
the outsiders teaching unit common core
standards
the outsiders teaching unit common core standards provides educators with a structured
framework to effectively teach S.E. Hinton’s classic novel while aligning lessons with essential
academic benchmarks. This teaching unit integrates the novel’s rich themes, character development,
and literary elements with the Common Core State Standards (CCSS), ensuring students engage in
critical thinking, textual analysis, and evidence-based writing. By aligning the curriculum with the
Common Core, teachers can facilitate discussions that enhance students’ reading comprehension,
vocabulary acquisition, and analytical skills. This article explores the key Common Core standards
addressed in a The Outsiders teaching unit, offers strategies for classroom implementation, and
highlights assessment methods that meet both literary and educational goals. Additionally, it provides
educators with practical lesson planning tips and resources to maximize student engagement and
achievement. The following sections detail how The Outsiders teaching unit can be effectively aligned
with the Common Core State Standards to support diverse learners and deepen understanding.

Understanding Common Core Standards in Literature

Aligning The Outsiders Teaching Unit with Key Common Core Standards

Instructional Strategies for Teaching The Outsiders

Assessments and Performance Tasks Aligned with Common Core

Integrating Writing and Speaking Standards in The Outsiders Unit

Understanding Common Core Standards in Literature
The Common Core State Standards provide a clear and consistent framework for teaching English
Language Arts (ELA) with a focus on developing critical reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills.
In literature, the standards emphasize close reading of complex texts, analyzing key ideas and
details, understanding craft and structure, and integrating knowledge and ideas. These standards aim
to prepare students for college and career readiness by fostering analytical thinking and
comprehension skills.

For The Outsiders teaching unit common core standards, understanding the specific expectations for
literary analysis is crucial. The standards require students to cite textual evidence, determine themes
and central ideas, analyze character development, and understand the impact of literary devices.
These skills are essential when exploring the nuanced social issues and character dynamics presented
in S.E. Hinton’s novel.

Key Literature Standards Relevant to The Outsiders
The CCSS for literature span several grade levels, but for middle and high school students studying



The Outsiders, the following standards are particularly relevant:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.1: Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.2: Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its
development over the course of the text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.3: Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents contribute to
the development of the plot or character.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in
the text, including figurative and connotative meanings.

Aligning The Outsiders Teaching Unit with Key
Common Core Standards
Designing a teaching unit around The Outsiders that aligns with Common Core standards involves
mapping lessons and activities to specific educational goals. This alignment ensures that instruction
not only covers the novel’s content but also strengthens students’ literacy skills as outlined by the
Common Core.

Teachers can structure the unit to sequentially address standards related to reading comprehension,
literary analysis, vocabulary development, and writing. Each lesson should incorporate opportunities
for students to engage with the text critically and respond with evidence-based answers.

Mapping The Outsiders Lessons to Common Core
Effective alignment includes the following approaches:

Close Reading Activities: Select key passages for students to analyze, focusing on character
motivations, themes such as class conflict, and figurative language.

Thematic Discussions: Facilitate conversations about identity, loyalty, and societal
expectations to meet standards related to theme development.

Vocabulary Instruction: Teach context clues and word connotations to fulfill language
standards.

Textual Evidence Practice: Assign tasks that require students to cite evidence supporting
their interpretations and arguments.



Addressing Diverse Learner Needs
The teaching unit should include scaffolding strategies to support English Language Learners (ELLs)
and students with varying reading levels. Providing graphic organizers, vocabulary lists, and guided
reading questions can help all students meet the Common Core standards while accessing the novel’s
complex themes and language.

Instructional Strategies for Teaching The Outsiders
Employing effective instructional strategies is critical in delivering a The Outsiders teaching unit
aligned with Common Core standards. These strategies promote active engagement, critical thinking,
and thorough comprehension of the text.

Close Reading and Textual Analysis
Close reading encourages students to focus intently on specific excerpts, enabling deeper
understanding of literary elements such as tone, mood, and character development. Teachers guide
students in annotating the text and asking analytical questions, which supports the Common Core
emphasis on detailed textual evidence.

Collaborative Learning and Discussion
Group discussions and Socratic seminars allow students to articulate ideas about The Outsiders,
enhancing speaking and listening skills. This collaborative approach encourages multiple perspectives
and helps students build their arguments based on the text, aligning with Common Core speaking and
listening standards.

Writing to Analyze Literature
Writing assignments focused on literary analysis help students synthesize their understanding of The
Outsiders. Essays, response journals, and research projects that require textual support fulfill
Common Core writing standards and reinforce critical thinking.

Assessments and Performance Tasks Aligned with
Common Core
Assessment in a The Outsiders teaching unit must measure student mastery of both content and
Common Core skills. Performance tasks and formative assessments provide evidence of students’
analytical abilities and comprehension.



Formative Assessments
Regular quizzes on vocabulary and comprehension, exit tickets with textual evidence questions, and
peer review sessions are effective formative assessments. These tools help monitor progress toward
meeting Common Core standards throughout the unit.

Summative Assessments
Summative assessments might include:

Analytical essays exploring themes such as identity and social class.1.

Character analysis presentations that demonstrate understanding of development and2.
motivation.

Comparative studies of The Outsiders and related texts to evaluate integration of knowledge3.
and ideas.

These assessments require students to utilize higher-order thinking skills and textual evidence,
embodying the rigor of Common Core standards.

Integrating Writing and Speaking Standards in The
Outsiders Unit
Beyond reading and literary analysis, The Outsiders teaching unit common core standards also
emphasize writing and speaking competencies. Effective integration of these skills strengthens
students’ overall literacy.

Writing Standards
Students engage in various writing tasks that align with Common Core writing standards, including:

Writing arguments to support claims about themes and characters using evidence from the
text.

Producing informative/explanatory texts that analyze literary elements.

Conducting research projects related to the historical context of The Outsiders.

Speaking and Listening Standards
Oral presentations, group discussions, and debates about the novel encourage active listening and



effective communication. These activities fulfill Common Core speaking and listening standards by
requiring students to present coherent ideas and respond respectfully to others.

Frequently Asked Questions

What Common Core standards are addressed in a teaching
unit on 'The Outsiders'?
A teaching unit on 'The Outsiders' typically addresses Common Core standards related to Reading
Literature (RL) such as analyzing theme, character development, and plot structure, as well as
Speaking and Listening (SL) and Writing (W) standards for argumentative, informative, and narrative
texts.

How can 'The Outsiders' be used to teach theme according to
Common Core standards?
'The Outsiders' allows students to analyze themes such as social class, identity, and belonging,
aligning with Common Core RL.9-10.2 and RL.11-12.2, which require determining central themes and
analyzing their development throughout the text.

Which grade levels are appropriate for a Common Core-
aligned unit on 'The Outsiders'?
'The Outsiders' is commonly taught in middle school grades 7-9, aligning with Common Core
standards for grades 7-9 Reading Literature and Writing, but it can also be adapted for high school
students for deeper analysis.

How can writing assignments related to 'The Outsiders' meet
Common Core writing standards?
Writing assignments such as analytical essays, character diaries, or argumentative papers about 'The
Outsiders' meet Common Core Writing standards (W.7-9) by requiring students to support claims with
textual evidence and organize their ideas coherently.

What speaking and listening activities related to 'The
Outsiders' align with Common Core standards?
Class discussions, debates on character motivations, and group presentations about themes or social
issues in 'The Outsiders' align with Common Core Speaking and Listening standards (SL.7-9),
emphasizing collaborative conversations and presentation skills.

How can 'The Outsiders' be integrated with Common Core



standards for vocabulary acquisition?
Teachers can focus on domain-specific vocabulary and figurative language found in 'The Outsiders' to
meet Common Core Language standards (L.7-9.4), helping students determine word meanings
through context and analyze the impact of word choice.

What are some assessment ideas for a Common Core-aligned
'The Outsiders' teaching unit?
Assessments can include analytical essays on themes or characters, text-based short answer
questions, vocabulary quizzes, and oral presentations, all designed to evaluate students' mastery of
Common Core standards in reading, writing, speaking, and listening.

Additional Resources
1. The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton
This classic novel follows Ponyboy Curtis and his struggles as a member of the Greasers, a working-
class teen gang, facing off against the wealthier Socs. It explores themes of identity, class conflict,
friendship, and violence. The story provides rich material for teaching Common Core standards
related to character analysis, theme development, and text-based evidence.

2. Rumble Fish by S.E. Hinton
Another compelling novel by Hinton, Rumble Fish delves into the life of Rusty-James and his
complicated relationship with his older brother, the Motorcycle Boy. It examines themes of family,
loyalty, and the desire to escape a violent environment. The book supports Common Core goals by
encouraging students to analyze character motivations and compare themes across texts.

3. Holes by Louis Sachar
This novel follows Stanley Yelnats, who is sent to a juvenile detention camp where he uncovers a
mystery involving his family’s history. Holes combines elements of adventure and mystery with strong
themes of justice, friendship, and perseverance. It aligns with Common Core standards through its
complex narrative structure and opportunities for text analysis.

4. To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee
Set in the racially charged South, this novel tells the story of Scout Finch and her father Atticus, who
defends a black man accused of a crime. It addresses themes of racial injustice, morality, and
empathy, making it a critical text for exploring social issues. The book supports Common Core
standards by challenging students to analyze themes, character development, and social context.

5. Freak the Mighty by Rodman Philbrick
This novel centers on the friendship between Max, a large boy with learning difficulties, and Kevin, a
brilliant boy with a physical disability. Together, they overcome challenges and learn the value of
friendship and courage. The text offers opportunities for teaching character relationships, theme, and
point of view aligned with Common Core.

6. The Chocolate War by Robert Cormier
This intense novel explores the struggle of a high school student, Jerry Renault, who refuses to
participate in a school fundraiser, facing intimidation and bullying as a result. It delves into themes of
conformity, courage, and the abuse of power. The book provides a platform to discuss character



conflict, theme, and author’s purpose in line with Common Core standards.

7. Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson
Speak tells the story of Melinda, a high school freshman who becomes selectively mute after a
traumatic event. The novel highlights themes of trauma, identity, and the importance of finding one’s
voice. Its rich narrative supports Common Core standards through analysis of character development
and theme.

8. Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred D. Taylor
Set during the Great Depression in the South, this novel follows Cassie Logan and her family as they
confront racism and injustice. It provides a powerful look at social issues through the eyes of a young
protagonist. The book aligns with Common Core by encouraging analysis of historical context, theme,
and character perspective.

9. Monster by Walter Dean Myers
This novel is presented as a screenplay and diary entries from Steve Harmon, a teenager on trial for
murder. It explores themes of identity, justice, and perception. The unique format and complex
themes support Common Core goals related to narrative structure, point of view, and theme analysis.
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