
the sniper questions and answers
the sniper questions and answers provide a comprehensive understanding of the
short story "The Sniper" by Liam O'Flaherty. This article explores key
aspects of the narrative, including its themes, characters, and literary
devices. By addressing frequently asked questions about the plot, setting,
and symbolism, readers can gain deeper insights into the story's significance
and historical context. The discussion also covers the author's intentions
and the impact of the story’s conclusion. These well-structured questions and
answers serve as an essential resource for students, educators, and
literature enthusiasts seeking clarity and detailed analysis. The content is
optimized for search engines, ensuring easy access to valuable information
related to the sniper questions and answers.
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Plot Overview and Setting
The sniper questions and answers often begin with an examination of the
story’s plot and setting. "The Sniper" is a short story set during the Irish
Civil War, portraying the experience of a Republican sniper positioned on a
rooftop in Dublin. The narrative unfolds over a brief period during a tense
battle, emphasizing the dangers and psychological strain faced by soldiers in
urban warfare. The story’s setting contributes significantly to the mood,
highlighting the destruction and chaos of civil conflict.

What is the main plot of "The Sniper"?
The story follows a lone sniper who is stationed on a rooftop, tasked with
eliminating enemy combatants. Throughout the narrative, he encounters various
challenges, including enemy fire and the moral dilemma of killing. After a
fierce encounter with an opposing sniper, he succeeds in shooting his
adversary. Upon discovering the identity of the fallen soldier, the sniper
realizes it was his own brother, underscoring the tragic nature of civil war.



Where and when does the story take place?
"The Sniper" is set in Dublin, Ireland, during the Irish Civil War in the
early 1920s. The urban environment of the city, with its rooftops, streets,
and dark alleys, provides a realistic backdrop for the sniper’s activities.
The time frame is limited to a single night, intensifying the suspense and
immediacy of the events.

Main Characters and Their Roles
Understanding the principal characters is crucial in analyzing the sniper
questions and answers. The story features a minimal cast, focusing primarily
on the sniper himself and his enemy. These characters embody the broader
conflict and human cost of war. Their interactions and fates drive the
narrative and its themes.

Who is the protagonist in "The Sniper"?
The protagonist is the unnamed Republican sniper, a young soldier who is both
skilled and determined. He demonstrates intelligence and resourcefulness in
combat, but his character also reveals vulnerability and humanity through his
reflections and reactions to the violence surrounding him.

What role does the enemy sniper play in the story?
The enemy sniper serves as the antagonist and represents the opposing faction
in the civil war. His presence creates direct conflict and tension,
culminating in the sniper’s critical decision to kill. The enemy sniper’s
identity as the protagonist’s brother adds a profound emotional layer to the
story.

Republican Sniper: The main character, skilled and focused on survival.

Enemy Sniper: The opposing soldier and eventual victim, symbolizing the
tragic division.

Supporting Elements: The cityscape and war environment, acting as
indirect characters.

Themes and Symbolism
Exploring the themes and symbolism is a vital part of the sniper questions
and answers. Liam O'Flaherty uses the story to comment on the horrors of war,



the nature of brotherhood, and the psychological impact of violence. Various
symbols enrich the narrative, offering deeper interpretations and critical
reflections on human conflict.

What are the central themes in "The Sniper"?
Key themes include the brutality and futility of war, the conflict’s personal
cost, and the loss of humanity. The story highlights how war divides families
and communities, often forcing individuals into tragic situations. It also
explores themes of survival, courage, and the moral ambiguity faced by
soldiers.

How is symbolism used in the story?
Symbolism is prevalent throughout the narrative. The sniper’s rifle and
revolver symbolize life and death, power and vulnerability. The rooftop
setting represents isolation and danger. The final revelation that the enemy
sniper is the protagonist’s brother symbolizes the deep divisions caused by
civil war and the personal tragedies it entails.

Literary Devices and Style
Analyzing the literary devices and style enhances comprehension of the sniper
questions and answers. Liam O'Flaherty employs a concise, straightforward
narrative style that builds tension and emphasizes the stark realities of
conflict. Various techniques contribute to the story’s effectiveness and
enduring impact.

What literary devices are prominent in "The Sniper"?
The story features several literary devices, including:

Irony: The twist ending reveals the enemy sniper as the protagonist’s
brother, creating a powerful situational irony.

Imagery: Vivid descriptions of the cityscape and the sniper’s actions
engage the reader’s senses and paint a clear picture of the setting.

Foreshadowing: Early hints of the sniper’s internal conflict prepare the
reader for the story’s conclusion.

Symbolism: Objects like weapons and the rooftop convey deeper meanings
related to war and human experience.



How does the writing style affect the story?
The concise and direct writing style creates a fast-paced, suspenseful
atmosphere. The limited length and focused narrative allow readers to
concentrate on key moments and emotions, making the story impactful and
memorable. The use of short sentences and active verbs enhances the sense of
urgency and danger.

Frequently Asked Questions
This section addresses common inquiries related to the sniper questions and
answers, providing clear and factual explanations to enhance understanding of
the story.

Why is the story titled "The Sniper"?
The title directly references the protagonist’s role as a sniper in the Irish
Civil War. It emphasizes the story’s focus on a single individual whose skill
and decisions drive the narrative. The title also evokes themes of precision,
danger, and the psychological toll of warfare.

What is the significance of the story’s ending?
The ending reveals the tragic irony that the sniper has killed his own
brother. This twist underscores the senselessness of civil war, where
familial bonds are destroyed by political and ideological conflicts. It
leaves the reader reflecting on the human cost of such divisions.

How does "The Sniper" reflect historical events?
The story is set during the Irish Civil War, a real historical conflict
between pro- and anti-Treaty forces. It reflects the violence, uncertainty,
and division that characterized the period. The narrative captures the
personal experiences of soldiers caught in a larger political struggle.

What lessons can be learned from "The Sniper"?
Several lessons emerge from the story, including the devastating effects of
war on individuals and families, the moral complexities faced by combatants,
and the tragic consequences of internal conflict. It encourages readers to
consider the human dimension behind historical events and political disputes.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Sniper' by Liam
O'Flaherty?
The main theme of 'The Sniper' is the brutal reality and irony of war,
highlighting the personal costs and the dehumanizing effects of conflict.

Why does the sniper feel remorse at the end of the
story?
The sniper feels remorse at the end of the story because after killing his
enemy, he discovers that the opposing soldier is his own brother, which
emphasizes the tragedy of civil war and familial division.

How does the setting contribute to the story 'The
Sniper'?
The setting, Dublin during the Irish Civil War, creates a tense and dangerous
atmosphere that underscores the themes of conflict and division, and it
influences the sniper's actions and decisions throughout the story.

What literary devices are prominently used in 'The
Sniper'?
Liam O'Flaherty uses irony, imagery, and suspense in 'The Sniper' to build
tension and convey the story’s themes, particularly the situational irony
revealed at the story's conclusion.

How does the sniper's character change throughout
the story?
At the beginning, the sniper is focused and detached, but by the end, he
experiences a profound emotional transformation as he realizes the personal
cost of war, reflecting the loss of innocence caused by violence.

Additional Resources
1. "Sniper Training and Techniques"
This comprehensive guide covers the fundamentals of sniper training,
including marksmanship, camouflage, and fieldcraft. It delves into the
psychological and physical demands placed on snipers and offers practical
exercises to improve precision and stealth. Ideal for both beginners and
experienced shooters looking to refine their skills.



2. "The Art of the Sniper: Long-Range Shooting Fundamentals"
Focusing on the technical aspects of long-range shooting, this book explains
ballistics, wind estimation, and range finding. It provides detailed
instructions on equipment selection and maintenance. The author shares
insights from professional snipers to help readers understand real-world
applications.

3. "Military Sniper Training Manual"
Designed as a military field manual, this book outlines advanced sniper
tactics, reconnaissance, and mission planning. It includes case studies from
historic sniper missions and discusses teamwork and communication in the
field. A valuable resource for military personnel and enthusiasts interested
in tactical operations.

4. "Sniper: American Single-Shot Warriors in Iraq and Afghanistan"
This narrative nonfiction book presents firsthand accounts from American
snipers deployed in recent conflicts. It explores the emotional and ethical
challenges faced by snipers during their missions. Readers gain a deeper
understanding of the sniper’s role beyond just marksmanship.

5. "The Sniper Encyclopedia: Weapons, Techniques, and History"
An encyclopedic reference that covers the evolution of sniper rifles, famous
snipers, and notable sniper battles throughout history. It also discusses
modern technological advancements and sniper gear. This book is a thorough
resource for anyone interested in the broader context of sniping.

6. "Practical Sniper Skills: A Beginner's Guide"
This beginner-friendly guide breaks down essential sniper skills into easy-
to-understand lessons. Topics include shooting positions, breathing control,
and target identification. It also offers tips for safe and ethical shooting
practices, making it a great starting point for new enthusiasts.

7. "Precision Shooting: Techniques for the Competitive Sniper"
Targeted at competitive shooters, this book covers advanced precision
shooting techniques used in sniper competitions. It discusses mental focus,
shot timing, and equipment customization. The author provides drills and
practice routines to help shooters excel under pressure.

8. "Sniper Mindset: The Psychology of Long-Range Shooting"
This book explores the psychological aspects of sniping, including
concentration, patience, and stress management. It explains how mental
conditioning can improve shooting performance and decision-making in high-
stakes situations. Readers learn strategies to develop the sniper’s calm and
focused mindset.

9. "Urban Sniping: Tactics and Strategies for City Operations"
Focusing on the unique challenges of urban environments, this book addresses
sniper tactics for city combat and law enforcement scenarios. It covers
concealment, movement, and target engagement in complex urban terrain. The
book also examines legal and ethical considerations for urban snipers.
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