the occult history of the third reich

the occult history of the third reich unveils a mysterious and often controversial aspect
of Nazi Germany that intertwines esoteric beliefs, mysticism, and pseudo-scientific
theories with the political and military ambitions of Adolf Hitler’s regime. This article
explores how occultism influenced the ideological foundations, symbols, and practices of
the Third Reich, shedding light on the secret societies, mythological narratives, and occult
rituals that played a role in shaping Nazi policies. By examining the connections between
Nazi leaders and various occult traditions, as well as the impact of these beliefs on Nazi
propaganda and expansionist goals, the complex interplay between the supernatural and
political power becomes evident. The occult history of the Third Reich also delves into the
role of archaeological and anthropological myths, particularly those concerning Aryan
supremacy and ancient civilizations. Understanding this hidden dimension is essential to
fully grasp the cultural and psychological underpinnings of one of the most infamous
regimes in modern history. The following sections will provide a detailed overview of the
key elements of Nazi occultism, its origins, and its lasting legacy.
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Origins of Occultism in Nazi Ideology

The occult history of the Third Reich is deeply rooted in the broader context of late 19th
and early 20th-century European esotericism, which influenced many nationalist and
volkisch movements. These movements emphasized mystical racial theories, Aryan
supremacy, and a return to ancient spiritual wisdom, all of which were later incorporated
into Nazi ideology. The fascination with the occult and mysticism can be traced to
Germanic paganism, Theosophy, and Ariosophy, which propagated ideas about a superior
Aryan race with divine origins. These beliefs provided a spiritual justification for racial
policies and militaristic expansion. Adolf Hitler and other Nazi leaders capitalized on these
mystical ideas to cultivate a sense of destiny and superiority among the German people.



The Influence of Ariosophy

Ariosophy, a blend of Aryan racial theories and occult mysticism, was a significant
intellectual precursor to Nazi occultism. Founded by Guido von List and Jorg Lanz von
Liebenfels, Ariosophy combined Germanic pagan symbolism with esoteric doctrines,
promoting the idea of a pure Aryan bloodline with supernatural powers. This ideology
deeply influenced early Nazi thinkers and provided a mythic framework that justified
racial discrimination and eugenics.

The Volkisch Movement

The volkisch movement, emphasizing ethnic nationalism and folklore, played a crucial role
in the occult history of the Third Reich. It romanticized ancient Germanic culture, nature
worship, and racial purity, blending these themes with occult and pagan elements. The
movement’s proponents sought to revive a spiritual German identity rooted in esoteric
traditions, which later became embedded in Nazi propaganda and symbolism.

Key Figures and Secret Societies

The occult history of the Third Reich cannot be examined without acknowledging the
involvement of prominent Nazi figures and secret societies that nurtured esoteric beliefs.
Several individuals within the Nazi hierarchy were deeply interested in mysticism and
occult sciences, influencing the party’s ideological direction and ceremonial practices.

Heinrich Himmler and the SS Mysticism

Heinrich Himmler, head of the Schutzstaffel (SS), was one of the most notorious Nazi
leaders with a profound interest in the occult. He sought to transform the SS into a quasi-
religious order, drawing inspiration from Germanic paganism and ancient warrior cults.
Himmler’s obsession with occultism led to the establishment of the Ahnenerbe, a research
institute aimed at uncovering evidence of Aryan ancestral heritage. The SS conducted
rituals and adopted symbols believed to confer spiritual power and legitimacy.

The Thule Society

The Thule Society was a secretive occult group founded in Munich shortly after World War
I. It combined nationalist politics with esoteric and racial theories, promoting Aryan
supremacy and anti-Semitism. The society had connections with early members of the
Nazi Party and is often credited with influencing Hitler’s rise. The Thule Society’s mystical
worldview contributed to the occult history of the Third Reich by providing a spiritual and
ideological foundation for Nazi extremism.



Other Esoteric Groups

Several other occult and mystical groups intersected with Nazi ideology, including the
Germanenorden and the Vril Society. These organizations propagated myths about hidden
powers, ancient technologies, and secret knowledge that were believed to empower the
Aryan race and justify Nazi ambitions.

Symbols and Mythology of the Third Reich

Symbols played a pivotal role in the occult history of the Third Reich, serving as powerful
tools for propaganda and spiritual expression. The Nazis appropriated and reinvented
ancient symbols to create a mythic narrative centered on racial destiny and national
rebirth.

The Swastika

The swastika, an ancient symbol found in various cultures worldwide, was adopted by the
Nazi Party as its primary emblem. In Nazi occultism, the swastika represented the Aryan
race’s eternal struggle and cosmic order. Its use was intended to invoke a sense of ancient
power and spiritual legitimacy, linking the Third Reich to a supposed primordial past.

Runes and Germanic Symbols

Runic alphabets and Germanic iconography were extensively used by the Nazis,
particularly within the SS. The use of runes such as the Sig rune, representing victory, and
the Wolfsangel, symbolizing strength, reflected the regime’s desire to connect with a
mythologized Germanic heritage. These symbols were incorporated into uniforms, flags,
and official insignia to enhance the mystical aura surrounding the Nazi leadership.

Mythological Narratives

The occult history of the Third Reich also involved the creation and promotion of
mythological narratives that glorified the Aryan race as descendants of gods or ancient
superhumans. These stories were disseminated through propaganda, literature, and
rituals to foster a collective identity based on racial purity and divine destiny.

Occult Practices and Rituals

Occult practices and rituals were an integral, though often secretive, aspect of the Third
Reich’s spiritual life. These ceremonies aimed to harness supernatural forces and
reinforce the ideological commitment of Nazi elites.



SS Initiation Ceremonies

Under Himmler’s direction, the SS developed initiation ceremonies that blended occult
symbolism, Germanic mythology, and quasi-religious rites. These rituals were designed to
instill loyalty, discipline, and a sense of spiritual mission among SS members. The
ceremonies often involved oaths, symbolic gestures, and references to ancestral spirits.

Astrology and Divination

Several Nazi leaders consulted astrologers and diviners for guidance on political and
military decisions. Astrology and other forms of divination were employed to predict the
outcomes of battles or to choose auspicious dates for major events. This reliance on occult
sciences highlights the regime’s belief in supernatural influences on worldly affairs.

Use of Occult Artefacts

The Nazis were known to collect and utilize occult artefacts believed to possess mystical
powers. Items such as ancient relics, runestones, and talismans were sought out by the
Ahnenerbe and SS in an attempt to tap into hidden energies and validate racial myths.

The Role of Archaeology and Pseudo-History

Archaeology and pseudo-history were central to the occult history of the Third Reich,
particularly in promoting the myth of Aryan supremacy and justifying territorial
expansion.

The Ahnenerbe Research Institute

The Ahnenerbe was a Nazi organization dedicated to researching the ancestral heritage of
the Aryan race through archaeology, anthropology, and folklore. It conducted numerous
expeditions across Europe and Asia to find evidence supporting Nazi racial theories. The
institute’s work often blurred the line between legitimate scholarship and pseudo-
scientific myth-making.

Myths of Atlantis and Hyperborea

Nazi occultists incorporated legends of lost civilizations such as Atlantis and Hyperborea
into their worldview. These myths depicted ancient Aryan ancestors as highly advanced
beings whose knowledge had been lost or suppressed. The belief in rediscovering this
ancient wisdom fueled Nazi quests for secret knowledge and technological superiority.



Pseudo-Historical Narratives

The Third Reich promoted pseudo-historical narratives that distorted facts to serve
ideological goals. These narratives included exaggerated claims about the origins of the
German people, the purity of their bloodline, and the historical destiny of the Aryan race.
Such fabrications were used to legitimize Nazi racial policies and militarism.

Impact of Occultism on Nazi Policies and
Propaganda

The occult history of the Third Reich had a tangible impact on the regime’s policies,
propaganda, and military strategies. Mystical beliefs shaped the self-image of Nazi leaders
and influenced how they presented their vision to the German populace and the world.

Racial Policies and Eugenics

Occult ideas about racial purity and superiority underpinned the Third Reich’s eugenics
programs and genoc

Frequently Asked Questions

What role did occult beliefs play in the ideology of the
Third Reich?

Occult beliefs influenced some Nazi leaders who sought to use mystical and esoteric ideas
to legitimize their ideology, promote Aryan supremacy, and uncover supposed ancient
Germanic roots.

Who was Heinrich Himmler and what was his
connection to the occult?

Heinrich Himmler, head of the SS, was deeply interested in occultism and mysticism. He
established the Ahnenerbe, an organization dedicated to researching the ancestral
heritage of the Aryan race through archaeological and occult means.

What was the Ahnenerbe and what was its purpose?

The Ahnenerbe was a Nazi research institute founded to investigate the archaeological
and cultural history of the Aryan race, often blending pseudo-science with occult ideas to
support Nazi racial theories.



Did the Nazis believe in or practice any specific occult
rituals?

Some Nazi leaders engaged in occult rituals inspired by Germanic paganism and
mysticism, including ceremonies intended to invoke ancient powers and legitimize their
rule, though the extent and nature of these practices remain debated.

How did Nazi propaganda incorporate occult
symbolism?

Nazi propaganda used symbols such as the swastika, runes, and other ancient motifs to
evoke a sense of mystical power and connect the regime to a mythic Aryan past.

Were any prominent Nazi figures involved in occult
societies before or during the Third Reich?

Yes, some figures like Rudolf Hess and Heinrich Himmler showed interest in or were
influenced by occult societies and esoteric philosophies, which shaped some aspects of
Nazi ideology and rituals.

How has the occult history of the Third Reich influenced
popular culture?

The mysterious and sensational aspects of the Third Reich's occult connections have
inspired numerous books, films, and conspiracy theories, often blending fact and fiction to
explore the dark mystique surrounding Nazi Germany.

Additional Resources

1. The Occult Roots of Nazism

This book explores the mystical and esoteric influences that shaped the ideology of the
Third Reich. It delves into the secret societies, occult practices, and pseudo-religious
beliefs embraced by Nazi leaders. The author examines how these elements contributed to
the regime’s propaganda and policies.

2. Black Sun: Aryan Cults, Esoteric Nazism, and the Politics of Identity

"Black Sun" investigates the mythologies and occult traditions that underpinned Nazi
racial theories. It provides a detailed look at the symbols and rituals adopted by the
regime, linking them to earlier Aryan cults. The book also discusses the continued
influence of these ideas in modern extremist groups.

3. Himmler’s Crusade: The Nazi Expedition to Find the Origins of the Aryan Race
Focusing on Heinrich Himmler’s obsession with occultism, this book chronicles the SS’s
archaeological and mystical expeditions. It highlights the regime’s attempts to legitimize
its racial ideology through fabricated historical narratives. The author presents a critical
analysis of how these beliefs shaped Nazi policies.



4. The Spear of Destiny: The Occult Power Behind the Third Reich

This work investigates the legend of the Spear of Longinus and its supposed influence on
Nazi leaders. The book connects the mystical quest for this artifact with the broader occult
fascinations of the Third Reich. It provides insight into how myth and legend were
manipulated for political power.

5. Aryan Mysteries: Secret Societies and Nazi Occultism

"Aryan Mysteries" examines the role of secret societies and occult groups in the formation
of Nazi ideology. The book reveals the connections between Germanic paganism, the
Thule Society, and the Nazi Party. It also discusses the impact of these esoteric beliefs on
Nazi rituals and symbolism.

6. The Nazi Occult War: Hitler’'s Quest for Supernatural Power

This book details the Third Reich’s pursuit of supernatural forces to gain military
advantage. It covers the involvement of occultists within the Nazi hierarchy and their
experiments with mysticism. The author explores how these pursuits influenced key
decisions during World War II.

7. Runes and Reich: The Esoteric Symbols of Nazi Germany

"Runes and Reich" focuses on the use of ancient runic symbols by the Nazi regime. The
book explains the historical origins of these symbols and their adaptation for Nazi
propaganda. It also discusses the psychological impact of these esoteric emblems on both
supporters and enemies.

8. Witchcraft and the Third Reich: The Dark Arts in Nazi Germany

This book investigates claims of witchcraft and occult practices within the Nazi elite. It
explores how folklore and superstition were intertwined with Nazi ideology. The author
provides an analysis of how these dark arts were used to instill fear and consolidate
power.

9. The Secret Nazi Cults: Occultism and the Third Reich’s Hidden History

This comprehensive study uncovers lesser-known occult groups that influenced the Nazi
Party. It details their rituals, beliefs, and the extent of their impact on Nazi policy-making.
The book sheds light on the hidden spiritual dimensions of the Third Reich’s history.
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