the night of broken glass

the night of broken glass, known in German as Kristallnacht, marks a pivotal and tragic event in
the history of Nazi Germany and the

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the Night of Broken Glass (Kristallnacht)?

The Night of Broken Glass, or Kristallnacht, was a violent pogrom against Jews throughout Nazi
Germany and Austria on November 9-10, 1938, where Jewish homes, businesses, and synagogues
were destroyed, and thousands of Jews were arrested or killed.

Why is it called the Night of Broken Glass?

It is called the Night of Broken Glass because of the shattered glass from Jewish-owned stores,
buildings, and synagogues that littered the streets after the widespread vandalism and destruction
during the pogrom.

What triggered the Night of Broken Glass?

The assassination of German diplomat Ernst vom Rath by a young Polish-Jewish man named
Herschel Grynszpan in Paris was used by the Nazi regime as a pretext to launch the Night of Broken
Glass attacks against Jewish communities.

What were the consequences of Kristallnacht for Jewish
communities?

Kristallnacht marked a significant escalation in Nazi persecution, resulting in the destruction of
Jewish property, arrests of around 30,000 Jewish men sent to concentration camps, and increased
fear and oppression that eventually led to the Holocaust.

How did the international community respond to the Night of
Broken Glass?

The international community widely condemned the Night of Broken Glass, but most countries did
little to intervene or offer refuge to Jewish victims, highlighting the global reluctance to confront
Nazi Germany before World War II.

Additional Resources

1. Kristallnacht: The Night of Broken Glass
This book offers a detailed historical account of Kristallnacht, the violent pogrom against Jews in



Nazi Germany on November 9-10, 1938. It explores the causes leading up to the event, the
destruction wrought during those nights, and the immediate aftermath. Through survivor
testimonies and archival materials, readers gain a vivid understanding of the tragedy and its
significance in the Holocaust timeline.

2. The Holocaust: A History of the Night of Broken Glass

Providing a comprehensive overview of the Holocaust, this book dedicates a significant portion to
Kristallnacht as a pivotal moment. It contextualizes the pogrom within the broader Nazi campaign
against Jews and examines its impact on both Jewish communities and international reactions. The
narrative combines historical analysis with personal stories for a compelling read.

3. Night of Broken Glass: The Story of Kristallnacht

Aimed at younger readers and educators, this book presents the events of Kristallnacht in an
accessible yet respectful manner. It recounts the destruction of synagogues, homes, and Jewish
businesses, and discusses the fear and uncertainty faced by Jewish families. The book also includes
photographs and primary documents to enhance understanding.

4. Kristallnacht: Prelude to the Holocaust

This scholarly work investigates how the Night of Broken Glass served as a turning point toward the
full-scale genocide of the Holocaust. It analyzes Nazi propaganda, the role of local authorities, and
the responses of ordinary Germans. The book places Kristallnacht within the framework of
escalating anti-Semitic policies.

5. Echoes of Kristallnacht: Voices from the Night

Focusing on personal narratives, this book compiles memoirs, letters, and interviews from survivors
and witnesses of Kristallnacht. Through their voices, readers gain insight into the emotional and
psychological trauma experienced during the pogrom. The collection highlights both the resilience
and the suffering of those affected.

6. The Night of Broken Glass: A Memoir

This memoir recounts the author's firsthand experiences as a child during Kristallnacht. It provides a
poignant and intimate perspective on the fear, confusion, and upheaval that defined the night. The
narrative also reflects on the long-term effects of the event on the author’s life and identity.

7. Kristallnacht and the International Response

Examining the global reaction to the Night of Broken Glass, this book looks at diplomatic, media,
and public responses worldwide. It discusses how the pogrom influenced immigration policies and
international Jewish advocacy. The analysis sheds light on the complexities of global politics in the
late 1930s.

8. Breaking the Glass: Art and Memory of Kristallnacht

This book explores how artists, writers, and filmmakers have represented Kristallnacht over the
decades. It investigates the role of art in memorializing trauma and educating new generations. The
work includes analyses of paintings, literature, and cinema inspired by the events of the night.

9. After the Broken Glass: Life and Survival Post-Kristallnacht

Focusing on the aftermath, this book traces the experiences of Jewish communities following
Kristallnacht. It details the increasing persecution, escapes, and survival strategies employed by
individuals and families. The narrative underscores the event’s role as a catalyst for the Holocaust’s
darkest chapters.
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