
the paper bag princess story
the paper bag princess story is a beloved children’s tale that has captivated readers for decades
with its unique take on traditional fairy tales. Written by Robert Munsch and illustrated by Michael
Martchenko, this story stands out for its empowering narrative and clever subversion of classic
princess stereotypes. The paper bag princess story revolves around a princess who, after a dragon
kidnaps her prince, uses her intelligence and courage to outwit the beast, all while wearing a simple
paper bag. This narrative has become an essential example of feminist literature for children,
promoting themes of independence, resilience, and self-worth. In this article, we will explore the
origins of the paper bag princess story, analyze its key themes and characters, and discuss its
impact on children’s literature and society. Furthermore, practical ideas for incorporating the story
into educational settings will be examined. Below is the table of contents outlining the main sections
covered in this comprehensive discussion.
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Origins and Background of the Paper Bag Princess
Story

The paper bag princess story was first published in 1980, authored by Canadian writer Robert
Munsch. Known for his engaging storytelling style and ability to connect with young audiences,
Munsch created a narrative that challenged the conventional norms of princess stories prevalent at
the time. The illustrations by Michael Martchenko complement the text, enhancing the humorous
and empowering tone throughout the book.

Author and Illustrator Collaboration

Robert Munsch’s collaboration with Michael Martchenko resulted in a visually engaging and
memorable children’s book. Martchenko’s illustrations provide vivid imagery that brings the story’s
characters and setting to life. The synergy between the playful text and expressive artwork
contributes significantly to the story’s enduring popularity.



Historical Context and Inspiration

The paper bag princess story emerged during a period when children’s literature was beginning to
embrace more progressive and diverse themes. Munsch was inspired to write a story that inverted
typical fairy tale tropes, particularly the damsel-in-distress motif. By portraying a princess who
rescues herself, the story reflects broader cultural shifts toward gender equality and empowerment.

Plot Summary and Key Characters

The paper bag princess story follows Princess Elizabeth, who lives in a castle with her prince fiancé,
Ronald. A fierce dragon attacks the castle, destroying Elizabeth’s home and kidnapping Ronald.
Despite losing her royal clothes in the attack, Elizabeth dons a paper bag and embarks on a daring
mission to rescue her prince. Using her wit and bravery, she confronts the dragon, outsmarts him,
and frees Ronald.

Princess Elizabeth: The Protagonist

Princess Elizabeth is portrayed as intelligent, resourceful, and courageous. Unlike traditional
princesses who often await rescue, Elizabeth takes initiative and displays remarkable independence.
Her choice to wear a paper bag instead of fancy clothes symbolizes her rejection of superficial
appearances and societal expectations.

Prince Ronald and the Dragon

Prince Ronald serves as the catalyst for the story’s conflict, being captured by the dragon early on.
The dragon is a typical fairy tale antagonist, but its defeat by Elizabeth’s cleverness adds a fresh
twist. Ronald’s reaction at the end of the story highlights the story’s central message about true
character and respect.

Plot Highlights

The dragon’s attack and destruction of the castle

Elizabeth’s decision to wear a paper bag and set out alone

The encounter and clever confrontation with the dragon

Elizabeth’s rescue of Prince Ronald

The prince’s dismissive response and Elizabeth’s final reaction



Themes and Symbolism in the Paper Bag Princess Story

The paper bag princess story is rich with themes and symbolism that resonate deeply with readers of
all ages. Its narrative challenges gender roles and societal expectations, encouraging readers to
value intelligence and courage over appearance and status.

Empowerment and Independence

Central to the story is the theme of female empowerment. Elizabeth embodies independence,
proving that strength and heroism are not confined to traditional gender roles. The story promotes
the idea that individuals can take control of their destinies through determination and cleverness.

Appearance versus Reality

The paper bag worn by Elizabeth symbolizes the rejection of materialism and the importance of
inner qualities. The contrast between Elizabeth’s humble attire and her heroic actions critiques
superficial judgments based on looks and possessions.

Subversion of Traditional Fairy Tale Tropes

The story subverts the classic fairy tale formula by reversing the roles of rescuer and rescued.
Instead of the prince saving the princess, Elizabeth saves Ronald and ultimately rejects him for his
shallow attitude. This reversal encourages critical thinking about conventional narratives.

Impact on Children’s Literature and Feminist
Narratives

The paper bag princess story has had a significant influence on children’s literature, particularly in
the realm of feminist storytelling. It opened doors for more diverse and complex female characters
and inspired authors and educators to rethink how gender roles are represented in children’s books.

Influence on Subsequent Literature

Following the success of the paper bag princess story, many children’s authors began incorporating
strong, independent female protagonists in their works. The story’s popularity helped shift the



landscape of children’s literature toward more inclusive and empowering narratives.

Reception and Criticism

The story has been widely praised for its progressive message and engaging storytelling. However,
some critics have debated its portrayal of the prince and the story’s approach to relationships.
Despite this, the book remains a staple in many educational and literary settings.

Role in Feminist Education

The paper bag princess story is frequently used as a tool to teach children about gender equality,
self-respect, and critical thinking. Its accessible narrative and relatable protagonist make it effective
in promoting discussions about stereotypes and empowerment.

Educational Applications and Teaching Ideas

Educators often utilize the paper bag princess story to foster literacy skills and encourage
discussions on important social themes. The story’s rich content allows for a variety of teaching
strategies in classrooms and libraries.

Discussion and Critical Thinking Activities

Teachers can engage students in conversations about the story’s themes, such as gender roles and
self-identity. Critical thinking questions might include:

What makes Princess Elizabeth a hero?

How does the story challenge traditional fairy tales?

Why is Elizabeth’s choice to wear a paper bag significant?

Creative Projects and Role-Playing

Students can participate in creative activities like acting out scenes, designing alternative endings,
or creating their own stories inspired by the paper bag princess story. Such exercises encourage
imagination and reinforce comprehension.



Cross-Curricular Connections

The story can be integrated into lessons on history, social studies, and art. For example,
comparisons can be made between traditional fairy tales and the paper bag princess story to analyze
cultural shifts. Art projects might involve creating costumes or illustrations based on the narrative.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Paper Bag Princess' story?
The main theme of 'The Paper Bag Princess' is empowerment and challenging traditional gender
roles, showcasing a princess who rescues herself rather than relying on a prince.

Who is the protagonist in 'The Paper Bag Princess' and what
makes her unique?
The protagonist is Princess Elizabeth, who is unique because she is clever, resourceful, and brave,
using her intelligence to save Prince Ronald instead of waiting to be rescued.

How does 'The Paper Bag Princess' challenge traditional fairy
tale norms?
It challenges traditional norms by portraying the princess as the hero who saves the prince, rather
than being a passive character waiting for rescue, thereby subverting typical gender stereotypes.

What role does the paper bag play in the story?
The paper bag symbolizes Elizabeth's resilience and resourcefulness, as she wears it after her
clothes are destroyed by the dragon and continues her quest to rescue the prince despite her
appearance.

Why did Elizabeth reject Prince Ronald at the end of the story?
Elizabeth rejects Prince Ronald because he insults her appearance after she rescues him,
highlighting the importance of self-respect and not tolerating unkindness.

What lesson can children learn from 'The Paper Bag Princess'?
Children can learn about independence, courage, and the value of intelligence and self-respect, as
well as the importance of looking beyond appearances and traditional roles.

Who wrote 'The Paper Bag Princess' and when was it



published?
'The Paper Bag Princess' was written by Robert Munsch and illustrated by Michael Martchenko, first
published in 1980.

Additional Resources
1. The Paper Bag Princess by Robert Munsch
This classic children’s book tells the story of Princess Elizabeth, who outsmarts a fierce dragon after
he burns down her castle and kidnaps her prince. Wearing only a paper bag, she uses her wit and
courage to rescue him. The story challenges traditional fairy tale roles and emphasizes
independence and cleverness over appearances.

2. Not All Princesses Dress in Pink by Jane Yolen and Heidi E. Y. Stemple
This book celebrates princesses who are adventurous, brave, and strong, breaking away from the
stereotypical image of princesses always wearing pink and waiting to be rescued. It encourages
children to embrace diverse interests and qualities. Much like The Paper Bag Princess, it promotes
empowerment and self-confidence.

3. Princess Smartypants by Babette Cole
Princess Smartypants is a clever and independent princess who refuses to marry any of her royal
suitors. She uses her intelligence and wit to navigate her world on her own terms. The story
humorously flips traditional fairy tale conventions, similar to the tone in The Paper Bag Princess.

4. Dragons Love Tacos by Adam Rubin
Although not about princesses, this book features dragons in a fun and whimsical way. It tells the
story of dragons who love tacos but have a fiery reaction to spicy salsa. The playful take on dragons
complements the dragon theme present in The Paper Bag Princess.

5. The Princess Knight by Cornelia Funke
This tale follows a princess who dreams of becoming a knight and proves her bravery and strength
in a kingdom that expects her to be a traditional princess. The story highlights themes of courage,
determination, and breaking gender norms, much like The Paper Bag Princess.

6. Grace for President by Kelly DiPucchio
Grace decides to run for president in her school election, demonstrating leadership and
determination. Though not a fairy tale, this story shares the theme of empowerment and challenging
expectations, similar to the message in The Paper Bag Princess.

7. The Paper Bag Princess: A Pop-up Book by Robert Munsch and Michael Martchenko
This interactive pop-up edition of the beloved classic brings the story of Princess Elizabeth to life
with vibrant illustrations and movable parts. It offers a new way for readers to engage with the
empowering tale. This version maintains the original story’s themes of resourcefulness and courage.

8. Princess in Black by Shannon Hale and Dean Hale
This book series features a princess who leads a double life as a superhero fighting monsters. The
stories challenge traditional princess stereotypes by blending adventure, bravery, and humor. It
shares The Paper Bag Princess’s spirit of redefining what it means to be a princess.

9. Interstellar Cinderella by Deborah Underwood



A futuristic retelling of the Cinderella story where the protagonist is a mechanic who dreams of
fixing spaceships and building her own rocket. This book combines themes of ingenuity, ambition,
and breaking traditional roles, much like The Paper Bag Princess challenges expectations of
princesses.

The Paper Bag Princess Story

The Paper Bag Princess Story

Related Articles
the rules of hip hop
the secret language of astrology
the shang and zhou dynasties worksheet answers

Back to Home

https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com/textbook-ga-24-2-41/the-paper-bag-princess-story.pdf
https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com/textbook-ga-24-2-41/the-rules-of-hip-hop.pdf
https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com/textbook-ga-24-2-41/the-secret-language-of-astrology.pdf
https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com/textbook-ga-24-2-41/the-shang-and-zhou-dynasties-worksheet-answers.pdf
https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com

