the nativity story for children

the nativity story for children is a timeless and cherished narrative that introduces
young minds to the miraculous birth of Jesus Christ. This story is foundational to Christian
faith and is often told during the Christmas season to help children understand the
significance of this special event. The nativity story includes key characters such as Mary,
Joseph, the shepherds, and the wise men, all playing important roles in the unfolding of
this divine moment. Sharing this story with children involves simplifying complex themes
while preserving the wonder and spiritual meaning. This article explores the nativity story
for children in detail, highlighting the main events, characters, and the cultural impact of
this beloved tale. Below is a guide to the various sections covered in this article.

e The Background of the Nativity Story
e Key Characters in the Nativity Story
e The Birth of Jesus

e The Visit of the Shepherds

e The Journey of the Wise Men

e How to Share the Nativity Story with Children

The Background of the Nativity Story

The nativity story for children begins with understanding its historical and religious
context. This story is found in the Bible, primarily in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke,
which describe the birth of Jesus Christ in Bethlehem. For children, it is important to
explain that this event is celebrated by millions around the world as Christmas. The story
symbolizes hope, peace, and the fulfillment of prophecies from the Old Testament. It is set
during a time when people awaited a Savior, and the nativity story reveals how Jesus came
into the world in humble circumstances. Teaching children about the cultural and spiritual
background helps them appreciate the story’s significance beyond just a simple tale.

Historical Setting

The nativity story takes place over 2,000 years ago in the ancient land of Judea, a part of
the Roman Empire. At that time, people lived in small villages and followed Jewish
traditions. The story begins with Mary and Joseph traveling to Bethlehem due to a census
ordered by Caesar Augustus. This journey was difficult and sets the stage for the
remarkable birth that follows. Understanding this setting helps children visualize the story
and grasp why the stable was the only available place for Jesus’s birth.



Religious Significance

For Christians, the nativity story is a fulfillment of God’s promise to send a Messiah to
save humanity. This promise is deeply rooted in Jewish scripture, and Jesus’s birth marks
the beginning of a new chapter in the relationship between God and people. Explaining
this to children can include discussing the themes of love, kindness, and divine
intervention, which are central to the nativity story for children.

Key Characters in the Nativity Story

The nativity story for children features several important figures, each contributing to the
narrative’s richness and meaning. Introducing these characters helps children understand
the story’s progression and the roles everyone played during this momentous event.

Mary and Joseph

Mary is the young woman chosen by God to be the mother of Jesus. She is known for her
faith and obedience. Joseph, her husband, is a humble carpenter who supports Mary and
protects their family. Their journey to Bethlehem and their care for baby Jesus are central
to the story.

The Angel Gabriel

The angel Gabriel appears to Mary to announce that she will give birth to the Son of God.
This divine message is a key moment in the nativity story, highlighting the miraculous
nature of Jesus’s birth. Gabriel also appears to Joseph in a dream to reassure him and
guide him.

The Shepherds

Shepherds were simple, hardworking people who were the first to hear the good news
from angels about Jesus’s birth. Their role in the story emphasizes that the message of
Jesus is for everyone, regardless of social status.

The Wise Men

Also known as the Magi, the wise men traveled from the East, following a bright star to
find Jesus. They brought gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, honoring Jesus’s kingship
and divine nature. Their journey symbolizes faith and the recognition of Jesus as a great
leader.



The Birth of Jesus

The central event in the nativity story for children is the birth of Jesus Christ. This moment
is marked by humility and wonder, as Mary gives birth in a stable because there was no
room at the inn. This humble setting contrasts with the importance of the child who was
born.

The Journey to Bethlehem

Due to a Roman census, Mary and Joseph traveled from Nazareth to Bethlehem. This
journey was long and difficult, especially for Mary, who was close to giving birth.
Explaining this journey to children helps them understand the challenges faced by Jesus’s
family.

The Stable and the Manger

When Mary and Joseph arrived in Bethlehem, they found no lodging available. As a result,
Jesus was born in a stable and placed in a manger, which is a feeding trough for animals.
This detail highlights the humility and simplicity surrounding Jesus’s birth.

Significance of the Birth

The birth of Jesus is celebrated as the arrival of the Savior, who brings hope and salvation
to the world. For children, this can be explained in terms of love, kindness, and the
fulfillment of God’s promise to send a helper to humanity.

The Visit of the Shepherds

One of the most memorable parts of the nativity story for children is the visit of the
shepherds. Their experience demonstrates the joy and wonder that Jesus’s birth inspired
among ordinary people.

The Angel’s Announcement

While tending their sheep, shepherds were visited by an angel who brought them good
news: the birth of the Savior. The angel’s message emphasizes peace and goodwill toward
all people, which is central to the Christmas story.

The Shepherds’ Journey

The shepherds quickly traveled to Bethlehem to see the newborn Jesus. Their willingness
to leave their work and seek Jesus shows faith and excitement, qualities that can inspire
children.



Sharing the News

After visiting Jesus, the shepherds spread the news of his birth to others. This part of the
story highlights the importance of sharing joy and hope, an important lesson for children
learning about community and kindness.

The Journey of the Wise Men

The arrival of the wise men adds a sense of wonder and reverence to the nativity story for
children. Their journey symbolizes the recognition of Jesus’s importance beyond his local
surroundings.

The Star of Bethlehem

The wise men followed a bright star that guided them to Jesus. This star is a symbol of
guidance and divine light, helping children understand how Jesus was revealed to the
world.

The Gifts of the Magi

The wise men brought three special gifts: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Each gift has
symbolic meaning, such as honoring Jesus as a king and acknowledging his spiritual role.
Explaining these gifts can enrich children’s understanding of the story.

Lessons from the Wise Men

The wise men’s journey teaches children about faith, perseverance, and the importance of
recognizing goodness and truth. Their respectful visit encourages respect for others and
the value of spiritual discovery.

How to Share the Nativity Story with Children

Sharing the nativity story for children requires thoughtful approaches that engage their
imagination and understanding. Using age-appropriate language and interactive elements
can make the story memorable and meaningful.

Storytelling Techniques

Effective storytelling includes reading from children’s Bible storybooks, using simple
language, and involving children through questions and discussions. Visual aids like
nativity sets or drawings can help bring the story to life.



Activities to Reinforce the Story

e Creating nativity crafts such as paper angels or stars
e Role-playing the story with costumes and props
e Singing traditional Christmas carols related to the nativity

» Visiting live nativity scenes or church pageants

These activities help children internalize the story’s messages and celebrate its themes in
a hands-on way.

Emphasizing the Story’s Values

When sharing the nativity story for children, it is important to highlight values such as
kindness, generosity, faith, and hope. These lessons connect the story to everyday life and
help children understand its relevance beyond the Christmas season.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Nativity story?

The Nativity story is the account of the birth of Jesus Christ, which is celebrated by
Christians around the world during Christmas.

Who are the main characters in the Nativity story?

The main characters include Mary, Joseph, baby Jesus, the shepherds, the Wise Men
(Magi), and the angels.

Where was Jesus born according to the Nativity story?

Jesus was born in a stable in the town of Bethlehem.

Why is Jesus' birth important in the Nativity story?

Jesus' birth is important because Christians believe he is the Son of God who came to
bring peace and salvation to the world.

What gifts did the Wise Men bring to baby Jesus?

The Wise Men brought gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh to baby Jesus.



What role did the angels play in the Nativity story?

The angels announced the birth of Jesus to the shepherds and sang praises to God.

Why do people tell the Nativity story to children?

People tell the Nativity story to children to teach them about the meaning of Christmas
and the values of love, kindness, and hope.

How can children celebrate the Nativity story today?

Children can celebrate by reading the story, participating in nativity plays, singing
Christmas carols, and sharing kindness with others.

Additional Resources

1. The Christmas Story by Jane Werner Watson

This beautifully illustrated book tells the nativity story in simple, clear language perfect
for young children. It follows Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem, the birth of baby
Jesus, and the visit from the shepherds and wise men. The gentle text and colorful pictures
help bring the story to life, making it easy for little ones to understand the true meaning of
Christmas.

2. The First Christmas by Laura Krauss Melmed

In this charming retelling, the nativity story is presented with warmth and simplicity,
suitable for early readers. The book highlights the humble beginnings of Jesus and the joy
that his birth brought to the world. The illustrations are engaging and inviting, making it a
perfect introduction to the Christmas story for children.

3. Nativity by Julie Vivas

This picture book offers a tender and poetic version of the nativity story, emphasizing the
wonder and peace surrounding Jesus’ birth. The artwork is soft and evocative, capturing
the quiet beauty of that holy night. It’s an excellent choice for reading aloud during the
holiday season with young children.

4. Room for a Little One: A Christmas Tale by Martin Waddell

A heartwarming story that shares the nativity with a gentle message of kindness and
hospitality. Various animals find their way to the stable, showing that there was room for
everyone to welcome baby Jesus. The simple text and warm illustrations make this a
comforting and inclusive Christmas story for kids.

5. Who Is Coming to Our House? by Joseph Slate

This delightful book uses rhyme and rhythm to recount the nativity story in a fun and
engaging way. Children will enjoy the anticipation of visitors arriving at Mary and Joseph’s
home, culminating in the birth of Jesus. It’s a joyful and lively introduction to the
Christmas story for young readers.

6. A Very Special Christmas by Marianne Berkes
This book retells the nativity story with an emphasis on the specialness of Jesus’ birth. It



includes simple text and charming illustrations that highlight the key moments of the
story, from the angel’s visit to the shepherds’ praise. The gentle narrative helps children
grasp the significance of the holiday.

7. The Stable Where Jesus Was Born by Lisa Tawn Bergren

This story invites children to imagine the stable where Jesus was born, filled with animals
and warmth. It describes the sights and sounds of that miraculous night in a way that is
accessible and comforting for kids. The book encourages a personal connection to the
nativity story through vivid descriptions and lovely illustrations.

8. The Little Shepherd by Rebecca Rissman

Told from the perspective of a young shepherd, this book brings a unique viewpoint to the
nativity story. It captures the excitement and wonder of being among the first to witness
Jesus’ birth. The narrative is engaging and relatable, with illustrations that complement
the heartfelt storytelling.

9. Mary’s Little Donkey by Monica Wellington

This gentle story focuses on the donkey that carried Mary to Bethlehem, giving children a
special way to connect with the nativity tale. The book combines simple text with
charming artwork to tell the story from the donkey’s point of view. It’s a sweet and
memorable way for kids to learn about the Christmas story.
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