
the shins new slang chords

the shins new slang chords are a popular topic among guitar enthusiasts and
fans of indie rock music. This song, originally released by The Shins, has
captivated listeners with its catchy melody and distinctive chord
progression. Learning the chords for "New Slang" is essential for musicians
aiming to cover the song accurately or incorporate its style into their own
playing. This article delves into the detailed chords used in the song,
techniques for playing them, and tips to master the rhythm and strumming
patterns. Additionally, it covers the song's structure and variations to help
guitarists understand how to interpret the piece fully. Whether a beginner or
an experienced player, understanding the shins new slang chords can enhance
musical repertoire and appreciation.
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Understanding the Chord Progression of "New
Slang"
The shins new slang chords follow a distinctive progression that contributes
to the song's melancholic yet melodic vibe. The chord changes are relatively
simple but require precise timing to capture the song's feel. The progression
primarily revolves around a few basic chords, arranged to create an emotional
resonance that aligns perfectly with the lyrics and melody. Understanding
this progression is crucial for any guitarist aiming to play the song
accurately.

Chord Sequence Overview
The main chord sequence in "New Slang" typically revolves around four chords
that repeat throughout the verses and chorus. This repetition creates a
hypnotic effect, inviting listeners into the song’s introspective mood. The
sequence is often played in a clean, fingerpicked style, emphasizing the



song's indie folk aesthetic.

Importance of Chord Transition
Smooth transitions between the chords are essential in maintaining the flow
of the song. The shins new slang chords require subtle finger placements and
timing to avoid abrupt changes that could disrupt the song's gentle rhythm.
Practicing chord transitions slowly and gradually increasing speed helps in
achieving a natural sound.

Basic Chords Used in the Song
The shins new slang chords primarily consist of standard open chords that are
accessible to guitarists of various skill levels. These chords form the
foundation of the song and are essential to replicate its signature sound.

List of Primary Chords

C Major (C)

D Major (D)

F Major (F)

G Major (G)

These four chords are the core of the song’s harmonic structure. Each chord
contributes to the overall tonal atmosphere, with C and F providing a warm,
grounded feel, while D and G add brightness and movement.

Chord Diagrams and Finger Placement
Proper finger placement is vital when playing the shins new slang chords to
ensure clarity and prevent unwanted string muting. For example, the F major
chord can be played as a barre chord or a simplified version to accommodate
beginners. Paying attention to finger angles and pressure will enhance sound
quality.

Playing Techniques and Strumming Patterns
Beyond knowing the chords, mastering the playing techniques and strumming
patterns is key to authentically performing "New Slang." The song's delicate



texture is achieved through specific fingerpicking methods and rhythmic
strumming.

Fingerpicking Style
The shins new slang chords are often played using a fingerpicking approach
rather than full strumming. This technique involves plucking individual
strings in a pattern that supports the song’s melodic line. Fingerpicking
adds intimacy and depth to the performance.

Strumming Pattern Details
When strumming is used, it is typically gentle and controlled. The pattern
emphasizes downstrokes with occasional upstrokes to maintain a flowing
rhythm. Playing softly with dynamics helps capture the emotional subtleties
of the song.

Tips for Mastering the Shins New Slang Chords
To effectively learn the shins new slang chords, guitarists should focus on
several practical strategies that improve accuracy and musicality.

Practice Slow and Steady
Starting at a slow tempo allows for careful attention to chord shapes and
transitions. Gradually increasing speed helps develop muscle memory while
maintaining precision.

Use a Metronome
A metronome aids in keeping consistent timing, which is crucial for the
song’s rhythmic integrity. Practicing with a metronome ensures the chord
changes align perfectly with the beat.

Listen to the Original Track
Familiarizing oneself with the original recording of "New Slang" helps
internalize the song's mood, timing, and dynamics. This auditory reference is
invaluable when aiming for an authentic rendition.



Variations and Advanced Chord Voicings
For guitarists looking to expand beyond the basic chords, exploring
variations and more complex voicings of the shins new slang chords can add
richness to the performance.

Alternative Chord Shapes
Using different fingerings or partial barre chords can create subtle harmonic
variations that enhance the song’s texture. For instance, playing Fmaj7
instead of F major introduces a softer, more nuanced sound.

Incorporating Hammer-Ons and Pull-Offs
Adding embellishments such as hammer-ons and pull-offs within chord shapes
can replicate the intricate guitar work heard in some versions of the song.
These techniques improve fluidity and musical expression.

Song Structure and Timing
Understanding the overall structure and timing of the song is essential for
integrating the shins new slang chords effectively within the performance.

Verse and Chorus Layout
"New Slang" follows a traditional verse-chorus structure with repeated chord
progressions that support the lyrical themes. Recognizing where chord changes
occur within each section aids in seamless playing.

Timing and Tempo Considerations
The song's tempo is moderate, allowing space for the chords to resonate.
Maintaining steady timing throughout ensures the emotional impact of the song
remains intact. Players should focus on consistent strumming or fingerpicking
patterns synchronized with the beat.

Start slow and focus on clean chord transitions

Practice fingerpicking patterns separately before combining with chords

Use a metronome to develop rhythmic precision

Experiment with chord voicings to add depth



Listen closely to the original to capture dynamics

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic chords for 'New Slang' by The
Shins?
The basic chords for 'New Slang' by The Shins are C, G, Am, and F.

What chord progression is used in 'New Slang' by The
Shins?
The chord progression commonly used in 'New Slang' is C - G - Am - F
throughout the verses and chorus.

Are there any capo recommendations for playing 'New
Slang' chords?
Yes, many players use a capo on the 1st fret to match the original key and
make chord shapes easier to play.

Can 'New Slang' by The Shins be played with simple
open chords?
Yes, 'New Slang' can be played using simple open chords like C, G, Am, and F,
making it accessible for beginners.

How do you play the intro chords for 'New Slang'?
The intro chords follow the progression C - G - Am - F, played with a gentle
fingerpicking pattern.

Is there a specific strumming pattern for 'New
Slang' chords?
A common strumming pattern for 'New Slang' is a slow, steady down-down-up-up-
down-up, but fingerpicking is often preferred.

Where can I find accurate chord charts for 'New
Slang' by The Shins?
Accurate chord charts can be found on websites like Ultimate Guitar,
Songsterr, or official band songbooks.



What tuning is used for 'New Slang' by The Shins?
The song is played in standard tuning (E A D G B e) with a capo on the 1st
fret.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering The Shins: New Slang Chords Explained
This book offers a detailed breakdown of the chord progressions used in The
Shins' iconic song "New Slang." Perfect for beginner and intermediate
guitarists, it provides chord diagrams, strumming patterns, and tips on
capturing the song's unique sound. Readers will also find insights into the
songwriting process and the emotional tone conveyed through the chords.

2. Acoustic Adventures: Playing The Shins' New Slang
Focused on acoustic guitar techniques, this guide helps musicians replicate
the delicate fingerpicking and chord voicings of "New Slang." It includes
step-by-step tutorials, practice exercises, and variations to make the song
your own. The book also explores how to blend melody and harmony seamlessly
on the guitar.

3. Indie Guitar Essentials: The Shins and New Slang Chord Progressions
This book dives into the indie rock genre using "New Slang" as a case study
for understanding chord progressions and songwriting style. It's designed for
guitarists looking to expand their repertoire with authentic indie sounds.
The text includes theory explanations alongside practical applications.

4. From Tabs to Tunes: Learning New Slang by The Shins
A comprehensive tab collection, this book provides accurate transcriptions of
"New Slang" chords and melodies. It is ideal for self-taught players who want
to improve their reading skills while mastering the song. Additional sections
cover rhythm interpretation and performance tips.

5. The Art of Chord Melody: Breaking Down New Slang
Explore how chord melody techniques bring "New Slang" to life in this
instructional book. It teaches how to combine chords and melody on the guitar
to achieve the song's distinct sound. Suitable for intermediate players, it
focuses on fingerstyle and hybrid picking methods.

6. Songwriting Secrets: Chord Structures in The Shins' New Slang
This book uncovers the songwriting craft behind "New Slang," with an emphasis
on chord structures and their emotional impact. Songwriters and guitarists
will learn how to use similar chord progressions to evoke mood and
storytelling. It also features interviews and analysis of the band's
approach.

7. Guitar Chord Compendium: Indie Hits including New Slang
A collection of popular indie songs, this compendium includes detailed chord
charts for "New Slang." It serves as a handy reference for players who want
to explore a variety of songs within the indie genre. The book also discusses



chord voicing and transitions for smooth play.

8. Fingerstyle Mastery: The Shins’ New Slang Technique
Dedicated to fingerstyle guitarists, this book breaks down the picking
patterns and chord fingerings in "New Slang." It provides exercises to build
dexterity and timing, helping players capture the song's gentle rhythm.
Readers will gain confidence in fingerstyle arrangements through guided
practice.

9. Chords and Emotion: Interpreting New Slang by The Shins
This thoughtful guide explores how the chords in "New Slang" contribute to
its emotional depth and lyrical meaning. Combining music theory with
interpretative skills, the book encourages players to connect personally with
the song. It offers techniques to convey feeling and atmosphere through chord
choice and dynamics.
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