appeals because it is lively, humorous, and relatable, featuring a
mischievous child who defies authority. Unlike the aunt’s boring tales, it captures the
children’s attention through its suspense and imaginative elements.

How does Saki use irony in the story?
Irony is central to the story, particularly in the bachelor’s deliberate choice to tell a story
that ends with the child being eaten by a wild beast. This ironic ending exposes the aunt’s
failure to entertain and the superficiality of her moral lessons.

What role does the setting play in the story?
The setting of a train journey provides a confined space where characters interact closely,
symbolizing a microcosm of society. It also creates a natural environment for storytelling
and highlights the dynamics between adults and children.

Is “The Storyteller” suitable for children?
While the story is about children and storytelling, its themes and irony are more suited for
mature readers who can appreciate the social critique and narrative techniques. The dark
humor and ending may not be appropriate for younger audiences.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'The Storyteller' by Saki?
The central theme of 'The Storyteller' is the contrast between traditional storytelling and
modern didacticism, highlighting the power of engaging narratives to influence children's
behavior.



How does the Storyteller's tale differ from the aunt's
stories in 'The Storyteller'?
The Storyteller's tale is witty, dark, and captivating, whereas the aunt's stories are
moralistic and dull, failing to hold the children's attention.

What is the significance of the Storyteller's story about
the rebellious dog in 'The Storyteller'?
The story about the rebellious dog serves as a cautionary tale that entertains while subtly
teaching the children about the consequences of disobedience in a more engaging way.

Why do the children in 'The Storyteller' prefer the
Storyteller's story over the aunt's?
The children prefer the Storyteller's story because it is lively, humorous, and relatable,
unlike the aunt's preachy and boring narratives.

What narrative technique does Saki use in 'The
Storyteller' to engage readers?
Saki uses a frame narrative technique, where a story is told within a story, to create a
layered and engaging reading experience.

How does Saki use irony in 'The Storyteller'?
Saki employs irony by showing that the children respond better to a mischievous tale with a
moral than to the aunt's conventional moral stories, highlighting the unexpected
effectiveness of unconventional storytelling.

What role does the setting play in 'The Storyteller'?
The setting, a train journey through the countryside, creates an intimate and cozy
atmosphere that is ideal for storytelling and adds to the story's charm.

What message does Saki convey about storytelling
through 'The Storyteller'?
Saki conveys that storytelling should be engaging and entertaining to effectively
communicate lessons, suggesting that traditional moralistic tales may fail to capture
children's interest.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding Saki: Themes and Analysis of The Storyteller
This book delves into the major themes and literary techniques used by Saki in "The



Storyteller." It provides detailed explanations and interpretations that help readers grasp
the underlying messages and social critiques in the story. Ideal for students and educators,
it includes questions and answers to facilitate deeper discussion and comprehension.

2. Exploring Edwardian Satire: A Study of Saki’s Works
Focusing on the satirical style of Saki, this book examines how "The Storyteller" fits within
his broader critique of Edwardian society. It offers a collection of analytical questions and
answers that encourage critical thinking about the characters and narrative style. Readers
will gain insight into the humor and irony that define Saki’s writing.

3. Short Story Analysis: The Storyteller by Saki
This guide provides a concise summary and breakdown of "The Storyteller," highlighting
key plot points and character dynamics. It includes a series of questions and answers
designed to test comprehension and provoke thoughtful analysis. The book is a useful
resource for literature students preparing for exams or class discussions.

4. Character Studies in Saki’s The Storyteller
Dedicated to exploring the complex characters in "The Storyteller," this book examines
their motivations, personalities, and roles within the story. It offers question-and-answer
sections that help readers analyze how each character contributes to the overall theme.
This resource is particularly helpful for understanding character development and narrative
impact.

5. Questions and Answers on The Storyteller: A Classroom Companion
Designed for educators and students, this book provides a structured set of questions and
answers about "The Storyteller." It covers comprehension, thematic elements, and literary
devices, making it an excellent tool for classroom use. The clear explanations support
learners in mastering the story’s content and style.

6. The Art of Storytelling: Lessons from Saki’s The Storyteller
This book explores the narrative techniques used by Saki to craft "The Storyteller," focusing
on pacing, tone, and the use of irony. It features questions and answers that encourage
readers to analyze how storytelling methods affect the reader’s experience. A great
resource for aspiring writers and literature enthusiasts alike.

7. Saki’s Wit and Humor: Analyzing The Storyteller
Highlighting the humor and wit characteristic of Saki’s writing, this book examines how
these elements function in "The Storyteller." It includes a variety of questions and answers
that help readers identify and appreciate the story’s comedic aspects. This guide is
valuable for understanding the balance between humor and critique in literature.

8. The Storyteller by Saki: Context and Criticism
Providing historical and social context for "The Storyteller," this book situates the story
within Saki’s life and times. It offers critical perspectives supported by questions and
answers that foster a deeper understanding of the text. Readers will benefit from the
exploration of how external factors influenced the story’s themes and reception.

9. Examining Morality and Social Norms in Saki’s The Storyteller
This book focuses on the moral questions and social commentary embedded in "The
Storyteller." It presents thought-provoking questions and answers that challenge readers to
consider ethical issues and societal expectations depicted in the story. Perfect for readers



interested in the philosophical dimensions of Saki’s work.
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