THE ROCKY HORROR PICTURE SHOW SCIENCE FICTION DOUBLE
FEATURE

THE ROCKY HORROR PICTURE SHOW SCIENCE FICTION DOUBLE FEATURE IS AN ICONIC PHRASE THAT RESONATES DEEPLY WITH
FANS OF CULT CINEMA AND MUSICAL THEATRE ALIKE. ORIGINATING FROM THE 1975 CULT CLASSIC FILM “THE Rocky HORROR
PICTURE SHOW,” THIS PHRASE REFERS SPECIFICALLY TO THE OPENING SONG THAT SETS THE TONE FOR THE ENTIRE MOVIE. THE
SONG PAYS HOMAGE TO CLASSIC SCIENCE FICTION AND HORROR FILMS THROUGH ITS LYRICS, WHICH MENTION VARIOUS
INFLUENTIAL MOVIES AND CHARACTERS. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE ORIGINS, SIGNIFICANCE, AND CULTURAL IMPACT OF “THE
Rocky HorrOR PICTURE SHOW SCIENCE FICTION DOUBLE FEATURE,” HIGHLIGHTING ITS ROLE AS BOTH AN INTRODUCTION TO
THE FILM AND A CELEBRATION OF GENRE CINEMA. ADDITIONALLY, THE ARTICLE WILL DELVE INTO THE LYRICS’ REFERENCES, THE
SONG'S MUSICAL COMPOSITION, AND ITS ENDURING POPULARITY WITHIN THE CULT FILM COMMUNITY. READERS WILL GAIN A
COMPREHENSIVE UNDERSTANDING OF WHY THIS PIECE REMAINS A BELOVED AND ESSENTIAL PART OF THE Rocky HORROR
EXPERIENCE.
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ORIGINS AND BACKGROUND OF THE SONG

THe “Rocky HorroRr PICTURE SHOow ScienCE FicTION DousLE FEATURE” WAS WRITTEN BY RICHARD O'BRIEN, THE CREATOR
OF THE ORIGINAL STAGE MUSICAL “THE RockY HORROR SHOW,” WHICH LATER WAS ADAPTED INTO THE 1975 FILM. THE SONG
SERVES AS THE OPENING NUMBER OF BOTH THE STAGE PRODUCTION AND THE FILM, EFFECTIVELY SETTING THE STAGE FOR THE
CAMPY, GENRE-BENDING NARRATIVE THAT FOLLOWS. THE PHRASE “SCIENCE FICTION DOUBLE FEATURE” REFERS TO THE
MID-20TH-CENTURY PRACTICE OF SHOWING TWO SCIENCE FICTION OR HORROR MOVIES BACK-TO-BACK AT THEATERS, A
POPULAR FORM OF ENTERTAINMENT DURING THE 1950s anp 1960s.

RicHARD O’BRIEN’S INSPIRATION

RiICHARD O’BRIEN DREW INSPIRATION FROM HIS LOVE OF B-MOVIES AND CLASSIC SCI-FI FILMS, WHICH HEAVILY INFLUENCED THE
TONE AND CONTENT OF THE ROCKY HORROR FRANCHISE. THE SONG ACTS AS A NOSTALGIC TRIBUTE TO THE GOLDEN AGE OF
SCIENCE FICTION CINEMA, HIGHLIGHTING THE OBSCURE YET BELOVED FILMS THAT SHAPED GENRE STORY TELLING. O’BRIEN’S CLEVER
LYRICS AND CATCHY MELODY ENCAPSULATE THE SPIRIT OF THESE DOUBLE FEATURES, INVITING AUDIENCES INTO A \WWORLD OF
QUIRKY HORROR AND SCI-FI FUN.

INITIAL ReECeEPTION AND USAGE

UPON ITS DEBUT IN THE ORIGINAL STAGE PRODUCTION, THE “Science FIcTION DoUBLE FEATURE” WAS PRAISED FOR ITS WITTY
AND AFFECTIONATE NOD TO GENRE CLASSICS. |T QUICKLY BECAME A FAN FAVORITE, AND ITS INCLUSION IN THE 1975 FiLM
ADAPTATION HELPED CEMENT ITS STATUS AS AN ESSENTIAL COMPONENT OF THE Rocky HORROR LEGACY. THE SONG'S
INTRODUCTION DRAWS THE AUDIENCE INTO THE FILM’S UNIQUE BLEND OF HORROR, SCIENCE FICTION, AND MUSICAL COMEDY.



LYRICS AND FILM ReFERENCES

THE LYRICS OF THE “ScIENCE FICTION DOUBLE FEATURE” ARE RICH WITH REFERENCES TO ICONIC SCI-FI AND HORROR FILMS AND
CHARACTERS, MAKING IT A TREASURE TROVE FOR GENRE ENTHUSIASTS. THE SONG NAME-DROPS SEVERAL CLASSIC MOVIES,
PAYING HOMAGE TO THE INFLUENCES THAT INSPIRED THE ROCKY HORROR NARRATIVE AND AESTHETIC.

NoTABLE FILM MENTIONS

THE SONG REFERENCES A VARIETY OF FILMS THAT WERE POPULAR DURING THE MID-20TH CENTURY, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED
TO:

o FLASH GORDON — THE SPACE OPERA HERO KNOWN FOR HIS ADVENTURES BATTLING EVIL FORCES IN THE GALAXY.
® DRACULA - THE LEGENDARY VAMPIRE FIGURE FROM BRAM STOKER’S NOVEL, FEATURED IN NUMEROUS HORROR FILMS.

® THE INVISIBLE MAN — A CLASSIC SCIENCE FICTION TALE ABOUT A SCIENTIST WHO BECOMES INVISIBLE THROUGH
EXPERIMENTATION.

® THE BRIDE OF FRANKENSTEIN — A PIVOTAL HORROR FILM FEATURING THE MONSTER’S MATE, SYMBOLIZING CLASSIC
MONSTER MOVIE TROPES.

* FORBIDDEN PLANET — A SCIENCE FICTION FILM THAT EXPLORES SPACE TRAVEL AND ALIEN ENCOUNTERS.

THEMATIC SIGNIFICANCE

BY INCORPORATING THESE REFERENCES, THE SONG ESTABLISHES A THEMATIC CONNECTION BET\WEEN Rocky HORROR AND THE
LINEAGE OF SCIENCE FICTION AND HORROR CINEMA. THIS CONNECTION EMPHASIZES THE FILM’S PLAYFUL PASTICHE NATURE,
BLENDING GENRES AND CELEBRATING THE IMAGINATIVE STORYTELLING OF EARLIER DECADES. THE LYRICS ALSO EVOKE A SENSE OF
NOSTALGIA, APPEALING TO AUDIENCES WHO APPRECIATE THE HISTORY AND EVOLUTION OF CULT FILM CULTURE.

MusicaL COMPOSITION AND STYLE

THE MUSICAL STYLE OF THE “ScCIENCE FICTION DouBLE FEATURE” IS A KEY ELEMENT THAT COMPLEMENTS ITS LYRICAL CONTENT
AND SETS THE TONE FOR THE RockyY HOrRROR PICTURE SHOW. THE SONG COMBINES ELEMENTS OF 1950s aND 1960s pPop AND
ROCK WITH THEATRICAL FLAIR, CREATING AN ENGAGING AND MEMORABLE OPENING NUMBER.

MELODY AND ARRANGEMENT

THE MELODY OF THE SONG IS SIMPLE YET CATCHY, DESIGNED TO BE EASILY REMEMBERED AND SUNG ALONG BY AUDIENCES. THE
ARRANGEMENT TYPICALLY FEATURES PIANO ACCOMPANIMENT, WITH A SMOOTH VOCAL DELIVERY THAT CONTRASTS WITH THE
ENERGETIC NUMBERS THAT FOLLOW IN THE SHOW. THIS CONTRAST HELPS CREATE A DRAMATIC BUILDUP, DRAWING VIEWERS INTO
THE FILM’S ECCENTRIC WORLD.

PERFORMANCE AND INTERPRETATION

IN BOTH STAGE AND FILM VERSIONS, THE SONG IS PERFORMED BY THE CHARACTER KNOWN AS THE USHERETTE OR A SIMILAR
ROLE, WHO WELCOMES THE AUDIENCE WITH AN AIR OF MYSTERY AND EXCITEMENT. THIS PERFORMANCE STYLE ENHANCES THE
SONG’S ROLE AS AN INTRODUCTION AND INVITATION TO AN UNCONVENTIONAL EXPERIENCE. THE MUSICAL TONE IS BOTH
REVERENT AND PLAYFUL, REFLECTING THE DUAL NATURE OF THE Rocky HorrOR PICTURE SHOW ITSELF.



CULTURAL IMPACT AND LEGACY

THe “Rocky Horror PICTURE SHOW ScIeNCE FICTION DouBLE FEATURE” HAS ACHIEVED A SIGNIFICANT CULTURAL STATUS
BEYOND ITS ORIGINAL CONTEXT. |T REMAINS ONE OF THE MOST RECOGNIZABLE AND CELEBRATED OPENING NUMBERS IN MUSICAL
THEATRE AND CULT FILM HISTORY.

RoLEe IN CULT FILM SCREENINGS

DURING MIDNIGHT SCREENINGS AND LIVE PERFORMANCES OF THE Rocky HORROR PICTURE SHOW, THIS SONG OFTEN SERVES AS
THE KEY MOMENT WHEN AUDIENCES SHIFT FROM SPECTATORS TO PARTICIPANTS. |TS FAMILIAR LYRICS AND MELODY ENCOURAGE
SING-ALONGS AND AUDIENCE INTERACTION, FOSTERING A SENSE OF COMMUNITY AMONG FANS.

INFLUENCE ON PoPULAR CULTURE

THE SONG’S REFERENCES HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO RENEWED INTEREST IN THE CLASSIC FILMS IT MENTIONS, INSPIRING
RETROSPECTIVES AND REVIVALS OF VINTAGE SCIENCE FICTION AND HORROR CINEMA. ADDITIONALLY, ITS CATCHY TUNE AND
NOSTALGIC LYRICS HAVE BEEN COVERED AND REFERENCED IN VARIOUS MEDIA, MAINTAINING ITS RELEVANCE ACROSS GENERATIONS.

ENDURING APPEAL

THE BLEND OF HOMAGE, HUMOR, AND MUSICALITY ENSURES THAT THE “Science FicTion DousLE FEATURE” REMAINS A BELOVED
PIECE OF ENTERTAINMENT. |T ENCAPSULATES THE SPIRIT OF THE Rocky HORROR PICTURE SHOW AND THE BROADER
APPRECIATION FOR GENRE STORYTELLING THAT CONTINUES TO THRIVE IN FAN COMMUNITIES W ORLDWIDE.

THe SoNG’s RoLE IN THE Rocky HORROR PICTURE SHOW EXPERIENCE

THe “Science FicTion DousLE FEATURE” IS MORE THAN JUST AN OPENING SONG;, IT IS A CRITICAL ELEMENT OF THE IMMERSIVE
EXPERIENCE THAT DEFINES THE RoCkY HORROR PICTURE SHOW. ITS PLACEMENT AND CONTENT PREPARE AUDIENCES FOR THE
UNIQUE BLEND OF CAMP, HORROR, AND MUSICAL ELEMENTS THAT CHARACTERIZE THE SHOW.

SETTING THE TONE

AS THE FIRST MUSICAL NUMBER, THE SONG ESTABLISHES AN ATMOSPHERE OF PLAYFUL NOSTALGIA AND GENRE AW ARENESS. IT
SIGNALS TO THE AUDIENCE THAT THEY ARE ABOUT TO EMBARK ON AN UNCONVENTIONAL JOURNEY THAT CELEBRATES AND
SUBVERTS TRADITIONAL SCIENCE FICTION AND HORROR TROPES.

AUDIENCE ENGAGEMENT

THE FAMILIAR REFERENCES AND SING-ALONG QUALITY OF THE SONG ENCOURAGE ACTIVE PARTICIPATION, WHICH IS A HALLMARK
OF Rocky HORROR SCREENINGS. THIS ENGAGEMENT TRANSFORMS THE VIEWING EXPERIENCE INTO A COMMUNAL EVENT, FOSTERING
LASTING FAN DEVOTION AND INTERACTIVE TRADITIONS SUCH AS SHADOW CASTS AND CALL-BACKS.

INTEGRATION WITH THE NARRATIVE

\W/HILE THE SONG ITSELF IS A STANDALONE TRIBUTE, IT ALSO FORESHADOWS THE FILM’S THEMES OF TRANSFORMATION,
IDENTITY, AND THE BLENDING OF SCIENCE FICTION AND HORROR ELEMENTS. THIS INTEGRATION REINFORCES THE OVERALL COHESION
OF THE Rocky HORROR PICTURE SHOW’S STORYTELLING AND ARTISTIC VISION.



FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT I1s ‘Science FicTioN DousLE FEATURE' IN THE Rocky HorROR PICTURE SHOW?

'Science FIcTION DouBLE FEATURE' IS THE OPENING SONG OF THE RockY HORROR PICTURE SHOW, WHERE THE NARRATOR
REFERENCES CLASSIC SCI-FI AND HORROR FILMS THAT INSPIRED THE MUSICAL.

\W/HO ORIGINALLY WROTE AND PERFORMED ’'ScIENCE FicTION DousLE FEATURE'?

RicHARD OBRIEN, THE CREATOR OF THE RockY HORROR PICTURE SHOW, WROTE 'SCIENCE FICTION DOUBLE FEATURE, AND IT
WAS ORIGINALLY PERFORMED BY PATRICIA QUINN IN THE OPENING SCENE.

WHY 1s 'Science FicTion DousLE FEATURE' CONSIDERED ICONIC IN THE Rocky
HoRrRROR PICTURE SHOW?

THE SONG SETS THE TONE FOR THE CULT CLASSIC BY PAYING HOMAGE TO VINTAGE SCI-FI FILMS AND ESTABLISHING THE QUIRKY,
CAMPY ATMOSPHERE OF THE SHOW.

W/HICH CLASSIC FILMS ARE REFERENCED IN THE ‘ScieNce FicTioN DousLE FEATURE’
SONG?

THE SONG REFERENCES FILMS SUCH AS ‘FLASH GorDoN’, ‘KING KoNG’, “THE DAY THE EARTH STooD STILL', AND “THE INVISIBLE
MAN’, AMONG OTHERS.

How DoEs ‘ScieNce FIcTION DouBLE FEATURE' CONTRIBUTE TO THE THEME OF THE
Rocky HorrOR PICTURE SHOW?

[T HIGHLIGHTS THE INFLUENCE OF CLASSIC SCI-FI AND HORROR GENRES ON THE MUSICAL, EMPHASIZING THEMES OF NOSTALGIA,
FANTASY, AND THE CELEBRATION OF CULT CINEMA.

HAs ‘Science FicTioN DouBLE FEATURE' BEEN COVERED OR REFERENCED OUTSIDE THE
Rocky HorrOR PICTURE SHOW?

YES, MANY ARTISTS AND FANS HAVE COVERED THE SONG, AND IT HAS BEEN REFERENCED IN POP CULTURE AS A SYMBOL OF CULT
FILM FANDOM.

W/HAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE ‘ScieNce FicTioN DousLE FEATURE' LYRICS
MENTIONING A ‘RICHARD NIXON' IN THE SONG?

THE LYRIC ‘RICHARD NixON, ‘I'M COMING BACK AGAIN'' HUMOROUSLY REFERENCES THE FORMER U.S. PRESIDENT IN A SCIFI
CONTEXT, ENHANCING THE SONG'S QUIRKY AND SATIRICAL TONE.

\W/HERE CAN | WATCH THE PERFORMANCE OF ‘Science FicTioN DousLE FEATURE' IN THE
Rocky HorRrROR PICTURE SHOW?

YOU CAN WATCH IT IN THE 1975 FILM ADAPTATION OF THE Rocky HORROR PICTURE SHOW, AS WELL AS IN VARIOUS STAGE
PRODUCTIONS AND DVD RELEASES.

WHAT ROLE DOES ‘ScleNce FicTIoN DousLE FEATURE’ PLAY DURING Rocky HORROR



PICTURE SHOW LIVE SCREENINGS?

IT SERVES AS THE OPENING NUMBER, OFTEN ACCOMPANIED BY AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION AND SING-ALONGS, HELPING TO ENGAGE
THE AUDIENCE RIGHT FROM THE START.

ARE THERE ANY NOTABLE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE STAGE AND FILM VERSIONS OF
‘Science FicTioN DousLE FEATURE'?

W/HILE THE CORE LYRICS AND MELODY REMAIN THE SAME, THE FILM VERSION FEATURES PATRICIA QUINN’S PERFORMANCE WITH
SPECIFIC CINEMATIC ELEMENTS, WHEREAS STAGE VERSIONS MAY VARY SLIGHTLY IN STAGING AND PERFORMER INTERPRETATION.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. THE Rocky Horror PicTURE SHOW COMPANION: THE FIRST 25 YEARS

THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE DELVES INTO THE HISTORY, PRODUCTION, AND CULTURAL IMPACT OF THE CULT CLASSIC FILM AND
STAGE SHOW. FEATURING INTERVIEWS WITH CAST AND CREW, BEHIND-THE-SCENES PHOTOS, AND ANALYSIS OF THE
SOUNDTRACK, IT IS AN ESSENTIAL READ FOR FANS. THE BOOK ALSO EXPLORES THE FAN PHENOMENON AND MIDNIGHT SCREENINGS
THAT HAVE KEPT THE SHOW ALIVE FOR DECADES.

2. Science FicTion DoUsLE FEATURE: THE MAKING oF Rocky HoORROR

AN IN-DEPTH LOOK AT THE CREATION OF THE ICONIC “SCIENCE FIcTION/DoUBLE FEATURE” OPENING NUMBER AND ITS
SIGNIFICANCE WITHIN THE FILM. THE BOOK EXAMINES THE INSPIRATIONS BEHIND THE SONG, ITS LYRICAL REFERENCES TO CLASSIC
SCI-FI FILMS, AND HOW IT SETS THE TONE FOR THE ENTIRE ROCKY HORROR EXPERIENCE. |T ALSO INCLUDES RARE CONCEPT ART
AND STORYBOARD SKETCHES.

3. TiMe Warp: THE Rocky HorrOR PICTURE SHOW AND ITS LEGACY

THIS TITLE EXPLORES THE ENDURING APPEAL OF ROCKY HORROR, FOCUSING ON ITS THEMES OF SELF-EXPRESSION, GENDER
FLUIDITY, AND REBELLION. THE BOOK DISCUSSES HOW THE FILM CHALLENGED SOCIAL NORMS UPON ITS RELEASE AND ITS ONGOING
INFLUENCE IN POPULAR CULTURE. FANS WILL APPRECIATE THE ANALYSIS OF FAN RITUALS, COSTUMES, AND COMMUNITY.

4. From ScriPT TO SCrREEN: THE STORY OF Rocky HorrOR

DETAILING THE JOURNEY FROM RICHARD O’BRIEN’S ORIGINAL STAGE PLAY TO THE CULT FILM, THIS BOOK HIGHLIGHTS KEY
CHANGES AND CREATIVE DECISIONS. |T OFFERS INSIGHT INTO CASTING CHOICES, SET DESIGN, AND THE FILM’S UNIQUE BLEND OF
HORROR, COMEDY, AND MUSICAL GENRES. ANECDOTES FROM THOSE INVOLVED PROVIDE A PERSONAL TOUCH.

5. Frank N. FURTER: THE MAN BEHIND THE MASK

A CHARACTER STUDY OF DR. FRANK N. FURTER, THE ENIGMATIC AND FLAMBOYANT PROTAGONIST OF RoCkY HORROR. THIS
BOOK EXPLORES HIS ROLE AS AN ANTIHERO AND ICON OF QUEER CULTURE, ANALYZING HIS PERSONALITY, MOTIVATIONS, AND
IMPACT ON AUDIENCES. |T ALSO LOOKS AT VARIOUS PORTRAYALS OF FRANK IN STAGE REVIVALS AND ADAPTATIONS.

6. THE CuLT oF Rocky Horror: FANDOM AND MIDNIGHT SCREENINGS

THIS BOOK INVESTIGATES THE UNIQUE FAN CULTURE SURROUNDING RoCkY HORROR PICTURE SHOW , FOCUSING ON MIDNIGHT
SCREENINGS AND AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION. |T COVERS THE ORIGINS OF THE SHADOW CAST PHENOMENON, FAN RITUALS, AND

HOW THESE GATHERINGS CREATE A SENSE OF COMMUNITY. INTERVIEWS WITH SUPERFANS AND EVENT ORGANIZERS ENRICH THE
NARRATIVE.

7. Rocky HorrorR SOUNDTRACK: A MUSICAL ANALYSIS

AN EXPLORATION OF THE FILM'S SOUNDTRACK, THIS BOOK BREAKS DOWN EACH SONG’S MUSICAL COMPOSITION, LYRICS, AND
THEMATIC RELEVANCE. |T HIGHLIGHTS THE BLEND OF GLAM ROCK, POP, AND THEATRICAL STYLES THAT DEFINE THE SOUNDTRACK’S
UNIQUE SOUND. ADDITIONALLY, IT TRACES THE INFLUENCE OF THE MUSIC ON LATER ARTISTS AND GENRES.

8. TRANSGRESSIVE THEATER: THE LEGACY OF Rocky HOrRROR

FOCUSING ON THE STAGE ORIGINS AND THEATRICAL INNOVATIONS OF ROCkY HORROR, THIS BOOK EXAMINES HOW IT PUSHED
BOUNDARIES IN PERFORMANCE ART. |T DISCUSSES ITS INFLUENCE ON LGBTQ+ THEATER, CAMP AESTHETICS, AND AUDIENCE
INTERACTION. THE TEXT ALSO CONTEXTUALIZES THE SHOW WITHIN THE BROADER HISTORY OF EXPERIMENTAL THEATER.

9. Science FicTioNn DoUsLE FEATURE: A Guipe To CLASSIC B-Movies



INSPIRED BY THE OPENING NUMBER, THIS BOOK SERVES AS A TRIBUTE TO THE CLASSIC SCI-FI AND HORROR FILMS REFERENCED IN
Rocky HORROR. T PROVIDES SYNOPSES, PRODUCTION HISTORIES, AND CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE OF MOVIES LIKE “THE DAY THE
EARTH STooD STILL” AND “FORBIDDEN PLANET.” PERFECT FOR FANS INTERESTED IN THE FILM’S ROOTS AND GENRE HISTORY.
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