
the order of the solar temple

the order of the solar temple was a secretive and controversial religious
organization that has fascinated researchers, historians, and conspiracy
theorists alike. Founded in the late 20th century, this group gained
notoriety due to its apocalyptic beliefs, esoteric rituals, and tragic events
involving mass deaths. The order combined elements of mysticism,
Christianity, and New Age spirituality, creating a complex and enigmatic
belief system that attracted a small but dedicated following. Understanding
the order of the solar temple requires exploring its origins, doctrines, key
figures, and the circumstances that led to its dramatic and deadly downfall.
This article provides an in-depth examination of the order, its theology,
organizational structure, and the legacy it left behind. The following
sections will guide readers through the historical background, beliefs,
rituals, and the infamous incidents associated with the group.
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Origins and Founding of the Order of the Solar
Temple
The order of the solar temple was established in the 1980s by Joseph Di
Mambro and Luc Jouret. The group emerged primarily in Europe, with
significant activity in Switzerland, France, and Canada. The founders
combined elements of Rosicrucianism, Freemasonry, and apocalyptic Christian
prophecies to create a unique spiritual movement. Di Mambro’s background in
mysticism and Jouret’s interest in esoteric knowledge helped shape the
order’s ideology. The organization presented itself as a secret society
aiming to prepare its members for a transition to a higher spiritual plane.
Initial recruitment targeted affluent and influential individuals, promising
enlightenment and transcendence through initiation and rigorous spiritual
discipline.



Historical Context
The late 20th century saw a rise in new religious movements and cults, often
reacting to social and political uncertainties. The order of the solar temple
fit into this broader cultural trend, attracting individuals disillusioned
with mainstream religion and seeking alternative spiritual paths. The Cold
War era’s apocalyptic anxieties also influenced the group’s focus on end-
times prophecy and salvation. The order positioned itself as a guardian of
ancient wisdom and cosmic knowledge, claiming lineage from the Knights
Templar, a medieval Christian military order that had been disbanded
centuries earlier.

Founders’ Backgrounds
Joseph Di Mambro was a French occultist with a longstanding interest in
secret societies and mystical traditions. Luc Jouret, a Belgian physician and
charismatic speaker, promoted the group’s message with an emphasis on
spiritual evolution and preparation for an imminent cosmic event. Together,
they crafted a doctrine that integrated elements of Christianity, mysticism,
and New Age thought, which resonated with a niche audience seeking spiritual
awakening.

Beliefs and Doctrines
At the core of the order of the solar temple’s teachings was the concept of
spiritual purification and the belief in an impending apocalypse that would
transform the world. The group taught that only the initiated could survive
this transition and ascend to a higher plane of existence. Their doctrine was
a syncretic blend of Christian eschatology, occult symbolism, and New Age
spirituality.

Apocalyptic Vision
The order emphasized the imminent end of the current world order, which
members called “the purification.” This event was portrayed as both
catastrophic and redemptive, marking the destruction of evil and the rebirth
of a spiritually enlightened humanity. Members believed that through rituals
and adherence to the order’s teachings, they would be spared from destruction
and granted access to a utopian realm beyond Earth.

Spiritual Hierarchy and Reincarnation
The group taught a strict spiritual hierarchy, where members progressed
through various degrees of initiation. Each degree symbolized deeper
knowledge and closer proximity to enlightenment. Reincarnation was a key
belief, with the souls of members thought to be on a cyclical journey toward



ultimate spiritual perfection. The order also claimed to protect the legacy
of the Knights Templar, suggesting that their mission was a continuation of
the ancient order’s spiritual quest.

Symbolism and Esoteric Teachings
Symbolism played a vital role in the order’s doctrine. The sun was a central
emblem representing life, energy, and divine illumination. Members used a
variety of esoteric symbols drawn from alchemy, astrology, and Christian
iconography. The group’s teachings incorporated numerology, sacred geometry,
and cosmic cycles, all aimed at revealing hidden truths about the universe
and humanity’s place within it.

Organizational Structure and Leadership
The order of the solar temple operated as a highly hierarchical and secretive
organization. Leadership was concentrated in the hands of the founders and a
small inner circle, while ordinary members were subject to strict discipline
and control. This organizational structure was designed to maintain secrecy
and ensure adherence to the group’s doctrines.

Leadership Roles
Joseph Di Mambro and Luc Jouret served as the spiritual and administrative
heads of the order. Di Mambro was considered the supreme authority,
overseeing the group’s operations and doctrinal development. Jouret acted as
the charismatic public face, recruiting new members and delivering teachings.
Beneath them were various ranks of initiates, each with specific
responsibilities and privileges within the group.

Membership and Recruitment
The order carefully selected its members, often targeting well-educated and
financially secure individuals. Recruitment involved a gradual process of
indoctrination, including invitations to attend lectures, workshops, and
retreats. Prospective members were introduced to the group’s beliefs
incrementally, with full disclosure reserved for higher initiates. The
order’s appeal lay in its promise of spiritual enlightenment and a sense of
belonging to an exclusive community.

Secrecy and Control
Secrecy was paramount to the order’s survival. Members were often isolated
from outside influences and encouraged to sever ties with non-believers. The



leadership used psychological techniques to maintain control and loyalty,
including rituals that fostered a sense of unity and purpose. This closed
environment contributed to the order’s ability to operate undetected for
years.

Rituals and Practices
The order of the solar temple employed a variety of rituals and ceremonies
designed to reinforce its teachings and prepare members for spiritual
transition. These practices combined elements of Christian liturgy with
occult rites and New Age techniques.

Initiation Ceremonies
Initiation was a critical aspect of membership, marking a member’s
progression through the order’s spiritual hierarchy. Ceremonies involved
symbolic acts such as the passing through symbolic gates, the wearing of
ritual robes, and the recitation of sacred texts. These rites were intended
to purify the initiate and deepen their commitment to the order’s path.

Meditation and Spiritual Exercises
Members engaged in meditation sessions and visualization exercises aimed at
achieving higher states of consciousness. These practices were believed to
facilitate communication with spiritual entities and enhance personal
transformation. The order also incorporated breathing techniques and chanting
to align the body and mind with cosmic energies.

Communal Gatherings and Symbolic Acts
Regular communal gatherings allowed members to reinforce their bonds through
shared worship, prayer, and symbolic acts such as lighting candles and
performing gestures representing cosmic principles. These group rituals
fostered a collective identity and prepared members mentally and spiritually
for the order’s ultimate goal.

Mass Suicides and Tragic Events
The most infamous aspect of the order of the solar temple is the series of
mass suicides and murders that shocked the world



Frequently Asked Questions

What was the Order of the Solar Temple?
The Order of the Solar Temple was a secretive cult founded in 1984 by Joseph
Di Mambro and Luc Jouret, blending elements of the Knights Templar, New Age
beliefs, and apocalyptic prophecy.

Why did the Order of the Solar Temple gain
notoriety?
The group gained notoriety due to a series of mass murder-suicides in the
1990s, where dozens of members died in coordinated rituals in Switzerland,
Canada, and France.

What were the main beliefs of the Order of the Solar
Temple?
The Order believed in spiritual transcendence, the coming of a new age, and
that members could ascend to a higher plane of existence through ritual
suicide or death.

How did authorities discover the activities of the
Order of the Solar Temple?
Authorities became suspicious after the discovery of multiple bodies in
ritualistic settings, leading to investigations that uncovered the cult's
practices and beliefs.

What is the significance of the Knights Templar in
relation to the Order of the Solar Temple?
The Order of the Solar Temple claimed to be a modern continuation of the
medieval Knights Templar, adopting some of their symbolism and mystique to
legitimize their organization.

Are there still active members or offshoots of the
Order of the Solar Temple today?
While the original Order largely disbanded after the 1990s tragedies, some
former members and small offshoot groups may still exist, but their influence
is minimal.

What impact did the Order of the Solar Temple have



on public perception of new religious movements?
The Order's tragic events heightened public fear and skepticism towards
secretive new religious movements and cults, prompting increased scrutiny and
regulation.

Additional Resources
1. Order of the Solar Temple: The Tragic Cult Behind the Mass Suicides
This book delves into the history and beliefs of the Order of the Solar
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