the occult roots of nazism

the occult roots of nazism reveal a complex and often misunderstood facet of one of history’s darkest
regimes. The Nazi Party, led by Adolf Hitler, is primarily known for its political ideology, racial policies,
and the catastrophic consequences of World War Il. However, beneath this surface lies a web of
esoteric beliefs, mystical symbolism, and occult influences that shaped some aspects of Nazi ideology
and propaganda. This article explores how occultism intertwined with the rise of Nazism, examining
secret societies, mythological references, and occult figures associated with the movement. By
understanding these occult roots, one gains a deeper insight into the ideological underpinnings and
cultural context that contributed to the formation of the Nazi worldview. The following sections will
provide a detailed overview of the occult connections to Nazism, including the role of secret societies,
the influence of Ariosophy, the Thule Society’s significance, and the use of occult symbolism in Nazi

propaganda.
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Historical Context of Occultism in Early 20th Century Germany

The early 20th century in Germany was marked by a surge of interest in occultism, mysticism, and
esoteric philosophies. This period saw the rise of numerous secret societies, spiritual movements, and
pseudoscientific theories that sought to explain the world through supernatural or mystical frameworks.
The aftermath of World War |, combined with social upheaval and economic instability, created fertile
ground for alternative belief systems, including the occult. Many Germans were drawn to these
ideologies as a means of finding order, identity, and purpose amidst chaos. The occult roots of Nazism
can be traced back to this cultural milieu, where racial theories, ancient myths, and mystical ideas

converged and influenced political movements.

Rise of Esoteric Movements

Several esoteric groups flourished in Germany during this era, including the Germanenorden and
various branches of Theosophy. These groups often emphasized Aryan racial superiority, ancient
Germanic heritage, and spiritual regeneration. The blending of nationalism with occultism appealed to
those seeking a mystical explanation for Germany’s perceived decline and humiliation after the Treaty

of Versailles.

Impact of Occultism on Society and Politics

Occultism did not remain confined to private circles but gradually seeped into broader social and
political realms. Some political figures and intellectuals incorporated occult ideas into their rhetoric,
influencing public opinion and political discourse. This context allowed the occult roots of Nazism to
take hold, providing ideological justification for racial theories and nationalist ambitions embedded in

Nazi ideology.



The Thule Society and Its Influence on the Nazi Party

The Thule Society was one of the most prominent occult organizations linked to the occult roots of
Nazism. Founded in Munich in 1918, the society combined vélkisch nationalism with occult and Aryan

mythologies. It played a significant role in the political environment that gave birth to the Nazi Party.

Origins and Beliefs of the Thule Society

The Thule Society derived its name from the mythical northern land of Thule, believed by some to be
the original homeland of the Aryan race. Its members were interested in Germanic paganism, racial
purity, and the revival of ancient Aryan traditions. The society espoused anti-Semitic and nationalist

ideologies, which later became central to Nazi doctrine.

The Thule Society’s Political Activities

Beyond occultism, the Thule Society was actively involved in right-wing politics. It provided financial
and logistical support to early Nazi groups, including the German Workers’ Party, which was the
precursor to the Nazi Party. Several early Nazis, including Rudolf Hess and Alfred Rosenberg, were

associated with or influenced by the Thule Society.

Legacy within the Nazi Movement

While the Thule Society itself did not last long, its ideals and members significantly influenced the Nazi
Party’s ideological development. The occult roots of Nazism are often linked to the mystical and racial

theories promoted by this society, which shaped Nazi symbolism and propaganda.



Ariosophy and Racial Mysticism

Ariosophy, a term combining “Aryan” and “philosophy,” represents a set of esoteric beliefs that
merged occultism with racial theories. It played a crucial role in shaping the racial mysticism

embedded in Nazi ideology.

Founders and Core Beliefs

Ariosophy was primarily developed by Guido von List and Jérg Lanz von Liebenfels. They propagated
the idea that the Aryan race was superior and possessed spiritual qualities linked to ancient Germanic
gods. Ariosophists believed in reincarnation, racial purity, and the mystical destiny of the Aryan people

to rule or spiritually regenerate humanity.

Influence on Nazi Racial Ideology

The occult roots of Nazism are evident in the adoption of Ariosophic concepts by Nazi ideologues. The
belief in an Aryan master race, the use of runes and ancient symbols, and the emphasis on mythic
Aryan origins were integrated into Nazi propaganda and policies. Ariosophy provided a pseudo-

religious foundation for racial discrimination and eugenics programs.

Connection to Occult Societies

Ariosophy was closely linked to several secret societies, including the Thule Society and the
Germanenorden. These groups disseminated Ariosophic ideas and helped popularize racial mysticism

within nationalist circles, reinforcing the occult roots of Nazism.



Occult Symbolism in Nazi ldeology and Propaganda

Symbols played a powerful role in the Nazi regime, often drawing from occult and mythological
sources. The use of occult symbolism was part of a broader strategy to evoke ancient traditions,

legitimize Nazi ideology, and inspire a sense of mystical destiny among followers.

The Swastika and Its Origins

The swastika, the most recognizable Nazi symbol, has ancient roots in various cultures around the
world. In the context of Nazism, it was appropriated as a symbol of Aryan identity, racial purity, and
cosmic order. The occult roots of Nazism are reflected in the swastika’s use as a talisman believed to

embody spiritual power and racial destiny.

Runes and Other Esoteric Symbols

The Nazis incorporated runic symbols from ancient Germanic alphabets, such as the Sig rune used by
the SS. These symbols were intended to connect the regime with a mystical Aryan past and convey
messages of strength, victory, and racial superiority. Other esoteric symbols appeared in Nazi flags,

uniforms, and propaganda materials.

Propaganda and Myth-Making

Nazi propaganda exploited occult themes to create myths around Adolf Hitler as a messianic figure
and the German people as a chosen race. This myth-making was designed to mobilize mass support

and justify the regime’s radical policies, emphasizing destiny, purity, and renewal.



Key Occult Figures Associated with Nazism

Several individuals linked to the occult roots of Nazism contributed to the ideological and symbolic
framework of the regime. These figures ranged from occultists and mystics to Nazi officials who

embraced esoteric ideas.

Alfred Rosenberg

Alfred Rosenberg was a leading Nazi ideologue who incorporated occult and racial mysticism into his
writings. He emphasized the spiritual mission of the Aryan race and the importance of ancient

Germanic traditions. Rosenberg’s work influenced Nazi racial policies and cultural programs.

Heinrich Himmler

Heinrich Himmler, head of the SS, was deeply interested in occultism and paganism. He sought to
reshape the SS as a quasi-religious order based on Aryan myths and rituals. Himmler’s fascination
with the occult influenced SS ceremonies, the establishment of the Wewelsburg Castle as a mystical

center, and the promotion of racial mysticism within the Nazi elite.

Carl Maria Wiligut

Carl Maria Wiligut, an occultist and SS officer, claimed to possess ancient Aryan knowledge. He
designed symbols and rituals for the SS and advised Himmler on spiritual matters, reinforcing the

occult roots of Nazism within the organization.

The Role of Mysticism and Esotericism in Nazi Leadership

Mysticism and esoteric beliefs were not peripheral but integral to some aspects of Nazi leadership and

policy-making. The occult roots of Nazism influenced how leaders conceived their mission and justified



their actions.

Spiritual Justification for Nazi Policies

Occult and mystical ideas provided a framework to rationalize extreme racial policies, territorial
expansion, and the quest for a new world order. Leaders viewed their actions as part of a cosmic

struggle between races and believed in a spiritual destiny for Germany.

Use of Rituals and Ceremonies

The Nazi leadership incorporated rituals inspired by occult practices to foster loyalty, unity, and a
sense of higher purpose among followers. These ceremonies often blended pagan symbolism with

Nazi ideology to create a unique spiritual ethos.

Impact on Nazi Governance and Military Strategy

The esoteric worldview influenced decision-making processes and the self-perception of Nazi leaders
as chosen agents of history. This mysticism contributed to the regime’s fanaticism and willingness to

pursue radical and destructive policies.

Summary of Key Elements Linking Occultism and Nazism

e The prevalence of secret societies like the Thule Society in early Nazi circles.
¢ The adoption of Ariosophy and racial mysticism as ideological foundations.

e The use of ancient and occult symbols such as the swastika and runes.



¢ The involvement of prominent Nazi leaders deeply engaged with esoteric beliefs.

¢ The integration of mysticism into propaganda, rituals, and policy justification.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the occult roots of Nazism?

The occult roots of Nazism refer to the influence of esoteric, mystical, and occult beliefs on Nazi
ideology and symbolism. This includes the adoption of symbols like the swastika, interest in Aryan

mysticism, and the incorporation of pseudo-scientific racial theories with occult ideas.

How did the Thule Society influence Nazi ideology?

The Thule Society was a German occultist group that promoted Aryan supremacy and German
nationalism. It is often cited as a precursor to the Nazi Party, with some early members of the Nazi
movement having connections to the society, which helped shape the party's racial and mystical

worldview.

Did Adolf Hitler believe in occultism?

There is no concrete evidence that Adolf Hitler personally believed in occultism. However, he exploited
occult symbols and ideas for propaganda and ideological purposes, while some of his close associates

were more deeply involved in occult and esoteric practices.

What role did the swastika play in Nazi occultism?

The swastika was an ancient symbol appropriated by the Nazis as a representation of Aryan identity
and power. Its use was influenced by occult groups that saw the symbol as a powerful emblem of

cosmic and racial energy.



Were there any prominent Nazi leaders involved in occult practices?

Yes, figures such as Heinrich Himmler were deeply interested in occultism. Himmler, in particular,
sought to integrate occult rituals and beliefs into the SS, including the establishment of the Ahnenerbe,

an institute dedicated to researching Aryan ancestral heritage.

What is the Ahnenerbe and how is it connected to the occult?

The Ahnenerbe was a Nazi research institute founded by Heinrich Himmler to investigate the
archaeological and cultural history of the Aryan race. It engaged in pseudo-scientific and occult

research, including expeditions to find mystical artifacts and ancient knowledge.

How did occultism influence Nazi racial theories?

Occultism influenced Nazi racial theories by providing a mystical justification for Aryan supremacy.
Concepts like Atlantis, ancient Aryan civilizations, and esoteric bloodlines were used to validate racial

purity and superiority claims.

Is there a connection between Nazi occultism and the paranormal?

Yes, Nazi occultism included interest in paranormal phenomena such as telepathy, astrology, and
mysticism. The regime invested in exploring these areas, believing they could provide strategic

advantages or insights into Aryan destiny.

How has popular culture portrayed the occult roots of Nazism?

Popular culture often dramatizes and sensationalizes the occult roots of Nazism, featuring secret
societies, mystical rituals, and supernatural elements in films, books, and games. While based on

some historical facts, these portrayals are frequently exaggerated for entertainment.

Why is it important to study the occult roots of Nazism?

Studying the occult roots of Nazism helps to understand the complex ideological foundations of the

regime, how myth and mysticism were used to manipulate and mobilize people, and serves as a



warning about the dangers of mixing pseudoscience, superstition, and extremist politics.

Additional Resources

1. The Occult Roots of Nazism: The Ariosophists of Austria and Germany 1890-1935

This seminal work by Nicholas Goodrick-Clarke explores the esoteric and mystical movements that
influenced early Nazi ideology. It delves into the Ariosophist groups in Austria and Germany, who
propagated racial mysticism and Aryan supremacy. The book traces how their ideas intertwined with

occult philosophies and contributed to the ideological foundation of Nazism.

2. Hitler's Monsters: A Supernatural History of the Third Reich

Eric Kurlander examines the intersection of supernatural beliefs and Nazi politics, revealing how
occultism and esoteric traditions permeated the Third Reich. The book discusses the fascination of
Nazi leaders with mysticism, astrology, and pagan rituals. It offers insight into how these beliefs

influenced Nazi propaganda and policy.

3. The Secret King: The Myth and Reality of Nazi Occultism

This investigative book by Stephen E. Flowers analyzes the myths and realities surrounding Nazi
occultism. It provides a critical look at the claims of secret societies and mystical leaders within the
Nazi regime. Flowers separates fact from fiction and evaluates the true impact of occultism on Nazi

Germany.

4. The Spear of Destiny: The Occult Power Behind the Spear Which Pierced the Side of Christ
Trevor Ravenscroft presents a controversial account linking the Holy Lance, an ancient Christian relic,
to Nazi occult ambitions. The book suggests that Hitler was obsessed with the spear’s supposed
magical powers. It explores the role of relics and mystical artifacts in Nazi ideology and their quest for

supernatural power.

5. Black Sun: Aryan Cults, Esoteric Nazism, and the Politics of Identity
Nicholas Goodrick-Clarke returns with a study on post-war esoteric Nazi groups and their influence on

contemporary far-right movements. The book investigates the "Black Sun" symbol and its adoption by



neo-Nazi and occult circles. It highlights the enduring legacy of Nazi occultism in modern identity

politics.

6. SS Brotherhood of the Bell: The Nazi's Incredible Secret Technology

This book delves into the alleged secret technologies and occult experiments conducted by the SS
during the Nazi era. It discusses rumors of advanced scientific and mystical research aimed at gaining
supernatural advantages. The narrative combines historical facts with speculative elements about Nazi

occult projects.

7. The Morning of the Magicians

Louis Pauwels and Jacques Bergier’s influential book popularized the idea of Nazi occultism in the
1960s. It explores various topics, including alchemy, secret societies, and extraterrestrial influences in
relation to the Nazis. The work sparked widespread interest and debate about the mystical

underpinnings of the Third Reich.

8. The Myth of the Master Race: Alfred Rosenberg and Nazi Ideology
This biography examines Alfred Rosenberg, one of the main Nazi ideologues who incorporated occult
and racial theories into Nazi doctrine. It explores his role in shaping the spiritual and racial worldview

of the regime. The book provides insight into how occult ideas were institutionalized within Nazi policy.

9. Nazi Occultism: The Devils' Dozen and the Occult Roots of the Third Reich
Peter Levenda investigates twelve key figures whose occult beliefs influenced the Nazi movement. The
book chronicles their contributions to Nazi ideology and how esoteric doctrines were woven into the

regime. It offers a comprehensive overview of the dark spiritual currents running beneath Nazism.
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