the sensible thing f scott fitzgerald
summary 3

the sensible thing f scott fitzgerald summary 3 offers a detailed exploration
of one of F. Scott Fitzgerald's lesser-known short stories, providing readers
with an in-depth understanding of its themes, characters, and narrative
structure. This summary aims to clarify the plot developments and the
underlying messages conveyed by Fitzgerald through his nuanced storytelling.
By focusing on the third part of the story, the article highlights critical
turning points and character dynamics that shape the overall narrative. The
discussion includes an analysis of the social context, Fitzgerald’s stylistic
choices, and the story’s significance within his broader body of work.
Readers interested in classic American literature and Fitzgerald’s
exploration of human nature will find this summary especially valuable. The
following sections break down the story’s elements systematically for
enhanced comprehension.

e Overview of "The Sensible Thing"

e Main Characters and Their Roles

Plot Summary: Part 3 Analysis

Thematic Elements and Symbolism

Fitzgerald’s Writing Style and Narrative Technique

Historical and Social Context

e Significance in Fitzgerald’s Literary Canon

Overview of "The Sensible Thing"

“The Sensible Thing" is a short story penned by F. Scott Fitzgerald, known
for his acute observations of social manners and the complexities of human
relationships. The story centers on a young woman navigating societal
expectations and personal desires during the early 20th century. Fitzgerald
uses this narrative to critique social conventions and explore themes such as
conformity, individualism, and emotional restraint. The story unfolds in a
setting reflective of the Jazz Age, a period characterized by cultural shifts
and emerging modern values. Understanding the story’s context is essential
for grasping the nuanced messages embedded within the text. This section
provides a concise overview to set the stage for a more detailed examination
of part 3.



Main Characters and Their Roles

The characters in "The Sensible Thing" are crafted with Fitzgerald’s
trademark psychological depth, revealing the tensions between societal roles
and personal ambitions. In part 3, the development of the protagonist and
supporting characters becomes especially pronounced, highlighting their
motivations and conflicts.

The Protagonist

The central figure of the story is a young woman who embodies the struggle
between adhering to social expectations and pursuing genuine happiness. Her
decisions and reflections in part 3 reveal her internal conflict and growing
awareness of her circumstances. The protagonist’s sensible nature is tested
as she confronts difficult choices, making her a relatable and complex
character.

Supporting Characters

Other characters serve as foils or catalysts for the protagonist's journey.
These figures represent various societal attitudes, including traditionalism,
ambition, and emotional detachment. Their interactions with the protagonist
in part 3 illuminate key themes and drive the plot forward.

e The pragmatic suitor — embodies societal pressure and conventional
values.

e The rebellious friend — represents alternative perspectives and
emotional freedom.

e Family members — symbolize generational expectations and obligations.

Plot Summary: Part 3 Analysis

Part 3 of "The Sensible Thing" marks a pivotal moment in the narrative where
the protagonist faces consequential decisions that define her trajectory.
This section summarizes the key events and their implications.

Critical Developments

In this segment, the protagonist grapples with the choice between pursuing a
secure but uninspiring life and risking uncertainty for personal fulfillment.
The tension between reason and emotion is at the forefront, as Fitzgerald



delves into her thought processes and emotional turmoil. The narrative
reveals subtle shifts in her relationships, particularly with the pragmatic
suitor and the rebellious friend.

Turning Points

The story’s climax in part 3 involves a decisive action or revelation that
alters the protagonist’s path. This turning point serves as a catalyst for
the resolution and underscores the story’s central themes. Fitzgerald’s use
of symbolism and dialogue enriches the narrative, enhancing the reader’s
engagement and understanding.

1. Initial hesitation and reflection on societal expectations.
2. Encounter with conflicting advice from key characters.
3. Emotional breakthrough leading to a significant decision.

4. Consequences and immediate aftermath of the choice.

Thematic Elements and Symbolism

The sensible thing f scott fitzgerald summary 3 reveals several prominent
themes that Fitzgerald weaves throughout the story. These themes resonate
with the broader cultural and psychological concerns of the Jazz Age and

continue to be relevant today.

Conformity vs. Individuality

The tension between societal conformity and individual desire is central to
the protagonist’s conflict. Fitzgerald critiques the pressure to adhere to
prescribed roles, emphasizing the cost of suppressing personal aspirations.
Part 3 exemplifies this theme through the protagonist’s internal debate and
ultimate decision.

Emotional Restraint and Sensibility

The story explores the idea of "the sensible thing" as a metaphor for
emotional restraint and rational decision-making. Fitzgerald interrogates
whether sensibility necessarily equates to wisdom or if it can mask deeper
dissatisfaction. Symbolic elements such as setting and objects underscore
these themes.



e The recurring motif of mirrors reflecting self-perception.
e Use of contrasting settings to symbolize freedom and constraint.

e Objects representing societal expectations, such as letters or clothing.

Fitzgerald’s Writing Style and Narrative
Technique

Fitzgerald’s prose in "The Sensible Thing" is characterized by lyrical
elegance and psychological insight. His narrative technique blends third-
person omniscient perspective with close attention to the protagonist’s inner
world. The summary of part 3 highlights these stylistic qualities.

Use of Symbolism and Imagery

Imagery in part 3 enhances the emotional tone and foreshadows events.
Fitzgerald’s symbolic language invites multiple interpretations, enriching
the reader’s experience. The careful deployment of descriptive passages
serves both aesthetic and thematic purposes.

Dialogue and Characterization

Dialogue in this section reveals character motivations and social dynamics
subtly yet effectively. Fitzgerald’s ability to capture the nuances of speech
contributes to the realism and depth of the story. The interactions between
characters in part 3 are pivotal in advancing the narrative.

Historical and Social Context

The sensible thing f scott fitzgerald summary 3 benefits from an
understanding of the historical period in which the story is set and written.
The Jazz Age, marked by rapid social change, economic prosperity, and
evolving gender roles, provides the backdrop for the narrative.

Impact of the Jazz Age

The cultural atmosphere of the 1920s influences the characters’ values and
conflicts. Fitzgerald captures the era’s contradictions—between traditional
morality and modern liberation—-which are reflected in the protagonist’s
dilemma. This context enriches the interpretation of the story’s themes.



Gender Roles and Expectations

The story critically examines the prescribed roles for women during the early
20th century. Part 3 highlights the protagonist’s struggle against these
constraints, illustrating broader societal tensions. Fitzgerald’s portrayal
offers insight into the limitations and possibilities faced by women of the
time.

Significance in Fitzgerald’s Literary Canon

Though less renowned than Fitzgerald’s major works, "The Sensible Thing"
holds significance in his oeuvre for its exploration of themes consistent
with his broader literary concerns. The summary of part 3 underscores the
story’s contribution to understanding Fitzgerald’s perspective on human
nature and society.

Relation to Major Works

The story shares thematic parallels with Fitzgerald’s novels such as "The
Great Gatsby" and "Tender Is the Night," particularly in its focus on social
critique and character psychology. Its concise format allows for a focused
examination of ideas that permeate his larger narratives.

Legacy and Critical Reception

While not as widely studied, "The Sensible Thing" has attracted scholarly
interest for its stylistic finesse and thematic depth. Part 3's summary
reflects the story’s enduring relevance and the sophistication of
Fitzgerald’s short fiction craft.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Sensible Thing' by F.
Scott Fitzgerald in summary 3?

‘The Sensible Thing' explores themes of love, self-awareness, and the
conflict between passion and practicality, highlighting the protagonist's
internal struggle to choose the sensible path.

Who is the protagonist in 'The Sensible Thing' and
what dilemma do they face in summary 3?

The protagonist is a young man torn between following his heart and making a



rational decision, ultimately reflecting on the consequences of choosing the
'sensible thing.'

How does F. Scott Fitzgerald portray the conflict
between emotion and reason in 'The Sensible Thing'
summary 37

Fitzgerald portrays this conflict through vivid character introspection and
narrative tension, showing how the protagonist grapples with emotional
desires versus societal expectations of reason.

What is the resolution of the story in 'The Sensible
Thing' summary 3?

In summary 3, the protagonist decides to follow the sensible choice,
sacrificing personal happiness for stability, which leaves a bittersweet tone
to the story's conclusion.

How does 'The Sensible Thing' reflect F. Scott
Fitzgerald's writing style in summary 37

The story reflects Fitzgerald's lyrical prose, focus on internal conflict,
and critique of social norms, capturing the nuanced emotions of the
characters within a concise narrative.

Additional Resources

1. The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald

This classic novel explores themes of wealth, love, and the American Dream
during the Roaring Twenties. It tells the story of Jay Gatsby, a mysterious
millionaire, and his obsessive love for Daisy Buchanan. The narrative delves
into the moral decay and superficiality behind the glittering facade of high
society.

2. This Side of Paradise by F. Scott Fitzgerald

Fitzgerald’s debut novel follows Amory Blaine, a young man from a wealthy
family, as he navigates love, ambition, and disillusionment in post-World War
I America. The book captures the spirit of the Jazz Age and explores the
complexities of youth and self-identity. It is noted for its innovative
narrative style and introspective tone.

3. Tender Is the Night by F. Scott Fitzgerald

Set on the French Riviera in the late 1920s, this novel centers on the
glamorous but troubled psychiatrist Dick Diver and his wife, Nicole. The
story examines themes of mental illness, the decline of the American
expatriate community, and the fragility of relationships. Fitzgerald’s
lyrical prose paints a vivid picture of decadence and despair.



4. The Beautiful and Damned by F. Scott Fitzgerald

This novel chronicles the lives of Anthony Patch and his wife, Gloria, as
they await the inheritance of a fortune. Their lives spiral into decadence,
moral decay, and disillusionment, reflecting the emptiness of wealth and
privilege. The book is a poignant critique of the Jazz Age's excesses and the
pursuit of pleasure.

5. Flapper: A Madcap Story of Sex, Style, Celebrity, and the Women Who Made
America Modern by Joshua Zeitz

This nonfiction work explores the cultural phenomenon of the flapper in the
1920s, a symbol often connected to Fitzgerald’s literary world. It highlights
the lives of women who challenged traditional roles through fashion,
behavior, and social attitudes. The book provides historical context for
understanding the social dynamics present in Fitzgerald'’s stories.

6. The Sun Also Rises by Ernest Hemingway

Though not by Fitzgerald, this novel shares themes of the Lost Generation,
expatriate life, and postwar disillusionment. It follows a group of American
and British expatriates traveling from Paris to Spain. Hemingway’s sparse
style contrasts with Fitzgerald’s more ornate prose, yet both authors capture
the zeitgeist of the 1920s.

7. The Age of Innocence by Edith Wharton

Set in upper-class New York society in the 1870s, this novel explores themes
of societal expectations, love, and repression. While predating Fitzgerald’s
time, it provides a sharp contrast to the Jazz Age's liberation and
decadence. Wharton’s critique of social conventions complements Fitzgerald’s
examination of changing American values.

8. Jazz by Toni Morrison

This novel, set in 1920s Harlem, delves into themes of love, violence, and
the African American experience during the Jazz Age. Morrison’s rich, poetic
language and complex characters offer a different perspective on the era that
Fitzgerald famously depicted. The book celebrates the cultural vibrancy and
struggles of the time.

9. Some Sort of Epic Grandeur: The Life of F. Scott Fitzgerald by Matthew J.
Bruccoli

This comprehensive biography provides deep insights into Fitzgerald’s life,
works, and the historical context of his writing. Bruccoli explores
Fitzgerald’s personal struggles, literary achievements, and the social milieu
of the Jazz Age. It is an essential read for understanding the man behind the
novels related to "The Sensible Thing."

The Sensible Thing F Scott Fitzgerald Summary 3

The Sensible Thing F Scott Fitzgerald Summary 3


https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com/textbook-ga-24-2-41/the-sensible-thing-f-scott-fitzgerald-summary-3.pdf

Related Articles

e the problem of democracy shadi hamid
e the sermon on the mount emmet fox

e the secret destiny of america

Back to Home


https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com/textbook-ga-24-2-41/the-problem-of-democracy-shadi-hamid.pdf
https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com/textbook-ga-24-2-41/the-sermon-on-the-mount-emmet-fox.pdf
https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com/textbook-ga-24-2-41/the-secret-destiny-of-america.pdf
https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com

